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1. INTRODUCTION TO THE MD

The NASA Master Directory (MD) is a free, online. multidisciplinary directory of space
and Earth sctence data sets (NASA and non-NASA data) that are of potenual interest to
the NASA-sponsored research community. The MD contains high-level descripuons of
data sets. other data systems and archives. afid campaigns and projects. [t provides
mechanisms {or searching for data sets by tmportant criteria such as geophysical

Eharzr:zters. ume. and spatial coverage. The MD also provides information on ordering
e data.

The MD is more than just a directory, however. [n order to simpiify the process of
finding more detailed information or accessing online data. the MD provides automatic
connections to a number of data systems such as the NASA Climate Data System. the
Planetary Data System. the NASA Ocean Data System. the Pilot Land Data System. and
others. The MD also provides general infcrmation about many data systems. data
centers, and coordinated data analysis projects. [t represents the first major step (n the
Catalog [nteroperability project. whose objective is to enable researchers to quickly
and efgucm.ty identify. obtain information about. and get access to space and Earth
science data.

To learn how to get to the MD. see section 2. If you have troubls accessing the MD. or ¢
you have questions regarding the NASA Master Directory or Catalog Interoperability.
please contact Jim Thieman at (301) 288-9790 er J-;Y Beier at (So1) ¥14-5289.

Features of the MD include:

o Capability of searching for data sets by any combination of keywords (discipline.
location. geophysical parameter). start afid stop dates. spacecraft or data source,
sensor, geographic coverage. scientific project. and investigator: _

o Easy-tc-use menu. command, and screen-form (nterface that can be used with most
terminal types (including smart and dumb terminals):

o Dmmdmnmmmm.wtmmm
spatial coverage. archive information. data set personnel. and bibliographic
references:

e Displays of data center information including data center sesvices. COntacts. access
procedures, avatlable distribution media, and costs:

o Displays of science project information such as scientific objectives. data
_characteristics, and contacts: -

° mmmwmuumcmwampuuux
command: and

o HELP from evesy MD screen.
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2. ACCESSING THE MD

LOG ONTO THE NSSDC VAX 8820
Yia SPAN
From SPAN nodes. enter SET HOST NSSDCA from the $ prompt and enter NSSDC at
the Usarname: prornpe (there i3 no password).

Yia Direct Dial

Set your terminal to full duplex. eight bits. no'parity. one stop bit. and 300. 1200. or
2400 baud. Dial 301-288-9000. When the system responds with CONNECT 1200 (or
300 or 2400). preas return twice. At the ENTER NUMBER: prompt enter MD for the MD
systern. When you see the message CALL COMPLETE. press return for the Username:
prompt. At the Username: prompt enter NSSDC (there (s no password).

Via Teinet

From a Telnet node. enter TELNET NSSDCA.GSEC.NASA.GOV or TELNET
128.183.10.4 at the system prompt. Enter NSSDC at the Uumlmc prompt (there s
rno password).

SELECT THE NASA MASTER OIRECTORY OPTION PROM THE NSSDC MENU
(Option #1)

The MD main menu will be displayed. From this menu you can sglect options to search
for data set. data center. or project information (see the menu tree diagram at the end of
the guide).

SELECT A SEARCH OPTION PROM THE MO M‘IN MENU

Enter the number correspending to the desired search option (data set. data center. or
project informacion searching).
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3. DATA SET SEARCHING

CHOQSE YOUR OESIRED SEARCH CRITERIA

A search selection meny displays tie avalable search critera, Select the critera that
will identdfy-data of tnterest (e.4.. [f specific geographic coverage 3 an tmportant
constraint 10 your data need, that would be one of the cptlons vou enzerd. (tis usually
better 1o begln a search with a mungnum of criteria and then [ater use more as
necessary. When using a combination of criteria (e.g.. combirung parameter xeywords,
sensors. sources, and temporal and spaual coveragel, it i3 strongly recomumended that
you inciude diseipline (space physics. Earth science, etc.) as one of your criteria. This
incluaton may help focus the resuits of your search.

If temporal or spatial coverage or nvestigator {8 not critical to your research needs. you
may want to use the muluple keyword optlon. which allews you to search all keyword
flelds (discipline. parameter. etc.) using several keywords. An AND or OR may be used
in the query. There are no valid lsts available with the muitiple keyword search
antion: so searching with the discipline. parameter, and locaton keywords mught be
better «f you are unfamiliar with the MD. [t i usually better o specify a few sumple
kevwords or even parts of words (e.g.. MAG rather than MAGNETOMETER) rather than
several compound keywords when using the word seareh optien. which (8 not a {ull-text
search gyItern.

Alter entering the desired search keys. the keyword entxy {orm will be displayed.
ENTER THE DESIRED VALUES

With smart termunals, your cursor will be positioned I the eauy {leld: with Une mede
tertrinals. you will be prompted for the fleld value. Enter the value and press returmn.
The cursor or prompt will then move to the next fleld, Entering a 7 %l gtve a list of
valld values from which a choice may be made. Once all values are entersd. the cursor
or prompt will move to the COMMAND prompt. You can then enter SEARCH to start
the seareh, or you can return to the felds to change a value by entering a period or by
pressing returmn. .

NOTE: The MD will return any values that match the characters entered. For example,
if you eniter NITR. values such as nifrogen. rutrogen dicxmide. rutrie acid. etc.. will be
considered to match the specified crizesia.

Search Critaria Foem

Lists of valid values are available for the [ollowing fleids:
Diseipline Subdiscipline
Parameter group Parameter
Senscr ((nstrument) Source (... spacecrall)
Location Project

When entering values (n thess flelds. the MD will sutemancally check to see  the vaiue
entered (s valid. If it i3 not. a list of available values will be displayed. and you can
select the number corresponding to the value of interest. If you do not want to select any
of the values, enter EXIT to return to the entry form. Valids for some criteria (discipline
and parameter keywords, and discipline and location keywords) are cross-validated so
that only combtnations for which data set descriptions exist are displayed. When these
critemia are combined with others such as sensor, source, or space and Ume covarage.
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nowever. the use of valid lsts dces nct guarantee that data set descmgtions maiching
the search crnizena wiul Se Jound :n the MD.

ENTER "SEARCH"” TO SELECT DATA SETS

Cnce you are satisfled with the citeria entered, move 0 the comrnand line (either using
carmage returns or a pericd) and enter SEARCH to retrieve data set rformaticn.

Myltipl rd

[ vou chocse 10 search using the multiple keyword option. you can enter up to {cur
xeywords of any type (e.d.. sensor names. geophysical parameters, disciciine kevwords.
spacecraflt names). THERE ARE NO VALID LISTS AVAILABLE FROM THE MULTIPLE
KEYWORD ENTRY FORM. The multiple word search defaults to searching for data sets
with any of the keywords entered (a Boolean OR, e.4.. Wind OR Nimbus OR Ocsan ).
You can change the OR value to an AND {f you want %o search =r data sets contawrung a
speciic combinaton of keywords (e.g.. Temperature AND Cloud AND Aeroscls).

Ornce you are satisfled with the criteria entered. move to the corrmm: 1d line (etther using
carTiage returns or a periocd) and enter SEARCH to retrieve data <  nformation.

ENTER "SEARCH" TO SELECT DATA SETS

The systern will search the data base for data set descriptions as soon as the search
comumand is entered. A lst of data set titles that match the keywords and/or criteria
speciied will be displayed. The total number of titles found will be displayed at the top
of the screen. You can page through the ttles by entertng NBXT (or carrtage returns): the
current page and total number of pages will be displayed in the upper mght-hand cormer.

SELECT A TITLE OF INTEREST

Alter looking at the titles, enter the number that corresponds to a data set of tnterest.
To modyy your search. enter EXIT to return to the previcus level

PRESS RETURN TO PAGE THROUGH THE INFORMATION
OR ENTER DISPLAY FOR A MENU OF AVAILABLE DISPLAY SCREENS

After vou select a title of interest. a brief descriptlon of the data set will be displayed.
You can continue to enter carriage rarurns (o page through the data set information.
Avatlable information is displayed in the following sections:

Brief Description

Data Set Attnibutes (keywords. coverage. spacecrait)
Archive [nformation

Data Set Personnel

Bibliographic References

You can use the DISPLAY command to display any of these sections or to see a menu of
available screen display opuons. [n some cases you can use the SUPPLEMENT
command to display related data center or project informacion.

If the LINK command is displayed at the end of the command line. you can enter LINK 1o
connect to the disctpline directory, catalog. or inventory system to (Ind out more
information about the data set. When you log out of a remote system. you will be
returnied to the same screen from which you entered the LINK command.

To select a new title, enter EXIT or D Q (for DISPLAY QUER;Y_FIESULTSL
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4. SEARCHING FOR DATA CENTER/DATA SYSTEM DESCRIPTIONS

After you select the data center search option {rom the MD main menu. an entry form
will be displayed. Enter the common name (acronym) for the data center or data
informmation system of {nterest {e.g.. NSSDC, NODS. PDS. PLDS). For a list of available
descriptions. enter 7 and then enter the number that corresponds to your chaice.

After entering the data center or data systermn name. enter SEARCH to search for the
informmation. Then select the desired option from the query results and page through

the avadable informaton. Enter DISPLAY to view the available screen display
cptions. ’

5. SEARCHING FOR CAMPAIGN/PROJECT DESCRIPTIONS

After you select the project information search option from the MD main menu. an
entry form will be displayed. Enter the common name (acronym) for the sctentific
project of interest (e.g., ISCCP. FIFE). For a list of avatlable project names. enter ? and
then enter the number that corresponds to the project of choice.

After entering the project name. enter SEARCH to search for the project information.

Then select the desired option from the query results and page through the avatlable
information. Enter DISPLAY to view the available display options.

6. EXIT THE MD

ENTER "QUIT_MD” WHEN YOU WANT TO LEAVE THE MD SYSTEM

After being prompted for any comments. you will be returned to the NSSDC menu. You
can then select the logout option from the NSSDC main menu.
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