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Introduction

The earliest history of the meteorite collection of
Harvard University, from the founding of the Mineralogical Museum
in 1784 to 1850, when Josiah P, Cooke became Curator, is not now
clearly known. The incomplete accession records and specimen labels
of the period identify only specimens of Weston, Nanjemoy, Nobleborough
and Red River as existing at this time. One of the Atacama (Imilac)
irons probably also dates from this period. Under Cooke, the

me7eorRs7Tes
collection grew to about 55 fedsde by 1883, It included a nunber of
specimens that had been obtained by exchange from C. U. Shepard.
Anong them is a small fragment of Charwallas obtained by Shepard from
John Jameson, a chemist of Edinburgh who had a close connection with
American mineralogy in the early 19th century, and a piece of Alais
me Teop 17 es

obtained from Vauquelin. Other fwdse of this time were purchased from
Ward and Howell, of Rochester, New York, and from Saemon in Paris.
Some of the specimens in this "0ld Collection", as it became known,
cannot now be identified. The only other important meteorite collections
in the United States in this period were those of Amherst College, built
up chiefly by Shepard, and of Yale University. The Yale meteorite
collection began in 1807 with the acquisition of the bulk of the stones
from the meteoritic shower at Weston, Connecticut, in Decenber of that
year,

The main development of the Harvard meteorite collection came

in 1883, when the private collection of the American chemist

J. Lawrence Smith was purchased by a group of subscribers, among them
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Alexander Agassiz, and was presented to the University. The Smith
meTeoR/T€S
collection contained about 200 fedde, and was rich in irons. A catalogue
of the Smith collection as of 1883 is not extant, but a privately
printed catalogue, dated January 1, 1876, listed 86 stony and 86 iron
meteorites. Many of the specimens had been obtained by Smith by
exchange with European investigators and collectors, including pieces
of Braunau, Steinbach and Hainholz from WBhler and a fragment of Lenarto
from James Sowerby of London. The large meteorite collections of the
U. S. National Museum and of the Chicago Miseum of Natural History were
started in 1880 and 1894, The American Miseum of Natural History
meTeor/TeS
contained 25 fmbie in 1896, some dating back to at least 1874, and
acquired an important part of the present collection with the gift
of about 580 meteorites from C. S. Bement in 1901.
The first cataloguel of the Harvard Meteorite collection was
meTeolsr7eS
published by 0., W. Huntington in 1887, It listed 424 febe, but the
actual nunber of authentic, non-synonymous meteorites represented was
considerably smaller. The collection was further increased under the
care of J. E., Wolff, from 1894 to 1922, and of Charles Palache, from
1923 to 1946. A second catalogue2 of the collection was published by
me7eer/7es

Palache in 1926. It listed representatives of 351 fedbs, with a total

weight of 1,657 kilograms. Notable accessions made immediately prior

lOliver W. Huntington. Catalogue of all recorded meteorites, with a
description of specimens in the Harvard College collections.
Proc. Amer. Acad. Arts and Sci., vol. 23, 37-110, 1887.

2Charles Palache. Catalogue of the collection of meteorites in the
Mineralogical Museum of Harvard University. Proc. Amer, Acad.
Arts and Sci., vol. 61, 151-159, 1926.
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to 1926, chiefly from the A. F, Holden bequest of funds to the
Mineralogical Museum in 1922, included a fine section of Gibson
(Bethany ) weighing 232 kg and the main mass or large portions of
Ollague, Gun Creek, New Baltimore, Britstown, Cumpas, Mt, Ouray,
Sierra Sandon and Tieraco Creek.

Among the nmore recent accessions was the entire mass of
Carbo, weighing 546 kg, which has been the subject of numerous
investigations, and the Washington County ataxite. Other large
meteorites in the collection, in part old acquisitions, include
three complete masses of the Coahuila hexahedrite weighing 317.5,
249,5, and 158.5 kg; a conplete mass of Canyon Diablo weighing
70.1 kg; one of the larger masses of the Brenham fall, weighing
51.9 kg and a 22 kg mass of Baquedano. A very recent acquisition
(1964) is the entire 24.5 kg mass of the Seymour iron.

Among the notable chondritic meteorites are a complete
individual of New Concord weighing 23 kg; the main part of Tulia,
weighing 7.2 kg; and the main part of Cynthiana, showing fine flight
orientation, weighing 3.1 kg. The bulk of the Anderson pallasite from
altars of prehistoric earth tombs in the Little Miami Valley of Ohio
also is preserved in the collection.

meTeontles

The present catalogue lists 524 fiebbe with a total weight of
about 2,140 kilograms. The detailed work of inventorying the collection,
which included reweighing of all but the largest specimens, was done by
Raymond Grant, Museum Assistant. During recent years the collection has

been actively used for research purposes and for exchange.

Clifford Frondel
Curator
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74
136
125
412
258

38
680
297
156
245

27
168
445
592
159
452
220
201
655
357
137

68

62

Thin Sections
in
Meteorite Collection,
Harvard Mineralogical Miuseum

Abee, Canada (2)

Agen, France

Akbarpur, India

Aldsworth, England
Alfianello, Italy
Alessandria, Italy

Apt, France

Atlanta, Louisiana

Aumale, Algeria

Aunmieres, France

Ausson, France

Barbotan, France

Barratta, New South Wales (2)
Bath, South Dakota
Beardsley, Kansas
Bishopville, South Carolina
BjurbBle, Finland
Bremervrde, Germany
Bustee, India

'éachari, Azul, Argentina (2)
Castalia, North Carolina
Chandakapur, India
Chantonnay, France

Charsonville, France

154
650
681
491
477
377
325
262
105

75

447
438
110
326

91
206
316
603
227
249
609
330

361

Chateau-Renard, France
Chaves, Portugal

Clover Springs, Arizona
Crab Orchard Mts., Tennessee
Cunberland Falls, Kentucky
Cynthiana, Kentucky
Danville, Alabama
Dhurmsala, India

Drake Creek, Tennessee
Durala, India

Ensisheim, Germany

Fisher, Minnesota

Forest City, Iowa

Forsyth, Georgia
Frankfort, Alabama
Futtehpur, India

Girgenti, Italy

Goalpara, India

Grady No. 2, New Mexico (2)
Hainholz, Germany

Harrison County, Iﬁdiana
Harrisonville, Missouri
Hessle, Sweden

Homestead, Iowa (2)



99
454
581
361
408

87
332
353
307

37

69

56
334
129
191
285
179

18
498
156
256
406
185
545

9

0

Honolulu
Hvittis, Finland

Indarch, Transcaucasia (3)

Iowa (Ward), = Homestead- (?)

Johnstown, Colorado
Juvinas, France (2)
Kernouve, France
Khaipur, Pakistan
Knyahinya, Czechoslovakia
L'Aigle, France
Limerick, Ireland
Lissa, Bohemia
Lunpkin, Georgia
bhca'u, Brazil

Mainz, Germany
Manbhoom, India
Marion, Iowa
Mauerkirchen, Bavaria
McKinney, Texas
Milena, Yugoslavia
Mincy, Mississippi (2)
Mocs, Austria

Monroe, North Carolina
Mrristown, Tennessee

Nanjenoy, Maryland

260
238
322
222
524
621
317

95
306

33

- 341

207
80
614
611
380
S5

292
13
314
682
382
22

286

New Concord, Ohio (2)
Ohaba, Hungary

Ornang, France
Petersburg, Tennessee
Plainview, Texas (2)
Potter, Nebraska
Pultimk, Poland
Renazzo, Italy

Saint Mesmin, France
Salles, France
Searsmont, Maine
Segowlie, India

Seres, Macedonia
Shallowater, Texas

Sioux County, Nebraska
Soko-Banja, Serbia
Stannern, Czechoslovakia
Steinbach, Saxony (3)
Supuhee, India

Tabor, Bohemia

Tadjera, Algeria
Tatahouine, Tunisia
Tieschitz, Czechoslovakia
Toluca, Mexico (nodule)

Tonhannock Creek, New York
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304
160
271
399
293
114
344
376
627
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198

(3)

Tourinnes-la-Grosse, Belgium
Udipi, India

Utrecht, Holland

Vaca Mierta, Chile (2)
Veramin, Persia

Vernon County, Wisconsin
Vouille, France
Waconda, Kansas
Warrenton, Mississippi
Winona, Arizona

Wold Cottage, England

Yatoor, India (2)



