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ABSTRACT

The work reported herein was accomplished during the materials
selection phase (Phase I) on NASA Contract NAS 9-11368. This report is
submitted in compliance with Article I, requesting reports at the end
of each phase of the contract.

This being the first report under Contract NAS 9-11368, an out-
,v line of the total program is presented under paragraph A, Introduction.

Basic requirements of the materials selected and the rationale for these
requirements are discussed in paragraph B.I.

The selected resin for the first core and face sheet fabrication
is Monsanto RS6234 polyimide. Later cores may use another resin. The
selected fiber for core manufacture is Hercules HT-S, and the selected
fiber for face sheets is Hercules HM-S; these selections are discussed
in paragraphs B.2 and B.3, respectively. Bonding adhesives for face
sheet-to-core bonding are to be made in Phase III of the program;
however, screening of candidates is discussed in paragraph B.4.
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DEVELOPMENT OF LIGHTWEIGHT GRAPHITE/POLYIMIDE HONEYCOMB

A. INTRODUCTION

The objective of this program is to develop the tools and techniques
necessary to produce extremely lightweight honeycomb sandwich panels, to
fabricate and test these panels, and to develop design data. Carbon
fibers are to be used with a resin 'suitable for a 200-hour, 600 F,
exposure. The target core weight is 2.0 Ib/cu ft, requiring 0.001 to
0.002 in. per ply thicknesses. Honeycomb core in various weights and
cell sizes and candidate face sheet orientations will be made and tested.
Sandwich panels will then be made from the lightest workable gauges
until a minimum feasible weight configuration is established. Struc-
tural tests will be performed to establish design parameters, allowable
strengths, and resultant deflections. Test results for the graphite
panels will be compared with results to be expected from glass fiber
panels of comparable weight and configuration.

The program is being conducted in five phases as follows:

Phase I - Materials Selection

Phase II - Thin Gauge Material Manufacture

Phase III - Fabrication Development

Phase IV - Design and Manufacture of Panels

Phase V - Panel Testing and Design Allowables Determination

The program will be conducted in an 18-month time span with reports
written at the end of each phase. The program milestone schedule is
presented in Table I.





B. PHASE I EFFORT - MATERIALS SELECTION

High temperature resin systems were evaluated through both litera-
ture review and materials testing. Recommendations for potential mate-
rials were made on the basis of analysis work under Phase I and Phase IV
materials studies.

Five fibers known to have the "capability of achieving the desired
thin gauge composite thickness with no fiber manufacturing changes were
considered: Hercules (Courtaulds) HM, HT, and A; and Morganite I and II.
Processibility, cost, availability, and sandwich panel design require-
ments were used to reduce this to two fibers. Tested properties were
evaluated on these two fibers prior to final selection.

Face sheet-to-core bonding adhesive candidates were selected on the
basis of resin filleting tests, resin handling, processing characteristics,
and high temperature bond strength. Final bonding adhesive selection
will occur in Phase III of the program.

The following subparagraphs give the results of the materials
selection effort.

1. Material Requirements

The materials selection is controlled by the intended use of
the lightweight honeycomb sandwich panels which are to be delivered at
the end of the program. The intended use is to be the structural support
panel for a thermal protection system. The general configuration is
shown in Figure 1. The panel is 24-in. wide and is to be simply supported
at a distance of 25 in. The load is distributed uniformly over the
panel at a maximum value of 8 psi. The insulation system which the
sandwich panel supports has an elongation capability of 0.4 percent
(4,OOOM in./in.). The minimum temperature the panel is to be designed
to meet is 500° F--with a goal of 600° F and an exposure duration of
200 hours.

The effects of these design requirements on the materials to
be selected (core, face sheet, and face sheet-to-core bonding adhesive)
are discussed in the following subparagraphs.

a. Core Material Requirements

The material from which the core is to be manufactured
•must enable the core to meet the following specific requirements:

(1) The core must have sufficient shear strength
to withstand the design induced shear stresses
through the relation
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Figure 1. Panel Configuration

where:

Fs

V

b

d

t

= core shear stress

= applied shear load

= panel width

= panel height

= core thickness

(2) The core bending and shear modulus must be of
sufficient magnitude to prevent excessive
deflection of the core, and to prevent face
sheet wrinkling through the relation

F- . , , . = 0.5 (G E E,.)
fs wrinkling c c f'

1/3
(2)

where:

G

c

!f

core shear modulus

core Young's modulus

face sheet Young's modulus



(3) The core must have the compressive strength to
resist crushing by both the design loads acting
normal to the panel facings and by flexure-
induced core compressive stresses.

The most important of these three requirements is core
shear strength. If the shear requirements can be met, the core compres-
sive strength and modulus will normally exceed design requirements.

Continuous unidirectional graphite in a resin matrix
represents a possibly optimum material system for maximizing strength
and modulus to weight. The major advantage of graphite would be reduced
weight; however, for very stringent deflection limits, the higher
stiffness of graphite core also results in thinner gauge skins and a
further weight saving.

Core cell size is another variable of great importance.
For a given base material, cell size will .determine ultimate density and
associated honeycomb properties. Further, it has a significant influence
on core-to-face sheet bonding efficiency, and on face sheet thickness
and weight. The latter influence on the face sheet results from
intercell buckling which is inversely proportional to cell size through
the relation

•r, _ £: p. I _i. I /-o\

cr buckling (1 _ ̂ 2j
 B*l " ' ^J;

where:

F' , ,,. = critical intercell buckling stresscr buckling

Ef = modulus of facing

tf = thickness of facing

JLl = Poisson's ratio of facing

s = cell size

It is this relation which prevents the reduction of core weight through
the use of larger and larger cell sizes. The design of a minimum weight
panel requires a balance between core shear strength, face sheet bending
stress, face sheet wrinkling stress, and the intercell buckling stress.
Preliminary calculations, using assumed values for composite properties
and core properties, have shown a cell size between 1/4 and 3/8 in.
should produce the minimum weight sandwich panel for this application.

Refer to List of References



In order to obtain the target core density of less than
2.0 Ib/cu ft, a tradeoff between extremely thin web thickness and cell
size is required. Table II gives core density versus foil thickness
and cell size for a graphite composite of 95 Ib/cu ft density (0.055
Ib/cu in.). Table II is based upon the relation from Reference 2 for
hexagon cell

(4)
U JS U

where:

W = core density
c

W = density of web or ribbon material

to = web thickness

s = cell size

It can be seen that at a cell size of 0.500 in., the web
thickness must be less than 0.004 in., and at a cell size of 0.250 in.,
the web thickness must be less than 0.002 in. Further, the more effi-
cient laminates for combined shear and compressive stress will require
more than one ply, such as +45 or 0+45. These orientations require
2 and 3 plies, respectively, ignoring the possible need for a balanced
layup which would require 4 and 6 plies, respectively. The fiber
selected, and its form (random mat, oriented mat, cloth, or broadgoods)
must, therefore, be capable of achieving less than 0.002 in. per ply.

b. Core Manufacturing Requirements

Honeycomb core manufacturing techniques must also be
considered in the-, selection of the fiber/matrix core material. There
are two principle methods for manufacturing honeycomb core: The
corrugation process, and the expansion process. In the corrugation
process, the web stock material is just corrugated and, subsequently,
bonded at the node points to form the honeycomb. In the expansion
process, the web stock is first bonded at the node points and then the
stacked sheets pulled or expanded to the desired cell configuration.
The expansion process could use either cured or uncured sheets; however,
it is limited to web stock which is sufficiently pliable to withstand
expansion. High stiffness-low elongation materials are very difficult
to expand successfully; therefore, it is expected that uncured web
stock would be required with graphite fiber. The development of a
graphite prepreg system, with a high temperature matrix which could be
expanded, was considered to be of too high a risk to this program;
therefore, the corrugated process was selected. The two fabrication
procedures are illustrated in Figures 2 and 3.

2
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Figure 2. Expansion Process of Honeycomb Manufacture

PRESS CURE

WEB-*']

ROLL

BOND NODES

CORRUGATED PANEL
—L •

Figure 3. Corrugation Process of Honeycomb Manufacture



In the corrugation process, the web stock is corrugated
while it is still pliable, then the corrugated sheets are cured in metal
molds which have been carefully designed to produce the configuration
desired. Since it is a press-cure procedure, the use of high pressures^
and temperatures is possible. Vacuum can also be used; however, higher
production rates and lower cost would be attainable without vacuum.

c. Face Sheet Material ̂ Requirements

In a sandwich panel with symmetrical facings, uniformly
loaded as a simple-supported beam, the optimum panel design is controlled
by the face sheet allowable stress, allowable panel deflection, and
minimum weight. Since the insulation the sandwich panel is to support
has a limited elongation capability (0.4 percent), small panel deflections
are required. It has also been pointed out in Equations (2) and (3) in
subparagraph a. that a high face sheet modulus produces an advantage and
would lead to a lighter panel. Studies run in Reference 2 have indicated
that face sheet thicknesses in the order of 0.007 to 0.015 in. produce
the minimum weight panels with presently available cores of glass and
nomex. These face sheets were mostly unidirectional with 10 to 20 per-
cent of the fibers in the transverse direction to permit handling and to
carry stresses resulting from the Poisson effect.

Thus, high modulus graphite with an ultimate elongation,
around 0.4 percent and ply thicknesses of 0.005 in., are required for the
spanwise direction of the face sheet while very thin plies of material,
0.001 to 0.003 in., are required for the transverse direction.

2. Fiber Selection

As discussed in paragraph 1, the fiber stock material selected
for the core must have high shear strength and shear modulus while the
fiber stock material selected for the face sheet must have high tensile
modulus. The face :sheet material must be capable of achieving less than
0.003 in. per ply while the core material must be less than 0.002 in.
per ply.

A study was performed to evaluate available prepreg forms
including random mat, unidirectional mat, woven cloth, and unidirectional
fiber. The evaluation included cost and mechanical properties, but was
primarily based upon thickness. The results presented in Table III show
that the only one of these capable of achieving the desired thickness
was unidirectional fiber, and that unidirectional fiber also gives
superior properties. The cost to achieve the thickness is high, however,
and, if it were not for the low weight at a small cell size requirement,
the more conventional thickness would be more desirable.



TABLE III

COMPARISON OF AVAILABLE GRAPHITE FIBER PREPREG FORMS

Material

Random mat

Oriented mat

Woven cloth

Unidirectional

Unidirectional

Minimum
Thickness
Per Ply
(in.)

0.005

0.005

0.006

0.005

0.0016

Modulus*
(psi x 106)

12.0

15.6

8.0

20.0

16.0

Strength*
(psi x 103)

35.0

53.0

60.0

180.0

130.0

Approximate
Cost/lb**

($)

180

180

145

130

450

*
High strength fiber

**
Based upon $150/lb fiber cost

There were three distinct fiber types considered: High strength,
high modulus, and an intermediate strength and modulus fiber. To meet
the thickness requirement, the fiber had to either be available in
0.002 in. thickness or be amenable to spreading to such, a thickness. Listed
in Table IV are the fibers considered. Thornel 400 was not available at the
time of fiber selection. Clearly, only Morganite and Courtaulds fibers
have demonstrated thickness/ply values in the range required.

: 'i •'•»

Composite properties obtained with these fibers in epoxy
matrices are presented in Table V. Properties given were obtained from
the literature. Consistently higher tensile and shear strengths are
given by the HT-S and Morganite II fibers while the highest modulii are
found with Thornel 75S and GY-70 followed by Morganite I, HM-S, HMG-50,
Fortafil 5 and Thornel 50 grouped together.

Hercules chose the HM-S material for the face sheet material
based upon its high modulus and demonstrated thin gauge capability.
Neither the GY-70 nor the Thornel 75S could be processed to produce ply
thicknesses less than 5 and 7 mils, respectively. The HT-S fiber was
selected for the core material based upon its high shear strength and
demonstrated thin ply capability. Morganite I and II are also acceptable
materials and have been treated as equivalent to HM-S and HT-S, respectively,
by several companies. Lower cost and processing familiarity with the
Courtaulds fibers further dictated their use.

10
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ôi

0 £1
O 4-1

4-1 >H
•H O
S3 &

01
4->
•rl

O M
o cu
4J LO
•H -rl

S3 fa

r-H rH
vO vO

CO
O
m
r— 1

O 0)

•? Eu o§ e

o
1 vO

ON O

00 i-l
cn ^^

00 O

vo m
i-H t-H
rH rH

o>
T)
•H

rl XI
•H M
cO cfl
> CJ

c
CJ 0
--» -H
Q C
O &

0) 01
*O *C3
•rl -H
(o to
rl rl

CO CO

CJ CJ

a c
0 0
•rl -rl
rj rj

£> S>

t-H r-H
VO vo
•vf «*

CO CO
m m
r^ r^«

rH rH
01 CU

E ' S
0 0
f*j 1j~]

o
ON

O

ON
cn

O

O
rH
i-H

CU
CO
0)

cfl
rH
CU
CJ

01
CO
0)

CO
rH
0)
U

<3

o
m
cn
i

o
r-
i

a

o
ON

vO

<f
CM

<f

ĉn
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ôj-
. i-H

a,
ôi
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3. Matrix Selection

Matrix evaluation encompassed literature review, the manufactur-
ing of prepregs and plates, and testing for composite properties.

The evaluation was made on the basis of mechanical properties
(flexural strength and modulus and interlaminar shear), void content,
processing variables (handling of resin, preparation of prepreg, and
fabrication of composite structure), and cost. The handling of resin
was further divided into (1) the uniformity of the resin film or the
ease of applying a uniform liquid resin coat, and (2) the necessity
of modifying the resins either by solvent dilution or by adding chemicals
to give the resin films tack. Prepreg preparation included B-staging
time and temperature, ease of solvent removal, tack and drape. The
following procedures were included under composite structure fabrica-
tion: Precure treatment, cure conditions (time, temperature, and
pressure), and postcure schedule.

a. Literature Review

Since 1968, Hercules has had a continuing company-funded
program in the use of high temperature resins with graphite fibers.
Extensive literature surveys and screening tests of potentially useful
resin systems have developed a comprehensive background in polyimide
chemistry and a general knowledge of the suitability of commercially
available resins. Tables VI and VII summarize some of the resin data
compiled through early 1971. The five general classes of commercially
available resins considered in these tables are polyimides (PI),
polybenzimidazoles (FBI), polysulfones , polyamideimide, and polyquinoxalines,
Numerous other classes of resins currently generating considerable
interest including pyrrones, poly-as-triazines, polyimidazoquinazolines,
and polyquinazolotriazoles were not considered to be far enough along
in their stage of development to be considered for this program.

1) Polybenzimidazoles

Although polybenzimidazoles offer good initial
strengths and very good high temperature strength retention for short
times, long exposure (100 hours and up) at elevated temperature (500 F
and up) in air causes rapid polymer degradation. Resin weight losses
of 50 percent in glass laminates after 50 hours exposure at 700 F

13
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23
have been reported. Also, FBI processing is difficult, requiring
long postcure cycles in nitrogen or vacuum at temperatures up to 800 F.
Volatile removal during cure is particularly difficult and leaves the
resin matrix somewhat porous. This porosity is part of the reason for
the FBI's poor performance with long, high temperature exposure.
Increasing cure pressure to prevent porosity is not a solution to the
problem since the trapped volatiles disturb the equilibrium reaction
which results in lower molecular weight polymer and poorer performance.
Incorporation of antioxidants in the resin or sealing the laminate with
other resins improve the high temperature performance but do not correct
the fundamental weakness of the material. For these reasons, FBI is
not generally considered as a desirable laminating resin in the
industry at present and was dropped from consideration.

2) Polyquinoxalines

Whittaker Research and Development has been working
on polyquinoxalines (PQ) and polyphenylquinoxalines (PPQ)l" and is
marketing polymer solutions in pilot quantities at approximately -$750
per gallon. The quinoxalines are storable at room temperature, stable
to oxidation to 700 F, laminates retain 95 percent of room temperature
strength at 600° F and 62 percent at 700 F (based on preliminary data-^),
and have better physical properties than P13N which appears to be the
strongest polyimide evaluated to date. Their major disadvantages
(besides cost) are low solubility and the requirement for carefully con-
trolled cure at high pressures and temperatures up to 750 F. The PPQ
shows greater solubility and easier processing that the PQ; however,
this material is not as far along in its development as the PQ. Both
the PQ and PPQ typically show some thermoplastic failure behavior when
tested to failure. Carefully prepared samples, however, in which all
solvent has been removed do not show this behavior. Although these
matrices show promise, the cost was prohibitive; and both PQ and PPQ
were dropped from consideration.

3) Pyrrones

The pyrrones are being evaluated by several investi-
gators on a laboratory basis, but no one as yet is offering the materials
as salable items. These materials (depending on the precursor) can have
a complete ladder structure and are stable in air at 750 to 800° F.
Reported values of tensile strength, elongation, and Young's modulus are
in the range of 15,000 to 22,000 psi, 3 to 7 percent, and 600,000 to
1,000,000 psi, respectively.24- These are film property values; no
laminate data is currently available. Disadvantages of the material are:
Low solubility, sensitive cure cycle, and availability.

23 24
' Refer to List of References
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4) Resin Candidate Selection

As a result of the literature survey, polyimide
resins were judged to be the more reliable resin system for use in the
program from the standpoint of cost, availability, processibility, and
experience. Three of the polyimide systems were selected for further
screening tests, TRW's P13N, Hexcel's F174, and Monstanto's RS6234.
P13N was selected because of its excellent high temperature stability
and low void processing; F174, a modified Monsanto Skybond 709, was
selected since it is being used by Hexcel in glass polyimide core at
the present time. RS6234 was selected since it has been selected for
characterization by General Dynamics/Convair for space shuttle applica-
tions under NASA Contract NAS 8-26198.

P13N is basically a polyamic acid solution of low
molecular weight with the polymer chain terminated by reactive end
groups (nadic anhydride is used) which can further react at high tempera-
tures by an addition mechanism to form high molecular weight crosslinked
polymers without evolution of volatile material. The polyimide ring is
formed at temperatures much below the cure temperature under conditions
which permit easy removal of the water formed. Very low void composites
can be made with this resin system.

Monsanto1s resin variations are solutions of monomers.
Because the resin solution is made up of monomeric reactants, the pre-
cursor polyamic acid must be formed during resin cure. With the entire
reaction performed during cure, these resin systems are somewhat more
sensitive to cure variations and require more stringent control of the
cure cycle.

b. Screening Test Results

Prepregs were fabricated with all three resin candidates
using the same spool of HT-S fiber (2CT 10A/26AR). The.tow was spread
to 1.0 in. width and wound onto a drum (10-ft circumference, 40 in.
wide) at 3.5 tows/in. to produce prepreg that would mold to 0.005 in./ply.
Resin was metered onto the release film just ahead of the fiber by a low
pressure pump. All three materials were staged on the drum for 1 hour
at 77 F. The prepregs of RS6234 and F174 were low in resin content
and had poor resin penetration of the fiber tow. The P13N prepreg
was within expected values. The prepreg values are summarized in
Table VIII.
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TABLE VIII

INITIAL PREPREG FABRICATION DATA

Resin

RS6234

F174

P13N

Resin
Content

32.7

31.1

42.8

Volatiles
Content

22.4

24.11

27.1

B- Stage

1 hr at 77° F

1 hr at 77° F

1% hr at 77° F

Fifteen ply, 4 by 5 in. plates were fabricated from each
material using vendor recommended cure cycles for F174 and RS6234 and
Hercules developed imidization and cure cycle for P13N as follows:

P13N

Imidization:

(1) Place each ply separately between two wire
screens and arrange in oven

(2) Heat to 150° F for 1 hr

(3) Raise temperature to 300° F and hold for 16 hr

Cure:

(1) Preheat press to 600° F

'.. --(2) Place ply stack in mold and mold in press.
Apply 300 to 1200 psi

(3) Establish part temperature at 550 F and hold
for 1 hr

(4) Raise temperature to 600 F and hold for 3 hr

Hexcel F174

Cure:

(1) Raise temperature to 350 F at 2 F per minute
under vacuum

(2) Apply 100 psi after reaching 350° F

(3) Hold 2 hr at 350° F
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Post Cure:

(1) 1/2 hr at 350° F

(2) 1/2 hr at 400° F

(3) 1/2 hr at 450° F

(4) 1/2 hr at 500° F

(5) 2 hr at 550° F

(6) 2 hr at 600° F

(7) 2 hr at 650° F

RS 6234

Cure:

(1) Bag and pull a partial vacuum

(2) Heat to 350° F at 3° F per minute, pulling a
full vacuum after 60 minutes

(3) Apply 100 psi after reaching 350° F

(4) Hold 2 hours at 350° F

Post Cure:

(1) 1/2 hr at 350° F

•. -(2) 1/2 hr at 400° F

(3) 1/2 hr at 450° F

(4) 1/2 hr at 500° F

(5) 2 hr at 550° F

(6) 2 hr at 600° F

(7) 2 hr at 650° F
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The resulting plate with P13N had good visual appearance.
The F174 plate was thick and dry in appearance, while the RS6234 plate
was well compacted but light brown in color. Samples for flexure and
shear tests were cut from the plates. The properties are summarized in
Table IX.

The low resin contents of the F174 and RS6234 resulted
from the low resin content prepreg and poor resin penetration of the
tow. Two additional prepreg batches of both F174 and RS6234 were manu-
factured. One batch was manufactured at 5 tows/in. (0.008 in./ply)
and the other at 0.76 tow/in. (<0.002 in./ply). The resins were diluted
to a viscosity of 300 cps with Ethanol, one-half of the required resin
was sprayed onto the release film prior to fiber winding and one-half
onto the fiber after winding. All prepregs contained between 40 and 45
percent resin content with 15 to 20 percent volatiles. Staging was
performed in a press at 200° F and 200 psi for 5 min. A series of
plates was fabricated from both thicknesses of prepreg as described in
Table X. The cure cycles follow:

RS6234

Cure:

(1) Bag and pull vacuum

(2) Heat to 175° F and hold 1/2 hr

(3) Heat to 250° F and hold 1/2 hr

(4) Apply 100 psi

(5) Raise to 350° F and hold 1 hr

•Post Cure:

(1) 2 hr at 400° F

(2) 2 hr at 450° F

(3) 2 hr at 500° F

(4) 2 hr at 550° F

(5) 2 hr at 600° F

(6) 2 hr at 650° F
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TABLE IX

INITIAL COMPOSITE PLATE DATA RESIN SCREENING

Property

Flexural Strength (psi)

70° F

600° F

Flexural Modulus (psi x 10 )

77° F

.600° F

Interlaminar Shear (psi)

77° F

600° F

Resin Content (Wt 7»)
3

Density (Ib/in. )

HT-S/P13N

174,430

128,007

14.02

13.92

13,955

6,772 .

42.7

1.55

HT-S/6234

100,325

114,360

17.0

20.0

6,650

4,646

23.8

1.411

HT-S/F174

102,360

79,124

13.8

17.7

--

--

29.0

1.45

F174

Cure:

(1) Bag and pull vacuum

,. f (2) Heat to 270° F and hold 1/2 hr

(3) Raise to 350° F and apply 100 psi

(4) Hold 350° F for 2 hr

Post Cure:

(1) 2 hr at 400° F

(2) 2 hr at 450° F

(3) 2 hr at 500° F

(4) 2 hr at 550° F

(5) 2 hr at 600° F

(6) 2 hr at 650° F
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Plate quality was in general better for RS6234 although
both resins yielded some plates that were poorly consolidated.

Flexure tests (4 pt at 32/1 span to thickness) and inter-
laminar shear tests (short beam at 4/1 span to thickness) were run at
temperatures from -150 to 600° F after 30 min exposures on the better
plates. Table XI summarizes the results. The results clearly show (Tables
X and XI) that RS6234 gives better strengths than F174 at 600° F and
somewhat lower void contents.

Of the three resins evaluated, P13N gave higher properties
at both room temperature and 600 F; however, the system has several
disadvantages in converting over to core fabrication. The fully imidized
material is very dry and fragile, and is difficult to transfer to a
corrugated mold without incurring damage, particularly in handling thin
gauges. Thus, imidization should be done in the corrugated mold. A
16-hour imidization cycle for each sheet in a matched metal mold would
be extremely expensive. P13N was, therefore, considered as a backup
to RS6234, and the latter resin chosen for fabrication of the first core
in the program.

4. Core to Skin Bonding

The adhesive system and the bonding techniques utilized to
bond facings to honeycomb core are critical with very low density core
for high temperature applications. It is undesirable to eliminate weight
from the core and facings only to reintroduce it later with unnecessary
adhesive. Thus, the development of an effective "cell edge" adhesive
bonding system was indicated. To be considered as a bonding adhesive
for the purpose of this program, the resin must be available as a spread-
able fluid as opposed to a solid or a supported fiber. Further, the
fluid must form a stable film which does not bead when applied at ambient
temperature to a graphite/polyimide surface.

The candidate bonding adhesives were evaluated according to the
following criteria:

(a) The cured bond must show satisfactory filleting.

(b) The resin must be curable at a temperature not
exceeding 600 F, and at a minimum pressure to
prevent damage to the face plate or core.

(c) The volatile by-products given off during cure must
be minimal.
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a. Literature Review

09 0 ̂  Ofi
Literature reviewed ' ' indicates that polyimide

adhesives in core-to-face sheet flatwise tension can be expected to
exhibit from 400 to 600 psi at room temperature, and 100 psi at 550 F.
FM-34 (film version of BR-34).by Bloomingdale Rubber Division of American
Cyanimide showed the highest strength. -The polyimides were the only
family of adhesives readily available and were generally meeting the"
requirements outlined above. Tables XII, XIII, and XIV, along with
Figure 4, summarize the data leading to this conclusion.

Three polyimide adhesives were selected from the literature
and from vendor data for screening tests. The three adhesives selected
are Bloomingdale's BR-34, Hexcel's HX-971, and the new Hexcel's LR-3050A-1.

b. Screening Test Results

Filleting tests have been completed on the three resins.
Process studies yielding optimum fillet formations were completed. These
involved solvent addition to provide more uniform resin distribution
(lower viscosity), pressure drying cycles, and cure studies.

Each of the three adhesives were found to form satis-
factory fillets with BR-34 having slightly better fillet appearance.
Therefore, each of these will be subjected to face-sheet-to-core bonding
tests in Phase III of the program for final adhesive selection.

' Refer to List of References
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TABLE XIV

POLYIMIDE ADHESIVE FLATWISE TENSION RESULTS*

Polyimide
Adhes ive

Bloomingdale
FM-34

MCAIR SB703
(No. 1)

MCAIR SB703
(No. 2)

WRD SB703

Flatwise Tension Strength (psi)

@ 75° F

640

525

390

In test

@ 550° F (30 min)

105

94

--

In test

ĵ

Refer to List of References, Reference 22
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i i i r

-150°F
POLYIMIDE ADHESIVE
(UN1070 CLOTH)
POLYIMIDE FACING
(4 PLIES)

EPOXY ADHESIVE
(UNSUPPORTED)
EPOXY FACING
(4 PLIES)

EPOXY ADHESIVE
(UNSUPPORTED)
PHENOLIC FACING
(4 PLIES)

EPOXY ADHESIVE
(UNSUPPORTED)
PHENOLIC FACING
(6 PLIES)

75°F [

350°F

•150°F

75°F

350°F [

150°F

75°F

350°F

-150°F [

75°F

350°F

I
0 300 600 900

FLATWISE TENSILE STRENGTH (PSI)

5 TRIALS AVERAGE SCATTER

REFER TO REFERENCE 26

Figure 4. Effect of Temperature on Adhesive Strength
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