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Back to ResultsNASA-DoD Lead-Free Electronics ProjectOriginal Equipment Manufacturers (OEMs), depots, and support contract ors have to be prepared to deal with an electronics supply chain that  increasingly provides parts with lead-free finishes, some labeled no  differently and intermingled with their SnPb counterparts. Allowance  of lead-free components presents one of the greatest risks to the r  eliability of military and aerospace electronics. The introduction of  components with lead-free terminations, termination finishes, or cir cuit boards presents a host of concerns to customers, suppliers, and  maintainers of aerospace and military electronic systems such as: 1.   Electrical shorting due to tin whiskers 2. Incompatibility of lead-f ree processes and parameters (including higher melting points of lead -free alloys) with other materials in the system 3. Unknown material   properties and incompatibilities that could reduce solder joint reli ability As the transition to lead-free becomes a certain reality for   military and aerospace applications, it will be critical to fully un derstand the implications of reworking lead-free assemblies.Document ID
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