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FOREWORD

Howard K. Larson

One of the critical technology needs of the Space Shuttle is develop-
ment of a reusable thermal protection system (TPS). The baseline
material for a large part of the shuttle TPS is now reusable surface
insulation (RSI). Because of the rapid progress which has occurred

in this development effort during FY'72-'73, it was deemed appropriate
to review the state of RSI technology at this time. Therefore, Ames
Research Center, under the auspices of the Shuttle Thermal Protection
Systems and Materials Technology Working Group, hosted a three-day
symposium on Reusable Surface Insulation for Thermal Protection of

the Space Shuttle on November 1-3, 1972.

The objective of this symposium was to define the state-of-the-art
for RSI materials. The meeting was divided into five sequential half-
day sessions; each session addressing a specific technology area.

The first session "RSI Fabrication and Improvement' was chaired by
Howard E. Goldstein of NASA-Ames, and included papers discussing the
development of silica, mullite and alumino-silicate RSI materials.
Rigid and flexible RSI materials were described. The results reported
showed that mullite, silica and alumino-silicate rigid fibrous RSI
materials could be fabricated reproducibly. One paper described a
somewhat different RSI concept, a rigid closed pore alumino-silicate
insulation having good physical stability. Also described was a
silica non-rigid insulation which offers the possibility of minimizing
strain compatibility problems with the structure. While substantial
improvements have been made in the past two years, it was pointed out
by many of the papers that much effort is still required to optimize
the RSI materials. Substantial improvement in physical properties and
thermal stability should be expected with continued research.

The second session "RSI Morphology and Properties' was chaired by
Salvatore J. Grisaffe, NASA-Lewis, and included papers describing the
detailed mechanical and thermophysical properties of the rigid fibrous
RSI materials and their coatings. The mechanical properties as a
function of temperature for REI mullite and LI-1500 were presented.
One paper described a comparison of the mechanical and thermophysical
properties of HCF, REI mullite, and LI-1500. Radiant energy transmis-
sion through mullite RSI was discussed in one paper and the high
temperature surface optical properties of all the RSIs were discussed
in another paper. The final paper described the microstructure of
mullite fibers. This session demonstrated that the mechanical proper-
ties of the RSI materials are reasonably well understood, though the
precision of the reported values is still in doubt. Thermal conduc-
tivity, particularly radiant heat transfer effects, are not well
defined for the fibrous mullite materials. Emittances of the surface
coatings of all the RSI materials are still questionable and require
further study.
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The third session "Environmental Testing I" was chaired by David H.
Greenshields, NASA-MSC, and described the results of arc-plasma
testing of the RSI materials. Most of these papers were concerned
with both techniques for proper convective heating environment
simulation and the response of the materials to the environment.
Two papers described thermal response in gaps due to laminar and
turbulent heating, respectively. In both studies, large panels
simulating shuttle heat shield configurations were used. Other
papers described the internal thermal response, catalytic wall
effects and material response to cyclic heating. These studies
were carried out on small models in uniform stagnation region heat-
ing regimes. Significantly higher thermal efficiency was reported
for silica RSI compared with mullite RSI. Silica RSI coatings were
also shown to be more chemically stable and less subject to crack-
ing due to thermal shock.

The fourth session "Environmental Testing II" was chaired by John D.
Buckley, NASA-Langley, and included papers that discussed the results
of several diverse environmental testing programs. There were papers
on the response of the RSI coatings in both convective and radiative
heating environments. In these papers, emphasis was placed on the
chemical and morphological changes that occur due to each heating
environment. Significant differences were shown between the effects
of radiant and convective heating. Convective heating was shown to
have more severe effects. Other papers in the session described the
effects of combined salt spray and cyclic radiant heating. It was
shown that salt spray is more deleterious for silica than for mullite.
Cold soak, acoustical rain erosion, and meteoroid impact tests were
also described. The results of large panel tests in radiant heating
and acoustic environments showed the silica RSI to be more stable.
Mullite materials experienced thermostructural failures in these tests.

The fifth session "Thermal Protection System Design and Optimization"
was chaired by George Strouhal, NASA-MSC, and included papers describ-
ing a number of specific design problems. Among these problems were
the adhesive cold soak, the effect of optical properties on thermal
design and techniques for mechanical attachment of RSI to the struc-
ture. The design concept of a non-rigid silica heat shield was
described. Papers on mullite and silica RSI, respectively, contrasted
the design philosophies and development maturities of the respective
systems. Finally, a paper on thermostructural analysis of RSI applica-
tion showed that mullite was much more subject to thermal stress
failure than silica.

In conclusion, it is felt that the Symposium fulfilled its intended
purpose in providing an "open forum" for Industry and Government to
present, receive, and discuss the most recent results of a young,
intensive technology program. NASA needed the results of this RSI
technology program in order to make important decisions as to which

of the RSI materials to choose for the shuttle heat shield. Early

in 1973, NASA made the announcement that silica was chosen for the base
material and that a coating with a ratio of solar absorbtance to room
temperature emittance of 1.0 would be baselined.
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3-D Computer
Model Portion

Figure 18

DESIGN AND ANALYSIS

Typical TPS Configuration
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COMPUTER MODELS

2-D Finite Element Computer Model

¥

3-D Anisotropic Computer Model
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Figure 19
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