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ABSTRACT

The Lost City meteorite was photographed in flight and recovered by the

Prairie Network. Four fragments totaling 17 kg have been found.

Photometric and trajectory data for the Lost City meteor and for a sub-
sequent meteor (No. 40617) with similar flight characteristics are used to
establish a preliminary calibration of the mass scale of other fireballs.
There is excellent agreement between the photometric masses derived from
the most recent determination of the luminous efficiency of the meteoric
process, and the dynamic masses determined from the trajectory and the
shape of the recovered meteorite. It is unlikely that photometric masses
are overestimated by as much as a factor of 8 for objects of the size and

composition of Lost City.

Previous values for meteoroid bulk densities may have been seriously
underestimated (by a factor of 5 or 8) if the flattened shape observed for Lost

City and inferred from 40617 is common among meteoroids.

An analysis of a third meteor, No. 40503, is presented as a counter-
example to the above argument. This meteor of 100 times the intensity of
Lost City reached maximum light and then was extinguished nearly instan-
taneously. We recognize that this is a different kind of meteoroid but have

no satisfactory explanation for its behavior.

The orbits of these meteors are similar to those of most other fireballs.
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RESUME

Le météorite "Ville Perdue" (Lost City) a e&té photographié en
vol et récupéré par le "Réseau Prairie" (Prairie Network). Quatre

fragments totalisant une masse de 17 kg ont été retrouves.

Les parametres photometriques et trajectographiques du méteore
"Ville Perdue" ainsi gue ceux dtun metéore ultérieur (No. 40617),
de caractéristigques de vol similaires, sont utiliseés en vue d'éta-
blir un calibrage préliminaire de 1'échelle des masses d'autres
bolides. I1 y a une excellente concordance entre les masses photo-
métriques, deduites par les méthodes les plus rédcentes de détermi-
nation du rendement lumineux du processus météorique, et les masses
dynamiques deduites des caractéristiques de la trajectoire et de lea
forme du météorite récupéré. Il est peut probable que les masses
photométriques soient surestimées dans une proportion aussi grande
que B fois plus pour les objets de la taille et de la composition

du météorite "Ville Perdue".

Les valeurs de densités brutes de météorite calculées dans le
passé ont pu étre seérieusement sous-estimées (dans une proportion
de 5 a 8 fois) si la forme aplatie observée sur le meteorite "Ville
Perdue" et déduite du méteorite 40617 est une forme commune parmi

4 d »e
les meteoroides.

Ltanalyse d'un troisieme météore, No. 40503, est pr&sentéde ici
en tant que contre-example aux arguments ci-dessus. Ce metéore
dtintensité 100 fois supérieure a celle du "Ville Perdue" attei-
gnit son maximum de lumigre puis s'éteignit presque instantanément.
Nous n'ignorons pas qu'il s'agit la d'un type différent de méte-
roide mais nous n'avons pas d'explication satisfaisante de son

comportement.

- ld - . N -
Les orbites de ces metéores sont similaires a celles d'autres

bolides.



KOHCITEKT

Mereoput "lloTepanumuiz ['opon" Own chororpadupoBaH B IIOJEeTe U
saTeMm Hafimen c momomsi cucTems "Cers llpepum'". Brauy Halmewx
yeTHpe OCKOIKa, obmum BecoM B T/Kr.

doToMeTpUUECKNE NaHHENE U NaHHHE O TPAaEeKTOPUAX IJE MeTeopa
"TloTeparHu Iopon" u OIS NOCIenoBaBINero s3a HuM MeTeopa (N40617)
C ITOXOXUMU XapPaKTePUCTUKaMU IIoJeTa MCIONb30BANNCH, UTOCH yCTa-
HOBUTDH IIPEnBAPUTENbHYKW KaNUOPOBKY WKAJH Macch IPpyTux OCOINIOB.
CymecTBYeT OUeHBb XOpOoWas COTNaCOBAHHOCTE MeXny $OTOMeTDHUEeCKUMU
MaCCaMI, TOJYUEHHHMU U3 CAaMHX [IOCHeIHUX ONpeIejleHU#l CBEeTORON
OTIau” MeTeOPUTHOIO Ipollecca, U IOVHAMUUYSCKUMU MaCCamMU, IIOJIYyUeH-
HEMU IIPU DACCMOTPEHUN TpPaeKTOopum um HOPMH HANINEHHOTO METEOPUTE .
Mano BeposaTHO, UTOOH POTOMETPUUECKNE MACCH OHJIN IePeOlleHeH: B
8 pasz mna o6'eKTOB TAKOTO pasMepa U cocTaBa, Kak "lloTepanubit

Topon".

[pensnynue 3HAUEHUS OJIA IJIOTHOCTU METEOPOUIHOTO Tena, BO3-—
MOXHO, OHIN Cepbe3HO saHmxeHs (B 5-8 pas), ecny BHDaBHEHHAHA
dopma, mnonyuenHaa mng "llorepsarnoro I'opoma" m BHBeNEHHas U3 U3Y-
venua N 40617, aBngercsa ofmell nnag BCceX MeTEODOULOB.

Ananus Tperhbero mereopa, N 40503, npemocTaBIgeT KOHTD-IIDUMED
K BHUENDPUBENEHHHM OOBOmamM. JITOT MeTeop, B 100 pas mpeBumanuui
"TlorepsuHul I'opon" IO MHTEHCUBHOCTH, HOCTUT MAKCUMYMA CBeUESHUS
¥ IOTOM IOTrac INOYTH MTHOBGHHO. Mm cO3Haem, uUTO 3TO MHOW Tul
MeTeOpOUNOB, HO Yy Hac He UMeeTCHd YIOBIETBOPUTEIBLHOTO 06'scHeHuUd

ero IHOoBeleHUA.

OpOuTH 5TUX METEODPOB INOHOOHH Op6UTaM GONBWUHCTBA OPYIUX

6ONUNOB.
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LOST CITY METEORITE — ITS RECOVERY AND A COMPARISON

WITH OTHER FIREBALILS
R. E. McCrosky, A. Posen, G. Schwartz, and C. -Y. Shao
1. THE LOST CITY METEOR

The Lost City meteor occurred over northeastern Oklahoma at 2014 CST
on January 3, 1970. The fireball at maximum light was comparable in bright-
ness to the full moon. It was widely observed. Sonic booms were reported
to have been heard over an area of about 1000 kmz between Tulsa and Tahlequah.
Well-confirmed reports of the audio event cover an area of at least 300 kmzj
including Tahlequah, Waggoner, Inola, and Mazie, Oklahoma. This was
variously described as like thunder, a single boom, or a series of consecutive

sharp cracks.

The meteor was photographed from four Prairie Network stations in
Hominy and Woodward, Oklahoma, and Pleasanton and Garden City, Kansas
[McCrosky, 1970]. Compared to most Prairie Network meteors, Lost City
is unusual. The initial velocity (14.2 km/sec) is in the lowest 6% of our
meteors. The initial height (86 km) is substantially greater than that of the
average low-velocity meteor. The end velocity (3.5 km/sec) and end height
(19 km) are both record lows for Prairie Net meteors. The duration of the
photographed event (9. 0 sec) is the third longest in our collection. The light
curve (intensity vs. time) is remarkably smooth. The few slight flares are
apparently associated with the fragmentation of the meteoroid. Two small
fragments that depart from the main trajectory are visible at altitudes of

30—40 km. They disappear within a few tenths of a second.

During the last 1. 5 sec of the trail, three separate fragments are visible
on the Hominy photograph. The other, more distant stations either do not

show the end portion of the trail or have insufficient resolution. The faintest

This work was supported in part by grant NGR 09-015-004 from the National
Aeronautics and Space Administration.



trail (III) is well separated on the photograph from the brightest (I} for the
last 1 sec of its trajectory and can be measured as a separate object. At
its end height (24 km), the velocity is 4 km/sec. The trail of intermediate
brightness (II) is nearly superimposed on the brightest trail and is recog-
nizable only because of its slight differential deceleration with respect to I.

No recognizable trace of II occurs during the last 0.5 sec of I.

Trail IT is about one magnitude fainter than trail I, and trail IIl is very
much fainter — about four magnitudes — than the others. Thus, both the
brightness and the duration suggest that the fragments consist of two large
pieces of detectably different but comparable size and one very much smaller
piece. In addition, trails of other smaller pieces could be lost in the bright

images of the main trails.

2. IMPACT PREDICTIONS

Measurements of the meteor photographs [McCrosky and Posen, 1968]

give relative distances, Di’ along the trajectory line for each ith time
interval defined by the chopping shutter. Experience has shown that the

measures can usually be well represented by the expression

D= a+bt+cekt

P
fa—
L

The terminal parts of the trail for low-altitude objects like Lost City can be
described by the simpler, constant-deceleration equation

D=a+bt+ct2 (2}

In either case, the constants (a,b,c, and k) are determined by a least~-squares
fit over a trajectory arc of I1- — 2-sec duration. The velocity and decelera-

tion are derived from equation (1) or (2) by differentiation.

‘The drag equation is

. CDSpV2
mV:———‘“—T— (3}



where S is the projected frontal area of the body, m is the body mass,V is the

velocity, CD is the drag coefficient, and p is the atmospheric density, or
2
. m _ pV
Vv o= —_ - N 41
CDS 2% (4)

where v is the ballistic coefficient. The right-hand side is known from the
trajectory and the atmosphere. For trail I of Lost City, we find v = 22 g/cm‘;

at a point near the end of the luminous trail.

The impact point was predicted by using the known position, velocity
(including direction), and ballistic coefficient and by performing a numerical
integration of the complete drag equation containing gravity and wind effects
in addition to the body force. We used a standard atmosphere for the air
density and took the winds aloft from the radiosonde flown from Oklahoma
City at 1800 CST, 2 hr before the meteor. The wind was measured to 15 km.
The wind direction at all altitudes was 280° £ 10, and the speed ranged from

5 m/sec at the surface to 65 m/sec at 8 km.

Since we had no prior knowledge of the body shape, we assumed it to be
spherical and of meteoritic density. In the terminal phases of its luminous
flight, the ballistic behavior of Lost City was like that of a 1.2-kg sphere of
meteoritic material. We assumed that the ballistic coefficient derived from
the observations and the drag equation was the appropriate value to use in
further integrations of the same equation. Thus, the integration was per-
formed with a drag coefficient appropriate for a sphere, i.e., CD =0.92 for
the extreme supersonic-flow regime and dependent on Mach number, Ma,

and on Reynolds number for Ma = 3.

With the meteorite now in hand, we cannot improve on the predicted
impact. The actual drag force as a function of time depends on complex and
unknown variations in the drag coefficient and body orientation. These varia-
tions arise from changes in the direction of the drag force that occur, for

example, whenever the wind field changes in direction or magnitude. The




air stream will then be acting on a new surface (with a different ballistic
coefficient) until such time as the meteorite can be reoriented to a stable

flight position.

We can assess the degree of validity of our method of impact prediction
directly only when we have made a recovery or indirectly by the following
arguments. Consider, for descriptive purposes, the dark-flight trajectory
to be roughly approximated by two independent sections. First, the body
continues in its initial direction until decelerated to Ma = 1. In the second
section, the body is in vertical free fall except for any displacements by wind.
For trajectories with moderate to large zenith angles of the flight path, say
z > 30°, most of the horizontal displacement of the impact point from the last
observed point will occur during the first section. So long as the ballistic
coefficient does not vary appreciably during this portion, the spherical-body
approximation is valid. The specific assumptions for the impact prediction
are that (a) the meteorite does not ablate or fragment after the end of the
luminous trajectory; (b) the body, if highly asymmetrical, has reached a
stable orientation by the end of the luminous trajectory and does not tumble
during dark flight; and (c) the variations in the drag coefficient with Mach
and Reynolds numbers are proportional to those of a sphere, i.e., CD
(body)/CD (sphere) = constant. Condition (a) is probably met by most mete-
orites. The body has already passed through peak dynamic load, and the
heating rate at v < 4 km/sec must be very low. Condition (b) might fail if
major fragmentation occurs near the end of the trajectory, permitting new
torques to be applied to the body. Whether or not the body will quickly reach
a stable position would depend on the details of the shape. Condition (c¢) is
subject to experimental verification and can be attempted on a Lost City

model.

Winds can displace the impact point of spheres of 1—10 kg by several
kilometers. We have no more than intuition to guide us in estimating the
errors arising from unknown shape in the second section of the extrapolated
trajectory. Errors of 50% in the wind displacement seem unlikely for bodies

of 'reasonable' shape. However, a flat plate in a constant-velocity windfield



will assume a nonzero angle of attack with respect to the vertical and be

subjected to a lift force that cannot be included in our computations.

Lift or other forces normal to the drag force may well occur for any
nonsymmetrical body during any portion of the trajectory. The result of
such forces is observed in the separation of the fragments in the Lost City
photograph. When the observed meteor trail is artificially 'straightened' by
removing the effects of gravity and atmospheric refraction (see McCrosky
and Posen [1968] for discﬁssion of these procedures), we find that trail III
continues in the original flight direction and that trails I and II curve to the
north. Trail I has changed direction by about 1° at the end. This is a
minimum displacement in that we view only that component in the plane
perpendicular to the line of sight. Figure 1 shows the computed submeteorite
ground path during the final portion of the dark-flight trajectory for the frag-
ment responsible for trail I. The observed ballistic coefficient was used.
The impact point for the zero-wind case is shown for comparison. A correc-
tion for the 1° departure from the original direction has been applied in both

cases.

An attempt was made to predict an impact from trail II. The measure-
ments were extremely difficult, and poor, and we had very little confidence
in them. A ballistic coefficient of 22 g/crn2 was found, but the probable
error could have been one-half of this. The velocity at the end of the trajec-
tory is not well determined. Impact solutions for various ballistic coefficients
and terminal velocities that might be reasonable cover a ground area of many

hundreds of acres to the west of the trail I impact point.

Trail III could be measured with some precision, but given the low

ballistic coefficient of less than 10 g/cmz, we had very little confidence i

b
2

the impact point (see McCrosky and Ceplecha [1969] for a discussion of

impact errors as a function of body size). Our computed impact area for

trail IIT was about 2 km to the northwest of that for trail I.

Figure 1 demonstrates that wind corrections are not negligible. The

Lost City meteorite had particularly large displacements caused by winds of
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nearly jet-stream force. This disadvantage was at least partially counter-
balanced by having the wind direction nearly the same as the flight direction
of the meteor. This circumstance is advantageous because errors in the
ballistic coefficient tend to produce compensating errors in the impact point.
For example, if too small a ballistic coefficient is used, the hypothetical
meteorite would decelerate too rapidly during the first portion of the trajec-
tory and would, in the absence of winds, fall short of the actual body. But
during the second section when winds are the major agent, the smaller body
will be given a greater displacement and thus tend to catch up with the real

object by the time impact occurs.

These arguments also permitted us to make some generalized estimates
on the location of fragments for which we had no trajectory data. We felt
that smaller bodies could not proceed as far south as the largest piece during
the high-velocity portion of its flight. Since the winds were almost due west,
with only a slight southerly component, we expected smaller pieces to lie
north of the main fragment. Our computations further indicate that these
smaller fragments should remain west of the largest one unless they were

smaller than 1 g.

3. RECOVERY

Within 4 days of the event, an impact area east of Lost City, Oklahoma,
was predicted from the data. A snowfall of 7—9 in. occurred the day after
the fall and closed most of the side roads until January 9. On the afternoon
of that day, one of us (GS) recovered a 9.83-kg meteorite on the surface of
a dirt road. We currently believe this to be either the main mass or one of
two primary pieces of the meteorite fall. It has a complete fusion crust.

The leading surface is well defined by flow lines and is notably smoother
than the aft surface. There was no obvious crater in the immediate vicinity
of the recovery point. Snow prevented any careful inspection of the area at
the time. Later, the melting snow produced a thick layer of mud, and traffic
would probably have obliterated any crater shallower than about 10 ¢cm. No

crater was found in the adjoining roadside. We believe the road was hard



packed and dry at the time of fall. Perhaps cratering was negligible. How-
ever, we also suppose it possible that the meteorite landed elsewhere and was

transported to the recovery site by means cr persons unknown.

Lost City is in the foothills of the Ozarks, a region specifically excluded
in the design of the Network because of the poor terrain for meteorite recov-
ery. Scrub pine and oak forests are common, and the chance of recovery in
these is negligibly small. However, the immediate surroundings of the pre-
dicted impact point consist equally of flat pasture land and woods partially
cleared by grazing. Had the road not been there and had we initiated our
normal search patterns about the predicted impact point, we would have had
to search less than 0.8 kmz before reaching the actual recovery point. We
believe that the existing snow and the snow that followed would have delayed
recovery for about a month. Many radioactivity measures would have been

seriously hampered.

More good fortune befell us with the geometry of the meteorite. his
oriented stone should be of more than average value for ballistic and ablation
studies. We were probably only a few hours too late in our recovery to meet
the requirements of those biochemists with an interest in organic compounds
in meteorites. Judging from the footprints around the meteorite and the
stained snow immediately adjacent to it, we believe this object to have been

seriously contaminated by a dog or some other canine.

The point of recovery of fragment 1 is labeled 'l' in Figure 2. Subse-
quent finds are numbered in chronological order of their recovery. Foint ]
is about 700 m from the predicted impact point, I. Impact II, as noted pre-
viously, is very poorly detérmined. Its proximity to 'l' is probably not
significant. The distance of the Network stations from the recovery point
exceeds that for any other meteorite within the Network. We could have
reasonably expected a larger impact error for this case. In retrospect, we
can understand the error component perpendicular to the flight path if the
lateral force was maintained during dark flight. A negative lift force, which
would not be apparent on the Hominy photograph, would be required to account
for the error along the flight path. We think it more likely that these errors
are inherent in our prediction procedures or in the difference in the wind

fields at Oklahoma City and Lost City.
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Fig. 2. Map of the meteorite search area. The Roman numerals mark
the predicted impact points derived from the three trails photographed at the
end of the trajectory. Points II and III were poorly determined. The Arabic
numbers are positions of meteorite recoveries. The numbers are in chrono-
logical order of discovery as referred to in the text. The area searched
by the Prairie Network team is shown by solid lines. The areas bounded by
dashed lines are the more difficult forested regions that have been searched

less thoroughly.



A measurement of the main mass gives m/S = 26 g/cmz. If our meas-
urements are without error and if the main mass was responsible for trail I,
then the drag coefficient for this body in supersonic flow would be CD = 1.2.
Wind -tunnel measurements of a model are required to determine the actual
drag coefficient. Any reasonable discrepancy between the prediction and
measurement can be absorbed by a change in the assumed shape, but it may
also indicate that our association of the meteorite with the brightest trail is

in error.

At this time, we accept the correlation between the main mass and
trail I because of the apparently valid impact prediction and of the fair agree-
ment between the ballistic coefficient measured in flight and that expected for
the meteorite. The most compelling evidence to the contrary would be the
recovery of a still larger fragment, which would have to be correlated with

the brightest trail regardless of its place of impact.

A second, small fragment (272 g) was found on January 17 by Philip
Halpain while he was walking through his pasture. Fragment 2 is a highly
flattened piece of roughly rectangular shape. The fusion crust is complete.
The meteorite landed with its flat surface down and its heavy end in the
forward direction. It was buried in the sod to its own depth. We propose
the name 'Lost City Meteorite — Halpain Fragment' for this specimen in
acknowledgment of Mr. Halpain's discovery and his thoughtful generosity
that permitted an early analysis of the fragment for short-lived isotopes,

Our initial search was in the region to the northwest of no. 1, where we
expected smaller material to land. The area was mostly forest with con-
siderable undergrowth. The chances of recovery here are exceedingly small.
The area of recovery of the third piece was to the east of our primary search
region. We searched this area sooner than originally planned after inter-
viewing Mr. Rufus Yaeger, a local resident who, by the greatest good fortune,
was able to report a unique aspect of the meteor event. He lives about 600 m
north of point 3 (Figure 2). He was unaware of the fireball but happened to

leave his house during the 90-sec period between the end of the photographed

10



trajectory and impact. He was outside before the first sonic booms arrived.
They drew his attention to the western sky, where he believes he saw three

red lights. While his detailed observations cof the phenomena are inconsistent
with what we know of the trajectory, there is not much doubt that he was
viewing, for perhaps 10 sec, more than one glowing meteorite. At the time,
he was under the impression that he was witnessing an aircraft in distress.

In this excitement, it can be expected that his observations would not be per-
fect. He was certain, however, that after the visual event was over, he heard
'a thud, like something heavy hitting the ground' to the south of him. The main
impact was a mile away and the small Halpain fragment a half mile away.

It seemed to us unlikely that he could have heard either of these.

Fragment 3 (6.6 kg) was recovered on February 2 by Schwartz, Ivan
Burr, James Sohl, and J. T. Williams, all of SAO, in the course of a sys-
tematic search. It was found in the bottom of a hole 30 ¢cm deep in a rough
pasture. The hole diameter, 22 cm, was comparable to that of the meteorite,
Many other equally suspicious depressions can be found in the pasture. These
are caused by old animal burrows collapsed by cattle or are entrances to
these burrows. A subsequent excavation around the crater area failed to show

a burrow associated with the crater.

The meteorite crater was thought to be unusual but not sufficiently so to
photograph it before the details were destroyed by our initial excavation. It
was noted, however, that about 5 cm of dirt covered the meteorite, the top
of the dirt layer being about 15 cm below the surface. Two small cracks
extended out from the crater wall about 2 cm, one to the east and the other to
the southeast. At the end of each crack and parallel to the crater edge, there
was some loose dirt about 2 cm high and 10—15 cm long. The meteorite has
a complete fusion crust and a suggestion of flow lines. The smoother abla-
tion surface, which is characteristic of the leading surface of fragment I,
occurs as a small area of this fragment, indicating that it may not have flown

in a maximum-drag orientation.
Fragment 4 (640 g) was recovered by Sohl, in the company of Schwartz

and Burr, on May 4. This piece also has a complete fusion crust. The mete-

orite was lying on the surface. No crater was found.

11




On the face of it, it is difficult to see how this smaller body and the third
fragment could have landed to the east of the main mass, i.e., farther along
the trajectory, unless they had substantial positive lift with respect to the
main body. If fragment 3 is the object associated with trail II, then our
impact error exceeds 2 km. With regard to future impact predictions, these

fragments cause us as much concern as the first piece gives us confidence.

Approximately 2.6 kmz was searched with care during the course of
500 man-~-hours of walking. An additional 0.8 ka of difficult terrain was
covered, with greatly reduced efficiency, during 100 man-hours of search.

We concluded our recovery effort on December 6, 1970.

4. PHOTOMETRIC AND DYNAMIC MASSES OF THREE METEORS

A, Photometry/

[P NN

Photometric methods used for Prairie Network meteors have been

described in detail elsewhere [McCrosky and Posen, 1968]. Briefly, com-

parison of the density of the meteor image is made with that of the trails

of stars of known brightness on the meteor film. Appropriate corrections

are made for the relative trailing velocity of meteor and star, color differ-
ences of the stars, and certain optical and photographic effects. The result
is expressed in apparent stellar magnitude, Mapp' Thus, a 0-mag meteor
would produce the same image as a 0-mag A0 star if the star image were
moved across the film plane at the meteor rate. Absolute meteor magnitudes,
M, are apparent magnitudes adjusted to a standard distance of 100 km. Inten-

sity is related to magnitude by
M=-2.5logl . (5)

A comment on the special nature of the Prairie Network photometric
results is pertinent. Most astronomical magnitude scales, including most

meteor astronomy scales, are specified for a limited region of the spectrum.

The most common meteor systems are the so-called photographic (pg) and

12



visual (v). In the photographic system, the upper wavelength limit of sensi-
tivity is that of a blue-sensitive emulsion, A < 5000 A, and the lower limit is
that determined by the absorption of the atmmosphere or the optics, A 2 3500
3800 A. The visual magnitude scale can be either what the name implies
(i.e., based on the response curve of the eye) or based on a photographic or
photoelectric recording system with a maximum response at X = 5400 Aﬂ
where the eye is most sensitive. Sources with different spectral distributions,
of course, produce different responses in the two systems. A zero point for
any magnitude scale is established by assigning the same numerical magnitude
to a star of spectral class A0. For other objects, the difference in the mag-

nitudes defines a color index, C.I. = Mpg - Mv'

Prairie Network data are recorded on panchromatic film, and thus ocur
scale corresponds to neither of the usual ones. (The choice of film is dictated
in part by compelling economic reasons — most of our film has been obtained
without cost from Defense Department surplus.) We have found the empirical
relationships Mpan = MV + 0.3 (C.I.) for stars earlier than spectral class
K2 (i.e., for all but the very red stars). We will show later that Mpg = Mpan

for meteors. Magnitudes quoted hereafter without subscripts are absolute,

panchromatic magnitudes.

Both the meteor's luminosity and its ballistic coefficient are, in some
way, related to its mass. Most attempts to provide knowledge about the
physics of the meteor process or about the structure of meteoroids rely on
comparison of these nearly independent indicators of mass. For bodies of
unknown shape and density, the area factor in equation (3) can be expressed

as

-2/3

S =Am2/3 P (6)

where P is the bulk density and A is a dimensionless shape factor. We

then define the dynamic mass mgy as
C AV2
Ll/3_ D P )
d 2V p2/3
m
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Almost all meteor spectra show that meteor luminosity is due primarily
to excited meteor atoms. This is true for meteors more than 100 times
fainter than Lost City. It is also true for a meteor of -18 mag — more than
100 times brighter than Lost City — observed by Ceplecha. Details of the
spectrum are unpublished, but a brief summary has been given by McCrosky

and Ceplecha [1970]. Many spectra due to cometary meteoroids have been

published. There are, of course, no spectra of meteors known to be pro-
duced by stony meteoritic material. We assume the two types of spectra
have similar characteristics. To the extent that the luminosity is produced
by the meteor atoms, the observed intensity must be related to the rate of
vaporization of the meteoroid. For meteors considerably fainter than L.ost
City (M ~ -5), the intensity, I, can be represented, to within the limits of

the observations, by

2 dm

I= aq

.
-5V

where T is the luminous efficiency factor. The photometric mass at any

time, t, of the trajectory is given as

t
m:ZJ = dt (9)
P TV

tend

In the following, we will compare the photometric mass with the dynamic
mass. Anticipating our result, we will find that the currently available data
are sufficient to place reasonable limits on a scale-factor correction to our
chosen luminosity law. We cannot determine variations of the scale factor
along the trajectory. The correction factor may encompass (a) real differ-
ences in the luminous efficiency factor between bright and faint meteors; (b)
gas-cap radiation, which we explicitly ignore because of its apparently minor

role in meteor spectra; and (c) errors in measurement.
Qur purpose, then, is to provide an improved mass calibration for other

fireballs: We hope that studies of cosmic-ray effects will eventually provide

limits on an important initial condition — the preatmospheric mass — that has
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heretocfore been an unknown, to be determined from the meteor observations.
With the added constraint on initial mass, further improvements in the cali-

bration will probably be possible.

We include in this report a second Prairie Net meteor, 40617, that
occurred after Lost City on January 31, 1970. The meteor was three mag-
nitudes fainter than Lost City and occurred at 3 a.m. It did not attract any
local attention; we learned of the event during routine inspection of our film.
We estimate the terminal mass to be substantially less than that of Lost City.
A search, in excellent terrain in Nebraska, more extensive than that for Lost
City has yet to yield a meteorite. Otherwise, the similarities between the
two events are remarkable. These include initial and final velocities, the
amount of atmosphere penetrated, the duration, and the occurrence of
multiple fragments that persist for an appreciable fraction of the trajectory.
Both meteors were better observed than any previous deep-penetrating Prairie

Net objects.

We will also discuss a third Prairie Net meteor, 40503, as a counter-
example to demonstrate that an unconditional application of a calibration
derived from Lost City and 40617 is probably unwarranted. Meteor 40503
provides strong evidence that not all bright fireballs are structurally similar
to Lost City. It was much brighter than Lost City and produced sonic booms
of at least the same intensity. We will contend that it could not have produced

a meteorite in excess of a few tens of grams.

Lost City. Meteors of high apparent intensity greatly exceed the dynamic
range of our optical systems. Photographs from distant stations are commonly
used for photometry of brighter meteors. The Lost City photometry was
accomplished primarily with the films from Pleasanton and Woodward. The
overexposed Hominy trail provided data for only the beginning and ends of
the meteor. Sky conditions were excellent at all stations. Where photometry

is possible from two stations, the agreement is better than 0.5 mag.
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In the following, we use a smooth curve (Figure 3) drawn through the
observed points. The position of a small but distinct flare visible on more
than one film is shown schematically. The intensities of the three fragments

have been summed for the light curve of the final 1.5 sec.

Meteor 40617. This meteor was photographed from 10 stations with

excellent sky conditions. The faint limiting magnitude and the easy resolu-
tion of the three terminal fragments are the result of the small range

(R = 80 km) of the meteor from the Republican City, Nebraska, station. The
brighter portions of the trail slightly exceed the dynamic range for photometry
from this station,and that part of the light curve (Figure 3) was determined
from the next nearest station,at Steinauer, Nebraska. The flares att = 4.95
and t = 6. 3 sec have been confirmed by relative photometry from three
stations. The photometry for this fainter object is superior to that for Lost
City.

el
kS

Meteor 40503. This meteor was photographed from nine stations. The

bright flares of the meteor exceed the dynamic range at all stations. The
entire film from the nearest station is partially fogged by the meteor. Individ-
ual clouds are not illuminated, and we believe the fogging is due primarily to
scattered light in slightly hazy atmosphere. The two terminal flares on this
film show image reversal in the core of the image, a unique characteristic of
this Prairie Net fireball, and one that we hoped would provide a calibration
for the meteor. Image reversal occurs when an intense, short-duration
pulse of light is applied to discrete image centers in the emulsion. We
attempted, without success, to produce image reversal of the sun's image.
The camera was pointed at the sun, and the film transported through the

focal plane at a speed corresponding to the angular rate of the meteor. At
the focal plane, a diaphragm of about 10 times the diameter of the sun's
image was used to reduce the sky fog. In addition, it was necessary to use

a neutral filter of density = 1 to limit the light. The same lens, roll of film,
and development procedure used for the meteor photograph were used in these

tests.
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Fig. 3. Light curves of three fireballs. Note the expanded time scale
for meteor 40503. The limit shown at t = 6 sec for this meteor is the limit

of sensitivity of the photographic system. Times of flares on Lost City and

40617 are shown schematically.
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The angular diameter of the sun is distinctly larger than that of the
meteor, and some correction is required to account for the difference in
specific intensity seen by the film in the two cases before limits can be placed
on the meteor intensity. We will first take the minimum angular size of the

meteor, D,, = 4.5 (arcmin) to be equal to that of the reversed core of the

image. ItI;/Is unimportant whether this quantity represents the actual metecr
size or the image size (meteor size increased by aberration) since in either
case it is this area of the film over which the specific intensity was great
enough to cause reversal. The panchromatic magnitude of the sun is M=-26.7.
Allowing 0.3 mag for atmospheric absorption and 2.5 mag for the filter, the
sun appears to the camera as a source of Mv = -23.9. A fraction of this

source, given by (DM/DO)Z where D = 32", the sun's diameter, did not pro-

0]
duce reversal, and we conclude that the apparent magnitude of the meteor at

its brightest point must then be

-23.9.- - = - x,
Mapp< 3.9- 5 log DM/DO 2.5logl.2 19.8 (10}
The radiation at the sun's center is 1. 2 times its mean radiation. The final

term in the equation corrects for the limb darkening.

The above limit is conservative since we have corrected for atmospheric
absorption in the case of the sun but not for the meteor, which occurred in
a less favorable sky. Furthermore, in reducing the sun's magnitude, we
have used a minimal area of the sun, corresponding to the effective area of
the meteor. In fact, the entire equatorial zone of the sun of width 4!5
might contribute to the reversal effect. In this second case, we can ignore
limb darkening, and we have approximately

TYDIZ\/I

Mapp<-23.9-2.51og < I > (DMDO) = -21.6 (1

The range of the meteor at the flare was R = 53 km. The correction to the
standard range of 100 km is AM = -5 log R/100 = 1.4 mag, and the absolute
magnitude of the flare, depending on which of the two models of the solar

image is accepted, is

18



M< -18.4
or

M < -20.2

In the following, we take the round value of M = -20 for the brightest flare,
noting that we do not claim an accuracy of better than 2 mag for this very
difficult case. The remainder of the light curve shown in Figure 3 has been
determined by standard procedures for portions with M > -12, Intermediate
intensities, i.e., brighter than M = -12 but too faint to show reversal, were
determined from two distant stations. The more distant of these, Woodward,
Oklahoma, was partly cloudy. A comparison of the overlapping regions of

the light curves from Woodward and Pleasanton suggested an additional atmos-
pheric absorption correction of 0.1 mag/air mass for Woodward. The cor-
rected magnitude of the brightest flare is again found to be M = -20. However,
the total absorption correction for the final portion of the trail is nearly 10 mag.
The agreement between our estimate of brightness of the first flare from

the image reversal and its brightness from the Woodward data should not be

given undue weight. Both determinations are uncertain.

A third method of crude photometry was attempted. Exposures of 1/15
sec to the daylight sky, with the sun at the film center, were made through
filters of density = 2 and density = 3. The sky fog on the first of these closely
matched that of the meteor film, while the sky fog on the second was markedly
less. If the scattering properties of the atmosphere were the same for meteor
and solar exposures — an admittedly weak assumption — the fog produced by an
object with the light curve given in Figure 3 should equal that of the sun if
exposed for 1/15 sec with a filter of density = 2. 2.

The photometric results are of low accuracy but are adequate to reach
two conclusions about meteor 40503: (a) this is the brightest object observed
in 6 years of operation, and (b) the integrated intensity of 40503 is of the order

0of 100 times that of Lost City.
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B. Photometric Mass

N~

A debate has lasted for several decades over the appropriate expression
of the luminosity law for meteors. A primary purpose of the Prairie Network
was to place under observation objects of known density so that that quantity
could be disengaged from the luminous efficiency when photometric and
dynamic masses were available for the same object. A commonly used law
for the luminous efficiency has been 1 = Ty V, where T = 10_19 when the in-
tensities are on the photographic scale and in units defined by equation (5) and
when the other quantities are cgs. This number was determined by artificial-
meteor experiments and confirmed by unusual meteors that were presumed to
have the density of asteroidal stone. A more complex relationship has recently
been estimated [Ayers et al., 1970} from a larger number of artificial iron
meteoroids in the velocity range 8—16 km/sec. This new result is therefore
particularly pertinent to low-velocity objects, such as Lost City. Although it
may not be representative of the luminous efficiency of very large objects, we

accept it, pro tempore, as the best present estimate. Our meteors produce

substantial luminosity at V<8 km/sec. We have extended the experimental
curve given by Ayers et al. to 6 kmm/sec by a linear extrapolation of log T vs.
log V. If the extrapolation is extended to still lower velocities, we would have
to conclude that the meteor loses more mass per unit time at low velocity
than at high. We have therefore arbitrarily set 7 = constant and equal to its
value at V = 6 km/sec for V< 6 kmn/sec. This affects the initial photometric
mass very little and makes a significant change only at the very end of the

trajectory.

The meteor luminosity for low-velocity objects (V = 20 km/sec) arises
almost entirely from iron radiation. Other material except sodium is essen-
tially inert. The analysis of Lost City [Clark et al., this issue] gives 27.6%
iron by weight. Accordingly, we have used in our computations 0.28 times

the value of T determined from the artificial iron meteoroids.
Additional corrections to the luminosity law are required because of the

difference between the photographic pass band used in most of the artificial

meteor observations and the panchromatic pass band used in the Prairie
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Network system. Ayers et al. find that log Tpg - log Tpan = 0.2. On the
other hand, the resonance lines of sodium contribute to the panchromatic
luminosity in natural meteors. The artificial meteors contained no sodium,
and an additional correction should be applied to find a value, Tpan, appro-
priate for natural meteors. The two corrections are of the opposite sign.
Given the uncertainty in the values of 7 that will be derived from these
meteors in the next sections, we will ignore this small net correction and
use Tpg =T . This is equivalent to the relationship Mpg = Mpan given

pan
earlier.

Co. Dypamic Mass

Lost City. The critical measurement for determination of dynamic mass
is the deceleration. For very large bodies, this quantity is much smaller
than its probable error near the beginning of the trajectory. Sometimes
meaningful measures are possible only in the last third of the trajectory. In
very bright meteors, the shutter breaks are often obscured by overexposure,
and deceleration measures are impossible. This was apparently true for the
Hominy photograph of Lost City, but we found that with a judicious recopying
of the photograph under high contrast, the shutter breaks could be clearly
identified along the entire trail. Decelerations were determined by the use
of equation (1) for various 1. 5- and 2-sec trajectory arcs. The deceleration
at the center of an arc was used to determine the ballistic coefficient, v,
of the meteoroid at that time. All solutions for t < 4 sec showed internal
probable errors of the deceleration comparable to the quantity itself, a not

unexpected result for this massive body.

Eventually, we want to compare the dynamic mass as deduced from the
ballistic coefficient with the photometric mass, which includes all the frag-
ments. Accordingly, we have adjusted the observed ballistic coefficient to
correspond to the quantity that would have been observed had no fragmenta-

tion occurred. For Lost City, where most of the mass appears to be about
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equally divided between the two bright trails, we have corrected v by the
factor 21 /3 for those portions of the trail after the fragmentation occcurred.
The time of breakup can be estimated to within about 0.5 sec by measuring
the point of convergence of the fragments. This time is found to be near the
major flare at t = 6.3 sec. We assume that the flare marks the time of the

breakup precisely.

The ballistic coefficients, corrected for fragmentation when necessary,
are plotted in Figure 4a. The solid lines were fitted to the points by eye. In
fact, the data are consistent with the dashed line, showing an abrupt change

in v at the time of breakup.

Meteor 40617. The deceleration measures for this meteor were superior

to those for Lost City because of the smaller range and the ease of measure-
ment of this fainter trail. Independent measures from the two nearest stations
(Figure 4b) show good agreement. The correction for multiple fragments is,
however, more complex and thus subject to greater uncertainty. A breakup

at t = 4. 95 sec is marked by the major flare and is also consistent with the
point of trail convergence. The two trails have similar but detectably different

3
intensities, and we have assumed that a correction factor of 2l /3

is appro-
priate until the time t = 6. 6 sec, when the fainter fragment again breaks up.
The observed v for each of the final three pieces are nearly identical, and a
correction of 31 /3 is used for t > 6.6 sec. Our model is of course incon-
sistent att = 6.6 sec. Three equal pieces cannot be produced by breaking
one of two equal pieces. However, an alternate model of an initial fragmen-
tation into masses of ratio 2:1 and a subsequent division of the larger piece
is clearly inconsistent with the relative intensities of the initial fragments.

The difference in the correction factor between the two models is almost

inconsequential, anyway.

In Figure 4b the dashed curve again represents our estimate of the varia-
tion of the corrected ballistic coefficient. The increase of v in the vicinity
of the major flares in both meteors is of course partly an artifact introduced
by our correction for multiple fragments, but the discontinuities, as drawn,
are about 50% larger than the correction factors. Changes in either shape or

drag coefficient after breakup may be responsible.
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Fig. 4. Ballistic coefficients, v, of two fireballs. Measured values
after the flares have been increased by 0.10 (a) and 0.16 (b) to adjust for
the occurrence of multiple fragments. Dashed lines represent a possible
behavior near the time of the meteor flares. RMS errors, when larger than

the plotted points, are shown by vertical bars.
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Meteor 40503. Trajectory measures for this meteor are impossible

from the nearest station for all but a few beginning dashes. At distant sta-
tions, the final portion of the meteor is either off field or the data are
degraded by the great range. Only the second nearest station gives any
useful information on deceleration. The shutter breaks are not visible in
any of our measuring engines, but they can be clearly detected in densitom-
eter tracings made with the slit scanning in the direction of the meteor's
motion. The positions of the breaks relative to a recognizable point early
in the trail were read from tracings. The measures were consistent with
those made on a very high-contrast copy of the original film. A single
deceleration solution for the arc (4.5 =t (sec) = 5.5) was obtained. We find
v=66=3 g/crn2 at t = 4. 75. The quoted uncertainty is the rms error
derived from the rms error of the deceleration as determined in the least-
squares solution, but this formal error can be unrealistic. We are reluctant
to accept a single determination without an independent confirmation from a
separate film or an adjacent trajectory arc. Such confirmation is not avail-
able in this case, but we can add some credence to our result by a very

unusual procedure forced on us by this unusual meteor.

Decelerations are second derivatives of observational data. They are
often small quantities, and it is not unusual for the initial portion of a tra-
jectory — or any portion of a poorly determined trajectory — to show formal
errors of the deceleration comparable to the value itself. Velocities, on
the other hand, are first derivatives of observations and are generally well

determined.

The trajectory data for 40503 are plotted in Figure 5 in a fashion to
demonstrate an astonishing proportionality relationship between this meteor
and Lost City. The time scale for 40503 has been expanded by a factor of
1.5 and the velocity scale contracted by the same factor. The velocity and
height curves are almost superimposed if an arbitrary 1-sec shift of the
time origin is applied. (The curves would, for the most part, be indistinguish-
able in the drawing if we had applied a 0.85-sec shift.) The coincidence of
the height curves results from a purely chance equality of the zenith angles of

the radiants. The similarity of the velocity curves as plotted shows that any
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Fig. 5. Trajectory history of three fireballs. Height-time curves

appear as the group of nearly straight lines in the lower left.

group of curves are velocity-time plots.

apply only to meteor 40503.

The other

The outer scales of time and velocity

The time scale for meteor 40503 has been ex-

panded by a factor of 1.5 relative to the other meteors (and the velocity scale

contracted by a like factor) to exhibit a fortuitous similarity between this

meteor and Lost City.
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time-independent function of the meteors (e.g., Vz/'\./') is almost the same
for any value of abscissa. Furthermore, since the absolute value of the
height and therefore the atmospheric density also agree at any such point,
we can conclude that p VZ/ZV =y takes on about the same value for both

meteors at corresponding times.

It is not our usual practice to determine ballistic coefficients by inspec-
tion of velocity curves, but, lacking well-determined deceleration data on
40503 and taking advantage of the fortuitous similarity with Lost City, we
believe we have demonstrated that its dynamic mass is comparable to that
of Lost City and that our single determination of v = 66 g/crm2 is of the right

order.

5. INTERPRETATION

We begin the analysis of these data by following the classical single-body
theory that has given consistent results for other meteor data. Application
of this theory requires an estimate of the terminal mass of the meteor — that
part of the mass that has not vaporized — and, therefore, has not contributed
to the light-producing process. The terminal mass, then, is a correction to be
added to the photometric mass. We will introduce simple variations in the con-
stants T and CDA (particularly for Lost City apd 40617), either as suggested
by the observations or as an attempt to find reasonable extremes of these
constants. The implications for previous interpretations of fireball data will

be discussed in Section 6.

We assume that Lost City and 40617 were homogeneous bodies and
similar to the meteorite. We take it as self-evident that 40503 must differ

from these two in some fundamental characteristic.
A. Terminal Mass
IAAAAAAAAAAA A AR
The recovered mass of Lost City is 17 kg. It is most unlikely that cur

recovery efficiency has been perfect. We suppose that small pieces remain

but that they may be less than the present total. We noted earlier that
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another major fragment, comparable to the largest one recovered, may
exist. A total ground mass of 20—30 kg appears to be a reasonable estimate.

In the following, we have assumed a terminal mass of 25 kg.

The terminal mass of 40617 is almost certainly less than that of Lost
City. The value of v of each of the three fragments at the end of their tra-
jectories is 17.5 g/cmz, about 271 /3 of that of the main trail of Lost City.
If each of the three pieces has the same value of CDA derived for the main
mass of Lost City, then the total terminal mass is 3 X 1/2 X 9.8 kg = 15 kg.

A comparison of the intensity of the two meteors at a point near the end
of their trajectories suggests that this is probably an upper limit. If the

intensity is produced either by meteoric line radiation or by gas-cap radia-

tion, then, to a good approximation
Ix Sp {12}
for objects of the same velocity.

The heights of the main trail of Lost City and any of the three trails of
40617 when V = 4.5 km/sec are, respectively, 19.7 km and 25.9 km. Atmos-

pheric densities at these heights are 9.3 X 10—5 g/crn3 and 3.5 X 10_5 g/c_mB,
The main trail of Lost City is M = -4. 6, and one trail of 40617 is M = -2.0.
=11.0.

The ratio of the intensities is then, from equation (5), IL.C. /140617

From equation (12) and the measured frontal area of fragment 1, we find

5

9.3 x 10 ~ 2
z SL.C. = 90 cm {13}

(11.0) (3.5x 10 7)

S40617 =

Given the terminal value of v and assuming CD =~ 1, then the terminal mass
is about 1.5 kg/fragment or about 5 kg total. We take an average of these

two, 10 kg, as a first estimate of the terminal mass in the following.

27




We stated earlier that we consider the terminal mass of 40503 to be very
small. We reached this conclusion by comparing the luminosity of the meteor
with that of Lost City at comparable points in the trajectory. At an altitude
of 26 km, Vi, c.

40503 at this altitude, which is just below the terminal flare, would have

~ 8 km/sec and M = -9, Any sizable terminal fragment of

V = 12 km/sec. Yet despite the greater velocity, the intensity of the pre-
sumed remains is below the film limit. We deduce from the known geometry
of the trajectory and the sensitivity of the optical system that at this altitude,
M > -1 (see Figure 3); i. e., the intensity is less than that produced by about
30 kg of Lost City by a factor of more than 1031 Certainly a 1-kg meteoritic
stone would have been easily observable under these conditions, and indeed
we would be surprised if 10 g could go undetected. For whatever reason,
this meteoroid essentially disappeared during the terminal flare, and its

terminal mass, in the usual sense of finite fragments, is trivial at best.

B._Comparison of Photometric and Dynagnic Masgees,

In the upper curve of Figure 6, we show a comparison of the sum of the
estimated terminal mass, 25 kg, and photometric mass with the dynamic
mass derived from the values of v given in Figure 4a. We have chosen
Cp=1.2, A=2.0, andp = 3.73 g/c:rn3 for the portion of the trajectory
after fragmentation. The latter two values are, respectively, the measured
shape factor of the main mass when it presents a maximum area to the flight
direction, and the bulk density of the meteorite as determined by Clark et al.
(this issue). The value of CD is that deduced from the trajectory data and
the measured shape factor (Section 3). The luminous efficiency factor used
was that described in Section 4B. The agreement for this portion of the curve
is far better than the data demand. The prefragmentation trajectory data have
been fitted to the photometric mass att = 6 sec with a value of CDA = 3.80.

The poor agreement may well be attributed to the weak determination of v

for this interval.
"The ratio of the initial mass to the terminal mass is, for the assumptions

used here, 480/25. There is considerable evidence from measurements of

cosmic-ray tracks and from studies of radio isotopes produced by cosmic
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Fig. 6. Comparison of photometric mass (mp) plus terminal mass <‘mt)
of Lost City with its dynamic mass (md). The luminous efficiency law given
in the text is varied by the factor k. The ballistic coefficients shown in
Figure 4a have been converted to dynamic masses by the choices of CDA shown
in this figure. Preatmospheric masses derived from either model, k =1 or

k = 8§, are essentially indistinguishable from the masses att = 3 sec and are,

respéctively, 490 kg and 72 kg.
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rays that many meteorites do not ablate such a large fraction of their mass.
If Lost City ablated only 4 or 5 cm on all surfaces, its initial mass would
have been roughly 50—100 kg, depending on the actual end mass. We can
decrease the photometric mass by applying an arbitrary linear correction
factor, k, to the luminous efficiency. The plotted mass curve for k = 8 is
also shown in Figure 6. In this case, we have used the minimum terminal
mass corresponding to the 17 kg of collected material to improve the {it with
the dynamic mass. Even so, the agreement with the m, curve for C_A = 1.7

d D
is quite poor.

Although the true correction to the provisional photometric mass is
unlikely to be the simple scale factor k, no other variation can force a fit
between the two masses so long as the initial and final masses are so con-
strained. We conclude, then, that either the correction to the provisional

mp is very much less than k = 8 or that C_A is not a constant during the

last portion of the trajectory. For exampllae, if CDA increases linearly with
time and takes on values of 1.27 (about that for a sphere) att = 6.5 and

2.38 att = 8. 75, the dashed curve labeled CDA = f(t) in Figure 6 would result.
It is readily shown by application of equations (6) and (7) that this model (to-
gether with CD = constant) predicts that the frontal area of the body is unchanged
during an ablation process that has reduced the mass to about one-third.

This behavior may be unlikely, but it is not impossible. However, if the
terminal mass proves to be substantially greater than the present recovered
mass, the model could be satisfied only by an increase in area occurring
while even less mass was ablated. These conditions are met only if the body
changes orientation during the last portion of the trajectory. The main mass
shows every indication of having had a very stable flight for some period of
time. We believe, therefore, that 1 < k < 8 are probable extreme limits to
the correction to our luminous efficiency. If time variations of A are present
and important, further refinements to the correction are not possible from

our data alone. We require, at the least, an upper limit of the initial mass.

The results of a similar analysis for 40617 are shown in Figure 7. The
bulk density of Lost City was assumed for this object. It is possible to fit

m , with a wide range of values of k when the terminal mass is taken as a

d
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Fig. 7. Comparison of photometric mass (mp) plus terminal mass {mt}
of meteor 40617 with dynamic mass (md). The luminous efficiency law given
in the text is varied by the factor k. The dynamic mass is derived from the
ballistic coefficient shown in Figure 4b and the values of CDA given in this
figure. Preatmospheric masses for the cases k =1, 4, and 8 are 98 kg,

23 kg, and 11 kg, respectively.

31



free parameter. It is notable, though, that if our best estimate of the ter-
minal mass, 10 kg, is used, then k= 1 again gives the best fit. If k= 8 and
CDA = 1.13 throughout the postfragmentation trajectory, the three terminal
fragments of 1/3 kg each would be approximately spherical and would have
presentation areas of about 25 cmz, or about 7% of that of Lost City. It is
unlikely that this body would produce 10% of the intensity of Lost City in an
atmosphere of one-third the density. Values of k = 4 and m, = 3 kg (Figure 7}

cannot be excluded by these arguments.
6. INFLUX RATE AND BULK DENSITY OF METEOROIDS

Lost City was the first meteorite recovery in 6 years of operation of
the Prairie Network. When the program began, we expected about one fall
of 1 kg or larger per year, based on Brown's [1960] statistics. We also
expected to learn much from the first success. The latter expectation has
been justified, but our results cause us to wonder whether it has been our
analysis of the data or a paucity of falls that is primarily responsible for

our previous lack of success.

We here summarize the Lost City results and our other search efforts
to give some answers to this question and to the more general question of the

structure or densities of average fireballs.

We planned to initiate a search when the observations were good and
when the terminal ballistic coefficient was v 2 20 g/cmz. The limit is given
both because small bodies are difficult to find and because uncertainties in
the wind correction increase with diminishing size. We have made exceptions
to our rules in several cases. Searches were made for a poorly observed
object that we believed to be large and for two well-observed small bodies
falling through moderate wind fields. Extensive search efforts were made
for six events (the Network staff has walked about 5,000 mi). We began four
of these searches, including Lost City, with some confidence of success.

Two of the meteorites had terminal ballistic coefficients comparable to that

of Lost City. Limited attempts were made for the recovery of five other
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suspected falls. Three of these had v < 20 g/cm. The other two were accom-
panied by sonic booms and gave other indications of a sizable fall. Unfor-
tunately, clouds had obscured the primary cameras. Impact uncertainties

were many kilometers.

In the past, we have commented on the small number of objects with
sizable terminal ballistic coefficients and, either directly or by implication,
have stated that this demonstrated our original estimates to be in error.

In reaching this conclusion, we assumed an average spherical shape for
meteorites. However, Lost City no. 1 proved to be about eight times the
mass of an aerodynamically similar sphere. If this large correction factor
were to be applied to all our other estimated terminal masses, we would
conclude that our original fall rate was in fact underestimated. We would will-
ingly admit complete uncertainty on the subject now if Lost City had not proved
to be unique in several ways. First, we suspect that it is no coincidence that
our deepest penetrating meteoroid produced the first recovery. Perhaps our
other searches had been for bodies nearly as small as we estimated. Second,
we remain puzzled by the ease of recovery of Lost City when compared to

our more extensive searches that ended in failure. We acknowledge that
outside assistance was partially responsible for fragments 2 and 3 (and
apparently the assistance of Providence for fragment 1). But we believe a
recovery by local residents is more likely in farmland, where most of cur
attempts were made, than in the range or woodland of Lost City. Further-
more, we believe we had at least 75% chance of recovering no. 1 had it not
been on the road. We are certain that no. 4 would have been recovered within
a week or two of the beginning of the search. Again we suspect that the end
mass of Lost City was larger than for our other events and that recovery

efforts were successful because there was more material to be found.

The flux of large bodies of meteoritic material entering the atmosphere
has been another quantity of interest. Our preliminary estimates on this
[McCrosky, 1968a] were based on photometric masses using our best estimate
for the luminosity law applicable to smaller bodies. These estimated fluxes
were higher than would be predicted by simple extrapolation of the small-body

data but were reasonably consistent with airwave observations reported by
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Shoemaker. The reader is referred to a review by Gault [1970] for further

details.

A large input mass together with the surprisingly low terminal mass
suggested that the average meteorite underwent nearly total ablation. This
conclusion was inconsistent with the modest ablation rates found from
shielding determined from various cosmic-ray effects in meteorites. We

concluded that most fireballs were not produced by meteorites.

Estimates of the bulk density of meteoroids have been made by consider-
ing this quantity the major unknown in equation (7). The governing relation-

ship is

3
,  (Cp Av)

m_ m_ +m
P t

P

McCrosky and Ceplecha [1970] found that most Prairie Net meteors had bulk

o)

densities between 0.1 and 1.5 g/cms, with an average value of about 0.5 g/cm”.
This was not an entirely independent confirmation of the nature of the mete-
oroid. If we were overestimating the initial masses by using an erroneous
luminosity law and at the same time underestimating dynamic (and terminal)
masses because the average shapes were flatter than assumed, we would, by

equation (14), be attributing too low a density to the material.

McCrosky and Ceplecha assumed spherical shapes (A =1.21, C

D
and a constant luminosity coefficient 7, = 10 19 cgs. The new luminosity law

0
used in the present analysis cannot be expressed accurately in the simple

=2.5X% 10—19 cgs.

=0.92)

form, but it can be reasonably well approximated by T
If we now assume that the average fireball obeys the same luminosity
law as does Lost City for k = 1 and that this average object also has initially

the flattened shape represented by C_A = 2.4, then densities were previously

3/2., 2.5)1/2

rections are indicated by the data on 40617 after fragmentation., If, however,

D

underestimated by a factor of (2.4/1.11) 5. Comparable cor-
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the average meteoroid has the flattening represented by the value of

CDA = 3.39 for 40617 before fragmentation, then our earlier estimates would
be in error by a factor of 8. Essentially the same result obtains if we take
k> 1 and use corresponding lower values of CDA. Stated otherwise, had we
not known the bulk density and shape of Lost City, we would have concluded

that it was a low-density meteoroid.

The excellent agreement between the two mass scales for k = 1 (Section
5B) would appear to place the burden of the correction on the shape factor
rather than on the luminous efficiency. If we are to attribute the small ratio,
mass/area, of all fireballs to the shape factor, rather than to density, we
must also be prepared to specify (a) the means of production of flat mete-
oroids, and (b) why they should, almost universally, traverse most of their
trajectory in a maximum-drag orientation. If (a) is possible, then any body
for which (b) fails will appear to have an exceptionally high value of m/A.

No more than a few percent of meteors appear in this category [McCrosky
and Ceplecha, 1970].

Condition (a) is satisfied either by the ad hoc proposal that flat objects
are produced in the crushing of the meteorite parent body or by space etching
of meteoroids of less extreme shape, a suggestion made and rejected by
McCrosky and Ceplecha. With only one case in hand, we are not yet com-
pelled to assume that flattening is a common characteristic of meteorites.
We note, though, that this attribute would affect the interpretation of
cosmogenic isotope data and should be considered for Lost City, where the

evidence for an initial flat shape is rather good.

We have proceeded thus far on the premise that Lost City and 40617 are
typical of all fireballs. But in fact, Lost City is unique in our collection of
data. Only one other meteor may have penetrated a comparable amount of
atmosphere, and we have never before seen meteor fragments persist for
such a large fraction of the trajectory. Furthermore, we have an example
in 40503 of a meteor with grossly different behavior that must, we believe,
result from a very different material. We can test three hypotheses

regarding 40503.
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(1) The meteor is in every way similar to other meteoritic stones. This

statement is false since an object of some considerable size was observed
to disintegrate totally under thermal or pressure stresses that other

meteorites — and Lost City in particular — withstood with only minor disruption.

(2) The meteorite is identical to ordinary meteorites in its chemistry

and in its bulk properties except for strength. The mass-luminosity law

that appears adequate for understanding Lost City (k= 1) is also applicable

to this body. If so, mp = 16.5 tons att = 4. 75 sec where we have determined
v = 66 g/cmz. We would conclude, then, that CDA =9,2. If CD = 1.78 (a
maximum value for hypersonic flow), then A = 5.2, corresponding to a disk

with an unlikely diameter-to-thickness ratio of 13.

As noted earlier, the measurements of mp and mj are poor for this
case. As probable extreme limits, we can assume that mp has been over-
estimated by a factor of 16 (an error of 3 mag) and m 4 underestimated by a
factor of 2; then CDA = 1.8 and the initial mass is 1 ton. Half of this
initial mass is lost during the bright flare of 0. 1-sec duration. Suppose the
flare is caused by a disruption into many small pieces, each of which then
undergoes an independent ablation process that consumes the fragment during
the period of the flare. The lifetime, At, of a meteoroid fragment of mass
m, is comparable to the time required to encounter its own mass of atmos-

phere. For the present case,

m, =~ ApV At =10 g (15)

This model of a weak structure disintegrating into tens of thousands of frag-
ments almost instantaneously is perhaps a possibility. However, if we
greatly overestimated the errors in mp, the mass dissipation in the flare is,

to us, incredible.

(3) The meteoroid's extreme fragility results in its abrupt demise. The

exceptional luminosity associated with the flare is derived from some physical

process not accounted for in the classical meteor theory., The mechanical

structure may be tentatively taken as that of a weak carbonaceous chondrite

of P = 2 g/cmz. For a rough computation, let us further assume that
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CDA = 2 and accept our value of v = 66 g/cmz. These imply a mass of
m = 0.6 ton, or about 4% of that determined from the luminosity law; i. e.,
that law and the photometry contain a combined error of a factor of 25. Much
of the problem is resolved if the extreme errors in photometry of 3 mag are
present in the proper sense. We doubt these large errors and believe that
errors of about 2 mag are more reasonable. This could reduce the mass
discrepancy to about a factor of 4 or 5, close to that suggested by Allen and
Baldwin [1967] for the correction to the luminous efficiency for meteoroids

of high carbon content when observations are made with panchromatic
emulsions. (Highly refractory soot particles are expected to transfer an
appreciable fraction of their kinetic energy into detectable blackbody radia-
tion.) This event, then, can be understood if all the following are true:

(a) the body is exceptionally weak; (b) it is quite flat; (c) the luminosity law
for the meteor departs appreciably from that of Lost City; and (d) the photom-

etry has a large error in the proper sense.

If the photometry is without error, we are at a loss to explain this
object in terms of any known material without calling on an additional energy

source in the meteoroid or in the atmosphere.

With the Lost City data in hand, we would no longer insist that the over-
whelming majority of our fireballs are unlike normal meteorites. Some
fraction of these can be meteorites disguised by shapes similar to that of
Lost City. On the other hand, we can find no way to force meteor 40503
into the mold of a high-density object. If the brightest fireball can be other
than a common meteorite, we suppose that some smaller objects can be as

well.
7. ORBITS

The orbits of the three meteors are given in Table 1. We also list the
only other well-determined orbit of a meteorite, P{'i,bram [Ceplecha, 1961],
and the orbits of four other meteors with unusual characteristics thought to
be indicators of meteorites in flight [Halliday, 1960; Cook et al., 1963;
Jacchia et al., 1967].
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They are similar to the great majority of fireball orbits in having low
inclinations and aphelia within Jupiter's orbit. Of the seven objects thought
to be meteoritic (we exclude 40503 from this category), five have perihelion
distances q > 0. 92 au, the others being gq= 0.76 auand q= 0.79 au. The
median value for fireballs with semimajor axis a <5 auis gq= 0.7 au
[McCrosky, 1968b]. Perihelion distances for small, low-inclination orbits
have a strongqi}nverse correlation with the entry velocity, Voo. Thus, for the
meteorites Pribram and Lost City, a relatively large value of q was a neces-
sary condition for their survival during entry. The other objects were also
low velocity. This may not be a general characteristic of high-density
material, however. An observational selection effect may be responsible
for the apparent correlation. Low-velocity objects can produce long-enduring

meteors, and it is these that can be best analyzed for trajectory data.

We also note that the entry velocities and orbits of Ptribram and 40503
are not dissimilar, but their behavior in the atmosphere was totally different.
We conclude that with the limited data now available, the orbital parameters

alone are insufficient to distinguish among the different types of meteors.
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