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RESEARCH MEMORANDUM 

ElCPERIMENTAL DETERMINATION OF THE LATERAL STABILITY OF A 

GLIDER TOWED BY A SINGLE TOWLINE AND CORRELATION WITH 

AN APPROXIMATE THEORY 

By Bernard Maggin and Robert E. Shanks 

SUMMARY 

An experimental investigation was made to determine the effects of 
various design parameters on the lateral-stability characteristics of a 
glider towed by a single towline. The investigation showed that it is 
possible to obtain inherent lateral stability with a single towline system. 

An approximate theoretical analysis was also made and the results of 
calculations made by use of this analysis were compared with the model 
flight-test results. Although the theoretical damping results are too 
conservative to be of much practical value, the existence of divergences 
and the periods of the lateral oscillations are predicted with fair 
accuracy . 

I N T ROD U C T ION 

The Army and Navy have long been interested in towed gliders as a 
means of transporting men, material, aerial targets or guided missiles. 
One of the major problems connected with the use of towed gliders has 
been that of obtaining lateral stability of the glider on tow. Once 
t rim conditions had been established, an inherently stable glider towline 
system would require no pilot attention and thus glider-pilot fatigue 
would be reduced on long flights or under conditions of poor visibility. 
In addition , it would make feasible some glider applications that are 
now impractical. 

In order to obtain lateral stability, various automatic and semi ­
automatic devices have been used but these devices are limited in their 
application by their complexity and maintenance problems . Glider­
position indicators, as a visual aid to the pilot during blind-flying 
conditions, have proved unsatisfactory. Various systems other than a 
single line have been proposed. One such system conSisting of twin 
parallel towlines was studied in a theoretical and experimental investi­
gation in the Langley free-flight tunnel (references 1 and 2) . In 
general, however, it appears that the most satisfactory solution to the 
towed-glider problem would be an inher ently stable Single-towline system . 
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Although a considerable amount of experimental and theoretical work has 
been conducted in this country and by the British, to date no satisfactory 
theory predicting the lateral-~tability characteristics of a glider on a 
single towline has been reported . 

The results of an experimental investigation to determine the effect 
of varying the effective dihedral, directional stability, r elative denSity, 
towline attachment point, and towline length are given in the present 
report. In addition, a simplified theoretical me thod developed to dete~ 
mine the lateral- stability characteristics of a glider towed by a single 
towline is presented in the appendix and the results of calculations made 
by this theory are compared with the experimental data . 

S Y M B 0 L S 

The forces and moments are referred to the stability axes (see fig. 1) 
unless otherwise stated. These axes are defined as an orthogonal system 
having its origin at the center of gravity and in which the Z-axis is in 
the plane of symmetry and perpendicular to the r elative wind, the X-axis 
is in the plane of symmetry and perpendicular to the Z-axis, and the 
Y- axis is perpendicular to the plane of symmetry. The coefficients pre­
sented here refer to the glider except where otherwise noted. 

W weight, pounds 

m mass, slugs 

b wing span at zero dihedral angle, feet 

D drag, pounds; differential operator (d/ds) 

L lift, pounds; rolling moment about the X stability axis, 
foot - pounds 

M pitching moment about the Y stability axis, foot-pounds 

N yawing moment about the Z stability axis, foot-pounds 

C
L 

lift coefficient (Lift/gS) 

CD drag coefficient (Drag/gS) 

Cy lateral-force coefficient (Y/gS) 

Cw weight coefficient (wigS) ~ 

Cl rolling-moment coefficient (L/gSb) 

- - ---- - -------------------' 
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Cm pitching-moment coefficient (M/gSc) 

C yawing-moment coefficient (N/qSb) 
n 

~ angle of yaw, radians 

~I angle between X-axis and projection of the towline on 
the X-Y plane 

~ angle of sideslip , r adians 

¢ angle of bank, radians 

¢' angle between Z-axis and pro j ection of the towline on 
the Y-Z plane 

p rolling angular velocity, r a dians per second 

r yawing angular velocity, r adians per second 

E angle between towline and the r elative wind, degrees 

Q angle of attack, measure d from the top of the boom to the 
relative wind, degr ees 

Q o angle of attack; measure d from the angle of zero lift, degrees 

r wing dihedral angle (positive wing tips up), degrees 

L~ rate of change .of r olling moment with angle of sideslip (dL/d~) 

Lp rate of change of r olling moment with r olling velocity (dLjdp) 

L rate of change of r olling moment wit~ yawing velocity (dL/dr) 
r 

N~ rate of change of yawing moment with angle of sideslip (dNjd~) 

c mean a e rodynamic c40rd of wing, feet 

S wing area , squar e f eet 

St vertical- tail area , s qua r e feet 

t time, seconds 

p mass density of air, sluga per cubic foot 

q dynamic preH suro , pounds p er squar e foot (~py2) 



4 

g gravitational acceleration, ft/sec2 

relative-density factor (m\ 
pSb) 

k radius of gyration about X-axis, feet 
X 

k
Z 

radius of gyration about Z-axis, feet 

KX radiUS of gyration about X-axis, spans 

KZ radius of gyration about Z-axis, spans 

NACA RM No. L8H23 

KX radius of gyration about principal longitudinal axis, spans 
p 

K
Z 

radius of gyration about principal normal aXiS, spans 
p 

Kx:Z product-of-inertia factor, spans2 (KZp2 - KX
p

' cos 1) sin 1) 

angle of attack of principal longitudinal axis of airplane; 
positive when forward end of major principal axis is above 
X-axis, see figure 1 

x distance along X-axis from center of gravity of glider to 
the towline attachment point, spans 

z distance along Z-axis from center of gravity of glider to the 
towline attachment point, spans 

y sidewise movement of center of gravity along Y-axis, feet, 
see figure 8 

y' sidewise movement of center of gravity along Y-axi s , spans 

2 towline length, spans 

V true airspeed, feet per second 

v velocity along Y-axis, feet per second 

T towline tension, pounds 

Y lateral force, pounds 
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CIlp 

rate of change of lateral-force coefficient with angle of 

sideslip , per r adian (~~~) 

rate of change of r oll ing-moment coefficient with angle of 
sides~ip , per r adian ( dC Z /d~ ) 

rate of change of r olling-moment coeff icient with rolling 

angular vel ocity factor (dC Z) 
d

Pb 
2V 

rate of change of r olli ng-moment coeff icient with yawing 

veloci ty factor ( dC z) 
drb 

2V 

rate of change of yawi ng-moment coefficient with angle of 

sideslip , per r adian (:~n) 
rate of change of yawing-momen t coef ficient with rolling 

angular velocity factor (:~~) 

rate of change of yawing-moment coefficient with yawing 

angular velocity factor (~) 

A, B, C, E, F, G, H, I, J, K coefficients of the stability equation 

P period of oscillation, seconds 

TI time r e quired for a motion to damp to one-half amplitude 

2 
id imaginary portion of complex root 

c r eal portion of complex root or a real root 

Towline t erms: 

y rate of change of the lateral force with sidewise displacement 
y (dY /dy) 

Y1jr rate of change of lateral force with angle of yaw (cY /2tt) 
y . 

¢ 
r a t e of change of lateral forc e with angle of bank (dY /d¢) 

5 
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r a t e of change of rolling momeht -with sidewise displacement 
(dL{dy) 

rate of change of rolling moment Nith angle of yaw 
(oL{d 1jr) 

L¢ ra te of change of rolling moment with angle of bank (oL (d¢) 

N 
Y 

T yy' 

T 
nl' 

T 
TI¢ 

rate of change of yawing moment with sidewise displacement 
(ON/dy) ' 

r ate of change of yawing moment with angle of yaw (oN /01jr) 

rate of change of yawing moment with angle of pank (ON/O¢) 

rate of change of lateral force caused by towline tension 
with sidewise displacement (OTy/OY') 

rate of change of lateral force caused by towline tension 
with angle of yaw (OTy /01jr) 

rate of change of lateral force caused by towline tension 
with angle of bank (OTy/O¢) 

rate of change of yawing moment caused by towline tension 
wi th sidewis'e displacement (OTn/Oy ') 

rate of change of yawing moment caused by towline tension 
with angle of yaw (OTn/~) 

rate of change of yawing moment caused by towline tension 
wi th angle of bank (OTn/O¢) 

rate of change of rolling moment caused by towline tension 
with sidewise displacement (dTl{dy') 

rate of change of rolling moment caused by towline tension 
with angle of yaw (OT 1/d1jr) 

rate of change of rolling moment caused by towline tension 
with angle of. roll (OT1/O¢) 
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T EST S 

APPARATUS 

All the tow tests of the model were conducted in the Langley free­
flight tunnel, a complete description of which is given in reference 3. 
Photographs of the model mounted on a stand and on tow in the tunnel are 
presented in figure 2. 

A sketch of the model used in the tests is presented in figure 3. 
The model consisted of a wooden boom upon which the wing and stabilizing 
surfaces were mounted. A Rhode St. Genese 35 airfoil section was used 
in accordance with free-flight- tunnel practice of using airfoil sections 
that give maximum lift coefficients in low-scale tests approximately 
e~ual to those obtained in full-scale tests of conventional airfoil 

sections. The stabilizing surfaces were constructed of l-inch sheet 
8 

balsa. 

The wings were mounted so that a range of geometric dihedral angles 
between -50 and 150 could be obtained, and the model was arranged to 
allow for mounting of any one of three vertical tails, 5 percent, 
7.5 percent, and 10 percent of the wing area. (See fig. 3. ) 

The glider model was equipped with conventional control surfaces 
actuated by a pilot through standard free-flight-tunnel control 
mechanisms. A complete description of the flight models and flight 
technique used in free-flight-tunnel testing is given in reference 3. 

The model photograpl-J. and sketch in figures 2 and 3, respectively, 
show the special tow bar used on the model. The tow bar consisted of a 
horizontal bar-mounted on two vertical bars, one located in the nose of 
the model, the other at about the 6o-percent station of the root chord ~ 
of the wing. The vertical position of the horizontal bar could be 
varied and the towline attachment could be made anywhere along the 
horizontal bar. The tow bar was used for convenience, but in practice 
a trifurcated bridle system, which gives, in effect, a fixed attachment 
point at the apex of the glider bridle lines could be used, provided 
that the -attachment lines remain in tension. Figure 4 shows some of 
the more commonly used Single-towline attachment systems. From a study 
of these systems it can be seen that the tow-bar arrangement used in 
the tests can represent any of these common systems insofar as the towline 
attachment point is concerned if the longitudinal trim is assumed not 
to change (as is approximately the case) during a disturbance. 

The relative density ~ of the model was adjusted without changing 
the moments of inertia by adding weights at the model center of gravity. 
Increasing the value of ~ in this manner decreased the radii of 
gyration as shown in table I. 
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MEI'HOD 

In the tests the airspeed was held constant and the 'trim angle of 
the elevator was adjusted to obtain approximately the desired angle of 
attack and towline angle. The model was controlled by the pilot who, 
in the case of stable tow configurations, supplied disturbances to start 
an osci~lation. In the case of unstable tow configurations, the pilot 
steadied the model so that the oscillation could develop from the steady 
state and then , could be stopped when sufficient records of the motion 
had been obtained. During the oscillation the controls were fixed. 

The motions of the model for the various test conditions were 
r ecorded ~y two motion-picture cameras, one mounted on top of the tunnel 
directly above the glider model, the other at the rear of the tunnel 
directly pehind the model. In some instances the period of the lateral 
motion was measured with a stop watch. For each tow condition the tow­
line angle and angle of attack were measured visually with a protractor 
mounted at the side of the tunnel. 

From the motion-picture records, plots were made of the sidewise 
displacement, angle of bank, and angle of yaw against time for the con­
ditions tested. From these r ecords the period and time to damp to one­
half amplitude of the lateral oscillations were obtained. Some repre­
sentative f light records are presented in figures 5 (a ) and 5 (b) . 

SCOPE 

A list of the condi,tions covered in the tests is presented in 
table II. It will be noted that the tow attachment points considered 
are above and forward of the glider center of gravity and the glider is 
below and behind the tug. These glider tug configurations were used 
because past towing experience indicated that they would be best from 
the standpoint of obtaining lateral stability on tow. This table shows 
the effects on lateral stability of varying the effective dihedral, 
directional stability, relative ' density, towline attachment point, and 
to~line length . In order to determine the effects of these parameters, 
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they were varied one at a time from a b~sic condition for which the 
values of these parameters were: 

w 0.465 Ib 1-1 2.4 

I = 4 
b 

x = 0·558 
b 

z 0.225 
b 

r= 100 

St 7.5 percent S 

A few tests were also made to determine the effect of varying the effective 
dihedral for zero-length towline . For these tests the model had three 
degrees of freedom about the tow attachment point. The values of the other 
parametars were the same as for the basic condition given above. 

Test results are available only for towline lengths up to 4 spans 
because of the size of the tunnel test section. Analysis of the towline 
terms and calculations extending the , range or towline length indicate 
that changing the length of the to¥line up to about 10 spans affects the 
lateral-stability characteristics appreciably, but further increase has 
only slight effect. Therefore, for towline lengths of 10 spans and 
greater, the trends which are found for the remaining parameters at the 
shorter towline length can be expected to prevail. 

THE 0 RET I CAL CAL C U L A T ION S 

In addition to the experimental investigation an attempt was made 
to develop an approximate theoretical method for predicting the lateral­
stability characteristics of the glider on'a single towline. By use of 
this theoretical method, which is given in the appendix, calculation~ 
were made for various combinations of towline length, effective dihedrai 
parameter CI~' directional stability parameter Cnj3 , relati ve-,densi ty 

factor 1-1, and ~ertical and horizontal towline attachment position. A 
complete listing of the conditons for which the calculations were made 
is given in tables I and II. Inasmuch as the product of inertia was 
believed to be relatively unimportant for the low-relative-density 
condition of most of the model tests, the product-of-inertia factor kxz' 
was assumed to be zero for most of the calculations. 
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The parameters used in the calculations were obtained either from 
tests or from calculations for the specific model condition. The source 
of each of these parameters is indicated in table I. Except in the 
relative-density derivatives, values of the derivatives for an angle of 
attack a of 20 and a towline angle € of 250 were used in the 
calculations. 

R E 8 U L T 8 AND D I 8 C U 8 8 ION 

The results of the investigation are presented in table II and in 
figures 6 and 7 in which lateral oscillations are presented in terms of 
the period and the reciprocal of the time to damp to one-half amplitude 
for each particular condition. The reciprocal of the time to damp to 
one-half amplitude is used to evaluate the damping because this value 
is a direct measure of the degree of stability. In general, the calcu­
lations and tests were made at the same conditions except where the 
dynamic characteristics of the model or physical limitations of the t est 
setup precluded t esting . 

The lateral-stability characteristics determined by the theory pre­
sented in the appendix indicate that the lateral motions of the glider 
model generally consist of two highly damped aperiodic modes and two 
periodic modes, one usually having a period of approximately three times 
the other. From the results of the calculations and tests it appears 
that the long-period mode is usually the predominant or more lightly 
damped motion and consists of a combined rolling and yawing motion 
similar to that of the conventional Dutch roll. 

Wherever possible the lateral-stability characteristics of "both 
periodic modes W0re obtained from flight records similar to those of 
figure 5. In general, the characteristics of the predominant long­
period mode were obtained from the plot of sidewise displacement against 
time (fig. 5( a)). The short-period mode appeared primarily as a 
yawing oscillation and its characteristics were obtained from plots of 
yaw angle against time (fig. 5(b)). In most cases it was difficult 
to ascertain the period and damping of the short-period oscillation 
because it was masked by the less heavily damped long-period oscillation. 

Although no systematic investigation was conducted to detel~e the 
effect of tOfiline angle on the lateral-stability characteristics of the 
glider model, analysis of the towline forces indicated its importance. 
80me exploratory tests were made to verify this analysis and it was found 
that, in general, for any attachment point in the ra~ge tested, increaSing 
the towline fulgle was stabilizing. During the tests an attempt was made 
to hold the t owline angle and angle of attack to one set of values 
(€ = 250 , a = 2 0

). Although these values of € and a were not always 
exactly obtained, it is believed that the slight variation3 of these 
parameters do not invalidate the correlation of theoretical and test 
results. 
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CORRELATION OF CALCULATED AND EXPERIMENTAL RE3ULTS 

The results of the experiments and analysis which are presented in 
table II and figures 6 and 7 indicate that, although the theory predicts 
the periods of the lateral oscillations fairly weil, it does not predict 
the damping with sufficient accuracy to be of practical use. 

In order to determine whether the omission of the product-of-inertia 
terms, recently found to be important in some cases (reference 4), was 
responsible for the poor quantitative agreement of the calculated and 
experimental damping results, additional calculations were made for the 
basic condition and for the relative-density-of-10 condition with these 
terms included in the equations . These calculations showed that inclusion 
of the product-of-inertia terms had virtually no effect on the results 
for the 'basic condition (~ = 2.4) but did .change appreciably the damping 
results of the higher relative-density condition (~ = io.o). Therefore, 
with the exception of the relative~density variation, product-of-inertia 
effects were ignored for these tests and calculations. 

In view of the fact that only first-order effects were considered 
in developing the theory, the discrepancies between the theoretical and 
experimental results may in part be associated with the relative importance 
of some terms which were considered negligible to the first approximaticn. 

Effect of C7, 
~ 

Four-span towline le~th.- The experimental data for the range 
of -C7, given in figure (a) show the periods of both the long-period 

~ " 

and the short-period modes to be fairly conBtant. Although the short­
period calculations are in good agreement with the tests; the long­
period results indicate increasing length of period with decreasing 
effective dihedral. 

The experimental damping results indicate that the long-period motion 
is the predominant mode since the short-period motion was always very 
heavily damped. The damping of the long-period oscillation was found to 
decrease with decrease in -C7, . At a value of -C, of -0.0458 

~ ~ 
(table II) any disturbance results in a rapid divergence in roll which 
obscures the characteristics of the oscillatory modes . The calculated 
results do not agree with the tests except in the prediction of the 
divergence. 

Zero to~line length. - The test results of figure 7 show that for 
the zero towline length the short-period oscillation is the predominant 
motion for all positive values of -C7,~. The length of the period, 

however, increases as the value of -C, decreases indicating a 
13 
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transition of the predominant motion from the short-period to a longer­
period mode at low and negative effective dihedrals. The calculations 
show the short-period motion to be the predominant mode only at the higher 
values of -C t and that the long period is the more lightly damped at 

r3 
lower effective dihedrals. These results also clearly indicate that the 
long-period mode is replaced by a divergence as the value of - Ct is 

f3 
increased from 0 to -0 .0458· 

Effect of Cn 
r3 

The test results of figure 6(b) show little change in the period of 
the long-period oscillation for the range of Cn tested, whereas the 

r3 
period of the short-period oscillation increases gradually with reduction 
in Cnr3 · At zero directional stability the short-period motion which was 

hardly noticeable at higher values of en became evident as a steady 
f3 

large-amplitude short-period yawing oscillation. It was assumed that the 
motion was unstable at small amplitudes and built up to a steady oscilla­
tion of large amplitude. The rate of increase of amplitude could not be 
measured, however, because the oscillation was well developed by the time 
the trim conditions had been attained and the short-period yawing motion 
could not be stopped by the'pilot to permit study of the motion at small 
amplitudes. The calculations show a marked decrease in the damping of 
the short-period mode with decrease in Cn and at C = 0 indicate . f3 n 

f3 
the unstable oscillation which was found experimentally. 

With increase in the directional stability the damping of the long­
period oscillation was found to increase slightly. The calculated results 
are not in agreement with this trend. 

Effect of I-L 

An indication of the effect of the relative-density factor i-! on 
the lateral-stability characteristics is given in figure 6(c). Because 
of test limitations imposed by the model, the angle of attack as well as 
airspeed had to be increased as the value of i-! was increased. Table I 
gives the corresponding variation in the other parameters used for the 
calculations. Compared to the change in magnitude of the values of I-L, 
the changes in the other parameters were relatively small, however , and 
the principal effect given in figure 6(c) is believed to be that of 
variation of i-!' 

Although the period of the long-period oscillation increases slightly 
with increase in relative density, the long-period calculated results show 

. I 
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a very slight decrease in length of the period. The inclusion of the 
product-of-inertia term in the calculations for a value of ~ = 10 had 
practically no effect on the period of either the long-period or the 
short-period oscillations. The experlmental results show a general 
i ncrease in damping of the long-period mode as the value of ~ is 
increased from 2 .4 to 10, but the calculated results presented in 
figure 6(c) indicated that increasing ~ from an average present-day 
value of 2.4 to 10.0 results in a change from stability to gradually 
increasing instability for the long-period oscillation. Including the 
product-of-inertia terms in the calculations (table II) improves the 
agreement between damping results of the tests and calculations at a 
value of ~ of 10 but produces virtually no change in the r esults at 

13 

a value of , ~ of 2.4. Since the tests gave no indication of short­
period instability at any value of relative denSity, it is apparent that 
including' the product-of-inertia terms in the calculations made the 
agreement between the t ests and calculations poorer for the short­
period mode. 

Effect of Tow Attachment ,Point 

The effect of varying the horizontal location of the tow attach-
ment point was not determined experimentally because the model could 
not be trimmed longitudinally for values of x bel ow that of the basic 
condition. However, calculations were made for a range of values of x 
from 0 to 0 .558 spans, and these results are presented in figure 6(d) 
with the one experimental point available. ~he r esults shpwa decr ease 
in the instability, of the long-period motion and a decrease in damping 
of the short-period moti on with increase in x. With increase in x, 
the period of the long-period oscillation decr eases at a decreasing 
rate and the length of t he short-period oscillation is practically 
constant. The eff ect of the vertical location of the the tow attach-
ment point is given in figure 6(e) . Increasing the z distance was 
found to have littl e effect on the l ength of the period of either mode 
but reduced the length of the l onger-period mode s lightly. The test 
results show that the greatest damping was found at a value of z of 0. 117 
and that increasing or decreasing the horizontal distance reduced the 
damping of the long-period mode. The cal culations indicate , however , 
that increasing z 'impr,oves the stability of the long-period mode but 
reduces the short-period damping. 

Effect of Towline Length 

Both the theoretical and experimental r esults presented in figure 6(f) 
indicate that increasing the towline l ength from 1 to 4 span lengths 
increases the damping of the long-period oscillation. The test results, 
however, show somewhat more damping than is predicted by the theory. 
Calculations were also made for towline l engths of 10 and 100 spans 
although tests were not possible for these lengths. The long-period 
damping continues to increase ( table II) but at a much more gradual rate 
than was found for the range tested . 
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The calculated results show that increasing the towline l ength from 
1 to 100 span lengths has no appreciable effect on the damping of the 
short-period oscillation. 

An increase in the towline length causes a gradual increase in the 
period of the long-peri od oscillation but causes no change in the period 
of the short-period oscillation. These results are shown by both the 
calculated and experimental results which are in good agreement. 

CONCLUDING REMARKS 

The results of the experimental investigation and theoretical 
analysis to determine the lateral-stability characteristics of a glider 
towed by a single towline may be summarized as follows: 

1. The investigation showed that it is possible to obtain inherent 
lateral stability with a single-towline-glider arrangement. 

2 . The stability theory presented in the present paper does not predict 
the stability of the glider model with sufficient accuracy to be of much 
practical value. The calculated and experimental results are in fairly 
good agreement on the period of the lateral oscillations and the·prediction 
of divergences, but the calculated damping of the lateral oscillation is 
generally considerably less than the measured damping. The theory is 
presented, however, as a basis for further study and the experimental 
r esults should be useful for correlation with any further theoretical work 
which may be performed. 

Langley Aeronautical Laboratory 
National Advisory Committee for Aeronautics 

Langley Field, Va. 
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APPENDIX 

THEOREI'ICAL METHOD 

The method of calculating the lateral stability of a glider towed 
by a single towline consisted of setting up the stability e quations with 
respect to the stability axes of· the glider (see fig. 1), obtaining the 
aerodynamic stability derivatives for the glider and the derivatives 
caused by the towline forces, and solving for the period and time to 
damp of the lateral oscillatory modes of the glider. 

Assumptions.- To simplify and facilitate the handling of the theo­
retical analysis , the following assumptions were made: 

1. The glider and tug were assumed to be in level flight and the 
tug to be i n steady flight . 

2. The basic aerodynamic parameters were assumed to vary independently 
of each other. 

3. Lateral-stability characteristics were assumed to be independent 
of the· longitud nal-stability characteristics. 

4. The angles of deviation of the glider from the steady-flight 
condition were assumed to be small. Towline angles with respect to the 
relative wind and towline tension were assumed not to change during a 
disturbance. 

5. The towline was assumed to be weightless and straight and to have 
no effect on the stability of the glider other than that caused by direct 
forces and moments resulting from towline tension. 

Full-scale tests and tests in the Langley free - flight tunnel have 
indicated that the assumption of a straight towline is valid for moderate 
towline lengths. British investigations show that glider towlines can 
be considered straight for l engths up to about 4 or 5 spans for any 
towline angle and for greater l engths for towline angles between about 200 

to 300 • 

Egua.tions of motion.- Inasmuch as a single towline allow·s the glider 
three degrees of lateral free dom, the basic lateral- stability equations 
were used, modified only to include the derivatives defining towline 
restraints. The lateral equations of motion following a disturbance may 
be written as follows : 

dV II. mdt + mVr mg~ + ~y~ + towline derivatives 

2 dr _ ~ £E rb 
mkZ dt - mkXZ dt + 2VNp + 2VNr + ~N~ + towline derivatives (2) 
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mk __ 2 ~ = ~L + mk_ dr + ~£L + I3LA + towline derivatives 
-X d t 2V P --XZ d t '2V r I-' 

If the effect of glide-path angles other than zero is considered, 
the normal g~ide-path terms will appear in the basic lateral-stability 
portion of the preceding equations. 

Towline derivatives.- In straight steady flight the towline con­
tributes ~nly a ~itching moment and does not affect the lateral stability. 
Sidewise displacement of the glider along the Y-axis, displacements in 
yaw about the Z-ax+s, or displacements in roll about the X-axis result 
in forces and moments about these axes that are functions of towline 
tension. , The towline derivatives expressing the resultant relationship 
may be obtained to the first order as follows from figure 8 by consid­
eration of the forces and moments with respect to the stability axes 
and the glider center of gravity: 

or 

and 

(a) Lateral-force derivatives 

Y 
T 

Y = _iL 
T 1 

Y 
y 

T 
1 

x sin <Jr - (c os € sin <Jr') 
1 

but for rela ti vely long towlines, hml'8ver, <Jr' = <Jr then 

where sin <Jr' = <Jr and 

J.. = ~ sin ¢ _ sin € sin ¢ 
Tl 

Also for long towlines, ¢' = ¢ or 

Y¢ = -T(~ + sin €) 
where sin ¢ = ¢. 

-(b) Yawing-moment derivatives: 

N = _Tx 
Y 1 

(4) 

( 6) 
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-Tx(~ + C051 
Ncj = -TX(1 + sm 1 

(6) Rolling-moment derivatives: 

where Dr T==-~ cos E and 

Tz 
Ly == - T 

-Tz (~ + cos E) 

Lcj = -Tz ({ + sin ~ 

€ == tan-l (W ~ L) 

17 

(8) 

(10) 

(11) 

(12) 

"For zero towline length, the tow attachment point is fixed relative 
to the tug and the towline tension always acts in the vertical plane of 
the relative wind. Because of these limitations the glider is permitted 
only three degrees .of freedom and the towline .derivatives Yy ' Ny, and Ly 
normally resulting from sidewise displacement of the tow attachment 
point do not exis t. The remaining deri va. ti ves resulting from yaw and 
roll about the tow at~achment point become: 

(a) Lateral-force derivatives: 

Yljr == -T cos € 

Ycj -T sin € 

(b) Yawing-moment derivatives: 

N1jr -Tx cos E (8a) 

Ncj == -Tx sin € (9a) 

(c) Rolling-moment derivatives: 

L
t 

-Tz cos € (lla) 

L¢ -Tz sin E (12a) 



18 NACA RM No. L8.B:23 

E uations of motion nondimensional form.- Substituting the towline 
derivatives in e~uations 1), (2), and (3) yields the following e~uations: 

mkz2 ~ - m.kxz ~ - ~p ~~r - I3NI3 - yNy - ~~ - ¢N¢ == 0 (14) 

For convenience, the e~uation8 can be converted to nondimensional 
form by using the following relationships and the operator D: 

wher e 

y' == !. 
b 

y = V f(~ + '1') dt = (~ ; t)b 
~ == v 
dt 

~ == P 
dt 

dV 
dt == r 

v V == 13 

D == ts 

Vt 
s == 'b 
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and 

V 
ds = b dt 

~-~ 
2 - 2V 

:Qjr _ rb 
2 - 2V 

Then substituting these relationships and dividing equation (13) 

by ESV2b ' yields the nondim.ensional equations: 

(a1D3 - Cy~# - Tyy,D) ~ + (4t.t# - 2TY'.jrD - 2Tyy~ ~~ 

+ (-2CwD :. 2Ty¢D) ~ 0 

(-Cn~n2 - Tny' D) i3 + (4I..tKZ2D3 - Cnrlf - 2T~D - 2Tny ') ~~ 

19 

(16) 

+ (-4I..tKXZD3 - c~if - ?!r~D) ~~ = 0 (17) 

(-C li3n2 - Tly,D ) ~ + ( -4J..LKxzD3 - Clr# - lTl.l - lTly) ~~ 

+ (4J..LKlD3 - Clprf. - 2Tl¢D) ~ = 0 

where the nondimensional forms of the t owline derivatives are: 

T 
CT 

being 
CD 

= -T; CT yy' ccs E 

T = y'.jr -CT(~ + cos ~ 
Ty¢ = -CT (~ + sin ~ 

( 18) 
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T~I 

T 
n 
if 

The determinant of the left side of these equations yields the 
glider-stability equation of the form: 

AD9 + BD8 + CD7 + ED6 + FD) + GD4 + HD3 + ID2 + JD + K = 0 (19) 

where : 

C = -16~2K 2T· 
Z 1~ 

- 2~C~Clr + 

2 2 - 8~ K C X nr 

- lw2~2T -
n1jJ 

~Kz2Cy C1 + 
13 p 

2 ~ 2 
lW KX Z TYyl + 2~C~Clp 

2 2 2 lW~XZ2Cl 4~KX Cy Cn + 16~ KX Cn + 
13 r 13 13 

. I 
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2 2 2 2 
+ 81-1KX CY~Tn t + 41-1KZ C1p Tyy I + 4}lKx C~ Ty y I - 81-1Kx C

n13
T

Yt 

- 8I-1KZ2Cl~TY9 - CYI3CnrClp + CYI3CnpClr - 41-1Cn13Clp + 41-1Cl13Cnp 

- CIL_C7. Ty + Cn C1 Ty - 81-1Cn T7.ri + 81-1 C7. Tn + 2Cn C7. Ty ,,, 
--r p yIP r y I 13 'f 13 ¢ 13 p 'f 

2 
- 2Cn13ClrTY9 + 2C7.I3C~Ty¢ - 2ClI3C~TYt + 81-1KX Cy13Tny' 
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The period and time to damp to one-half amplitude of the oscillatory 
and aperiodic modes may be determined from the roots of equation 19 by 
the following relationships 

2 

or 

Tl - _0.0693 :£ 
- c V 

2 

where d is the coefficient of the imaginary portion of the complex 
roots and c is either ~he r eal portion of the complex roots for the 
oscillatory mode or the real root defining the aperiodic modes. 
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TABLE 1.- PHYSICAL AND AERODYNAMIC CHARACTERISTICS 

OF THE SINGLE TOHLINE GLmER MODEL 

Wing area, square feet • • . 
Wing span, feet • . . . • • 
Wing aspec~ ratio . . . . . 
Wing mean aerodynamic chord , feet 
Model center-of - B!avity l ocation, percent mean chord 

Mass characteris tics 
(All values obta ined by measurement) 

Weight Relative-dens ity 
kX k~ kZ W f actor 

a211 2.4 0 .419 0 .462 0.606 
450 5 . 0 . 364 . 543 
720 8 . 0 . 289 .431 
900 10 . 0 . 259 . 259 . 388 

Aerodynami c charact eri s t i cs 

0.0 CL en C2r 
Cn 

~ (deg) (b) (b) ( c ) (c] 

a2 .4 10 0 . 57 0 .110 0 .161 -0 . 0272 
5 . 0 12 . 75 .150 . 221 -. 0374 
8 . 0 14 .86 .168 . 282 -. 0476 

10 . 0 15 .92 .175 . 322 -. 0544 

Vertical Area Cn13 CYf3 
tail (pereent s) (b) (b) 

0 0 -0 . 2574 
1 5 . 0 . 0343 -. 4061 

kZ 
p 

0 . 596 

. 388 

C2 
(c] 

- 0 . 49 
-. 49 
-. 49 
- .49 

Cnr 
(b) 

-0 . 020 
-. 040 

a2 7 . 5 . 0572 -. 4462 -. 060 
3 10 . 0 .1087 -.5205 -. 082 

Dihedral angl e Cl13 
(deg) (b) 

- 5 0 . 0458 
0 0 
5 -. 0688 

cl O -.1375 
15 -. 2000 

aBasi c condition from which the parameters were varied . 
bValues ob ained from force ests in the Langley fre&-flight tunnel . 

1. 02 
2 . 50 
6 .10 

0 .416 
0 . 390 

kXZ 

-0 .0240 
---- -- -

- - --- - -

- .0143 

cValues obtained from reference 5 . ~ 
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TABLE II.- CORRELATION OF THE THEORETICAL AND EXPEIlIMENTAL RESULTS OF THE LATERAL 

Var­
iable 

Cl~ 

Cn~ 

x 

r 
(deg) 

J} 
CI0 
15 

-~} 
10 

10 

10 

10 

10 

10 

Vertical 
tan 

('Percent 
S) 

7.5 

7.5 

{

O.O} 5 .0 
b7 .5 
10.0 

7.5 

7 . 5 

7.5 

7 .5 

~ 

2 . 4 

2.4 

2. 4 

{

b

2

•

4

} 5 .0 
6 . 5 
8 .0 

10.0 
c10 . 0 

2.4 

2.4 

2.4 

Conditione 

x 

0.558 

. 558 

.558 

.558 

{
o } .186 

.372 
b .558 

. 558 

. 558 

0 . 225 

. 225 

. 225 

. 225 

.225 

{ 

.033} .il7 

b.225 

. 225 

aCondl tiona for all calculations : a. = 2° J E. 25°. 
bBaalc condition from .... hich the parameters vere varied. 
cIncludlng llroduct.-<>f-lnertla terms. 
dUnetab16 - from visual observation . 
8Neutrally stable from visual observation. 

STABlLITY INVESTIGATION OF A GLIDER TOWED BY A SINGLE 'roo'LINE 

4Theory 

Aper10dic Oscillatory mode 

Airsl)eed mode I IoIlB period I Short per10d I 
(rpo) ) I I 

o 

24.8 

24 .8 

24 .8 

{

24 .8 
31. 0 
34 .3 
37 . 5 
42.0 
42.0 

24.8 

{

25.8 
25 .9 
26 .2 
26.3 
23 .4 
26 .6 

{

25 .8 
26 . 0 
26.3 
26 .4 

{

26 . 3 
26 . 3 
26 . 3 
26 . 3 

26 .3 

20 .4 

27 .1 
27 .4 

{

26. 3 
26 . 3 
26 . 3 
26 . 3 

24.8 1 26.7 
{

27 . 0 

26.3 

[ 

1 1 {26 . 0 

.

1 . ~ . 7 ~~; 
3 24 .8 26 . 3 

b4 26.3 
10 26 .4 
00 26.~ 

1 

Ti 
2 

~.925 

1 
p Ti p 

2 

~.93 4.67 0 .682 0.92 
.96 3.98 - . 014 .92 

1.90 2.99 -. 202 .90 
2.45 2 .63 . 011 .89 
2 . 54 2. 68 -. 042 .87 
2 . 79 2 .45 .153 .87 

1.
2851---­----- 8 .95 

----- 4.53 
----- 3.69 

. 404 

.747 
1.130 

.95 

.94 

.93 

.87 

2 . 56 2.54 . 055 .97 2 .71 12. 33 1 . 217 11.16 

2.45 2 .63 . 011 .89 
2 . 34 1 . 38 -. 0001 . 39 

1 

Ti 
2 

1. 667 
1. 337 

.921 

.331 

.255 
-. 086 

1. 650 
1. 334 

.856 

.694 

-.922 
-.150 

. 331 

.835 

2.45 12 .63 1 . 011 1 .89 I .331 

3.61 12 .44 1-.103 I .75 1-.315 

4. 21 12 .481-.1451 .60 I .021 
4.19 2 .46 -. 037 .58 -. 671 

1. 5314 .131 -.471 
2.08 3 .12 -. 357 
2. 38 2.76 -.178 
2. 45 2.63 .011 

2.1712.831 -.171 
2 . 22 2.76 -.138 

2.45 2 . 63 . 011 

3.87 11.82 1-.460 

3.19 2 .19 -. 340 
2.77 2 .41 -.180 
2 .45 2.63 .Oil 
1.49 3.25 .409 

.16 3.66 1.13 

1.18 
1.07 

.98 

.89 

.86 

.86 

.89 

.86 

.87 

.88 

.89 

.90 

.91 

1.300 
.916 
.564 
.331 

.645 

.708 

. 331 

.253 

. 370 

.389 

. 331 

. 366 

.291 

Teats 

Oec1118. tory mode 

Short period 

'ili:-I -'- I' I -'- I {,:., 
p T~ T~ 

I.oIll2: period 

(d) 

(d) 

3 .85 
3 . 50 
2 . 60 

3.75 

1.60 
1.4 
1. 2. 

2 . 60 
2 . 60 
2 . 60 

2 . 60 
2 . 65 

3. 35 
3. 30 

2 . 60 

2 .90 
3. 10 
2 .60 

2 . 00 

2 . 60 

2 . 50 
2 . 60 

0. 07 
.35 
.16 

.45 

. 36 

(d) 

. 21 

.16 

. 34 

.16 

. 20 

. 36 

.20 

No teate 
No tes t s 
No teat e 

.16 

.17 

.42 

.16 

-· 37 
(0) 

(d) 

.10 

.16 
No teate 
No tests 

0 .80 
1.00 

.95 

1. 00 

1. 35 

.95 

1.35 

(d) 

1. 35 

.95 I 1. 35 

.95 

.60 

.95 

. 65 

.60 

.95 

1:35 

1. 35 

1.35 

~ 

26 
26 
24 

26 

27 

27 

29 

26 
25 
24 
25 

24 
25 

26 
26 

24 

24 
24 
26 

25 
25 
25 
21 
24 

a. 
(deg) 

1 
1~ 

2 
2 

~ 
~ 

~ 
2 
2 
2 
2 

2 
5 

7 
8 

~ 
11 

2 

2 
2 

~ 
2 

1 
2 

~ 
~ 

~ 
~ o 

~ 
R3 
w 

f\) 

\Jl 
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Wind 
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y 

Wind 
di rect ion 
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y 

Figure 1. - The stability system of axes. Arrows indicate positive directions 
of moments, forces, and velocities. 
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L -·147~~ 

(a) Mounted on a stand. 

(b) In flight. 

Figure 2. - The glider model used in the tow tests. 
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1 
~ 

AI ternate t ow 
bar positions 

~----.558b 

I 

.li7b L 
• - -

4 
~ .033b 

30" --

Tails 

Model a.g • 

26.5" 

Figure 3. - Sketch of the glider model. 
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• 

(0) 8rldle 
(oJ No.se tow 

• 

(c) DIhedral -roW bar 

(&) Tow bar 
~ . 

Figure 4. - Glider tow systems employing a single towline. .. 
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--Recorded mo/I(YJ 

• 

8 
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1 

-8 
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(\ 

~ 
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J 

~ 
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(b) Yaw angle. 

- ---- Ampl!tude 
envelop:: 

8 

Figure 5. - Typical records of lateral motions as obtained from motion­
picture records of tow tests of the glider model. 
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. ,- f//// 
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o .10.20 • .30 
Vertical tow attach­
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THECIlY 
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spans 
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• 
Figur,3 6. - Correlation of the period and the reciprocal of the time to damp 

to one -half amplitude of the lateral oscillations of the glider model as 
obtained from tests and theory. (See table II for complete conditions of 
each part.) 
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Tests 

- Stable oscillation 
Long period 
Short period 

o 
Q) 
III 

o 

10 
\ 

a 

6 

4 

\ 

\ 
~ r--.. -t--
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2.0 

1.0 

o 
_.oe -04 o .04 

Dihedral effectiveness 
parameter, -C 113' per radian 

- Unstable oscillation 
- Neutrally stable 

osoillation 
- Divergence 

Stable 

Figure 7. - Correlation of the period and the reciprocal of the time to damp 
to one-half amplitude of the lateral oscillations of the glider model at 
zero towline length as obtained from theory and tests for various values 
of -C L 13 ' (For other conditions see table II.) 
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T s in '" 
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Wind directi on 
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z 

(a) Steady flight condition; E = 0 , y O. 

4-- Tunnel screen 

\ I cos E 

L--t _11 
T 

v 

(c) Yaw. 

y = Vfl3dt + V ,+,dt 

= VJ (13 + '+') dt 

(b) Sidewi e displacement. 

Tunnel s creen se-reen 

Rear Tiew 

(d) Roll. 

Figure 8 . - Sketch showing the relationships used in obtaining the towline 
derivatives . 
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