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Conference Summary

James Harrington
Project Manager
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The goal of NASA's many outreach programs is to promote to the general public an
understanding of how NASA makes significant contributions to American education systems and
to institutions dedicated to improving science literacy. This newsletter provides one vehicle for

~ reporting how applications and hardware used for space science and other NASA research and

development can be adapted for use by teachers and their students and by non-NASA
organizations.

Report on MU-SPIN’s Eighth
Annual Conference

James Harrington, Jr., and Valerie L.
Thomas, Minority University - Space
Interdisciplinary Network, Goddard Space
Flight Center

For the 8th consecutive year, the Minority University - Space
Interdisciplinary Network (MU-SPIN) held its annual Users
Conference. This year's conference, hosted by the Southwestern
Indian Polytechnic Institute (SIPl) in Albuquerque, New Mexico,
focused on the theme "Strengthening Partnerships Between Tribal
and Non-Indian Institutions." A NASA educational outreach program,
MU-SPIN has sucessfully developed a strong infrastructure of
hardware, software, and human resources and offers training and, as
of recently, applications. The program has made some impressive
impacts during its 8 years.

Development phases



MU-SPIN evolved through four major phases: conceptualization;
infrastructure (hardware, software, and human resources); training;
and applications. The success experienced in each of the phases was
enhanced by the recognition of the |mportance of collaboration at all
levels of the project.

During the conceptuahzatlon phase collaboration was demonstrated
with the idea for the project emanating from NASA Headquarters and
the formulation and structuring of the project being done at the
Goddard Space Flight Center (GSFC). The infrastructure development
involved collaborations with GSFC, the National Science Foundation
(NSF), and the Association of Computer ‘and Information
Science/Engineering Departments at Minority Institutions (ADMI).
While GSFC managed the project, NSF provided infrastructure grants
to some of the MU-SPIN institutions for Internet connectivity and
support for the MU-SPIN Users' Conferences and ADMI provided
access to the deans of the engineering schools and heads of the
computer science departments at minority institutions (and other
institutions with large minority enrollments.) -—--— - :
With the establishment of the MU-SPIN Network Resources &
Training Site (NRTS), MU-SPIN collaborations took off at an
explosive rate. Collaborations include: NASA; seven NRTS
institutions and other higher education institutions, Kindergarten
Through Grade 12 (K-12) schools in their regions; other government
agencies; and other organizations. This allowed the NRTS to train a
large number of students, faculty, and staff through their education
and research outreach initiatives as part of the applications phase.
During the current phase of the MU-SPIN development, partnerships
are being established which will bring them into the mainstream
with an awareness of and experience with the cutting edge science
and technology research.

Partnership With Tribal Institutions

This year's MU-SPIN Users' Conference was a unique experience for
its attendees because it was hosted by a Tribal Coliege.
Understanding how NASA research and education resources can be
implemented in Tribal Institutions is a critical goal for NASA.
During the conference, the welcome address was given by Carolyn
Elgin, SIPI President. The keynote address was presented by Dave
Warren, Professor Emeritus, Institute of American Indian Art & the
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Smithsonian National Museum of the American Indian. Remarks or
presentations were given by Karen Buller, President, National Indian
Telecommunications Institute (NITI); Jose C'de Bacca, American
Indian Science & Technology Education Consortium (AISTEC); Maureen
Smith, Wabanaki Science and Math Project; Michelle Bekaye and
Alvino Sam, American Indian Network Information Center (AINIC);
and Phillip Sakimoto, NASA Headquarters Tribal Colleges Program
Manager.

In addition to the conference speakers mentioned above, Georgia
Johnson, University of Idaho, gave a very interesting presentation on
how the Space Grant Math and Science curriculum will work for
Native American students if “the frame of reference and teaching
strategies include the tribal world views and experiences of the
Indian students.” Johnston proposes that the theory of "Ethnoscience”
helps to better understand the differences in world views between
European thinkers and Native thinkers and will help frame
instruction. Ethnoscience includes the methods, thought processes,
mind sets values concepts, and expenences by ‘'which Native
American groups understand, reflect, and obtain empirical
knowledge about the natural world (Cajete, G.,1986).

Adopting an Ethnoscience framework will aide the educator in
adopting a broader view of knowledge systems. Successtully
teaching Indian students requires a shift in thinking - western,
scientific thought and knowledge is not THE TRUTH, it is ONE way of
understanding the world. The following chart is an overview of

world view differences between European and Indian knowledge
systems. The chart is a guide to aide the teacher as she/he plans
inclusive lessons.

ETHNOSCIENCE

AMERICAN INDIAN EUROPEAN

Cyclical Time Linear Time

Harmony and Balance Hierarchies

Matrifocal (Mother Earth)  Patritocal (Laws)

Oral Knowledge Base Written Texts = Group Identnty
individualism  Shared Resources Accumulation
Observing Talking Respect for Elders Challenge the

status quo Creation Creation

Thinking  Making



1. Thought Woman 1. Deity 2. Rituals 2. Rewards/Punishes
3. Sacred Places 3. Churches - man made
4. Relatedness 4. Separateness
There are several visible results of these conference activities. In
addition to everyone receiving a thorough education about tribal
culture and education, some new tribal and non-tribal collaborations
were initiated. California State University - Los Angeles established
a new initiative to work with tribes in northern California on
remote sensing and geographic information systems (GIS) concepts
for managing tribal lands and resources. NASA is working with NITI
to conduct a study of telecommunications capabilities for tribal
colleges. Prairie View A&M University is planning to upgrade
distance learning technology at Dine College.

NRTS Technology Expertise

Another major hlghhght O_f the conference was the opportunlty to

Tans, . TR s

through the NRTS Pnncrpal lnvestlgators and Consultants Poster
Session, held on the first day, and the presentations and Student and
Faculty Poster Session, held on subsequent days.
NRTS showcased their technology expertise in areas such as
videoconferencing and distance education, multimedia, high
performance computing, and cache servers. Videoconferencing and
distance education topics such as the best set-up for the NRTS,
curriculum-based distance learning opportunities, and a portal to
emerging technologies were presented. Topics covered in the
multimedia area were streaming content and courseware
development, hypermedia and the textbook, design tools for
developing web pages, object oriented programming, and graphlcal
programming in the study of digital arithmetic. Hardware and
software technology presentation topics included: a summer
institute for faculty and student high performance computing
technological and scientific investigations, and cache servers. To
help strengthen the MU-SPIN institutions' ability to write winning
proposals and their understanding of NASA research opportunities,
Mildred Boyd gave a presentation on Proposal Writing and Dillard
Menchan gave a presentation on Research Opportunities
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Education and Research Outreach

Education and research outreach activities were addressed in the
presentations and poster sessions. NRTS showcased the impact of
their programs mainly during the NRTS and the Student and Faculty
Poster Session, presenting, in addition to topics previously
mentioned, information on astronomy, astrophysics, robotics, CCNY
Weather Network, material sciences, environmental science, the
Internet and the science classroom, teaching multimedia in
Kindergarten Through Grade 12, and creating and using Thread with
Java. Additionally, there were presentations by others on students
sharing their weather while learning math, Global Observations for a
Better Environment (GLOBE), the Sun Earth Connection, Earth
Science, ECHO the Bat (remote sensing/visualization curriculum),
Project VISION, Mars Orbiting Laser Altimeter (MOLA), digital
libraries, and using algebraic software and graphical calculators.
Because of the large number of conference activities, all of the
presentations and posters have not been explicitly mentioned in this
article; however, an attempt has been made to cover all of the main
topic areas.

This conference opened the doors for new collaborations. They
include NRTS and NASA science and education collaborations as well
as tribal and non-tribal collaborations. The collaborations with the
Tribal Colleges has strengthened MU-SPIN’s ability to impact all of
its constituent groups.
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MU-SPIN Eighth Annual Users Conference
southwestern Indian Polytechnic Institute

Tuesday, October 20,

500 — 8:00 p.m.

5:00 — 8:00 p.m.

500 —800p.m.
Wednesday, October
7:00 — 8:00a.m.

8:00 a.m.

9:00 —9:15a.m.
| 9:15 — 9:45a.m.

945 — 10:15a.m.

10:15— 10:30a.m.
10:30 — 10:45a.m.
10:30 — 11:30 a.m.

11:30 a.m. — 1:30 p.m.

and the
DoubleTree Hotel - Albuquerque

October 20-23, 1998

1998

Registration
DoubleTree Hotel, Lobby Level

Welcome Reception
DoubleTree Hotel, Salons | & Il

Principal Investigators & Consultants Poster Session
DoubleTree Hotel, Salons | & Il

21, 1998

Breakfast
DoubleTree Hotel, Salon Il

Buses leave for SiPI
DoubleTree Hotel (parking lot) & La Posada de Albuquergue (27 Street exit)

Welcome
Dr. Carolyn Elgin, SIPI President

Opening Remarks
Ms. Karen Bull_er, National Indian Telecommunications Institute (NITD

Keynote Address
Dr. Dave Warren, Professor Emeritus, Institute of American Indian Art and the

Smithsonian National Museum of the American Indian

Minority University Research & Education Division
Ms. Bettie White, NASA HQ

Tribal Colleges & Universities Initiatives
Dr. Philip Sakimoto, NASA H&

MU-SPIN Update
Mr. Jame: ‘arrington, MU-SPIN Project Manager

tunch & V. slking Tour of SIPI
9



wednesday, October 21, 1998 — continued

1:30-3:00p.m.

3:00-3:15p.m.
315p.m.
5:00-7:00p.m.

Revised on October 5. 1998

Science & Communications Forum

Sun Earth Connectippfgumﬁéemoﬁon for Education and Outreach =
Dr. James R. Thieman, NASA Goddard Space Flight Center, National Space Science _
Data Center & World Data Center

-
The Function of National Weather Service and NOAA and their Qutreach tfo
Minorities o 7
Mr. Charly Wells, National Weather Service -
21% Century Space & Science Careers : -
Mr. Dillard Menchan, NASA Goddard Space Flight Center. Office of Equal _
Opportunity Programs -
Local Research & Education Resources from the University of New Mexico ;
=

Dr. Art St. George, University of New Mexico

Earth Remote Sensing: What is it Really? - What to Do with 1t? —
Dr. Blanche Meeson, NASA Goddard Space Flight Center., Earth Sciences Researci g

& Education

Wrap-up =
-
Buses leave for the DoubleTree Hotel & La Posada de Albuquerque -
Student & Faculty Poster Session & Reception -
DoubleTree Hotel, Salons Il & Il
Coliaborative Research at the University of Houston-Downtown :E'Z
Dr. Richard Alo', University of Houston - Downtown
Center for Network Resources and Training Internship Program, %
Ms. Alice Baker & Ms. Helen Stilinger South Carolina State University -
Teaching Multimedia in K-12° ‘ =
Ms. Stephanie Drotos, South Carolina State University -
Spatial Temperature Variations in the Lagoon Nebula (M8) =
Ms. Ely N. Duenas, City College of New York -
Effects of Ag and Au Doping on High Temperature Superconducting Materials
Mr. Ly John Fridie, South Carolina State University %

Houston PREP - - : L
Ms. Sangeeta Gad, University of Houston - Downtfown

NYC NEW TEAM - Real Science in the Bronx: An Urban Middle School Initiative
Ms. Ellen Goldstein, Mr. Kenneth Harris, Mr. Wilford Hemans, Ms. Leslie Jones, and _

Mr. Tirso Vialenzeula, City College of New York, NASA RERC

Image Segmentation: Enhancement of the Region Labeling Tool using Khoros  __
Software System _ ' - , =
Ms. JoAnna P. Graham, Bowie State University -

10
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Wednesday, October 21, 1998 — continued

5:00-7:00p.m.

7:00-9:00p.m.

Student & Faculty Poster Session & Reception - continued

Creating and Usung fﬁrecd with Java
Mr. Regg Hatcher Jr.. Morgan State University

Digital Libraries: Impact on Science Medicine and Libraries
Ms. Ruth Hodgss, South Carolina State University

Network Management Developed Using Java
Ms. Denee Lake, City College of New York

Technology and Libraries: Bringing Together Information Literacy and Diversity
Ms. Ekaina Norlin & Ms. Patricia Morris, University of Anizona Libraries

Processing of High Temperature Superconducting BSCCO Compounds
Ms. Kelry Robinson, South Carolina State University

Strengthening Partnerships through Research Experiences in Earth System Science
Dr. Waldo Rodriguez. Norfolk State University

Animations of Series Approximations and Polar Functions Using Algebraic Software

and Graphing Calculators ,
Ms. Jamilah M. Seifuliah, Alliance for Minority Partnership in Science (AMPS)

Developing a LabVIEW Based Ulirasonic Test and Evaluation Unit for Materials

Testing
Dr. Nikunja K. Swain and Ms. Gwendolyn Tobin, South Carolina State University

Object Oriented Progfcmming (Visual Bosi65 and Grdbhiccl Programming
(LabVIEW) in study of Digital Arithmetic
Ms. Gwendolyn Tobin and Dr. Nikunja K. Swain, South. Carolina State University

CCD Image Processing in Astrophysical Research
Mr. Taran Tulsee, Queensborough Community College

Ground and Space Based Observations of the Bubble Nebula
Dr. Donald Walter, South Carolina State University:

Implicctioné Derivéa'ﬁom cr Caose Stuay of Teachers’ Understanding and Use of the
Internet os It Relates to Curriculum Changes in a Middle School
Dr. Diane Westfall, Moultrie Middile School

Awards Dinner
DoubleTree Hotel, Salons I & Il

Thursday, October 22, 1998

7:00-8:00a.m.

8:.00a.m.

Revised on October 5, 1998

Breakfast
DoubleTree Hotel, Salon Il

Buses leave for SIPI
DoubleTree Hotel (parking lot) & La Posada de Albuquerque (2™ Street exit)

11



Thursday, October 22,

9:00-9:15a.m.

9:15-10:15a.m.

1998 - continued

Welcome
Mr. Reggie Eason, Deputy Project Manager

Call for Participation Papers

Instructional Technolog&
Mr. Mike Scott, University of Maine

City College of New York Weather Network
Dr. Shermane Austin, City College of New York

High Performance Computing Summer Institute: Foundation of Faculty/Student
Technological and Scientific Investigations

7 Ms. Dorothy Russell, Morgan State University

10:15-10:30a.m.
10:30a.m.-12:00 p.m.

Break

Call for Participation Papers - continued

i ¢ 8 {

a0 |

@il

Wabanaki Science & Math Project: A Model Program for Integrating Cutture into the

Curriculum e
Ms. Maureen Smith, University of Maine, Wabanaki Center

Cache Servers

" Dr. Linda Hayden, Elizabeth City State University

12:00-1:00p.m.
1:00-2:15p.m.

1:.00-2:15p.m.

1:00-2:15p.m. .

Revised on October 5, 1998

Creating Culturally Inclusive Curriculum and Classrooms
Ms. Georgia Johnson, University of idaho

American Indian Science & Technology Education Consortium (AISTEC)
Mr. Jose C'de Baca, New Mexico Highiands University

Lpnch
Pre-College MSET Break-out Session |
MOLA: Meaningful Learning Contexts

~ Dr. Marino Alvarez, Tennessee State University:

ECHOtheBat
Ms. Virginia Butcher

GLOBE Science Research
Ms. Stephanie Stockman, NASA Goddard Space Flight Center

Networking Break-out Session |

American Indian Network Information Center
Ms. Michelle Bekaye and Mr. Alvino Sam., American Indian Network Information

Center

Distance Learning Break-out Session

Distance Leaming at Prairie View A&M University
Dr. John Williamns, Prairie View A&M University

12 .
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Thursday, October 22,
1:00-2:15p.m.

1:.00-2:15p.m.

2:15-2:30p.m.
2:30-3:45p.m.

2:30-3:45p.m.

2:30-3:45p.m.

2:30-3:45p.m.

3:45-4:.00p.m.
4:.00p.m.

Revised on Oclober 5, 1998

1998 - continued
Distance Learning Break-out Session ~ continued
Exploiting Distant Learning - A Portal (Among Minority Institutions) to Emerging
Technologies '
Dr. Moses Gwan, Grambling State University

Distance Learning on the Internet
Dr. Ashok Satpathy. South Carolina State University

internet Break-out Session

Design Tools for Developing Web Pages
Mr. James Holloway and Mr. Charlie Wrenn, Tennessee State University

Break
Pre-College MSET Break-out Session Il

Integrating the Internet into the Science Classroom/Curriculum,
Dr. Sheilka Gersh, City College of New York

Students Sharing Their Weather while Learning Mathematics
Dr. Beverly Lynds, University Corporation for Atmospheric Research (UCAR);

Project VISION: Using Technology to Enhance the Science and Math Curriculum in

the Middie Schools
Dr. Gustavo Roig and Mr. Jorge Nosti, Florida International University

Networking Break-out Session I

Information Technology Reference Documentation
Mr. Mark Irish, ADNET Systems Inc.

Video Conferencing: Closing the Distance - Improving the Leaming
Mr. Samir Maniar, South Carolina University and Mr. Carl Taylor, Prairie View A&M

University
Multimedia Break-out Session

Streaming Content and Courseware Development: A Multimedia Multi-Mode

Approach to Distance Learning
Mr. Harry Schulte, University of Texas at El Paso

Hypermedia and the Textbook - Teaching C++
Mr. Curtis Sollohub, New Mexico Highlands University

Proposal Writing & Research Opportunities Break-out Sesslon
Dr. Mildred Boyd, EduTech & Mr. Dillard Menchan, NASA Goddard Space Flight
Center, Office of Equal Opportunity Programs

Wrap-up
Buses leave for the DoubleTree Hotel & La Posada de Albuquerque

13



Thursday, October 22, 1998 - continued

6:00p.m. Buses leave for the Indian Pueblo Cultural Center
DoubleTree Hotel (parking lot) & La Posada de Albuquerque (2™ Street exit)

é&:15p.m. Dinner & Tour
Indian Pueblo Cultural Center

Friday, October 23, 1998

7:00-8:00a.m. Breakfast
DoubleTree Hotel, Salon Il
8:00a.m. Buses leave for SIPI
DoubleTree Hotel (parking lot) & La Posada de Albuquerqué (2™ Street exit)
9:00-10:15a.m. Conference Wrap-up
Mr. James Harrington, MU-SPIN Project Manager
10:15-10:30a.m. Break
10:30a.m.-12p.m. Giveaway

(Winners must be present!)

12p.m. Buses leave for the DoubleTree Hotel & La Posada de Albuquerque

2:00-9:30p.m. Group Activity I: -
Downtown Albuquerque & Sandia Peak (837)
DoubleTree Hotel (parking lot) & La Posqda de Albugquerque (2™ Street exif)

Saturday, Octlober 24, 1998

10:00a.m.-4:00 p.m. Group Activity li:
Acoma Pueblo & Casino ($15) S }
DoubleTree Hotel (parking lot) & La Posada de Abuquerque (2 Street exit)

Revised on October 5, 1998 14 B -
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« Mr. Greg Ackerman
Orangeburg-Wilkinson High School
Administrative Assistant
607 Bruin Parkway

<= Section Il Admin.

Orangeburg, SC 29115

803-533-6327

ackermang@hotmail.com

-

. Mr. Samuel Adams
Prairie View A&M University
1A109 Hobart Taylor Sr. Hall

. POBox 2576 )

~ Prairie View, TX 77446

= 409-857-2595

. 409-857-4150

- - sam_adams@pvamu.edu

Mr. Jimmy Alcorn
Hempstead High Schoool
PO Box 1007

Hempstead, TX 77445
406-826-3331

409-826-4517
jimmy_alcormn@pvamu.edu

[
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= Dr. David Alijani

Southern University at New Orleans
Computer Information Systems
4400 Press Drive

~ ADM207B )

New Orleans, LA 70126
504-284-5423

504-284-5440
dalijani@ix.netcom.com

'1

am

aun!

Dr. Richard Alo’

University of Houston - Downtown
1 Main Street

Suite 722-S

= Houston, TX 77002-1001
713-221-8207

713-226-5290

ralo@uh.edu

o

|

i
|

wn

Albuquerque, NM
October 20-23, 1998

Final Attendee List

Dr. Shermane Austin

City College of New York

Dept. of Computer Science and
Information Systems '

138th Street and Convent Avenue
New York, NY 10031

212-650-6165

212-650-6093
saustin@cs-mail.engr.ccny.cuny.edu

Ms. Alice Baker

South Carolina State University
Center for Network Resources and
Training

300 College Avenus -

Hodge Hall

Room 208

Orangeburg, SC 29115
803-536-8797

803-536-8500
glice@eejust.scsu.edu

Ms. Sarah Baker

Jarvis Christian College
Highway 80 East
Hawkins, TX 75765
903-769-5814
©03-769-5005
sbaker@jarvis.edu

Dr. Chitta Baral

University of Texas at El Paso
Computer Science Dept.
500 West University Avenue
El Paso, TX 79968
015-747-6952

©15-747-5030
chitta@cs.utep.edu

Ms. Tamara Battle
Medgar Evers College
1150 Carroll Street
Brooklyn, NY 11225

15

MU-SPIN Eighth Annual Users' Conference

Mr. David Baxter

Black Middle Schoo! - HISD
1575 Chantilly

Houston, TX 77018
713-613-2508

713-613-2533

Ms. Michelle Bekaye

American Indian Network Information
Center

PO Box 218

Tsaile, AZ 96556

520-724-6612

520-724-3327
mbekaye@hotmail.com

Dr. Benita P. Bell

Bennett College

Chemistry Department

900 East Washington Street
Mailbox #45

312 Pfeiffer Science Bldg
Greensboro, NC 27401-3239
336-370-8747

334-230-0942
bbeli@gbennettl.bennett.edu

Ms. Helen Bell

Lincoln Middie School EPISD
School Library

500 Mulberry

El Paso, TX 79932
©15-584-9404

915-581-1371
hbell@tenet.edu

Mr. Jerome Bennett

NASA Goddard Space Flight Center
Science Communications Technology
Branch

Code 933

Greenbeit, MD 20771
301-286-4655

301-286-1775
Joennett@pop900.gsfc.nasa.gov
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Humbolt State University

Indian Natural Resource Science and
Englneering Program

Walter Warren House

Room 38

Arcata, CA 95521

707-826-4994

707-826-4995
inrsepz@axe.humboldt.edu

Ms. Mildred Boyd

EduTech

NASA Goddard Space Flight Center
University Programs Office

Code 160

Greenbelt, MD 20771

301-286-7820

301-286-1610
mboyd@pop100.gsfc.nasa.gov

Mr. Robert Bradbury

National Indian Telecommunications
Institute

110 North Guadalupe Strest

Suite @

Santa Fe, NM 87501

505-986-3872

505-089-4271

bob@numa.niti.org

Ms. Robin Brown

ADNET Systems Inc.

MU-SPIN Project

NASA Goddard Space Flight Center
Code 933

Greenbelt, MD 20771

301-286-3409

301-286-1775
robin@muspin.gsfc.nasa.gov

Dr. Willie Brown

Jackson State University

Office of Information Technology
P.0. 18839

Jackson, MS 39217

601-968-2105

601-968-2478
wbrown@ccaix.jsums.edu

Ms. Karen Buller

National Indion Telecommunications
Institute (NITD)

1100 N. Guadalupe Street

Suite @

Santa Fe, NM 87501

505-986-3872

505-989-4271

karen@numa.nitl.org

NASA Goddard Space Flight Center
Code 922

Greenbeit, MD 20771

301-286-2923

301-286-
ginger@itpmail.gsfc.nasa.gov

Mr. Jose C'de Baca

New Mexico Highlands University
AISTEC Project

TEC Bidg.

Room 302B

Las Vegas, NM 87701
505-454-3532

505-454-3011
jcdb@merlin.nmhu.edu

Mr. Maicolm Cannon

ADNET Systems Inc.

MU-SPIN Project

NASA Goddard Space Flight Center
Code 933

Greenbelt, MD 20771

301-286-0549

301-286-1775
wombat@muspin.gsfc.nasa.gov

Ms. Heddie Carson

R. E. Howard Middle School
1255 Belleville Road
Orangeburg, SC 29115
803-534-5470

803-533-6529
hcarson@infoave.net

Mr. John Cavallo

Bowie State University
Department of Computer Science
3000 Jericho Park Road

Library 271

Bowle, MD 20715

- 301-464-6656

301-464-7163
cavallo@cs.bowiestate.edu

Dr. Tat W. Chan

Fayetteville State Unlversity
Department of Mathematics and
Computer Science

1200 Murchison Road
Fayetteville, NC 28301
910-486-1666

©10-486-5461
chan@sbel.uncfsu.edu
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Claflin College
Computer Center

400 College Avenue
Room 127

Qrangeburg, SC 29118
803-535-5250
803-535-5250
paslam@clafl.claflin.edu

Dr. Ronald D. Clark

New Mexico Highlands University
Computer Network Services Group
Las Vegas, NM 87701

505-454-3539

505-425-3648

clark_ron@nmhu.edu

Ms. Tishia Coleman

Prairie View A&M University
1A109 Hobart Taylor Sr. Hall
PO Box 2576

Prairie View. TX 77446
409-857-2595

409-857-4150

tishia_ coleman@pvamu.edu

Ms. Gloria B. Cosby

Morgan State University-- .- - -
Computer Science Department
4867 Melbourne Road
Baltimore, MD 21229
410-646-3426

410-396-7840

Dr. Kamyar Dezhgosha

Central State University
Computer Science Department
1400 Brushrow Raod—— —- -
Wilberforce, OH 45384
937-376-6160

©37-376-6585
kamyar@cesvxa.ces.edu

Mr. Phillip Diaz
Medgar Evers College
1150 Carroll Street
Brookiyn, NY 11225
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Morgan State University
Computer Science Dept.

Cold Spring Lane & Hillen Road
Calloway Hall

Room 217

Baltimore, MD 21251
410-319-3962

- 410-319-3963
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Dr. Ely Dorsey

Howard University

Schoo! of Business

Dept. of Information Systems & Analysis
Washington, DC 20059

202-806-1603

202-797-63%3
edorsey@bschool.howard.edu

Ms. Stephanie Drotos

South Carolina State University
NRTS

PO Box 7296

Room 311 Hodge
Orangeburg, SC 29117
803-539-2161

803-536-8500
rusnak@eejust.scsu.edu

Ms. Ely N. Duenas

City College of New York
Physics Dept.

41-06 50th Street

Apt #2J

Woodside, NY 11377
718-205-7036
212-678-5622
eduenas@giss.nasa.gov

Mr. Reginald Eason

MU-SPIN S

NASA Goddard Space Hight Center
Code 933

Greenbelt, MD 20771

301-286-4633

301-286-1775
reggie@muspin.gsfc.nasa.gov

Ms. Libby Eckroth

NFISD

10721 Mesa Drive

Houston, TX 77078

713-636-8166

713-633-4377 .
leckroth@nfisdnris.northforest.k12.

Dr. Carolyn Elgin

Southwestern Indian Polytechnic Institute
Office of the President

9169 Coors Rd. NW

PO Box 10146

Albuquerque, NM 87184

505-346-5347

505-346-5343

ce@kafka.sipi.tec.nm.us

Mr. Phillip Escue

New Mexico Highlands University
Las Vegas. NM 87701
505-454-3532

Mr. Tom Fitzgerald

ADNET Systems inc.

MU-SPIN Project

NASA Goddard Space Flight Center
Code 933

Greenbelt, MD 20771

301-286-9514

301-286-1775
fitz@muspin.gsfc.nasa.gov

- Mr. Ernest Flowers

ADNET Systems Inc.

MU-SPIN Project

NASA Goddard Space Flight Center
Code 933

Greenbelt, MD 20771

301-286-7661

301-286-1775
ernest@muspin.gsfc.nasa.gov

Mr. Maurice Foxworth
Foxworth & Dinkins
312 Ninth Street SE
Washington, DC 20003
202-546-7669
202-596-2374
mofox@erols.com

Mr. Ly John Fridie

South Carolina State University
Physical Sciences

300 College Street NE

PO Box 7296

Hodge Hall Room 208
Orangeburg, SC 29117
803-516-8566

803-536-8500
iH@physlcs.scsu.edu
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Mr. James Frost

LaGuardia Community College
31-10 Thompson Avenue

Long Island City, NY 11101
212-249-9890

718-349-4061
jfrost@glss.nasa.gov

Dr. Steve Fulton

Jarvis Christian College
Highway 80 East
Hawkins, TX 75765
903-769-5817
903-769-5005
sfulton@jarvis.edu

Ms. Sangeeta Gad

University of Houston - Downtown
1 Main Street

Suite 722-S

Houston, TX 77002-1001
713-221-8207

713-226-5290

gad@dt.uh.edu

Dr. Julian Gayden
Benedict College

1600 Harden Street
Room 1508

Columbia, SC 29204
803-253-5326
803-253-505¢9
gaydenj@benedict.edu

Dr. Sheila Gersh

City College of New York

School of Education - Center for School
Development

Convent Ave. & 138th Street

NAC 5/211

New York, NY 10956

212-650-5792

212-650-5799

sogcc@cunyvm.cuny.edu

Mes. Elien Goldstein

City College of New York

NASA RERC

Convent Avenue & 138th Street
Center for Teaching and L

NAC 5/308

New York, NY 10031
212-650-6798

212-650-6221
gold3100@con2.com



Ms. JoAnna P. Graham
Bowie State Unlversity

Dept. of Computer Sclence
Bowle, MD 20715
301-464-6128

Ms. Mabel J. Green

Morgan State University
Computer Science Department
3950 Nemo Road
Randatlistown, MD 21133
410-521-4044

410-396-7840

Mr. Willie Green

Texas College

2404 North Grand

Tyler, TX 75702
903-593-8311

903-593-9568
wgreen@texascollege.edu

Dr. Moses Gwan Jr.

Grambling State University

Dept. of Math & Computer Sciences
PO Box 1191 .

Carver Hall

Room 137

Grambling, LA 71245

318-274-3846

318-251-9950

mgwan@linknet.net

Ms. Cyn Hadnott

EduTech - .
NASA Goddard Space Flight Center
Universlty Programs Office

Code 180

Bidg. 28 Room N163

Greenbelt, MD 20771

301-286-7820

301-286-1610
chadnott@pgeps.pg.k12.md.us

Ms. Martha L. Haigler

Bennett College

Mathematics & Computer Science
Department

900 East Washington St.

Pheiffer 110

Greansboro, NC 27401
336-370-8160

mhaigler@bennettl .bennett.edu

Mr. James Harrington Jr.

MU-SPIN

NASA Goddard Space Fiight Center
Code 933 .

Greenbelt, MD 20771

301-286-4063

301-286-1775
james@muspin.gsfc.nasa.gov

Mr. Kenneth Harrls

City College of New York

NASA RERC

138th Street & Convent Avenue
Center for Teaching & Lea
NAC 5/308

Bronx, NY 10456

212-650-6798

212-650-6819
gold3100@con2.com

Mr. Robert Harris

Elizabeth City State University

Math & Computer Science Department
1704 Wesksville Road

Lester Hall Room 114

Elizabeth City, NC 27909

252-335-3696

Mr. Arthur Harvey

National Indian Telecommunications
Institute

110 North Guadalupe Street

Suite @

Santa Fe, NM 87801

505-986-3872

505-989-4271

arthur@numa.niti.org

Mr. Regg Hatcher Jr.

Morgan State University

Electrical and Computer Engineering
Dept

Baltimore, MD 21251

410-655-6315

410-319-3963

rhatcher@morgan.edu

Mr. Joel Hathaway

Elizabeth City State University

Math & Computer Science Department
1704 Weeksville Road

Lester Hall Room 114

Elizabeth City, NC 27909

252-335-3696
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Dr. Warren Hawkins
Wiey College
711 Wiley Avenue
Marshatl, TX 75670
©03-927-3236
903-938-8100
whawkins@wileyc.edu

Dr. Linda Hayden

Elizabeth City State University

Dept. of Math and Computer Science
1704 Weeksville Road

Elizabeth City, NC 27909

919-335-3645

©19-335-3487

thayden@ga.unc.edu

Mr. Jacob Heatley
Orangeburg Consolidated 5.
Technology Office .
578 Ellis Ave

209

Orangeburg, SC 29115
803-533-6451

803-516-6010 i
j|h74@orcngeburgs.k1 2.5C.Us

Mr. Wilford Hemans

City College of New York
NASA RERC

138th Street & Convent Avenue
Center for Teaching & Lea
NAC 5/308 ]

New York, NY 10031
212-650-6798

212-650-6819 '
gold3100@con2.com

Mr. Ernie Hemrera

University of New Mexico

High Performance Computing
Education & Research Center
1601 Central Avenue NE
Albuguergue, NM 87131
505-277-8330

505-277-8235
eherrera@arc.unm.edu

Mr. Anthony Hill
Hempstead ISD
Director of Technology
504 Austin Street

PO Box 1007

Room 1106 )
Hempstead, TX 77445
409-826-2530
409-826-8009
adhillg0@hotmail.com
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© = Ms. Ruth Hodges

<~ South Carolina State University
Milier E. Whittaker Liorary
PO Box 7491 :

: - Orangeburg, SC 29117

v 803-536-8630
803-536-8902
lo_hodges@scsu.edu

Mr. James Holloway
— Tennessee State University
Computer Sclence Dept.
3500 John Merritt Blvd.
Nashville, TN 37209
615-963-5874
615-963-5847
holloway@coe.tnstate.edu
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T Mr. Wilford Hope
Medgar Evers College
1150 Carrol Street
Brooklyn, NY 11225
718-235-0718
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Dr. Che-Tsao Huang

York Coliege

Academic Computing

94-20 Guy Brewer Bivd.
Jamaica, NY 11451
718-262-2750

718-262-2114
huang@ycvax.york.cuny.edu
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Dr. Tom Hughes .

Kentucky State University
Computer Science Department
East Main

Frankfort, KY 40601
502-227-6385
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Mr. Patrick Jackson
NFISD

10721 Mesa Drive
Houston, TX 77078
713-633-4334
713-633-4377

i

= plackson@nfisanrts.northforest k12.
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Mr. Guy L. James

Morris Brown College

Chemistry Dept.

643 Martin Luther King Jr. Drive NW
Atlanta, GA 30314

404-220-0225
gjames@morrisbrown.edu

Ms. Angela Jenkins-Whitfleld

Elizabeth City State University

Computer Science Department/Magnet
34 Grand Street

Portsmouth, VA 23701

757-393-8646

757-393-8286

gjwhitfield@pps.k12.va.us

Ms. Annglenetta R. Johnson
NASA Headquarters

Office of Earth Science-Program
Planning & Development Div.
300 E Street SW

Code YF

Room 5J13

Washington, DC 20546
202-358-4717

202-358-2769
agjohnson@mail.hg.nasa.gov

Ms. Georgia Johnson
University of idaho
College of Education
Moscow, ID 83844-3080
208-885-9084
208-885-7607
georgigj@uidaho.edu

Mr. Leon Johnson

Medgar Evers College
Physical Science Department
1150 Carrol Street

Brooklyn, NY 11225
212-270-6453

212-270-6473

Mr. Paul Johnson

Prairie View A&M University
PO Box 4079

Prairie View, TX 77446
409-857-2317

409-857-2325
paul_johnson@pvamu.edu
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Ms. Delores G. Jones

Morgan State University
Computer Science Department
9705 Tulsemers Road
Randalistown, MD 21133
410-922-8359

Dr. Elva Jones

Winston-Salem State University
Computer Science Department
401 Martin Luther King Jr. Drive
PO Box 19348

130 Carolina Hall
Winston-Salem, NC 27110
336-750-2480

336-750-2499
jones@columbia.cs.wssu.edu

Ms. Leslie Jones

City College of New York

NASA RERC

138th Street & Convent Aveniue
Center for Teaching & Lea
NAC 5/308

New York, NY 10031
212-650-6798

212-650-6819
gold3100@con2.com

Mr. Brian Jordan

Elizabeth City State University

Math & Computer Science Department
1704 Weeksville Road

Lester Hall Room 114

Elizabeth City, NC 27909

252-335-3696

Ms. Barbara King

Elizabeth City State University

Math & Computer Science Department
1704 Weeksville Road

Lester Hall Room 114

Elizabeth City, NC 27909

252-335-3696

Ms. Marie Koltuniak

Elizabeth City State University

Math & Computer Science Department
1704 Wesksville Road

Lester Hall Room 114

Elizabeth City, NC 27909

252-335-3696



Mr. Kevin Krigsvold

NASA Langley Research Center
Office of Education

830 Westover

Room #3

Norfolk, VA 23507

757-864-8711

757-864-9701

k krigsvold@larc.nasa.gov

Ms. Denee Lake

City College of New York
114-63 226th Street

Cambria Heights, NY 11411
718-527-2883
lake@nsbe.engr.ccny.cuny.edu

Ms. Liliybet Ledo

Florida International University
Hemispheric Center for Environmental
Technology

EAS-2100

Miami, FL 33174

305-348-1406

305-348-1852

lily@eng.fiu.edu

Ms. Carla Lopez

National Indian Telecommunications
institute

110 North Guadatupe Street

Suite @

Santa Fe, NM 87501

505-9086-3872

505-989-4271

caria@numa.niti.org

Dr. Stephen Luccl

City College of New York
Computer Science Department
138th Street and Convent Avenue
NAC 8/206 -
New York, NY 10031

212-650-6179

212-650-6184

Dr. William Lupton

Morgan State University

" ~mputer Science Department
.:id Spring Lane and Hillen Road
Cailoway Hall

Poom 217

Baltimore. MD 21251
410-319-3962

410-319-3963
lupton@morgan.edu

Dr. Beverly Lynds

University Corporation for Atmospheric
Research (UCAR)

UNIDATA

3300 Mitchell Lane

Sulte 170

Boulder, CO 80301

303-497-8654

303-497-8638

blynds@ucar.edu

Mr. John Mclone
NASA Headquarters
MURED

300 E STreet SW

Code EU

Room 4259
Wabhsington, DC 20546
202-358-0958
202-358-3745
jmalone@hq.nasa.gov

Mr. Samir Maniar

South Carolina State University
Center For Network Resources and
Training

300 College Street

PO Box 7296

Room 205

Orangeburg, SC 29117
803-533-3965

803-536-8500
smaniar@physics.scsu.edu

Ms. Debora McCallum

NASA Goddard Space Flight Center
Photography Department

Code 253

Bidg. 8 Room 31

Greenbelt, MD 20771

301-286-7141

301-286-0249
dmccaliu@pop200.gsfc.nasa.gov

Ms. Blanche Meeson

NASA Goddard Space Flight Center
Code 900

Greenbelt, MD 20771

301-614-5341

301-614-5620
bmeeson@see.gsfc.nasa.gov

Dr. Dillard Menchan

NASA Goddard Space Flight Center
Office of Equal Opportunity Programs
Code 120

Greenbelt, MD 20771

301-286-7348

301-286-0298
dmenchan@pop100.gsfc.nasa.gov
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Mr. Kevin J. Mercer

Morgan State University
Computer Sclence Department
89 Chase Mills Cricle

Owings Mills, MD 21117
410-902-7998

Dr. Ali Modarres

California State University - Los Angeles
Geography and Urban Analysis

5151 State University Drive

Los Angeles, CA 90032

323-343-2220

323-343-6494

amodan@caistatela.edu

Mr. Eric Moorehead

Texags Southern University
3100 Cleburne oo
Houston, TX 77004
713-313-7011

713-313-1092

Ms. Pat Morris

University of Arizona

Undergraduate and Science Libraty
Main Library

Room A401C

Tucson, AZ 85721

520-621-9919

520-621-9733

enorlin@bird library.arizona.edu

Dr. James L. Myers

South Caroling State University
PO Box 7566

Orangeburg, SC 29117
803-536-8480

803-534-8758

myers@scsu.edu

Ms. Cheryl Neal

Unliversity of Arizona Main Library
Materials Access Team-CPNM
1510 East University Bivd.

Tucson, AZ 85720

520-626-3053
cneal@bird.library.arizona.edu
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-.National Indian Telecommunications
Institute

_ 110 North Guadaiupse Street

_ Suite 9

~3anta Fe. NM 87501
505-986-3872

. 505-989-4271
lisa@numa.niti.org

-

Mr. Darryl Noble
__Indian Community School
Computer Systems
3121 West State Avenue
Milwaukee, W1 53202
414-345-3070
~ 414-345-6929

* Ms. Elaina Norlin
University of Arizona

~ Undergraduate and Sclence Library
Main Library

~ Room A401C

™ Tucson, AZ 85721

T 520-621-9919
520-621-9733

i enorin@bird.library.arizona.edu

__ Mr. Dmitri Norwood
= Alabama A&M University

= Education and Information Technology

Services
L_ 4900 Meridian Street
i POBox 1267
1601 Buchannon Way
Normal, AL 35762
. . 256-858-4125
= 254-851-5957
= dnorwood@aamu.edu

(

Mr. Jorge Nosti

= Florida International University

<7 Diversity & International Programs
College of Engineering

_. EAS 2450

Miami, FL 33199 )

305-348-6267 L
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Dr. Fred 1. Okoh

Morris Brown College

Chemistry Dept.

643 Martin Luther King Jr. Drive NW
Atlanta, GA 30314

404-220-0175

404-220-3799
fliok@morrisbrown.edu
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Elizabeth City State University

Math & Computer Sclence Department
1704 Weeksville Road

Lester Hall Room 114

Elizabeth City. NC 27909

252-335-3696

Mr. Jem Pagan

Morgan State University
Computer Science Department
Cold Spring Lane and Hilten Road
Baltimore, MD 21251

443-885-3962

410-319-3843
pagan@eng.morgan.edu

Ms. Gloria Phoenix

North Carolina A&T State University
Department of Mathematics

104 Marteena Hall

Room 104

Greensboro, NC 27411
336-334-7822

336-334-7283

phoenix@ncat.edu

Dr. Jun Qin
Voorhees College
Natural Sciences
1411 Voorhees Road
Denmark, SC 29042
803-703-7006
803-793-5773
ain@voorhees.edu

Ms. Kelry Robinson

South Carolina State University
Physical Sciences

PO Box 7296

Orangeburg. SC 29117
803-536-7111

803-536-8500
dkw@physics.scsu.edu

Mr. Michael Robinson
Jackson State University
Computer Science

1754 Dorgan Street
Jackson, MS 39204
601-974-5914

601-974-5915
mrobinsn@ccaix jsums.edu
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Norfolk State University
Atmospheric Science Divislon
2401 Corprew Avenue
Norfolk, VA 23504
757-864-2381

757-683-9054
waldo@vigyan.nsu.edu

Dr. Gustavo Roig

Florida International University
College of Engineering
University Park Campus

EAS 2450

Miami, FL 33199

305-348-3700

305-348-6188
gus@eng.fiu.edu

Ms. Dorothy Russell
Morgan State Unversity
Schoot of Engineering
1700 E. Cold Spring Lane
Baltimore, MD 21251
443-885-4225
443-319-3843
russeli@eng.morgan.edu

Dr. Philip Sakimoto

NASA Headquarters

Minority University Research & Education
Division

Code EU

Washington, DC 20546

202-358-0949

202-358-3745

psakimot@hq.nasa.gov

Ms. Yvette Samuels
Medgar Evers College
1150 Carroll Strest
Brooklyn, NY 11225

Dr. Ashok Satpathy

South Carolina State University
Physical Sciences Department
Box 7731

Orangeburg, SC 29117
803-536-8072

803-533-3761
asotpathy@scsu.edu
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University of Texas at El Paso
Multimedia Teaching and Learning
Center .

Code UGLC

Room 310

El Paso, TX 79902

915-747-5401

hschulte@utep.edu

Ms. Jamilah M. Seifullah

City College of New York

1477 112 Teller Avenue

Bronx, NY 10457

212-395-7056

212-819-0649
jamilah_seifullah@smtp.nynex.com

Ms. Pooja Shukla

ADNET Systems inc.

MU-SPIN Project

NASA Goddard Space Flight Center
Code 933

Greenbelt, MD 20771

301-286-5083

301-286-1775
pooja@muspin.gsfc.nasa.gov

Ms. Maureen Smith
University of Maine

Native American Program
Wabanaki Center

5724 Dunn Hall

Qrono. MA 04469
207-581-1417
207-581-4760

Ms. Norma Smith

Bowman Middle/High School
PO Box 186

Bowman, SC 29018
803-829-2543

803-829-2746
njo88@hotmail.com

Dr. Wiliard Smith
Tennassee State University
COE/ISEM

330 10th Ave. North

Room 265

Nashville, TN 37203-3401
615-963-7089
615-963-7027
smith@coe.tsuniv.edu

AR RS S V1

New Mexico Highlands University
Computer Sclence Dept.
01 National Ave.

Las Vegas. NM 87701
505-454-3302
curtis@cs.nmhu.edu

Ms. Avare Stewart
Medgar Evers College
1150 Carroli Street
Brooklyn, NY 11225

Ms. Helen Stillinger

South Carolina State University
Center for Network Resources and
Training

300 College Avenue
Hodge Hall :
Room 208

Orangeburg. SC 20115
803-536-3965 _
803-536-8500
helen@eejust.scsu.edu

Ms. Stephanie Stockman

NASA Goddard Space Flight Center
Code 921

, 301-286-3181

301-286-1616
stockman@core2.gsfc.nasa.gov

Ms. Mary Stuart

Bennett College

MIS

900 East Washington Street
M/S 82

Greensboro, NC 27401
336-370-8697

336-271-6603
stus@bennett] bennett.edu

Dr. Nikunja K. Swain

South Carolina State University
industrial & Electrical Engineering
Technology

300 College Street NE

HCETH

Room 202D

Orangeburg, SC 20117
803-536-8866

803-533-3623
swairn@scsu.edu
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Prairie View A&M University
1A109A Hobart Taylor Sr. Hall
PO Box 2576

Paririe View, TX 77446
409-857-2595

409-257-41580
carl_taylor@pvamu.edu

Mr. Aon Tejani

University of Houston - Downtown
1 Main Street

Suite 722-5

Houston, TX 77002-1001
713-221-8027

713-226-5290

atejani@uh.edu

Dr. Jarmes R. Thieman

NASA Goddard Space Flight Center .
National Space Science Data Center

World Data Center

Code 633

Greenbelt, MD 20771

301 286-9790 T
301 286-1771
thieman@nssdc.gsfc.nasa.gov

Mr. Chevell Thomas

LaVal Corporation |

2004 Clearwood Drive
Mitchellville, MD 20721
301-249-0580

301-249-0580
chev@muspin.gsfc.nasa.gov

Ms. Valerie Thomas
LaVal Corporation
2004 Clearwood Drive’
Mitchellville, MD 20721
301-249-0580
301-249-0580
vihomas@erols.com

Ms. Gwendolyn Tobin
South Carolina State Unlversity

Electrical Engineering Technology

HCETH

Room 202D
Orangeburg, SC 29117
803-536-8866
803-533-3623
swairn@scsu.edu
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—Black Middle School - HISD
1575 Chantilly

. Houston, TX 77018
713-613-2508

—713-613-2533

" Ms. Robin Tucker
—Morgan State University

Computer Science Department

_ 4705 Duncrest Avenue

_ Baltimore, MD 21206

.- 410-485-1319
410-319-3963
rtucker@morgan.edu

ol

Mr. Taran Tulsee

7 Queensborough Community College

~ Physics Department

__107-17 109th Street

-~ Richmond Hill, NY 11419

. 718-323-4634
718-631-6608

. . obby@physics.scsu.edu

s

: _ Mr. Tirso Valenzuelo

i~ City College of New York
¥ NASA RERC

138th Street & Convent Avenue

- Center for Teachning & Le
M NAC 5/308

New York, NY 10031
212-650-6798
212-650-6819
gold3100@con2.com

= ' Dr. John Vickers Jr.
Alabama A&M University

= Education and Information and

Technology Services

4900 Meridian Street

£ PO Box12¢7

¥ 1061 Buchannon Way
Normal. AL 35762

=r 256-851 -5993

= 256-851-5057

jvickers@aamu.edu

Dr. Donald Walter

PO Box 7296

; Crangeburg, SC 29117

= 803-533-3773

&= 803-536-8500
dkw@physics.scsu.edu -

: South Carolina State University
== Physical Sciences Department

or. Lave wWarrern

714 Gonzales Road
Santa Fe, NM 87501
505-982-0798
505-986-0524
pove@email.msn.com

Mr. Chris Watson

Texas College

2404 North Grand

Tyler, TX 75702

903-593-8311

903-593-9568
cwatson@texascollege.edu

Mr. Joe Watts

New Mexico State University
Computing and Networking
Box 30001

MSC 3AT

Las Cruces, NM 88003
505-646-2026

505-646-2168
cquintan@nmsu.eau

Dr. Diane Westtall
Moultrie Middle School
Library/Media Center
645 Coleman Bivd.

Mt. Pleasant, SC 29464
843-849-2819
843-849-2899
westtalld@citadel.edu

Dr. John Williams
Prairie View A&M University
Dept. of Chemistry

311 M.T. Harrington Science Bldg.

PO Box 2576
Prairie View, TX 77446
409-857-3910
409-857-2095

john_r_willlams@pvamu.edu

Mr. Ray A. Willlamson

George Washington University

Space Policy Institute
Washington, DC 20052
202-994-6451
202-994-1639
rayw@gwu.eau
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Nl e iie WIS
Tennessee State University
Center for Excellence - ISEM
330 Tenth Avenue North
Room 265

Nashville, TN 37203
615-963-7020

615-963-7027
wrenn@coe.tsuniv.edu

Dr. Harlee Wright

Texas College

2404 North Grand

Tyler, TX 75702
©03-593-8311

903-593-9568
hwright@texascollege.edu

Dr. Maritza Yarbrough
Edward Waters College
Academic Affairs

1658 Kings Road
Jacksonville, FL 32209
904-366-2501
904-366-2855
tyarboro@belisouth.net
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Student & Faculty Poster Session

Ms. Alice Baker & Ms. Helen Stillinger
South Carolina State University

Ms. Ely N. Duenas
City College of New York

Mr. Ly John Fridie
South Carolina State University

Ms. Sangeeta Gad
University of Houston - Downtown

Ms. Ruth Hodges
South Carolina State University

Ms. Elaina Norlin & Ms. Patricia Morris
University of Arizona Libraries

Ms. Kelry Robinson
South Carolina State University

Dr. Waldo Rodriguez
Norfolk State University

Dr. Nikunja Swain & Ms. Gwendolyn Tobin
South Carolina State University

Mr. Taran Tulsee
Queensborough Community College

Dr. Donald Walter
South Carolina State University
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Center for Network Resources and Training Internship Program

Ms. Alice Baker and Ms. Helen Stillinger
South Carolina State University
Center for Network Resources and Trainin
300 College Avenue
Hodge Hall Room 208
Orangeburg, SC 29115
803-533-3965
803-536-8500
alice@eejust.scsu.edu
helen @eejust.scsu.edu

The Center for Network Resources and Training Internship Program is dedicated to giving South Carolina

State University (SCSU) students the opportunity to participate in an active learning environment in such
areas as UNIX operating system, networking, systems administration, multimedia, web design and teaching
in a classroom, while gaining meaningful work experience. While technical in nature, the program is geared
toward reinforcing skills with hands-on learning whereby students are able to utilize the expertise of SCSU
faculty and staff as well as its various affiliates to ensure the accuracy of duties and projects.

Students are selected from the areas of biology, physics, chemistfy, engineering, computer science, ,
ired to attend an orientation process and several

mathematics, and engineering technologies and are requir
training workshops throughout the semester to ensure the proficiency of the work in order to gain maximum

knowledge in their respective jobs.

The program is composed of three levels:

1. Research Assistant - assists with the installation and maintenance of the Center for Network
Resources and Training (CNRT) LAN systems for SCSU and CNRT partner schools; provides
hardware and software support to CNRT server and clients; creates web pages using HyperText
Markup Language (HTML).

- 2. User Support Trainee (UST) - monitors the CNRT computer lab and assists users with the computers,

while developing personal skills with the computer software and hardware.
3. Office Assistant/User Support Trainee - Assists in administrative duties in the CNRT office as well as

those defined in (2) above.

ed in the program. Some students had summer internships at
holarships and fellowships to attend graduate schools such as
and University of South Carolina, while others have gained

MCI, IBM, and Santee-Cooper.

To date, more than 40 students have participat
General Motors and AT&T; others received sc
Wake Forest University, University of Georgia,
permanent employment at Lucent Technologies,

Since April of 1997, the students have participated in the following projects:
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oerPoin Presenalons . [Posler Preseniations _______
Internet/Technology Oral GLOBE Training Workshop I
Presentations ] |(student GLOBE certified) ! -
Assistance with K-12 Internet Camp Assistance in Design of CNRT B
e [Web Site -
Mathematics Project [Undergraduate Research in -
e |Astronomy | .
Undergraduate Research in Material {Undergraduate Research in -
Science Computer Engineering
Web Pages: Funding Agencies &  |Guide to Graduate & Professional
Proposal Writing |Fellowships for Minority Students -
{Web Page -
{Developed a SCSU Faculty/Staff ;CNRT Webmaster -
Search Directory g
; Student Personalized Web Page [Assisted Faculty in Putting Courses =
1 Online -
Assisted Faculty - Developing |Assisted in Drawing of LAN —
Web-based Instruction for Courses _j{Design =
UTP Cable Installation [Win 95 and Win NT Systems -
Administration
(Computer Hardware Repair ' -
: 4
The largest group, or 37%, of the students working within the CNRT Internship Program are biology majors.
Computer Science majors are second, comprising 27%. : =
Students who participated in the Internship Program have gained ﬁermanent positions at IBM, -
Santee-Cooper, MCI, Lucent Technologies, Milliken, Inc., and College of Charleston. Some are in graduate _-
school at Wake Forest University, University of Georgia, and University of South Carolina; and others b
obtained summer internships at Lucent Technologies, AT&T, General Motors, and SCSU. Damian Clarke,
together with another CNRT student intern, Brian Lalla, participated in an exchange program with Oxford =
University in England during the month of July, 1998. A
PERMANENT JOBS ;
| g
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[ Name Maior | Inen | Cument |
Sirbrittie Grant  |Comp Science  {Asst Web {IBM Programmer'
i : Publisher
Andre’ Green  |Mech Asst Network  [Santee-Cooper
o |Engineering Mgr Networking
Charisma Pagan |Comp Science  |Lab Monitor MCI Programmerf
Cedric Snell Comp Science  |Asst Web {Lucent }
L Publisher {Technologies
Regional Wells EElect Eng Tech JAsst Network  {Milliken, Inc.
! Mgr |Process Engineer
[Tracy Wigfall {Biology Lab Monitor {College of
|Charleston
|Accounts Payable
GRADUATE SCHOOL
: Name Ma!or ﬂ Intern urrent
Jermaine Physics/Eng Asst Web {Wake Forest
Hampton Publisher iUniversity -
Biomedical Eng
Antoinette Biology Asst Web University of
Williams Publisher |South Carolina -
i {Medical School
Jowi McMillan {Biology Lab Monitor EUnjversity of
_ |Georgia - Biology
SUMMER INTERNSHIPS
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Nicole Baldwin {Chemistry |Asst Web SCSU ‘; -
B, P — Publisher | . ' -
Marcus Britt  {Comp Science  Asst Sys Admin {Web ':
: Development o
Lucent ! e
o | o Technologies | -
Damian Clarke [Comp Science |Asst Web Exhange Program mt
{Publisher {Oxford
3 |University .
f General Motors - v
L i _|Programming | —
Sirbrittie Grant |Comp Science  )Asst Web |AT&T - Web -
Publisher iDevelopment )
-
In comparison to minimum Wage earners on campus at South Carolina State University, the lowest salary of —
any CNRT intern is greater than the minimum wage. -
Jermaine Hampton, 2 Physics/Engineering major, graduated from South Carolina S;ate University in =
December 1996. While at SCSU, he worked with the CNRT as its webmaster until July 1997. He is -
currently a graduate student at Wake Forest University, majoring in Medical Engineering. He states: - =
From its inception at S. C. State, the Center for Network Resources and Training shaped my educational -
experience as a student by placing basic Internet utilities necessary within my reach and by providing the  —
training that allowed effective use of these tools for research and career planning. During niy tenure as =
CNRT Webmaster, my knowledge of compulters, nenworking and the Internet continued to grow to develop
into skills which impact my life as a graduate student even today. T —
Sirbrittie Grant, Computer Science major, worked as 2 CNRT Research Assistant in 1997, during which -
time she created and maintained the SCSU Ongoing Research Web Site while working in a UNIX =
environment, utilizing digital imaging techniques. It was her desire to pursue a career in Management =
Information Systems upon graduation in May 1998. She is currently employed by IBM as an IT
Spccialist-Application Development/Management, developing on a Windows NT platform, jointly using <=
Oracle databases, PowerBuilder and Java tools. Sirbrittie had this to say about CNRT: -
CNRT provided the practical technological experience every institution should possess. It introduced me to __
the dynamics of the World Wide Web and extended me the opportuniry 1o plunge deep into the Internet's S
intricacies. CNRT's infrastructure and staff made learning enjoyable. CNRT has proven to be a
well-grounded stepping-stone to my academic. rechnical and professional growth. =

is currently the CNRT Webmaster. He is also a member of the

Andre’ Murphy, a Computer Science major, Iso a
United States Coast Guard and upon graduation from South Carolina State University, he will becomea  ~ =
commissioned officer. Aftera three-year tour of duty with the Coast Guard, Andre’ plans to pursue a -
Master’s Degree in Networking Administration. Of the program, he says: i

onal experience gt South

.

The Center for Network Resources and Training vastlli' é'mproves one's educali
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Carolina Stare University through the exposure it provides 1o various integral facers of computer science.
Some of these aspects include Web Publishing, Nenwvork Administration, and Research. The CNRT provides
the accessibility to the Internet so that both students and faculty at SCSU can fully realize and appreciate its
educational value and usefulness. The CNRT furnishes the valuable hands-on experience that is no
available in the ordinary classroom environment but it is so necessary for one to acquire a job of their
choice. The benefits of the Center for Network Resources and Training are both exponential and boundless.
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Spatial Terﬁperature Variations in the Lagoon Nebula (M8)

: Ely N. Duenas
City College of New York/South Carolina State University
Physics Dept.
41-06 50th Street
Apt# 2]
Woodside, NY 11377
718-205-7036
212-678-5622
eduenas @giss.nasa.gov

Abstract

MUSPIN NRTS sites at South Carolina State University (SCSU) and City College of New York (CCNY)
have collaborated to fund student astrophysical research during the summer of 1998. The results of one such

student are presented.

The emission nebula M8 has being examined using ground based CCD imagery taken through narrowband

interference filters at select wavelengths of diagnostic importance (e.g., temperature). The IRAF software
package was used in the standard manner to calibrate the raw images. Further details of the data reduction
can be found elsewhere in this conference (see Taran Tulsee’s poster). The ultimate goal of this project is to
produce a temperature map of the nebula using the doubly jonized oxygen atom, which emits at a
wavelength of 4363 and 5007 angstroms. The ratio of images obtained at these two wavelengths will lead to
the most detailed spatial temperature map of M8 to date. This map will be of importance to future
researchers in determining chemical abundance variations among MS$ and other galactic emission nebulae.

This research is being funded by MUSPIN NASA cooperative agreement NCC5-116, NASA-URC

NCC5-228, and other NASA sources.

Summary

NRTS Summer Collaboration

ative effort to motivate undergraduate students to develop an interest in Astronomy and Space

In a collabor
U and CCNY have participated in a research exchange program

Science, the MUSPIN NRTS sites at SCS
that involved students from each NRTS.

for the first time, to have hands-on use of an 8" telescope
e observing team. The observing team was composed by
poster display), Anthony Williams (SCSU), Ely

The presenter of this poster had the opportunity,
during astronomical observing nights set up by th

Taran Tulsee (Queensborough Community College—see his
Duenas (Hunter College of CUNY), and was guided by Dr. Donald Walter (SCSU). Such observing

experience was very rewarding for students who are considering a career in the Space Sciences.
Additionally, the students gained computing/technical skills including web publishing, digital image

processing, working in the UNIX environment, and t}h;luse of SUN workstations. .
- <



About the Lagoon Nebula, M8

Also called NGC 6523, the Lagoon Nebula is about 5200 light-years from the
center of the galaxy, and it can be seen by the naked eye as a comet-like glow in the Sagittarius

constellation. M8 contains dust and gas clouds where new stars form; it gets its energy from ultraviolet (UV)
radiation that results from interacting with young hot stars in its midst, and it is seen as a glowing region of
hydrogen gas called an "HII" region. In the nucleus of the nebula, a dumbbell-shaped feature—the
Hourglass—is observed, which has a high surface brightness. Another interesting feature of the Lagoon
nebula are the Bok globules, which are tiny, circular dark nebula against the brilliant nebular background,
with diameters of 7,000 to 10,000 AU, produced by relatively dense clouds of dust. Globules are thought to

be protostars or new stars in their earliest stages of formation.

Results from this Study

mmarize the results of the data reduction and image processing performed on a set of
taken of the nebula through narrow-band interference filters. These images were
examined using the IRAF software package to remove sources of noise and produce data which is
scientifically useful. An example of this will be presented in the form of a temperature map of the nebula
using the ratio of two images taken at different wavelengths of doubly ionized oxygen. After additional
analysis, the results of this study will be published and made available for others interested in determining

chemical abundances and modeling HII regions.

This poster will su
ground-based images

Sun and in the direction of the
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_ pellets and whiskers. These measurements are use

The Effeci& of Au and Ag Doping of Bismuth Compounds

Mr. Ly John Frdie
South Carolina State University
Physical Sciences
300 College Street NE
PO Box 7296
Hodge Hall Room 208
Orangeburg, SC 29117
803-516-8566
803-536-8500
I1tf@physics.scsu.edu

Abstract

A NASA funded undergraduate research student at South Carolina State University will present the results
of a study of the effects of doping BiSCCO superconducting compounds with Ag and Au. Previously

processed compounds (See Kelry Robinson this conference) are used to make quantitative measurements of
d to determine the effect of doping on the transition

al superconducts). This study will look at doping ratios not

temperature (temperature at which materi
ultimately contribute to a better understanding of

previously studied. The results of this study will
superconducting materials and commercial applications.

Introduction

BiSCCO is shorthand for bismuth strontium calcium copper oxide (Bi2Sr2Ca2Cu30 or Bi2Sr2CalCu20)
compounds which are high transition temperature superconductors. One of the easiest measured parameters
of superconductivity is the transition temperature T,. There are theories of how T should be affected by
substitution. Thus there are many studies of the effect of substitutions for Cu in the Cu-O planes which are
thought to be the cause of high T superconducting compounds. The research group at South Carolina State
University has found it to be relatively simple to grow substituted single crystals (whiskers) of the Bi-based
superconductors with narrow transitions so that various substitutions may be studied. This work has
concentrated on substituting the Cu in the BiSCCO series with either Au or Ag.

Experimental Procedures
oneered by Matsubara et al. Details of the method can be
the proper amounts of oxides and carbonates were mixed,

point for 100 hours. Quantitative
be microanalysis using a Cameca

The growth method for the single crystals was pi
found in the presentation by K. Robinson. Briefly,
melted at 12000 C, splat-cooled and annealed at just below the melting

analysis of substituted samples was done by electron pro

compositional
electron microprobe.

$X50 four-wavelength spectrometer automated

with a supply current of 100 microamps was used to measure the a-axis

for the determination of the sample resistance as a function of
g four silver pads on the sample, thepyannealing at

A standard four-probe DC technique
electrical resistance which allowed
temperature. Electrical contacts were made by evaporayn



Loy 5 d

5500 C for one minute in air. Typical contact resistance was less than one ohm when silver paint was applied -

after the evaporation.

The resistance-versus-temperature curves usually contained two drops in resistance from the normal state
resistance. The first in the region of 110 K corresponds to the transition for the 2223 phase. The second near -
80 K corresponds to the transition for the 2212 phase. It has been shown from other analysis techniques that _
the majority of the sample is 2212 with filaments of 2223 shunting the 2212 material. The data was taken for

various substitution levels of silver in the starting compound BiZSrl_QCamCu 4_nAgnog +x Wheren ranged

from 0.1 to 2.0. As indicated above, the amount of substituted material in the whisker was determined from =

microprobe analysis.

vy
| B

Results

A systematic substitution of Ag for the Cu does not produce a systematic change in the material’s T ..’

Resistance measurements on the whiskers show that the transition temperature of the Ag-substituted
ing that there is either no effect or the

BiSCCO materials appear to be unaffected by the substitution indicati
silver is not taken up by the whisker. This is supported by the electron microprobe analysis results which

show the absence of Ag in the whiskers.

| W[

E4

i
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Houston PREP

Ms. Sangeeta Gad
University of Houston-Downtown
Center for Computational Sciences and Advanced Distributed Simulation
1 Main Street
Suite 722-S
Houston, TX 77002-1001
713-221-8432
713-226-5290
gad @dt.uh.edu

The Houston Prefreshman Enrichment Program (Houston PREP) is an eight-week summer enrichment
program conducted at the campus of the University of Houston-Downtown (UHD). Houston PREP is geared
towards high-achieving, yet economically and socially disadvantaged Houston area middle and high school

students with an interest in engineering and science.

Houston PREP spans over four summers, and its academic components include Algebraic Structures,
Engineering, Computer Science, Logic, Physics, Probability and Statistics, Problem Solving, SAT

Preparatory Seminars, and Technical Writing.

d of college instructors and local high school teachers. This year, six high

The program faculty is compose
rs were trained by UHD

school instructors were provided by Houston area school districts. These teache
faculty members in advance to prepare for the PREP curriculum.

The program staff consists of program assistants, who are undergraduate students majoring in math, science,
or engineering. These program assistants remain in contact with the students each day, and serve as tutors
for the Houston PREP participants. They also prove to be great role models and mentors to the students.

Since Houston PREP targets economically and socially disadvantaged students, no tuition or fees are
charged to the student. In addition, the program is an approved site for the Houston Works Program and The
Texas Department of Human Services Summer Food Service Program (SFSP). This allows all Houston
PREP participants to earn money and receive free breakfast and lunch for the tenure of the program.

A 1997 Follow Up survey of previous Houston PREP participants revealed a 99% high school graduatidn
rate. Of the survey respondees, 91% were college students or college graduates; 57% were engineering or

science majors; and 75% of these college students were minority.
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Digital Libraries: Impact on Science, Medicine and Libraries

Ms. Ruth Hodges
South Carolina State University
Miller E. Whittaker Library
PO Box 7491
Orangeburg, SC 29117
803-536-8630
803-536-8902
Ib_hodges @scsu.edu

Abstract

The Congressional Electronic Library Act of 1993, and the President and Vice-President in their report on
“Technology for America’s Economic Growth," called for the development of digital libraries. Workshops
by the National Science Foundation (NSF) and others led to deﬁmng a research agenda for digital libraries.
This was identified as a national challenge in the Information Infrastructure Technology Application
component of the U.S. High Performance Computing and Communications Program. In late 1993 the
National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA), NSF, and the Advanced Research Projects
Administration (ARPA) jointly sponsored a requests for proposals on "digital libraries.” The project focuses
on dramatically advancing the means to collect, store, and organize information in dxgltal forms;
additionally, it focuses on making it available for searching, retrieving, and processing via communications
networks in a user-friendly way. Multidisciplinarian collaborative projects were funded under this initiative
at Carnegie-Mellon University, the University of California-Berkeley, University of California-Santa
Barbara, Stanford University, University of Illinois Urbana-Champaign, and the University of Michigan.
This poster focuses on current developments in digital library research and technology. It examines the
impact of digital libraries in science, medicine and libraries in general. It addresses issues resulting from the
development of digital libraries; and further discusses to what extent Historically Black Colleges and
Universities (HBCUs) are involved this technology.

What is a Digital Library?

There are many definitions of a "digital library.” Terms such as “electronic library" and "virtual library" are
often used synonymously. The elements that have been identified as common to these definitions are:

® The digital library is not a single entity

* The digital library requires technology to link the resources of many

¢ The linkages betwcen the many dxgltal libraries and mformanon services are transparent to the end
users

» Universal access to digital libraries and information services is a goal

e Digital library collections are not limited to document surrogates: they extend to digital artifacts that

cannot be represented or distributed in printed formats.

In 1995 this broad definition was adopted by the Association of Research Libraries which is a major library
organization mostly comprised of large academic libraries.

In essence, digital libraries use computer technology to store, manage, and disseminate vast amounts of
information. The components of a digital library include assemblage of electronic data, cataloging and
137 2
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data collections. It also includes

indexing mechanisms, tools for locating, searching, and browsing
d distributed locations, and interface

mechanisms to retrieve and potentially process data from remote an

tools. Each of these components allow tasks to be performed easily by non-expert users. Because each of
these digital library entities requires expertise from several disciplines, collaborations are the norm—as B
evidence by several existing projects. 7 Often, multidisciplinarian teams consist of engineers, librarians, ==
statisticians, computer scientists, and others. ! e
Impact on Science and Medicine -
The production of scientific information since World War I has exponentially increased, especially in areas ==
such as molecular biology. Endeavors such as the Human Genome Project generate large gene and protein -
sequence data which are being stored, and managed in computerized format for dissemination to scientists
and the medical community worldwide in just a matter of seconds via the Internet. -
Several scientific related government agencies have provided funding to support digital library technology. - -
In 1993 the NASA, NSF, and ARPA jointly sponsored a requests for proposals on "digital libraries.” The =
project focuses on dramatically advancing the means to collect, store, and organize information in digital
forms; additionally, it focuses on making it available for searching, retrieving, and processing via «...... -
communications networks in a user-friendly way. Six projects were funded under this initiative (see table 1). F
Since then projects have continued to grow; examples include: Global change datasets, climate and weather -
databases, Human Genome data, astronomy datasets, multimedia medical databases, social sciences _
databases, and other repositories. (see table 2).! Having this information available in digital format and -
disseminated via the Internet has greatly enhanced access and retrieval of scientific and other information
needed for research and development. - SR -
L

Impact on Libraries

Digital technology has revolutionized libraries by empowering various libraries, serving various populations,
to link together and even merge. As librarians try to adapt their contributions to a new role in the digital
world, many have described the library. . . as a "gateway" to many information resources that is available

electronically.!! The "gateway” phenomenon requires not only that quality and authoritative information is

available but also is accessible in a user-friendly environment. Concepts by libraries differ in aspiring s
toward the digital "gateway." For example some envision efforts to create digital libraries to further expand
individuals to interact with

access, increase usability and effectiveness, and establish entirely new ways for 1
information; some envision a "hybrid" library—one that combines traditional print publications and new

digitized information; and others view digital technology as a means of preserving deteriorating manuscript
and rare books and have joined the "digital bandwagon.” The following are examples of digitalization by
libraries. 1) Cornell University has included more than 2,000 19" and early 20th century books in electronic
format; 2) conservators of the Library of Congress, the British Library in London, and the Vatican Library in -
Rome all are digitizing their most treasured volumes; and 3) the Library of Congress expects to have 5 -

al

Ui

million books and images digitized by the year 2000.10 -
As documents are integrated into very large collections covering an entire field of study, links among the -
documents become increasingly important to help with searching and browsing. Who more than librarians g
have the expertise and experience to identify the important linkages between documents that should be
incorporated within catalog entries? e -
-
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Digital Libraries and Historically Black Colleges and Universities

To what extent are Historically Black Colleges and University (HBCU) libraries involved in digitalization
and what are the potential impacts of this technology? A general perception is that the technological
infrastructure is modest at most of these libraries. As for digital libraries, several HBCU libraries provide
their users access to traditional journals, indexes, reference books, etc., through the World Wide Web.
Although some of the most comprehensive and significant African Diaspora archival collections are located
at HBCUs, only a few participate in digitizing their collections. Moreover, libraries owning such collections
attract scholars nationally and internationally for research. The following is an overview of significant
archival collections at some HBCUs which are potentially available for digitalization: 1) Moorland-Spingarn
Collection at Howard University contains one of the most comprehensive collections on people of Africans
descent throughout the Diaspora. The collection includes original documents of such notables as: Charles
Drew (surgeon and blood storage pioneer), Frederick Douglass (abolitionist), Kwame Nkrumah (past
president of Ghana and Panafricanist), Alan Locke (writer and Rhode Scholar), E.E. Just (zoologist and
father of parthenogenesis), Paul Robeson (singer, actor, and scholar), Booker T. Washington (past president
of Tuskegee University and educator), Carter G. Woodson (educator, historian and father of "Black
History"), etc.; 2) the Clark Atlanta University Collection includes the John Henrik Clarke Africana and the
Countee Cullen Memorial Collection of Graphic and Performing Artists; 3) and Fisk University houses
original documents of W.E.B. Dubois (Panafricanist), Marcus Garvey (Panafricanist), Langston Hughes
(writer), and Aaron Douglas (visual artist); and 4) South Carolina State University owns original documents
of the 1896 organization, the Palmetto Medical, Dental and Pharmaceutical Association.

Some potential impacts of HBCUs digitizing its archival collections are: 1) to expand the use of these
documents and promote resource sharing among institutions—ideally similar to Georgia’s Galileo system, a
digital library system consisting of resource sharing of the online catalog, electronic journals, indexes, and
other resources among university, school, public, and technical school libraries; 2) to provide value added
sources of information. That is, quality, authoritative, and substantive information could be digitized and
disseminated nationwide to students, researchers, and others seeking scientific, medical, and other types of
information—thus, promoting research and development from anywhere anytime.

Issues Related to Digital Libraries® 15 4
The following are major issues related to digital libraries:
1. Economics

Where will we get the money to maintain current projects and fund future ones?
2. Selection

What should we digitize (Archival materials, resources with high user demand, téécﬁhg resources, or
materials where copyright has expired)?
3. Quality Control

How do we add structure, organization, and validity to the Internet?
4. Interoperability

How do library users at one location using one interface search digital collections of hundreds of
libraries?
5. Copyright
139 !



How do we make materials widely available digitally while protecting the library rights of artists,

writers, and publishers?

Conclusion

Given the many possibilities of digital technology, research and development in this area will proceed to
new heights. HBCUs like other institutions need to enhance their technological infrastructure to ensure that
digital libraries are fully functional—"no need to have the technology if it doesn’t work." Institutions need to
develop digital libraries with universal search engines with user friendly interfaces. Institutions must ensure
that development of their digital libraries’ infrastructure is within the regulations of copyright. Accordingly,
institutions need to increase their library’s budgets to enable subscriptions to more "value added" Internet
resources, e.g., online journals, indexes, reference books, etc. By doing this, institutions will expand access

af A

A

to more quality Internet resources for students, faculty,

and temporal barriers. - -

s e e

——

Project Title: Informedia
DigitalVideo Library

I Al
Carnegie-Mellon University

|Investigates how multimedia |
|digital libraries can be |
lestablished and used (video, |
audio, images and text); research|
lis in the area of speech !
[recognition, image
lunderstanding, and natural
llanguage processing supports. . '
knowledge base and search
retrieval.

University of
California-Berkeley

Project Title: Environmental
|Planningand Geographic
Information Systems

Aims to develop the
technologies for intelligent
laccess to massive, distributed

{collections of photographs,
Isatellite images, maps, full text
1documents, and multivalent”
'documents; research includes
|computer vision, databases and
information retrieval, user needs |
assessments, €C. |

Barbara

Umversniy of California:Sai—r;&a » Explores problems relatedtoa |

|distributed digital library for

and staff—Thus reducing

geographically referenced i
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Project Title: The Alexandria i
Project: Spatially-Referenced
Map Information

|and satellite images, and historic_

information; comprised of
digital maps, text, space shuttle |

laerial photography of California.’

Stanford University

Project Title: Interoperation
Mechanisms among
Heterogeneous Services

{Focuses on interoperability, i.e.,
{how disparate databases can be ]

1(Tennant,1997). The network
{will include not only books and
{journals, but data from private
jcollections and scientific studies.
|The system employs software

treated as one by the user

enabling people to browse

|through disparate sources at the
{same time.

|Urbana-Champaign

Project Title: Federating

[Project Title: Intelligent Agents

University of Illinois

Repositoriesof Scientific
Literature

|Aims to provide full-text

Iscientific literature primarily for
lengineers. Documents mostly in
{SGML (Standard Generalized
{Markup Language) and Adobe
1Acrobat. This system will
|provide people . . . at 10 large
{Midwestern universities remote
[access to full-text and pictures
|of tens of thousands of

journals, magazines, and

ldocuments.

University of Michigan

for Information Location

Aims to develop sophisticated
software programs which will
allow librarians and users to
|search more efficiently for
|information on the subjects of
|earth and space science; JISTOR
i(Journal Storage Project), ‘

{Humanities Text Initiative, etc.

Table

2: Other Digital Libraries Projects*812-16
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Project Title: Digital Library
Collection

I L e
New York Public Library (NYPL) Includes digital images and texts

files from the Schomburg Center
|for Research in Black Culture
|pertaining to women, dance,

|theater, music, etc.; and the NYPL |
finding aids. -

Indiana Music Library

Project Title: VARIATIONS
Project

and video materials related to
music.

Focuses on digitalization of audio |

University System of Georgia

Project Title: Galileo

|Provides statewide digital library
Iresource sharing among Georgia’s
|private and state universities,
public libraries, technical schools,
and public schools. ‘

| Library of Congress Digital
Collections

and Thomas

Project Titles: American Memory;

Provides Historical Collections,
and Legislative Information via the
Internet.

1
}

Michael Hart, Executive Director

Project Title: Project Gutenberg

iProvides electronic textbook files
Navailable via the Internet.

4

|

Tufts University

Project Title: Perseus Project

[Provides multimedia library of
linformation about Archaic and
IClassical Greece: Literature,
|history, art, and archaeology.

_I\Eational Librhry of Medicine

Project Title: Visible Human

[Provides anatomically 3-D
‘!representation of the male and
|female human body; NIH’s genetic

e

Project Title: Networked Digital

Project; and GeneBank sequence database of all publicly
: available DNA and protein

| sequences.

Virginia Tech [Consists of an initiative of 39

iinstitutions to increase the
lavailability via the Internet of

Library of Theses and dissertations. jstudent research by digitizing

masters theses and doctoral
dissertations.

University of lowa

(Includes a medical multimedia
| 4atabase containing materials for

Project Title: The Virtual Hospital Imedical education, patient care,

patient education, and continuing
medical education. Available via
the Internet.
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Technology and Libraries: Bringing Together Information Literacy and Diversity

Elaina Norlin & Patricia Morris
University of Arizona
Undergraduate and Science Library
Main Library
Room A401C
‘Tucson, AZ 85712
520-621-9919
520-621-9733
enorlin@bird.library.arizona.edu
pmorris@bird.library.arizona.edu

Summary

Academic librarians have redefined and expanded their traditional roles in to meet the changing needs of
students. The increasing emphasis on computer literacy, access to electronic and digital formats, the
Internet, and the globalization of education have prompted libraries to respond with creative and innovative
programs and services for all users.

While these are exciting times, as we approach the 21st century minority graduation rates are still low all
over the country. Research has proven that the dominant culture does not take in account unique differences
in diverse groups, which should be nurtured and cultivated. Native Americans, along with other minority
groups, sometimes do not know about the vast informational resources within mainstream universities.
Nationally, libraries cannot continue to meet the needs of a diverse clientele by only recruiting and catering
to people from the dominant culture. As Librarians and Women of Color, it’s our responsibility to provide
outreach, training and support for a variety of diverse groups. '

This poster presentation will showcase hbrary outreach projects and instruction, which is geared toward
diversity education and life long learning. Librarians are organizing computerized information and

evaluating new technology for:

® Web design and maintenance
® Curriculum development

* Interactive Instruction

¢ Multimedia Development

Goal

To provide an interactive and informative presentation on current University of Arizona projects focussing
on diversity education and cultural development.

Methodology
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Pre-Survey

The purpose of the survey is to tailor the participant,s interests and ideas with the information provided in

our poster presentation.

s will fill out a short survey when they first approach the table. The survey will assess the

Participant
¢ interests and methods for Jearning information.

individual's computer expertise, projec

Learning Modules S

e Internet- The projects which are accessible through the Internet will be bookmarked and available for
viewing.

e Power Point Presentation - A continuous power point prese
provide background information.

e Poster Board Information - The poster board

information and suggestion forms together.

ntation will showcase the projects and

arranges all the special outreach projects, contact

Evaluation

After the presentation, an evaluation form will be distributed to each individhal. The form will contain all

the projects presented, URL's and contact information. The evaluation
at a later date. Pat and I will highlight any sections the person is interested in,

back to their institution or business. 7

e available for new ideas and suggestions from the participants. These ideas and

A separate sheet will b
contact information will be shared with our colleagues at the University of Arizona.

and they can take the sheet

Conclusion

entation, we want to share and gain knowledge about technology. information ﬁteracj;; 7
areer development. The opportunity to teach, learn and interact with other professionals
citing, enriching and rewarding.

From this pres
diversity and ¢
committed to diversity education is very €x
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Processing and Gro.wth of Ag and Au Doped BiSCCO Superconducting Compounds

Ms. Kelry Robinson
South Carolina State University
Physical Sciences
PO Box 7296
Orangeburg, SC 29117
803-533-3773

803-536-8500
dkw@physics.scsu.edu

Abstract

A NASA-funded undergraduate research assistant at South Carolina State University will present the results
of a processing and growth study of Ag- and Au-doped bismuth-strontium-calcium-copper-oxide (BiSCCO)
superconducting compounds. Proper stoichiometric ratios of all components are mixed to form a base
compound powder. Different processes will be discussed including pellet formation and single crystal
whisker growth. Pellet formation involves a high-pressure procedure to be discussed in detail. Whisker

growth includes high-temperature (1200° C) sintering which leads to millimeter-sized or smaller crystals.

Introduction

This study is a part of a project that investigates the change in the properties of bismuth-based
high-temperature superconductors as a portion of the copper is systematically replaced by either silver (Ag)
or gold (Au). This substitution changes the material properties and probes the underlying mechanisms for
superconductivity. Superconductors are marked by a rapid vanishing of resistance at the critical temperature
(T,). In conventional superconductors T ranges from less than 1 K up to 23 K for Nb;Ge. High-temperature
superconductors were first discovered in 1986 when Bednorz and Muller announced a transition temperature
of up to 38 K in lanthanum copper oxide which had been doped with either strontium or barium. The
laboratory at South Carolina State University investigates the properties of the bismuth-based materials

(BiZSrZCan lCunO8 x where n =1,2,3). In these studies the materials are doped with either Ag or Auas a

substitute for a portion of the Cu resulting in Bi,Sr,Ca _,Cu, Og, . where n =1,2,3and z=1ton. The
procedure described in this paper concentrates on the addition of Ag and results in bulk samples in the form
of pellets. By a slight variation in the processing procedure single crystals of the materials (whiskers) can be
produced. The properties of the samples are determined by examination of the transition curves and from the

results of microprobe data.

Experimental Procedure

Several molar ratios of bismuth, strontium, calcium, silver and gold are chosen for this study and are
outlined . Appropriate amounts of their oxides and carbonates are mixed together and ground to a fine

homogeneous powder. These powders are then put in the furnace and calcined at 850 C for 6-8 hours. This
step is repeated several times with intermediate grindings to ensure homogeneity. The calcined powders are
then pressed into pellets at 7 tons and sintered at 850° C for 100 hours with an intermediate grinding.
Afterwards, the pellets are cut and inspected under an optical microscope for surface textures and

irregularities. 147
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The phase of the processing that involves the formation of a glassy matrix from which single crystals or

"whiskers" of

the BiSCCO superconductor can be grown is similar. The pellets are heated up to 120090 C for

a sufficiently long time to make sure that they have melted completely, typically about 30 minutes. The melt

is then poured

onto a steel plate and simultaneously flattened by another steel plate. This step produces

glassy shards less than 1 mm in thickness which are found to be ideal for whisker growth.

Finally, these shards are put in an alumina boats and annealed near their melting point for 120 hours in
flowing oxygen. Upon cooling, a thick growth of whiskers can be observed on the shards. These whiskers
can grow to lengths up to 5 mm and their width and thickness are in the order of a few hundred microns.
These are then examined using an electron microscope equipped with a microprobe. Measurements of

resistivity, the

Results

rmal conductivity and calorimetry are also done on the samples.

The addition Ag or Au to the initial compounds should result in substitution of these metals for Cu in the
superconductor. The resulting materials are expected to exhibit shifts in the transition temperature as 8 result
of the substitution. Electron microprobe results indicate that the Ag concentrated in regions within the pellet.

The effect of the substitution on the transition temperature of the materials was inconclusive. Work is

continuing on

the effects of Au substitution.

Acknowledgment

Funding for this project is provided by the U.S. Department of Energy (Grant # DE-FG02-97ER45630) and
the MU-SPIN/NASA Cooperative Agreement NCC5-116. Computer and network support provided through

the MU-SPIN/NASA office.

148

I
L I

qau: ¢4 4 !

Its " '
oo

1



[

£

{

8

N
i
Ll

i

Gl

Gk

HIE

g

Wi

i

(

()

Research Experience in Earth Systems Science at Norfolk State University

Waldo J. Rodriguez, S. Raj Chaudhury, Cyntrica Eaton,
Eyad Youssef, and Louay Youssef
Norfolk State University
Atmospheric Science Division
2401 Corprew Avenue
Norfolk, VA 23504

757-864-2381
757-683-9054

waldo@vigyan.nsu.edu

Introduction

The understanding of the Earth as an intricately coupled system and the variables that influence climate

changes has been a subject of interest for many years.1'23 The study of interactions between the atmosphere,
land, ice, oceans, and biota and their impact in the climate change has attracted scientists from many
disciplines over the years. This has created the Earth System Science (ESS) interdisciplinary field. In the
early days scientists made in situ observations of the atmosphere, land, ice, oceans, or biota and correlated
those to the climate changes. These studies by did not provide the overall picture of the global changes.
Satellites have revolutionized ESS studies allowing global coverage. Since satellites have been utilized as a
research tool, vast amounts of data have been collected. Unfortunately, for years only atmospheric scientist
had access to this valuable data. Now there is a large effort to disseminate this data by the various agencies
involved. These stems from the easy distribution of the data through the Internet and availability of the
computing power needed to produce images and store data to the average citizen. However, public
awareness of the availability of this data and education on how to utilize it has lagged behind.

The six-week Research Experience in Earth System Science (REESS) summer program educated twelve
MSET undergraduate students of the existence and usage of the vast data resources available from the ESE
missions. This was accomplished by assignment of short research projects to the students and an intense
educational program.

e Introduce undergraduate MSET students to relevant aspects of ESE programs and encourage usage of
on-line NASA resources. .

e Provide an enriching experience of scientific investigation in Earth System Science within a

" collaborative interdisciplinary environment.

e Exploit the Stratospheric Aerosol and Gas Experiment II (SAGE 1I) data for the determination and
understanding of the global atmospheric water vapor variations from high to low tropical storm
activity years and atmospheric aerosol concentrations influence in ozone depletion. Enhance SAGE II
data visualization techniques. Study the earth radiation budget using the Earth Radiation Budget
Experiment (ERBE) satellite data. S .

e Provide research opportunities and educational experiences to students from institutions, which are
underrepresented in the ESE programs. This includes Historically Black Colleges and Universities,

Hispanic Serving Institutions, and Junior Colleges.

Student Participants on the REESS 98 Program
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Name | Educational Institution  ||Principal i
. N _IResidence | -
|Darrick J. Belcher |Norfolk State University ||Danville, KY | B
Khadijah Booth | Xavier University IGloucester ! -
- | o |County, VA
Ilyanna Budak Southwest Texas State  :|Austin, Texas ! =
7 University |
!ﬁxomas Butler E[}Eward University %(Ehicago, IL |
Enk V. Cope |Tidewater Community ~ !Norfolk, VA \ -
J|College i |
Aaron M. New York Institute of Brooklyn, NY —
- Freeman Technology 7 -
Sandra L. Columbia University Newark, NJ —
Gutierrez - SRR 8
Eharmagne D. Norfolk State University |[Norfolk, VA #
Harris 7 —
Schrie L. Janet [Norfolk State University [Norfolk, VA | -
Tt 1. — |
Johnny Ray Light [Thomas Nelson Yorktown, VA
Community College -
C. Scott Michaels ; Thomas Nelson York County, VA B
Community College =
Angela W. Parson |Norfolk State University INorfolk, VA l het
-
Educational Activities -
- i e , %
Lectures, seminars, demonstrations, and exercises to educate the students in various aspects of ESE were
given throughout REESS. These activities were generally performed in the first two hours of each day. _

Lecture Series

]
H

A series of lectures were delivered in order to expose the students to various aspects of the atmosphere, -
earth’s climate, scientific research methodology, team work, data manipulation, and scientific visualization.
Although the events are referred as lectures, extensive discussion took place between students and lecturer. ;
The lecture titles were The Atmosphere and Earth; Remote Sensing, Ozone, Biomass Burning, and related =
NASA Programs; Paradigms and Team Work: Their Importance in Research; Dependent, Independent, and
Interdependent Systems; Stratospheric Aerosol and Gas Experiment (SAGE) Series; Leader, Manager, B
Worker; Mission Statements; SAGE II Data Conditioning; Vision, Leadership, Management; Numerical -

Arrays; and Self Motivation and Teamwork: Importance in Research.- ~ - - B L

Seminar Series

minent scientist. Seminars were followed by a discussion =

The participants attended seminars delivered by pro
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period to ensure understanding and encourage student involvement.

o ¢ The Human Adventure Continues
Dr. William Smith, Virginia Air and Space Museum, Hampton, VA
® Sea Surface Temperature Variability

- Mrs. Elizabeth Smith, Center for Coastal Physical Oceanography, Norfolk, VA
¢ Stratospheric and Gas Experiments II and III

Dr. William P. Chu, On campus
* Laser Development at NASA

Dr. Norman P. Barnes, On campus
* Remote Sensing from Satellite

Dr. James Russell, Hampton University, Hampton, VA
¢ Langley Aerospace Research Summer Scholars

Mrs. Rafaela Schwan, On campus
¢ Graduate Student Research Program

Mr. Lloyd B. Evans, On campus

{

;

"Exercises

Various exercises were assigned throughout the program. These exercises were aimed to improve skills in

Qi

data manipulation, scientific visualization, teamwork, and oral presentations. All these skills were not only
= necessary for the successful completion of the program but also for successful carriers. Some exercises were
=  independently performed, but most were completed in teams. Mentors were available to answer questions.
The exercises are described below. , .

-~ * Excel Data Manipulation Exercise
= Students established competency in fundamental data manipulation, averaging, statistics and graphing
had using Microsoft Excel. This enabled the instructors to emphasize the quantitative nature of the task
- ahead without getting bogged down in low level syntax issues.
= ® Sea Surface Remote Sensing

Students were taken to the Center for Coastal Physical Oceanography at Old Dominion University,
= where they were allowed to manipulate sea surface satellite data. Exercises related to the data were
had administered to the students. '
7 e Literature and World Wide Web Review
i The first step of Scientific Research is to understand previous investigation in the topic of interest.

» Create Mission Statements for the REESS Program and Individual Teams

~ Creation of a mission statement establishes the direction in which the prbgrarn and teams are going as
o well as promotes teamwork.
= ¢ Create a Team Web Page
N
- Students were trained in Web Page authorizing techniques.
- Student Presentations
i In science, the dissemination of new discoveries is of primary importance. Teaching communication skills in
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a research environment is as important as the scientific work. In our program, the student research groups
d deliver a weekly presentation. The format of this presentation will be

were required to prepare an
equivalent to the format of a presentation at a major scientific conference: 10 minute of talk followed by a
2-minute question period. Everyone in the group was required to speak. Every Friday morning all research

groups gave presentations on their progress. The first Friday their presentation consisted on their literature

and World Wide Web review of their topic and subsequent Fridays the progress of their investigation was

reported. The last Friday of the program a final presentation of their work with all results and conclusions

were delivered.

BEST Fest

A day long series of talks and workshops was organized in concert with the Earth Systems Science
Educator’s program on campus where REESS students benefited from interaction with in-service and
pre-service teachers. They answered questions on their own projects as well as attending mini-workshops
offered by a staff member from NASA Goddard Space Flight Center.

-

Trips . =

Students were taken to two educational tours and the beach. The educational tours were to:

e Jefferson Laboratory
e Center for Coastal Physical Oceanography

Research Activities

The twelve students were divided into four research teams. The Water Vapor, Ozone and Aerésdi; and IDL
teamns which primarily utilized data obtained from the SAGE II instrument, and the Earth Radiation Budget

team which used data from the ERBE projects. The breakdown of the teams will be described in details in

Section 5.5. The projects are described below.

and Gas Experiment Il (SAGE II) data was utilized for three research projects. The

Stratospheric Aerosol
SAGE Il is a solar occultation experiment mounted in the Earth Radiation Budget Satellite (ERBS). This
and a sunset event per

satellite orbits the earth nearly 15 times a day allowing SAGE Il to record a sunrise an
orbit. Total earth coverage is achieved in one month with approximately 900 profiles. The water vapor
concentrations are obtained by measuring the solar signal at the 940 nm water absorption line. The

instrument self-calibrates by measuring the signal above the atmosphere befor

events. The spatial resolution is
large enough to comprise most of the vertical motions associated with convection, but small enough to

observe individual areas.2 The water vapor data has been validated with radiosonde results, frost point
hygrometer, Lyman-a and LIMS satellite observations. The accuracy is estimated to be around 10%.

The ERBE data was utilized by using Worldwatcher, and innovative new visualization software from
Northwestern University. Several ERBE data sets were available such as incoming radiation, outgoing

radiation, albedo, reflectivity, surface temperature, and greenhouse effect. This software allowed easy

comparison of differences in earth radiation budget activity over different geographical areas. - -
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e a sunset and after the sunrise
200 km through the earth limb and 1 km in vertical axis.® This resolution is
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REESS Activity Schedule

Summary

The rigorous 6 week Research Experience in Earth System Science (REESS) program exceeded
expectations in educating MSET undergraduate students in the manipulation, interpretation, and
understanding of remote sensing data. This was achieved by the assignment of research projects relevant to
ESE, coupled with an intense educational program. The research projects investigated global atmospheric
water vapor, atmospheric aerosol and ozone concentrations, the Earth Radiation Budget and computer
programming for enhanced data visualization. Faculty mentors guided the students through the entire
scientific process, from the initial literature search to the final report. Since research projects were very
specific, an educational component was incorporated into the REESS in order to broaden the experience.
This component exposed students to other topics relevant to ESE, which may have not been covered by the
research project alone. A lecture and seminar series provided a background on various topics of interest. The
literature and World Wide Web searches exposed the students to data from other satellite platforms and
acquainted them to a variety of remote sensing data. At the end of REESS the students; had an
understanding of the earth as a coupled system in which many interactions are critical to climate change;
understood satellite data manipulation and image creation; were capable of accessing and interpreting
satellite images via Internet; and some of them became inspired to pursue further work in atmospheric

sciences.

REESS also provided research opportunities and educational experiences to students from institutions,
which are underrepresented in the ESE programs. This included I-hstoncally Black Colleges and
Universities, and Junior Colleges.

The REESS program should become an integral part of Norfolk State University’s summe-r activities since it
will continue having a positive impact in the student participants. Particularly to groups which are
underrepresented in the ESE programs.
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Object Oriented Programmmg (Visual Basic) and Graphical Programming (LabView) in
the Study of Digital Arithmetic
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South Carolina State University
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300 College Street NE
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Room 202D
Orangeburg, SC 29117
803-536-8866
803-533-3623
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Abstract

Simulation software packages play an important role in the study of Digital Electronics. Some of the
software packages currently used in the study of digital electronics are Electronics Workbench, PSPICE
Schematics, and Logic Works III. These software packages have unique features and capabilities, but lack
capabilities to address digital electronics concepts like number systems and digital arithmetic. This
necessitates the design and development of simulation modules to address the limitation of the existing
software packages. This presentatlon describes the development of simulation modules for number systems
and digital arithmetic using object oriented programming language (Visual Basic) and graphical
programming language (LabVIEW). These modules can be used in conjunctxon with existing software
packages to effectively train students in the area of digital electronics.

1. Introduction

Digital principles and circuits is an important area of study since it is extensively used in the design and
application of computers and other applications. Electrical Engmeenng and Computer Science curriculum
consist courses in digital principles and application and various software packages (PSPICE, Logic Works
II, Electronic Workbench, VHDL, OR-CAD etc.) are used to enhance the class room teaching. The students
verify their designs using simulation software packages before assembling and testing it in the laboratory.
These software packages have unique features and capabilities but unfortunately most of them have been
unable to handle number systems, converting from one number system to another, complements, addition,
subtraction, etc.. This necessitates design and development of software modules that can be used in
conjunction with other simulation packages to effectively train our students in the study of digital principles
and circuits.

These modules can be dcveloped using programming languages such as FORTRAN, PASCAL, C/C++,
QBASIC but it would require enormous lines of code to provide an effective module (menus, error
messages, graphics, instructions to use the program etc.). One solution to this problem is the use of object
oriented programming like Visual Basic or use of graphical programming (LabVIEW). One can develop
effective module with less lines of code using these and modules developed using these languages will be

industry standard. ..
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The objective of this presentation is to discuss the design and

development of simulation modules using

Visual Basic and LabVIEW. These modules will be used to study issues associated with number systems *

and digital arithmetic. This will introduce the student to the concept of virtual instruments. It would help the
faculty in instruction and research. The graphical interface and user friendliness of the modules will capture
students’ attention and make them more apt to learn the principles and applications of digital arithmetic.

The presentation is arranged in eight sections. Section 2 discusses the mathematical equations. Section 3
discusses different features of the module. Section 4 presents the source code of few of the features of
section 3. This is necessary to show the simplicity associated with Visual Basic programming. Section 5
presents simulation and comparison results of few test cases. Section 6 presents simulation of number
systems using LabVIEW. Section 7 presents conclusion and discussion. Section 8 presents a list of

references.

2. Theoretical Background

Most of the steps and rules presented in this section can be found in any standard digital principles and
applications book. We have used two books [1, 2] for our work.

A. Any Number System to pgcimal Number System — Rule 1
Let us cqnsidclr}!)e:tsojurcg number as A=( a8y e a, . 5;1 B e a_py
where b = base and a = coefficients and the "a;‘ values aré betwe;rilioranrcri’ b-l
" Let the decimal equivalent of Abe Deq R S
Deq=a *b™! + a_ *b" .t a,*b'+a *b0. a b l+a b2+ 4a %07
Example
, Petemline the decimal equivalent of binary number 111.11 or (111.11), =( ho?

Decimal equivalent Deq = 1¥22 + 1321 +1%20 . psg 1 41422 = (44241) . (5+25) = (1.75) g

B. Decimal Number System (o Any Number System - Rule 2

d D1 be the fraction part of the decimal number. The

Let D be the integer part of the decimal number an
"b" be base or radix of the destination number.

decimal number therefore is equal to D.DI. Let

ase 'b” Conv

Use process of repeated division. Process Use process of repeated multiplication.

Terminates _ when
quotient = 0 Process

L
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terminates when
fraction part =0

Quotient Remainder Integer Fraction
D/b ql rl DI1*b 11 fl1

ql/bg2r2 f1*b 12 f2

qbOm fn*bIn 0
Integer Part = (mn ....r2 r1) Fraction part = (I1 12 ....In)

Destination base "b" number=m ... 12rl .I1112..In

Example
Determine the binary equivalent of decimal number 7.75 or (7.75),5 = (),

In this example D=7,D1 =0.75,and b=2.

Converting integer part to binary Converting fraction part to binary
Quotient Remainder Integer Fraction

7/2310.75%210.50

3/211050*%210

17201

Binary equivalent of integer part = 111 Binary equivalent of fraction part = .11

Binary equivalent of decimal number 7.75 = 111.11

Note: There may be situations where the fraction part will fail to converge and may repeat. This sifuation
can be addressed by limiting number of fractional digits in the destination number to a predeﬁned integer

value (say 6).

C. Complements — Rule 3

Let "r" be the radix or base of a number.

be determined by subtracting coefficient of each digit from (r-1).

The (r-1)’s complement of a number can _
to the least significant kit  (LSB).

The r's complement can be determined by adding 1
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xample

Determine the (r-1)'s complement and r's complement of the hexadecimal number ABCDE.EE.

Qi

In this example r = 16. Therefore r-1 = 16-1 = 15. Also A = 10, B=11, C=12, D=13, E=14, and F=15.

r1__ lisfisfisjis) s s =

Original A B |C =|D | [E {(F
Number T I -
(r-1)’s s @4 By i0 -

Complement ' :
Add 1 to LSB| | || | =
: -

r’'s Complement||5 la 13 §2 1t i1
,—iE

Binary numbers can be added, subtracted, multiplied, and divided just like any other radix number. Each
numeral position has a value, and when the addition of two numbers produces a result that exceeds the value -
that can be represented by a character in the set, a carry is generated to the next higher position. Subtraction =¥
generates borrows when a larger number in a digit position is subtracted from a smaller. The multiplication
table for binary is quite simple: 0 multiplied by either O or 1 =0, and 1 multiplied by 1 is 1. Binary division
produces quotients with remainders like decimal division.

Example Example

Find the binary sum of X and Y. Find the following binary difference.
X =01110.10,and Y = 11011.11, -
Carry 1 11111 =
-
X 01110.10 Minuend X 1011010, 7
Y 1101111 Subtrahend Y 0101110, =
Sum 1 01010.01 Difference 0101100, -
Example Example
-
Find X * Y. Find X/Y. -
X=10110.1, Y =01001.1 X=11011.10, Y=101 =
X=225X,=2T5 _
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(X*Y) g =22.5% 9.5 = 213755 (X/Y),n = 27.5/5= 5.5,

(X*Y), = 011010101.11, (X/Y), = 00101.10,

3. Features of Simulation Module

The simulation module is a menu driven computer program with menu items and other features. The
following is a brief description of different menu items and other features.

ABOUT Menu - Clicking on this menu gives a brief description of the program.

CONVERT Menu - Clicking on this menu drops down two options; a) Any Number System to
Decimal and b) Decimal to Any Number System. The user can select any of these options by clicking
on it. Each option is provided with its input-output screen with input boxes and number of controls
like RUN, PRINT, CANCEL, QUIT, etc., where the user can enter data and observe outputs, print the
input and output, go back to main menu or quit the program. Also, the user input-output screen has an
"INSTRUCTION TO RUN PROGAM" button and he user may click on it to see the steps to run the

program.

COMPLEMNTS Menu - This menu is designed to determine the r's and (r-1)’s complement of a
number. Clicking on this menu provides the user with an input-output screen. The items in this screen
are identical to the input-output screen in the CONVERT Menu options.

ARITHMETIC Menu — This menu is designed to perform addition, subtraction, multiplication, and
division. Clicking on this menu provides the user with an input-output screen. The items in this screen
are identical to the input-output screen in the CONVERT Menu options.

PRINT Menu - This menu is designed to print different forms. This has features like number of
copies, color, font size and font type.

QUIT Menu - This menu is designed to allow the user to quit the program.

The program is user friendly and works on a click and shoot principle. Built-in error handler routines
provide the user with cause(s) of error and possible steps to remove the error.

4. Source Code Listings

Please refer to Appendix A for source code listings of few of the options. If Appendix A is missing (because
of space limitations), please contact the authors.

5. Simulation Results and Comparison

Tables 1-3 provide results for various test cases. The results clearly indicate that the simulation modules
performed satisfactorily in all test cases. .
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Table 1 - Theoretical and Simulation Results for Test Cases (Number System Conversion)

Number |Source " Base|Destination  |Calculated |Simulation |%Error
§ Base : !
: Result Result

111.11 |2 (Binary) 10 (Decimal)|{7.75 7.75 0

101.10 8 (Octal) 10 (Decimal)|65.125 |65.125 10

101.10 |16 . |10 (Decimal)[257.0625  [257.0625 |0
_(’}iexadecimal) B

100.125(10 (Decimal)|2 (Binary) 1100100.001(1100100.001 (0

100.125[10 (Decimal){8 (Octal) 144.1 144.1 0

100.125|10 (Decimal)|16 164.2 64.2 10

{(Hexadecimal) r

‘Table 2 — Theoretical and Simulation Results for Test VCarsfes»(Complejmcnts)

or i
Base

)y

NumberiRadix}(r-1)’s Complement

r’s Complement

Calculated [Simulated|%Erro

Calculated

Simulated|%Error]

ABCD |16 654.3

6543 |0 ll6s4.4

1654.4

0

Table 3 — Theoretical and Simulation Results for Test Cases (A{ithmetics)

f

1 Numbers Calculated 1Simulated 1%Error
Ix=(01110.10) ,

Y=(11011.11) ,

Addition (X + Y){101010.01 [101010.01 0
[Subtraction (Y —j01101.01 %'01101.01 0

X .

The multiplication and division modules are under developmen

modules in the conference.

LabVIEW software from National Instruments is Wifig(lf’

6. Number Systems and Digital Arithmetic Using LabVIEW

t. We plan to present results of these
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industry. A number of academic institutions use this software to provide instruction and conduct research in
virtual instrumentation and control. This software is versatile and consists of numerous vi library which can
be used in various disciplines. As far as number systems and digital arithmetic is concerned LabVIEW
consists of vi such as From and to Decimal, From and to Octal, From and to Hexadecimal, and From and to
Binary. Thesevis can be directly used to perform number system conversions.The input and output can be
observed in real time in the screen. The addition, subtraction, multiplication, and division can performed

using appropriate vis.

In this section we will provide the diagrams for Decimal to Octal conversions. The other conversions and
arithmetic will be presented in the conference.

Decimal to Octal -

Inputs Output

=
N
=
Connection Diagram
Esinol N mbey

S R S it
| LLal Y P

7. Conclusion and Discussion

The simulation methodologies in this presentation are designed to assist the student and faculty to study
number systems conversion and digital arithmetic effectively. The simulation modules were tested for
various test conditions and produced correct results. The multiplication and division modules using Visual
Basic and Digital Arithmetic modules using LabVIEW are currently developed and will be presented in the

conference.
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4. Wells, Lisa K. and Travis Jeffery, "LabVIEW For Everyone — Graphical Programming Made Even
Easier”, Prentice-Hall, 1997.

Appendix A - Source Code Listing for Few Modules
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This section provides the source listings of the Any Number System to Decimal Number System option. The

other options will have their own source

- space limitations.

Variables used in the program

codes and it is not possible to present all of the

Global SB, SB1, NID, NFD, dmll, decimal2, dmllr, decimal2r As Integer

Global rl, 12, £3, rd, 15, 16, 17, 18 As Integer

Global 9, r10, r11,r12,r13, 114,115 As Integer

Global r16, Iresult As Double

Global f1, 2, f3, f4, 5, 6, Fresult As Single

Global result As Double

m here because of

Global Ici, Ic2, Ic3, Ic4, Ic5, Ic6, Ic7, Ic8, Ic9, Icl0, Icll, Ic12, Ic13, Icl4, Ic15, Ic16 As Integer

Global Fel, Fe2, Fc3, Fed, Fc5, Fe6 As Integer

Global Ix1, Ix2, Ix3, Ix4, Ix5, Ix6, Ix7, Ix8, Ix9, Ix10, Ix1l, Ix12, Ix13, Ix14, Ix15, Ix16 As String

Global Fx1, Fx2, Fx3, Fx4, Fx5, Fx6 As String

Global IDN, DB, FD As Integer

Global rst, t1, vv2, X1, check, checkl As Integer

~ Global Counters(4 To 19) As Single.

'Globaltext1(1 To 8), text2(1 To 8) As Single

Global dm, brs, octs, octb, obs, obsb, hdmls, hdmlb As Integer

Global dmf As Double = _

Global dmfl, fin, finl, br, otl, hdml As String

Global 1d1, Id2 As Integer

Source code associated with RUN button -

Private Sub Command1_Click()
Label8.Visible = True

Label9.Visible = True
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Label10.Visible = True
Labell 1. Visible = True
Text4.Visible = True
For Index% =5 To 10
Text5(Index%).Visible = True
Next Index% |
’For Decimal to Binary
If brs = 1 Then

brsb =2

brl = Log(dm) / Log(10)
br2 = Log(brsb) / Log(10)
br = (brl) / (br2)

br = Int(br)

For 1% = 0 To br

X =(2)"(br)

If dm >= X Then

I$=1

Msg$ = Msg$ +J$
dm=dm-X

br=br-1

Elself dny < X Or dm = 0 Then
J$=0

X=0

Msg$ = Msg$ +J$

e x
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br=br-1

End If

Next 1%

Text4 = Msgh

If dmf > O Then

For Index% =5 To 10
dmf1 = dmf * brsb
fin = Int(dmfl)
Text5(Index%) = fin
dmf = dmfl - fin
Next Index%
End If

*End Decimal to Binary

’

*Decimal to Octal
Elself octs = 1 Then
otl = Oct(dm)

If dmf > O Then

For Index% = 5 To 10
dmf1 = dmf * octb
fin = Int(dmf1)
Text5(Index%) = fin
dmf = dmfl - fin
Next Index%

End If
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Text4 = otl

’End Decimal to Octal

¥

’Decimal to Hexadecimal
Elself hdmls = 1 Then
hdml = Hex(dm)

If dmf > 0 Then

For Index% =5 To 10
dmf] = dmf * hdmlb
fin = Int(dmf1)

finl = Hex(fin)
Text5(Index%) = finl
dmf = dmfl - fin
Next Index%

End If

Text4 = hdml

’End Decimal to Hexadecimal

’

’Decimal to Other Base
Elself obs = 1 Then

brl = Log(dm) / Log(10)
br2 = Log(obsb) / Log(10)
br = (brl) / (br2)

br = Int(br)

For1% =0Tobr
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X = (obsb) * (br)

If dm >= X Then

X1 =dmMod X

X2 =Int(dm/ X)
J$=X2

Msg$ = Msg$ +J$
X2 = Val(X2)

dm = dm - (X2 * X)
br=br-1

Elself dm < X Or dm = 0 Then
J$=0

X=0

Msg$ = Msg$ +J$
dm=dm-X
br=br-1

End If

Next 1%

Text4 = Msg$

If dmf > 0 Then

For Index% =5 To 10
dmfl = dmf * obsb
fin = Int(dmf1)
Text5(Index%) = fin
dmf = dmfl - fin

Next Index%
166
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End If

’End Decimal to Other Base

]

End If

Command!.Enabled = False
End Sub

Private Sub Command2_Click()
Form7.PrintForm

End Subr

Private Sub Command3_Click()
End

End Sub

Private Sub Command4_Click()
Form1.Show |
End Sub

Private Sub Form_Load()
OtherBases.AddItem "1"
OtherBases.AddItem "3"
OtherBases.AddItem "4"
OtherBases.AddItem "5"
OtherBases.AddItem “6"
OtherBases.AddItem "7"
OtherBases.AddItem "9"

OtherBases.AddItem "10"
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OtherBases.AddItem "11"
OtherBases.Addltem "12"
OtherBases.AddItem "13"
OtherBases.AddItem " 14"
‘OtherBases.AddItcm "15"

End Sub

Private Sub Option1_Click()
Commandl.Visible = True
Command2.Visible = True
brs=1

End Sub

Private Sub Option2_Click()
Command1.Visible = True

Command2.Visible = True

octs =1
octh=8
End Sub

Private Sub Option3_Click()
Command].Visible = True

Command2. Visible = True

hdmils =1
hdmlb = 16
End Sub

Private Sub Option4_Click()
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obs=1
— OtherBases.Visible = True

Text3.Visible = True

- Label7.Visible = True

-~ End Sub

. Private Sub OtherBases_Click()
= Text3 = OtherBases

: Command|.Visible = True

: Command2.Visible = True

= obsb = Val(Text3)

° EndSub

Private Sub textl_Change()
=2 dm = Val(Textl)

End Sub

r-,?g Private Sub text2_Change()
dmf = Val(Text2)

End Sub

77777 Private Sub Command1_Click()

= If Text5 ="" Then

— Command1.Enabled = True
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End If

Label2.Visible = True
Label3.Visible = True

Ic11 = Str(Ic6)

Msg!1$ ="'s COMPLEMENT"
Label2.Caption =Ic11 + Msgl1$
Ic13 = Str(Ic5)

Msgl3$ ="'s COMPLEMENT"
Label3.Caption = Ic13 + Msg13$
For Index% =1To 8

'ndex1 = Val(text1(Index%))
'text2(Index%).Visible = True
"text2(Index%) = cmpl - 1

’Next Index%

For Index% = 1To 8

ndex1 = Textl(Index%)

If ndexl ="A" Then

di=10
Elself ndex! = "B” Then
Idl =11
Elself ndex1 = "C" Then
di=12
Elself ndex1 ="D" Then
Id1=13
Elself ndex! = "E" Then
Idl = 14

Fiself ndex1 = "F" Then
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dl=15
Else: Id1 = Val(ndex1)
End If
"This calculates (R-1) Complement
Icl =1d1 "Val(text1(Index%))
Ic7 = Ic6 - Icl "Ic6 is the base
"If the (R-1) Complement equals 10 to 15, display it as a hex digit
If Ic7 = 10 Then
Ic7="A"
Elself Ic7 = 11 Then
Ie7="B" '
Elself Ic7 = 12 Then
Ie7="C"
Elself Ic7 = 13 Then
Ic7="D"
Elself Ic7 = 14 Then
Ie7="E"
Elself Ic7 = 15 Then
Ic7 ="F"
Else: Ic7 = Val(Ic7)
End If
Text2(Index%) = Ic7
Text2(Index%).Visible = True
Text3(Index%).Visible = True
Next Index%
Ic10 =0 ’Ic10 is the carry
i2% = 8 ’Starts calculating from 8th indexed number
Ic5 = Val(Text4) 'Ic5 is the base

'For Index% =1 To 8

"Dim ndex2 As String

'Dim Id2 As String
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'ndex2 = text2(Index%)
i1% =i2%
1c8 = Val(Text2(i1 %))
If Text2(i1%) = "A" Then
Ic8=10
Elself Text2(i1%) = "B" Then
Ic8 =11
Elself Text2(i1%) = "C" Then
Ic8=12
Elself Text2(i1%) = "D" Then
Ic8=13

Elself Text2(i1%) = "E" Then
Ic8=14

Elself Text2(i1%) = "F" Then
Ic8=15

Else: Ic8 = Val(Text2(i1%))
End If

i2% =8

kk10=0

*This calculates R Complement
For Index% = 8 To 8

i1% = i2%

"Ic8 = Val(text2(i1%))

1c9=1Ic8+ 1

If Ic9 = Ic5 Then

Ic10=1

Ic9=0

Else

Ic10=0

End If
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Next Index%
Text3(i2%) = Ic9
Icll =110

12% =17

13% =12%

For Index% = 1 To 7
Ic8 = Text2(i3%)

If Ic8 = "A" Then
Ic8=10

Elself Ic8 = "B" Then
Ic8 =11

Elself Ic8 = "C" Then
Ic8=12

Elself Ic8 = "D" Then
Ic8=13

Elself Ic8 = "E" Then
Ic8=14

Elself Ic8 = "F" Then
Ic8=15

Else: Ic8 = Val(Text2(i3%))
End If

*Ic8 = Val(text2(i1%))
Ic9 =1c8 + Icll

If Ic9 = Ic5 Then
Iell=1

Ic9=0

Else

Iell1=0

End If

'Dim ndex3 As Integer
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'Dim Id3 As String

'ndex3 = Val(text2(Index%))
'Dim Ic9 As String

If 1c9 = 10 Then

Ic9="A"

Elself Ic9 = 11 Then

Ic9 ="B"

Elself Ic9 = "12" Then
Ic9="C"

Elself Ic9 = "13" Then
Ic9="D"

Elself Ic9 = "14" Then
Ic9="E"

Elself Ic9 = "15" Then
Ic0="F"

Else: Ic9 = Val(Ic9)

End If

Text3(i3%) = Ic9

3% =i3%- 1

Next Index%
Command].Enabled = False
"End If

End Sub

Private Sub Command2_Click()
Form8.PrintForm

End Sub
Private Sub Command3_Click()
End
End Sub

Private Sub Command4_Click()
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Textd =""

Text5=""

End Sub

Private Sub Command5_Click()
Form!.Show

End Sub

Private Sub Command6_Click() .
For Index% =1 To 8
Textl(Index%) =""
Text2(Index%) =""
Text3(Index%) = ""
Text2(Index%).Visible = False
Text3(Index%).Visible = False
Next Index%

Text4 =""

Text5=""

Command].Visible = False
Command2.Visible = False
Label2.Visible = False
Label3.Visible = False
'Command 1.Enabled = True
End Sub

Private Sub Textd_Change()
IcS = Val(Text4)
Ic6=(1c5-1)

For Index% =1 To 8

If Textl(Index%) >=IcS Then
Text5 = “Coefficients must be less than Destination Base. Press CONTINUE to Reenter.”
Command! Enabled = False
Command4.Enabled = True

Elself Text!(Index%) < Ic5 Then
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Texts ="OK"
Command4.Enabled = False
Command|1.Enabled = True
End If

Next Index%
Command]l.Visible = True
Command2.Visible = True

End Sub

Private Sub Command1_Click()

Select Case OptionButton
Case Addition
dummyl% =8
dummy2% = 6

fraccarry =0

fracr=0

fracnr=0

dmllr=0

decimal2r=0

test3="7

base = Val(Text5)

*Dim test3 As Integer
*Calculations for fraction portion
For Index% =1To 6

*For fraction number one
fracndex! = Textl 1(dummy2%)
If fracndex1 = "A" Then

fracl'= 10

Elself fracndex! = "B" Then
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fracl = 11

Elself fracndex! = "C" Then
fracl = 12

Elself fracndexl = "D" Then
fracl = 13

Elself fracndex! = "E" Then
fracl = 14

ElseIf fracndex1 = "F" Then
fracl = 15

Else

fracl = Val(fracndex1)

End If

'Dim test3 As Integer

fracnl = fracl * (base » (1 - test3))
fracnr = fracnr + fracnl

"For fraction number two
fracndex2 = Text12(dummy2%)
If fracndex2 = "A" Then

frac2 =10

Elself fracndex2 = "B" Then
frac2 =11

Elself fracndex2 = "C" Then
frac2 = 12

Elself fracndex2 = "D" Then
frac2 =13

Elself fracndex2 = "E" Then
frac2 = 14
Elself fracndex2 = "F" Then

frac2 =15

‘Else

frac2 = Val(fracndex2)
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End If

fracn2 = (frac2) * ((base) » (1 - test3))
fracr = fracr + fracn2

'Fraction portion result

fracres = fracl + frac2 + fraccarry
"Tells when to add a carry

base = Val(Text5)

If fracres < base Then

fraccarry =0

Elself fracres >= base Then
fracres = fracres - base

fraccarry = 1

End If

'If fraction result is greater than 9, represent the number in hexadecimal notation

If fracres = 10 Then
fracres = "A"

Elself fracres = 11 Then
fracres = "B"

Elself fracres = 12 Then
fracres = "C"

Elself fracres = 13 Then
fracres = "D"

Elself fracres = 14 Then
fracres = "E"

Elself fracres = 15 Then
fracres = "F"

Else

fracres = fracres

End If

Text13(dummy2%) = fracres
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dummy2% = dummy2% - 1

test3=test3 - |

Next Index%

carry = fraccarry

For Index% =1 To 8

*Calculations for integer portion of first number
ndex] = Textl(dummy1%)

If ndex]1 = "A" Then

Id1 =10

Elself ndex1 = "B" Then

Idl =11

Elself ndex1 = "C" Then

Id1 =12

Elself ndex1 = "D" Then

Idl =13

Elself ndex1 = "E" Then

Id1 =14

Elself ndex] = "F" Then

Idl =15

Else

Id1 = Val(ndex1)

End If

dmll = (Id1) * ((base) # (Index% - 1))

dmllr =dmllir + dmll

*Calculations for integer portion of second number
ndex2 = Text2(dummy1%)
If ndex2 = "A" Then
Id2=10

Elself ndex2 = "B" Then
Id2=11

Elself ndex2 = "C" Then



Id2= 12
Elself ndex2 = "D" Then
Id2=13
Elself ndex2 = "E" Then
Id2=14
Elself ndex2 = "F" Then
Id2=15
Else
1d2 = Val(ndex2)
End If
decimal2 = (Id2) * ((base) » (Index% - 1))
decimal2r = decimal2r + decimal2
ndexres = Id1 + Id2 + carry "Integer result
"Tell when to add a carry
base = Val(Text5)
If ndexres < base Then
carry =0
Elself ndexres >= base Then
ndexres = ndexres - base
carry = 1
End If
If ndexres = 10 Then
ndexres = "A"
Elself ndexres = 11 Then
ndexres = "B"
Elself ndexres = 12 Then
ndexres = "C"
Elself ndexres = 13 Then'
ndexres = "D"

Elself ndexres = {4 Then
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ndexres = "E
Elself ndexres = 15 Then

ndexres = "F"

Else

ndexres = ndexres

End If

Text3(dummy 1%) = ndexres

dummy 1% = dummyl% - 1

Next Index%

Text6 = dml1r + fracnr *Integer plus fraction of first number
Text7 = decimal2r + fracr *Integer plus fraction of second number
Text8 = Val(Text6) + Val(Text7)

If carry = | Then

Labell5.Visible = True

Text4.Visible = True

Text4 = carry

End If

checkl = Val(Text4)

check = (checkl) * ((base) * (8))

’Decimal Equivalent

dummy1% = 8 'Index starts calculating at 8th location for whole numbers.

For Index% =1To 8
ndex] = Text3(dummy1%)
1f ndex]1 = "A" Then
Id1=.10

Elself ndex] = "B" Then
Idl =11

Elself ndex1 = "C" Then
di =12

Elself ndex1 = "D" Then

d1 =13
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Elself ndex] = "E" Then
di =14
Elself ndex! = "F" Then
Idl1 =15
Else
IdI-= Val(ndex1)
End If
dmll = (Id1) * ((base) » (Index% - 1))
check = check + dml|
"Text9 = check
dummyl% = dummy!% - 1
Next Index%
check2 =0
dummy2% = 6
test3=7
For Index% =1To 6
ndex2 = Text13(dummy2%)
If ndex2 = "A" Then
Id2=10
Elself ndex2 = "B" Then
d2=11
- Elself ndex2 = "C" Then
Id2=12
Elself ndex2 = "D" Then
Id2=13
Elself ndex2 = "E" Then
Id2=14
Elself ndex2 = "F" Then
Id2=15

Else: Id2 = Val(ndex2)
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End If
_ dml2=1d2 * (base A (1 - test3))

check2 = check2 + dml2
- test3=test3 - ]

dummy2% = dummy2% - |

Next Index%

Text9 = check + check2

'Display status message

If Text8 = Text9 Then

Msg$ = "CORRECT ANSWER"
— Else

Msg$ = "INCORRECT ANSWER"
= End If

Text10 = Msg$

Case Subtraction

End Select

End Sub

*Select Case OptionButton

oY

* Case Optionl

= ' For Index% = 1To 8

== * Text3(Index%) = Val(text1(Index%)) + Val(text2(Index%))
* Next Index%®

- *Case Option2
* For Index% =1To 8

T * Text3(Index%) = Val(text1(Index%)) - Val(text2(Index%))
’Next Index%

— 'End Select
End Sub

- Private Sub Command2_Click()
Form$9.PrintForm

End Sub
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Private Sub Command3_Click()
End

End Sub

Private Sub Command4_Click()
Form1.Show

End Sub
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" the National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA), through MU-SPIN (NCC5-11

The Processing of CCD Images of the Lagoon Nebula, M8

Mr. Taran Tulsee
Queensborough Community College
Physics Department
107-17 109th Street
Richmond Hill, NY 11419
718-323-4634
718-631-6608
obby @physics.scsu.edu

- Abstract

of New York havé cdllaborated

am was funded by a grant from
6), NASA-URC

student are presented.

MU-SPIN NRTS sites at South Carolina State University and City College
to fund student astrophysical research during the summer of 1998. The progr:

(NCC5-228) and other NASA sources. The results of one such

Previously obtained CCD images taken in Baja, Mexico at the San Pedro Martir ObServétéry have been
y are

reduced and calibrated for future scientific examination. CCDs and their applications to astronom
briefly discussed. The well known IRAF software package was used to reduce the images from raw to
calibrated form. This included the removal of the following noise sources: bias frames, dark frames, bad

pixel columns, cosmic rays, and flat field variations.

The data reduction was applied to images obtained at wavelengths of 5755 and 6584 angstroms emitted by
the singly ionized nitrogen atom. The temperature map which results from this study will be compared to the
temperature map obtained using emission line images from doubly ionized oxygen as discussed elsewhere in

this conference (see Ely Duenas’ poster).

Summary

Introduction

laboration between South Carolina State University (SCSU),
ommunity College (QCC). The principal
nator in New York is Dr. Shermane Austin
Chairman of the Physics Department.

This work is the result of an eight-week col
City College of New York (CCNY), and Queensborough C
investigator, Dr. Donald K. Walter is at SCSU, while the coordi
of CCNY. At QCC the coordinator is Dr. Donald Cotten,

The object studied is one of the Messier objects known as M8, the eighth object in Messier’s catalog. M8 is
also called the Lagoon Nebula and is located in the constellation Sagittarius. Modem astronomers define it
as an "HII' region, meaning that it consists largely of protons and electrons freed from atomic hydrogen. In
an H II region, which may be up to tens of light years across, atomic hydrogen is ionized by electromagnetic
radiation of wavelength 912 Angstroms or shorter emanating from a star or stars embedded in the region.
This creates a plasma of free protons and electrons. What we observe is radiation which is emitted when
recombination takes place and energy is released in all the hydrogen series; Lyman, Balmer, and so forth.
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Results

Additionally, radiation is emitted from collisionally excited ions of the various chemical elements such as

oxygen and nitrogen. As a result, M8 is also called an emission nebula.

CCD'’s

is an array of sensors which detect electromagnetic radiation. When
electromagnetic radiation (e.g. visible light or ultraviolet light) strikes a CCD, individual photons impinge
on the pixels and free electrons which remain inside the pixel until the end of the exposure, at which time
the chip is "read out” and the data is stored in a computer. There is a direct relation between the charge and
the intensity of the radiation to which the pixel was exposed. The information for a particular exposure can
be displayed as a grid of numbers or as an image after being processed by a computer program.

A CCD, or charge-coupled device,

Data Reduction

of M8 obtained previously by other astronomers, the author used a software package
known as the Image Reduction and Analysis Facility ( IRAF ). This is a general purpose image processing
package used in the analysis of astronomical data. IRAF was created by the National Optical Astronomy
Observatories, under a cooperative agreement with the National Science Foundation. IRAF is a very
versatile software facility, being able to execute 2 myriad of processes on an image, too numerous to list

here. As an example, with one tool called ’cosmicrays’one can rémove cosmic ray hits from an image.

To process the images

When an image is recorded by a CCD, there are various unwanted effects (noise) which must be dealt with
in processing the image. Sources of noise are cosmic rays, dark current, bias or read noise and flat fielding.
During the course of this summer research project, all of these sources of noise were examined and removed

from the images, leaving behind scientifically useful data.

The reduction described above was applied to a set of CCD images of M8 previously obtained at the San
Pedro Matir Observatory. The wavelengths of interest to this study were at 5755 and 6584 angstroms, both
emitted by singly ionized nitrogen atoms. The ratio of these two images was used to derive a preliminary
temperature map of the nebula. Final analysis of the map awaits further study, at which time it will be
published and made available for use by other astronomers who study the interstellar medium.
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Ground and Space-Based Observations of the Bubble Nebula

Dr. Donald K. Walter
South Carolina State University
Physical Sciences Department
PO Box 7296
Orangeburg, SC 29117
803-533-3773
803-536-8500
dkw@physics.scsu.edu

Abstract

Recent observations made with the NASA Hubble Space Telescope (HST) and previous ground-based
imagery and spectra of the Bubble Nebula (NGC 7635) are presented. This collaborative project between
South Carolina State University (Lead Institution), Rice University and Arizona State University is
discussed. - - T

A multiwavelength study of this enigmatic object is being carried out at the three institutions and includes
both spectroscopic data and imagery taken at select diagnostic emission lines important to an understanding
of the physical and chemical conditions in the nebula. Cycle 7 observations of NGC 7635 have been made
using three of HST’s instruments, WFPC2, STIS and NICMOS, in October and December 1997. Future
observations in April-May 1999 are in preparation. Preliminary results of the HST observations will be

presented along with a summary of ground-based studies to date.

Funding and support for this project is provided by NASA under three separate grants or projects, MUSPIN
(NCC 5-116), MUREP-URC (NCC 5-228) and the Space Telescope Science Institute (GO-075 15.01-96A).

I. The Bubble Nebula

The spherical symmetry and bright rim of NGC 7635 are the reasons why this object has been given the
nickname the "Bubble Nebula". Figure 1 is from our ground-based imagery taken with the Palomar 1.5m
telescope. The nebula’s nearly spherical shell is the result of a stellar mass-loss event which has taken place

within the past one million years. Located in the Perseus arm of the Milky Way (=112, b=+0.2° , o =23,
& =+61°), NGC 7635 is part of the larger HII region S162. Features visible in Figure 1 include:

Central Star: The 1onlzl}\g star 1sBD+60° 2522-,a;1 O651Hf (Conu& .&iéé:liiiier,-_1§7l). with published wind
velocities in the range 1800-2700 km/s (Christopoulou et al. 1995). Howarth & Prinja (1989) found that the
star may be a class I supergiant with a mass of 44 solar masses and a mass-loss rate of 10 6 solar masses per

year.

Rim: The work of Israel et al. (1973) showed that the bubble, with a diameter of 8 light years (6x10'2
miles), is a blister region on the face of a large, background molecular cloud. It is believed that the rim is a
shock front advancing into the surrounding interstellar medium (ISM) which was previously ioniz;d by the

central star.
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Interior Knots: Inside the rim ar;d to the west (right in Figure 1) of the central star is a region of high density
gas. These knots are likely a series of bright-rimmed globules interacting with the strong wind and radiation

field of the ionizing star. Our HST observations will search for possible new stars being born inside the
knots.

Exterior Knots: Numerous high density knots can be seen exterior the rim. Those of interest to this study are

to the north (up in Figure 1) of the bubble rim. They differ from the interior knots in that while they have
been ionized by the central star, they have not yet interacted with the high speed rim shock which
compresses and heats the ISM.

Second Bubble: A larger, fainter, second bubble can be éeén exterior to the first. It has not been examined by

earlier studies and is not the subject of this study. Speculation as to its origin includes a possible, earlier
episode of stellar ejection.

I1. The Research Team

The investigators assembled for this study have strong backgrounds in the study of the ISM and include:

Dr. Donald K. Walter, Principal Investigator, South Carolina State Univ.
Dr. Reginald Dufour, Colnvestigator, Rice University .

Dr. Patrick Hartigan, Colnvestigator, Rice University

Dr. Jeff Hester , Colnvestigator, Arizona State Univ.

Dr. Paul Scowen, Colnvestigator, Arizona State Univ.

bW

1L Use of HST

Thirteen (13) orbits of telescope time have been awarded in Cycle 7 for this study GO-7515. During each

orbit one instrument on the telescope is pointed at the primary field of view while simultaneously one or two
additional instruments are observing in parallel fields of view which are offset from the primary field but are
still in the nebula. The location of a parallel observation is serendipitous and determined by the location and

orientation of the primary instrument. The instruments used for this study include: Wide Field Planetary
Camera 2 (WFPC2), Space Telescope Imaging Spectrograph (STIS) and Near Infrared Camera and
Multi-Object Spectrometer (NICMOS). See Table 1 for details. Figure 2 shows the HST FOV with the
instrument apertures in their relative locations and orientations. :

STIS: STIS has been used as the primary instrument in order to obtain spectra of the interior knots and

across the bubble rim to the northeast of the central star. These observations are critical to understanding the

detailed physics of the nebula (temperature, density, chemical composition) at a spatial resolution of 0.2
arcseconds, an order of magnitude improvement over what is available from the ground. Parallel
observations with STIS will also be made of the outlying regions of the nebula during WFPC2 primary in

1999.

WEPC2: The WFPC2 will be used as the primary instrument to study the interior knots, northern rim and
exterior knots to the north of the bubble. The high spatial resolution of the WF chips (0.1 arcseconds) and
the PC chip (0.043 arcseconds) will provide the investigators with more than an order of magnitude

improvement over ground observations; including a look at previously unresolved morphological features,
possibly including protostellar features. The locations of the parallel WFPC2 fields taken in October and

November 1997 can be seen in Figure 3.
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NICMOS: The NICMOS was used only as a parallel instrument during the October and November 1997
STIS-primary observations with hope of locating shock-heated gas which in turn would pinpoint regions of
active star formation.

IV. Ground Based Observations

The investigators have assembled an extensive set of ground-based imagery and spectra of NGC 7635. This
data will supplement the HST observations. The spatial resolution of the ground-based observations is not as
good as the HST observations; however, they cover more of the nebula and include regions not observed by
HST. The details of the ground-based observations are given in Table 2 and the observatories are shown in

Figure 4.

V. Current Results

STIS-Primary (RIM) The November 1997 observations with the STIS slit perpendicular to the rim northwest
of the central star were successful. Figures 5 and 6 show the results for the blue and red regions of the

spectrum respectively.

The 2-dimenstional nature of the STIS longslit allows for coverage in wavelength as well as across the
nebula. By tracing a given bright line along the slit (see Figure 6), one is able to measure the variation in
emission strength of the nebular gas. This in turn will allow the investigators to measure such quantities as

‘temperature, density, dust extinction and chemical composition of each region of the nebula.

STIS-Primary (KNOTS) The October 1997 observations were taken through the interior knots. The results
from the optical region of the spectrum show even greater local variation in emission line strength due to the
very clumpy nature of the knots as shown in Figure 7. The ultraviolet spectra taken by the STIS-MAMA,
unfortunately, do not show any nebular emission. This is due to the low surface brightness of NGC 7635 and
the large amount of interstellar extinction (A, =2-4 magnitudes) caused by dust in the nebula.

WFPC?2 Paralle] An example of WFPC2 parallel observations taken during the STIS-primary observations
in 1997 are shown in Figures 8 and 9.

NICMOS Parallel The largest NICMOS aperture (NIC 3) was out of focus during our data run because of
the well-known cryogenic leak. The other apertures, NIC1 and NIC2 are only 11 and 19 arcseconds square
respectively. It was unlikely they would serendipitously fall on areas of interest, and to date no interesting
features have been discovered from the NICMOS observations of NGC 7635.

VI. Future Work

HST Observations: Five (5) orbits of WFPC2 observations remain to be taken and preparations are being
made to complete those in April or May 1999.

' Ground Observations: Additional spectrophotometric data will be obtained in the fall of 1999 to more

accurately determine the spatial variation in the physical conditions in the nebula (e.g. electron temperature,
density, extinction).

Modeling: Photoionization modeling of the nebula will begin once current STIS and ground-based
spectrophotometry are reduced. Shock modeling of the rim and the cooling zone behind the rim will begin

after the WFPC2 imagery is gathered and reduced in the spring and summer of 1999.
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dditional Objects T: The study of NGC 7635 is part of an ongoing study of the ISM and starburst
galaxies by the author in collaboration with the above individuals and others. Additional HST Cycle 8
proposals were submitted by the author to study these objects. Further ground-based studies are also
underway or in the planning stage, including the acquisition and reduction of imagery, longslit spectra and

Fabry-Perot spectra.

VIL MUSPIN & NASA Support

This and other research conducted by D.K. Walter would not be possible without the generous shpport of
NASA. The study of NGC 7635 receives support from the following three programs:

MUSPIN: Cooperative Agreement NCC5-116, awarded to South Carolina State University and managed by
the MUSPIN office, has provided the network hardware and UNIX systems support which is absolutely
essential to this project. Participation in HST projects requires heavy use of the WWW. Proposals to the
Space Telescope Science Institute (STScI) are now submitted entirely online. Documentation and extensive
resources such as software and data are only accessible through high speed data lines. Communication with
colleagues at other institutions is only possible through the web. Without the network and systems support
of MUSPIN, the author would not be able to successfully compete for HST time as well as other research

programs.

MUREP-URC: Agreement NCC 5-228 was awarded to Tennessee State University and includes a
subcontract to D.K. Walter at South Carolina State for the use in faculty and student astronomical research.
Salaries, travel, equipment, supplies and funds for publications are possible under this subcontract. This in
turn has allowed the author the opportunity to develop collaborations and carryout research at Arizona State,
Caltech, Rice University, University of Maryland, Palomar Observatory and Steward Observatory.

STScl; Funding for summer salary, travel and publication costs are pfo&iided by grant GO-07515.01-96A
from the Space Telescope Science Institute, which in turn is funded by NASA.
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Table 1: Cycle 7 HS;I‘:Obseljvations of NGC 7635
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Date  |Primary  |#  [Wavelength |Primary |Parallel
Instrument  |Orbits {Field Instruments
L i ' (Angstroms)
April-99 IWFPC2 IS ;6730,6584,6563! Rim, STIS
; 1 Interior
I 5470,5007,4861 | Knots,
f iExterior
| {Knots
| | | _ :
Oct-97 |STIS-MAMA 2 1600-3200 Interior |WFPC2,NICMOS
j ‘ tKnots
| | | ,
Oct-97 |STIS-CCD 4 [2900-6900  |Interior |WFPC2,NICMOS
| j Knots
| | | |
|[Nov-97 |[STIS-CCD |2 f2900-5700 NE Rim [WFPC2,NICMOS!
} :
| 16500-7000
Table 2: Ground-Based Observations of NGC 7635
irData Type Wavelength |Observatory B Telescope !
! ‘ |
: B (Angstroms) :
|Spectra 13300-6900 |Steward 2.3m I
i Imagery 6724,6584,6563 ||Steward [2.3m
N 6450,5100,5007 | ‘
I I L C a
iiImagery 6724,6584,6563 |Palomar 11.5m
l 6450,5007,4861 ;
i _ 4805 ;
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Call for Participation Papers

Dr. Shermane Austin
City College of New York

Ms. Dorothy Russell
Morgan State University

Ms. Maureen Smith
University of Maine

Mr. Jose C’de Baca
New Mexico Highlands University
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High Performance Computing Summer Institute: Foundation of Faculty/Student
Technological and Scientific Investigations

Dr. Dorothy F. Russell & Dr. Eugene M. DeLoatch
Morgan State University
School of Engineering
1700 E. Cold Spring Lane
Baltimore, MD 21251
443-885-4225
443-885-3843
russell@eng.morgan.edu
deloatch@eng.morgan.edu

Abstract

The High Performance Computing Summer Institute (HPCSI) at Morgan State University has provided a
platform for the enhancement of faculty and student development and research opportunities in the
investigation' of technological and scientific phenomena. This eight-week program is designed for
undergraduate students to engage in research with a faculty mentor while employing leading edge
technologies to solve a wide range of problems in science, engmeermg, and mathematics (SEM). Over the
past five years, the HPCSI has evolved into one that is national in scope representing students and faculty
from universities in the Baltimore-Washington region and a number of historically black colleges and
universities (HBCUs). Initially funded by the National Science Foundation with strong in-kind support from
the National Aeronautics and Space Administration Goddard Space Flight Center (NASA GSFC) and
MUSPIN, the HPCSI now leverages resources from other federal agencies, including DoD and DoE. In this
paper, the ideas and concepts behind the establishment of the HPCSI and the role that it has played in
preparing undergraduate students for greater challenges of high technology employment and entrance to
graduate schools are discussed. An extrapolation of how this model might be extended to include
participation from more HBCUs and Tribal Colleges will be posed. Examples of the research topics that
have emanated from the activity will be presented.

Introduction

In 1993, Morgan State University and other coalition members of the Washington-Baltimore Hampton
Roads Alliance (WBHR) successfully received funding from the National Science Foundation (NSF) that
was designed to improve their chances of graduating and their potential to enter graduate education. The
purpose of the funding was to enable undergraduates to participate in a wide range of activities that
otherwise would not be available to them. At the same time, other events had catapulted high performance
computing into the forefront of academia and research. Mosaic and its successor browsers were
transforming the Internet into the super information highway making it possible for widespread
dissemination of information. Advances in computer technology, the establishment of the supercomputer
centers nine years earlier, the emerging field of computational science and engineering, and the ETA-10
supercomputer acquired with the assistance of NASA GSFC precipitated the development of the High

_ Performance Computing Summer Institute (HPCSI) at Morgan State University. Those involved in the

development of the HPCSI proposed to provide greater access for undergraduates to the tremendous high
performance computing (HPC) technologies that were finding greater use in the fields of science,
engineering, and mathematics.
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The success of the HPCSI has met and exceeded the expectations of those involved in its early development.
It has been the foundation of Computational Science and Engineering course development and the

integration of research into the undergraduate educational experience. It has laid the foundation for faculty <3

research by providing initial funding and student support. It has enabled the University to obtain additional
research and development funds. Further, the HPCSI has become a program of excellence providing high __
performance computing training to undergraduates and promoting the use of high performance computing =

technologies in the investigation of scientific and technological phenomena.

In this paper, the role the HPCSI has played in preparing undergraduate students for greater challenges of =*
high technology employment and entrance to graduate schools will be discussed. The impact that it has had
on the University and how this concept might be extended to include participation from more HBCU’s and
' tribal colleges will be posed. In addition, some of the research topics that have emanated from the activity ™

will be presented.

i

The High Performance Computing Summer Institute -

Since its inception, the HPCSI has trained more than eighty students to use advanced computational
technologies. A number of these students have graduated and entered the workforce and are now applying
high performance computing technologies to real world problems. Others have entered graduate schools
where their knowledge and capability of high performance computing can be used in their academic studies
and research. ' T B S RS o

—

! [H\II

7Prograrrzﬁ Goals

The purpose of the High Performance Computing Summer Institute has been to introduce undergraduate -
students to the state-of-the-art in HPC technologies. The goals of the institute since its inception are to: =

1. enhance the coinputihg skills and expertiscrbf thg students;

(1Tt

2. promote the use of advanced computing technologies in the undergraduate educational experience,
research and in the classroom;
-
3. encourage students to pursue advanced degrees that will allow them to employ high performance
computing; and =
4. develbp graduates that enter the workforce who are capable of applying advanced computing
technologies to challenging problems which arise in the v&fquplacc.
Program Desériptidn | -
-

The HPCSI is an eight-week residential program held each summer for undergraduate students. It is a

multi-disciplinary program with two major components: an intensive training course in HPC and individual
or team research projects. The training course includes lectures on parallel architectures, parallel®
computational models, high-speed networking technologies and applications, and scientific visualization. _
The students are exposed to traditional supercomputing through the use of a parallel vector processor, a Cray
J916 supercomputer that serves as a replacement for the ETA-10. In addition, the students have been=
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exposed to the message passing model of parallel computation utilizing a network of workstations this past
year. ' -

Research projects are an integral component of the HPCSI. The research projects provide an opportunity for .
the students to apply technologies and applications in solving real world problems. In addition, the research
project component exposes the students to the full range of research activities. Among the activities are:

1. review and employ research techniques in the development of a project with the assistance of a
mentor;

2. enhance and improve communication skills through a series of oral presentations;

3. document the project through the writing of a technical paper;
4. present the technical paper at a research symposium at the end of the program; and .

5. submit the technical paper for presentations at conferences and/or publication to a journal.

In addition to training and research experiences, the HPCSI also includes weekly seminars, where invited
speakers present applications of high-performance computing. These seminars are designed to expose the
students to how high performance computing is applied to research in science, engineering, and
mathematics. Students attend professional development sessions where they are exposed to technical
writing, designing presentations, and techniques in communicating significant aspects of their results.

Impact of HPCSI on Undergraduate Students

One of the most important benefits of the HPCSI at Morgan State University is the excellent opportunity it
provides students to uniquely broaden their training. This effort has enabled students to expand their horizon
while at the same time improving their competitiveness for entry into the technological workforce. They are
afforded the opportunity to engage in computing on several computational platforms. Through teaming
activities, the students learn to investigate problems in their respective fields of study and to gain a greater
appreciation of the knowledge that is required from many other disciplines to effectively solve problems of

national importance.

The HPCSI has enabled students to participate in HPC through faculty-sponsored research, internships with
national centers in HPC, and in the classroom. The faculty-sponsored research begins in the summer and is
continued during the academic year. One of the primary mechanisms for the continuation of research is the

NASA/Morgan Undergraduate Research Scholars program. The HPCSI has prepared other students to
participate as interns at national supercomputer centers, to attend and present at conferences and to be useful

to other research projects.

In addition to the students who have benefited from the education related HPC activities, there are those
who have gained practical hands-on experience in HPC technologies. These students have served as interns
in the Information Systems and Academic Computing Center on campus. They design and install local area
networks, enable parallel computing by connecting workstations into clusters or network of workstations,

and are trained in the administration of supercomputers and workstations.

Students have expressed the importance of their experiences in the HPCSI through surveys and personal
correspondence. One student comments were as follows: ~
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"Participation in the HPCSI provided an opportunity to solve a practical engineering problem

.

that most undergraduates do not have the opportunity to solve. Courses provide textbook
problems that are very simplistic and show only one element of the problem. Through this

ble to use different computing platforms, a supercomputer running ANSYS

program I was a
software and workstation for post-processing using a structural engineering visualization
11 use in my future career. This

package (EnSight). These are some of the tools that I wi

experience will be invaluable in the remainder of my studies as an undergraduate and as I

pursue advanced degrees in engineering. It will strengthen my competitive edge as Ientera ™

professional career.”

L

Another student expressed the impact the HPCI had on his personal development with the following

comments:

"The opportunity afforded me to assist in the design and installation of the computer-based
¢ and professional

classroom training facility will be invaluable for the rest of my academi
career. The experience has reinforced classes that I have taken in computer science, in particular
networking. Every student in computer science should have this or a similar experience before

graduation.”

.L\HI

'l M‘““‘ ‘

Example Research Topics of HPCSI

A number of excellent research topics that had their beginnings as projects in the HPCSI are presently under

investigation as faculty research. A number in this group are presently funded through a federal agency.

These topics include: Modeling of Flow Separation around Single and Arrayed Bluff Bodies, Determining

Lithology Using An Information Processing Model, Finite Element Analysis of Liquid Storage Tanks: A
Parametric Study , and Simulation of Solid State Ultraviolet Photodetectors for Earth Observing

£

Finite Element Analysis of Liquid Storage Tanks: A Parametric Study investigated the dynamic behavior of
liquid storage tanks as the tanks are subjected to stresses from natural disasters such as earthquakes and
natural elements such as the wind, or those stresses simply caused by flow fluid over the tank. The research
project has important implications in many arcas. Liquid storage tanks are in widespread use in various
branches of industry such as Petroleum and Natural Gas for on-shore storage facilities,

the space exploration
program for liquid fuel tanks, and for water distribution facilities main

%l

tained by public works departments. —

One summer, a student research project involved the design of a neural network in electrical engineering
applications. As she continued her project during the academic year, she began to construct a model of a =
neural network that could analyze subsurface data and use the results to classify the various types of rocks =
present in the strata. The title of her research is Determining Lithology Using An Information Processing
Model and it classifies rock types by analyzing the data values associated with various rock characteristics. It
is proposed to be an alternative to extracting numerous core samples and analyzing each individual layer, o
thus eliminating the need to perform expensive drilling. - - -

The research project, Simulation of Solid State Ultraviolet Photodetectors for‘Earr?'th' Observing Instruments,

was instrumental in the advisor submitting and receiving an award for research from the NASA GSFC. Asa
team research effort in the HPCSI, the purpose of the project was to employ high performance computing —
technologies to simulate the material properties, device topologies, and manufacturabilty of the®
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photodetectors. Its signiﬁcanée to NASA stems from the agency’s need for compact, lightweight, high
performance, low cost photodetectors to build ultraviolet (UV) instruments for future space missions.

Extension of Model to other HBCUs and Tribal Colleges

We feel that this model is an excellent one and that it can be easily extended to include a larger number of
HBCUs, HSIs and the Tribal Colleges. MUSPIN member institutions are excellent candidates for inclusion,
Participation from a few of its members has already begun; included among those are Central State
University, Elizabeth City State University, Jackson State University, North Carolina A&T, and Tennessee

State University.

In most instances, the participation has been through individual students who are paired with a faculty
mentor at Morgan State University. While this approach enables the students to gain invaluable experiences
during the summer, it has not allowed the student to continue to develop once the student returned to his/her
home institution. An alternative to this approach is for participation by both faculty and students from a
visiting university. In the summer of 1997, participants from Central State University of Ohio used this

approach.
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Wabanaki Science and Math Project: Walking Successfully in Two Worlds: A Model
Program for Integrating Culture into the Curriculum

Ms. Maureen Smith
University of Maine
Native American Programs
Wabanaki Center
5724 Dunn Hall
Orono, ME 04469
207-581-1417
207-581-4760
maureen_e.smith@umit.maine.edu

Introduction

"The Wabanaki people of Maine (Maliseet, Micmac, Penobscot, and Passamaquoddy Tribes) have a long,

rich history. There has been comparatively little research done on this group with few curriculum materials
developed specifically about them and for them. Through a grant from City College of New York and the
Muspin Program of NASA, the University of MaineZs Native American Programs was able to develop a
program designed to integrate Wabanaki culture into the study of math and science. The hope is to increase
the interest Wabanaki youth have in pursuing careers in math and science.

As part of a three year initiative, we began the project in Spring, 1998. We have several approaches to
meeting the goals of our program. We believe the only way to achieve success with the students is to include
the schools, the parents, and the communities. We engaged many individuals from each group in all of our

efforts.

We worked with K-12 educators working with Native youth to increase their knowledge and comfort level
with integrating Wabanaki curriculum materials into their classrooms. This began with a 4-day workshop
held during the Summer of 1998. While, the focus of the initiative is geared toward students in 4th through
8th grade, we recognize that the educators at other grade levels have a significant impact on students and
their aptitude and attitude toward school in general, and math and science in particular. We define Native

educators as teachers, community people and Native parents.

Obviously, students are the keys to success for this project. To provide direct services to 4th through8th
grade students, we developed a Native American Science Career day for the fall of 1998. This day would be
designed to show students how fun and interesting science can be. We engaged Native scientists from many
fields who presented information on their areas of expertise by involving the students in hands-on activities.
Throughout the year, students will travel to various laboratories and reservation science departments to see
the importance of science in Native life in the Wabanaki Saturday Science Project. Included in each of these
activities are tribal elders balancing the Western scientific knowledge with the traditional Native stories and

uses to continually encourage Wabanaki youth to see both the relevance and traditional importance of
science in the Native world, both past and present.

This workshop will discuss the process we engaged in, the struggles we contended with, and the successes
we found. While the program is still in progress, the process for the development of the program and the
initial efforts have taught all of us many lessons. Weelieve we can offer insights into our efforts that may



assist others, as well as solicit information from others who have experienced similar struggles and
successes.

{

The Project

The Wabanaki Math and Science Project is funded though a subcontract with the City College of New York.
City College of New York receives its funding from Mu-Spin (Minority University-Space Interdisciplinary .
Network), a program created through NASAZs Office of Equal Opportunity Programs. The program seeks—s
to increase minority universities and under-represented minority participation into the fields of math and

science. While programs are primarily geared toward minority universities, the University of Maine is not
such an institution, however, the outreach to increase the number of Native students involved in math and

science fields enabled us to become involved in this program.

3

i

The Native American Programs at the University of Maine received funding on May 1, 1998. While we ha=
developed programs to assist us with the achievement of our goal, to date we have only held the Native
Science Teachers Institute. While this institute is the focus of our presentation, it may be helpful to see the

kinds of activities we hope to engage in the following years.

The Native American Programs has an interest in the development of academically strong Native studgntsf
K-12. We are committed to long term efforts intended to produce systemic change. This requires attention

both long and short term strategies.

Our goal is to create the conditions which will provide support and encouragemehi for Naﬁyé students to
adequately prepare themselves to choose among a wide range of educational pursuits and career options, an
provide a firm foundation for lifelong learning. We are particularly concerned with the development of

improved skills for all students in mathematics and science recognizing the importance of these disciplines
in preparing for a variety of careers. In particular, we hope to engender in students an appreciation for the
importance of math and science to Native communities most especially in the management of natural -
resources. Collaborations with the University of Maine will provide Native people with opportunities to
utilize science in ways that will have a positive outcome for Native communities. While we would expect
significant progress in three years, we are committed to a long term effort, building capacity as we go.

- ql

this project is at both the elementary and middle school. We will direct
our primary efforts to 4th and 8th grade Native students. Both of these ages provide additional challenges —
and it is often at these junctures that more Native students drop out or develop a lack of confidence in their
academic capabilities, especially in math and science. We also recognize the need to utilize the outstanding_
Native students in the science, math and education areas here at the University of Maine. Many of them has
outstanding leadership potential and would serve as excellent role models for the younger students.
Therefore, they would also be included in the students we are working with.

Our identified target population for

In order to meet the needs of the targeted population, we will need to work with educators of Wabanaki
youth. Taking a holistic approach to education, educators of the youth include classroom teachers, parents,
community members, teacher aids and other concerned individuals. The project will assist them to T =

adequately teach and nurture students. We believe we must begin to assist educators of Wabanaki youth in
ognize education begin™"

grades 4 through 8th. As this project is viewed as long-term, we believe we must recognize education t -
before preschool and therefore, we must attempt to be inclusive of individuals designated as educators. -
These are the objectives we hope to accomplish: —

-

Objective 1: : 216



° To increase the number of Wabanaki Native youth in grades 4 through 8th interested and
adequately prepared to enter post-secondary science and other related majors.

In order to achieve objective one, the project would provide: Increased awareness for the
targeted students of the relevance of science for Native people

° Increased interest in science careers by Native students

o Increased skills of Native youth in science

Method for achievement of objective :

"

Native American Science Career Day

To increase interest for Wabanaki youth in science careers for Natives, a Native American

- Science Career Day will be held. This Science Career Day will be held at the University of

Maine, organized and facilitated by University of Maine Native students. This event will
kick-off the Wabanaki Saturday Science Program. It will provide an opportunity for 25 students
to see science methods being studied at the University and then see the same sciencé methods
applied in a tribal setting at the Penobscot Reservation. Students will see examples of forestry,
water quality and GIS. Tribal elders and Native community leaders will be included in the day
to ensure that the activities are grounded in the traditional beliefs of the Wabanaki traditions.

Wabanaki Saturday Science Project

To continue to increase interest in science for Wabanaki youth, Saturday programs will be
offered. The Saturday program will meet at various locations throughout Maine. The intent of
each of these programs will be to allow students hands-on experiences with scientific
instruments and provide students an opportunity to see how science can impact upon their tribes

‘or are utilized by them.

The program will include site visits to the various scientific programs on the campus of the
University of Maine and surrounding areas. The other site visits will be held at the various
reservations and surrounding tribal lands throughout the state. The students will visit a tribal
water quality program, a tribal GIS station, and a tribal forestry management program.

Wabanaki Pre-College Science Program

In the summer, a Wabanaki Pre-College Science Program will be held at the University of
Maine. Ten eighth-grade students will have an opportunity to spend a week on campus working
with U.M. Native science students, as well as U.M. faculty in a structured academic program for
part of the day. The program, while academic, will be experientially based enabling students

- hands-on experiences in diverse science and technological areas. An additional component of

the program will provide 8th grade students a balanced approach to traditional beliefs with the
use of tribal elders. Affective domains will also be addressed particularly transitional issues as
these young people move from their reservation schools to various high schools throughout the
state. Through the program, we also hope to increase the studentZs proficiency in computers to
enable them to communicate with one another, as well as project staff, throughout the following
years. The anticipated outcomes of the Wabanaki Pre-College Science Program will be:
Increased confidence in their ability to da f:}ath and science Increased math and science skills A



four-year academic plan with sufficient math and science to enable the studeats to choose
virtually any career they want Enhanced cultural knowledge Enhanced computer skills
Enhanced self-esteem :

Objective 2:

To provide resources to enable 4th through 8th grade educators to better teach Wabanaki youth in the :
science areas. To achieve this objective, we propose to:

o To increase the number of 4th - 8th grade teachers adequately prepared to effectively teach
science to Wabanaki youth from all four tribes

o To find, develop and implement A Wabanaki science and math curriculum and culturally
relevant pedagogy B U P

o To facilitate coordination and cooperation between Native communities and educational
institutions serving their youth in developing an interest in science. . .

o To encourage teacher participation and maintain enthusiasm for educators who have
participated in Native Science Teachers Institute follow-up throughout the year will be
provided. All participants will attend 2 one-day meetings to discuss outcomes, progress and
areas of improvement in initiating and further developing their summer projects. Additionally,

the project coordinator will make site visits to review the outcomes.

i g
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Native Science Teachers Institute

In order to increase the number of educators better prepared to effectively instruct students in
science, we propose the Native Science Teachers Institute held in the summer. This institute
will ask teachers of Wabanaki youth to form teams with community members, Native
para-professionals, tribal school board members, and others to identify, develop and implement
Wabanaki science curriculum and culturally appropriate pedagogy for 4th and 8th grade science_
courses. We will provide training for individuals to deliver the outcome. We propose using
Native educators as consultants to work with teams, as well as other individuals knowledgeable _
in their designated fields. The outcome from this project will be a specific action plan E
developed by each participant.

1

The focus of the program is to develop, implement, and create curriculum and pedagogy that are
Wabanaki based. Therefore, the expertise of tribal elders and knowledgeable tribal community -
leaders will be integral at every juncture of the institute, from planning to implementation. :
Tribal input will be the cornerstone for the institute, providing guidance and expertise to all
program participants for their youth consisting of culturally relevant Wabanaki-focused science
curriculums. Because we believe educators and communities are interested in the outcomes of
programs, we will also encourage teams to look at the new learning outcomes initiated for the
State of MaineZs students. The institute can provide a means of dialogue between stakeholders
in the process and outcomes, and prepare materials to meet several constituencies. This provides

a formidable challenge, but a promise for Native education. This institute could become a -
prototype for the kind of partnerships we envision, developing a process for partnerships with
tribes. It also will address the real concerns of assessment and Native American students. A -
consultant familiar with these assessments utilized in Maine will be contracted. N
We also want to encourage program participants (o utilize technology as a resource tool. =

-

Il be added. We will hire a consultant with extensive

Therefore, a technological component wi '
?Sa Native Maine educator with technological and

expertise in technological development ag

| JI



tribal cultural knowledge.

We hope to have schools and communities provide tribal elders and community resource
people. The coordinator will assist in this process. We will ask participants to share a detailed
- action plan for the upcoming year, integrating Wabanaki curriculum, and Native pedagogy into
math and science projects/lessons, etc. Additionally, we will seek written comments, numerical
) - rating scales and narrative on the programZs strengths and areas of improvement. The
= : coordinator will develop an in-depth evaluation report on the institute with suggestions for
improvements and areas of strength to be used for future program development.

- Objective 3:

To facilitate collaborations with tribal agencies and available technological and scientific resources,
specifically in the State of Maine and at the University of Maine To begin the facilitation of
collaborations between tribal agencies and available technological and scientific resources, the project
coordinator will meet with tribal leaders and community members to ascertain needs. He/she will also
begin the process of networking with campus technological and scientific professionals with expertise,
interest, and willingness to participate. This process will be on-going and developmental. The
development of a process that will enhance tribal/University relations is critical to the success of the
program. We would like to eventually develop a manes to formalize such relationships. As a
beginning step, we will create a directory of University of Maine faculty interested in working with

= the tribes and their areas of expertise. We will then distribute this directory to the tribes to determine if

there exists a fit between faculty expertise and tribal needs.

{
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Objective 4:

To utilize the leadership and further develop the potential of University of Maine Native students,
Native high school students, and Native para-professionals. The process to achieve this objective was
discussed throughout the project description. To summarize, University of Maine students in science,
technology, math and education specialties, Native high school students and Native para-professionals
will be an integral part of the entire project. These individuals will be used at the project outset to
design and implement the project. In the first year, they will:

L

ol

Uil

work closely with the coordinator to conduct the survey of educational institutions

network with campus facilities and tribal agencies

assists with the logistics of the Native Science Teacher's Instxtute

attend the Native Science Teacher's Institute to assist the coordinator in the development of
strategies for working with the Wabanaki youth

become trained in responsibilities and expectations of a formalized mentor role

develop and implement, in cooperation with the coordinator, the Saturday Science Program
develop and implement, in cooperation with the coordinator, the Wabanaki Science Career Fair
serve as residential assistants and tutors in the Wabanaki Pre-College Science program

o 0 0 o
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The Project: Native Science Teachers Institute:

The project staff determined that we should hold the Native Science Teachers Institute during the summer.
 Due to the late date of beginning the project, we needed to quickly, but thoroughly, inform teachers of

== Natxvc youth, community members, parents, and other interested individuals of the project and what it hoped
~ to accomplish. The latter part of May and the beginning part of June, project staff met with these
individuals. We met with the faculty of the three Maing, Indian Education Schools, tribal educatiea-directors,

(NS
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tribal councils, various tribal offices, and attended activities related to the two non-reservation communities.
We were fortunate to have two individuals familiar with the population, the Superintendent of Maine Indian_;
Education and the Project Coordinator for an ongoing Maine Math and Science Alliance, involved in this

initial process.

The focus of the program was to begin to develop, implement, and create curriculum and pedagogy that are
Wabanaki based. Therefore, the expertises of knowledgeable tribal community leaders were utilized
throughout the institute, from planning to implementation. Tribal input was the cornerstone for the institute,_;
providing guidance and expertise to all program participants for their youth consisting of culturally a

relevant Wabanaki-focused science curriculum.

mmunities are interested in the outcomes of programs, we provided an

Because we believe educators and co
tcomes initiated for the State of MaineZs students. The institutes

opportunity to look at the new learning ou —
provided a means of dialog between stakeholders in the process and outcomes, and prepared materials t0 =
meet several constituencies. A consultant familiar with these assessments utilized in Maine was contracted.
We also wanted to encourage program participants to utilize technology as a resource tool. Therefore,a @
technological component was included. We hired a Native Maine educator with technological and tribal
cultural knowledge. ’ ' - —
-

we wanted to be sure that we provided enough latitude to the
educators to enable them to pursue their own interests, but enough structure 10 enable participants to develo]
concrete ideas for inclusion in the curriculum. We chose baskets as a theme due to the importance of basketss
and basket making to all of the four Maine tribes. Such a theme provided common areas of discussion in the
development of a curriculum. However, we attempted to carefully articulate that the basket, itself, is not the -
curriculum. The importance of baskets to Wabanaki culture, the community impact of baskets, and the math-

and science required to make baskets was what was of critical importance.

When we began to design the institute,

{1

Specifics of the Institute

)
]

d the institute, among those who attended there were: Seven

teachers who teach either at a native school or at a non-native school with significant native students. Of

these seven teachers, four of them were native and two were non-native teaching at a native school and one
ive students. There were two

was a high school non-native teacher who teaches a large number of nati
teacherZs aides, one was native and the other was a nonnative. They both work at a native school. There
were three community members present and they represented different tribes. Two of these individuals wor
with the Higher Education Departments on the reservations and the third served as a cultural consultant to
his tribe. Additionally, there was on¢ native student, who had just graduated with his degree in Elementary

Education.

There was a total of 13 people who attende

el T

Hill, Jr, (Oneida) former Executive Director of the American Indian

ded the initial group building activities and conceptualized the
d contemporary Native communities.. He
-—

The first day of the institute, Norbert

Science and Engineering Society provi
importance of integrating science and math with the traditional an
introduced issues pertaining to Native education and asked participants 10 explore the impact of race on

education. This was an activity that had a few feeling a little uncomfortable. The day ended with a
discussion of what actually constitutes culturally appropriate curriculum.

The second day of the institute, we began to focus on specific curriculum materials using baskets as our
model. Gail Sockabasin (Passamaquoddy) presented the community context of basket making. Fred Tomah
(Maliseet) presented specifics on making a basket zmci%w math and science were fundamental g0 pagket
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making.

The second afternoon was dedicated to curriculum ideas and curriculum location. The library staff assisted
participants in locating curriculum and ideas of integrating culture into their own curriculum. Presentations
were made regarding how to evaluate curriculum materials for authenticity, accuracy, and educational value.
Participants broke in groups brainstorming ideas that to use in the classroom. The groups then presented

their ideas to the whole group.

The third morning was dedicated to the actual implementation of Native culture with math and science.
Irene Attean (Penobscot) introduced how beading could be used in teaching math. She gave some specific
classroom ideas that could be used. Some examples were; development of a bilingual counting book for
lower grades, investigating mathematical concepts of the Aztec Calendar, and loom work to teach geometry.

The afternoon session required participants to break into groups to begin to develop specific lesson plans to
be used in the classroom and were shared with the whole group. The final presentation was by Ed Bassett
(Passamaquoddy), who shared with us, his CD that he made to teach the Passamaquoddy Language. The
participants further discussed how to use the computer in the classroom culturally. The final activity of the
day pertained to the Maine Leamning Results and allowing participants to utilize culturally appropriate
curriculum to meet the assessment tasks. On the final day, Laura Massey, Ph.D. (Penobscot) Associate
Professor of Education presented programs in place that connect math, science, and culture. She presented
pedagogical strategies that are effective with Native students. The institution ended with a commitment from

the participants to continue the process begun during the institute.
Evaluation:

We are still in the process of analyzing the data from surveys presented to participants. Overall of)inions of
the participants were uniform in that the beginning portion of the institute seemed to lack clear goals and
objectives. However, by the end, participants felt very positive for the majority that they found it very

~ productive and received a large amount of useful information from the institute overall. Participants were

very anxious to try out new ideas from the institute in their classes and stressed their desire to continue the
process the institute had begun.

Significance of the Project:

In order to understand why this program is noteworthy, it is important to understand the history of Maine,
the Wabanaki people, and the interactions of both. While there were many models we were able to choose
from throughout the nation, we see the significance of this program in Maine. It is not so much the
uniqueness of our project when viewed from a national perspecuve it is innovative within this state.

The history of Native people in Maine is somewhat unique and to add context to the pro_;ect and it must be
briefly explored. Obviously, European contact was early, beginning in the 16th century. The French were the
predommant first Europeans to explore Maine. Due to this influence, the French Catholic Church sent
missionaries early to the area. Their influence on the Native people was profound. Given the epidemics in
1616, the destruction of forests with hunting decreased, the significant fur trade and other factors brought

_ about by European contact, many tribal members converted to Christianity.

Because Maine was initially a part of Massachusetts, it was seen as one of the 13 original colonies. Through
this event, the tribes fell under the jurisdiction of the state. When Maine became a separate state in 1820, it
assumed responsibility for addressing American Indian issues. The State treated the Native people with
paternalism and the legislature assumed authority to r%.ll(e whatever decisions it deemed necessary. Que to
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the stateZs perceived role in [ndian affairs, Native parents were often not an integral part of their studentsZ

education. -
-

The connection between the Catholic Church and the tribes had a long history and, therefore, the church

continued its role in education of Indian youth. Still, today, the Sisters of Mercy have a few remaining nuns

teaching in reservation schools. The Sisters of Mercy had staffed reservation schools for more than 100

years. Throughout the history of Maine Indian education, the teachers were predominately Catholic sisters

with lay teachers hired by the State when there were shortages. -

In 1966, Maine became the first state to have a Department of Indian Affairs. State Board of Education actec -

" as the local school board and the Commissioner of Education served as a local school superintendent. This

further took the education of Native youth to a more centralized, yet more remote, location. Additionally,
Maine was the last state in the country (o enfranchise its Indian citizens in 1967. -

[

The history described above does not include two tribes of Maine. An additional considerations were the
Maliseet and Micmac bands living in Aroostook County. These Indians did not have reservations and were —
often under-served or completely unserved. Viewed as non-reservation Indians, they were forced to baSicallﬂ
fend for themselves in the White society which looked down upon them. In 1969, the two bands formed the
Association of Aroostook Indians to assist their members in receiving services. However, still today these

two tribes have no reservation schools and are in attendance in various schools throughout that county. In  w

1973, these two tribes were recognized by the State of Maine.

When the Land Claims Settlement was settled, the Penobscot and Passamaquoddy tribes became federally w
recognized. With the recognition came the services of the federal government. It was only after this occurred
in 1980 that Indian tribes in Maine were able to establish schools funded through the Bureau of Indian
Education. Soon after, Maine Indian Education was established for the three reservations (Penobscot,

Pleasant PointrPassamaqgoddy, and Indian Township Passamaquoddy).

ns have experienced a history far dirffrercntitﬁr'gmr x;any other tribes
veloped. The many administrative
d on the administration of the _

From a historical perspective, Maine India
nationwide. This history impacts on how educational policy has been de
changes within the recent past have kept the small tribes of Maine focuse

schools and how to continue to enable them to run. It is now that individuals are able to focus on what is
being taught in sufficient detail to make such a program successful.

An additional consideration in developing the kind of project we envisioned, is the lack of resources -
available regarding the Wabanaki tribes. Because there is not a wealth of information readily available that _
addresses the history and culture of Maine Indians, the development of curriculum materials requires —
extensive research. Such a lack of information makes the development of culturally relevant and appropriate™
curriculum a difficult and time-consuming task -
This project is also unique in that the university initiated the project in consultation with the tribes. We -
encouraged community members to participate because part of our goal is to strengthen community and B
K-12 school relationships. While this was begun on a small scale, we hope to expand on this concept in the =
future. We hope to further develop the scholarship about the Wabanaki people, culture, and history through ~
the process of curriculum development. The link between this project, the newly formed Native American - -
Studies at the University of Maine, the K-12 schools serving all Maine Natives, and the communities offers %

a promising beginning for the future education of Wabanaki youth.

Research on American IndiansZ Learning Methods Approaches to Learhing
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Because the concept of learning styles and the relationship to American Indian students has been an issue of
interest and concern to educators for the past two decades, the project will also focus on this aspect. Much of
the interest stems from the concern regarding Native students’ academic performance, due to the fact that
these students comprise a disproportionately large portion of student dropouts. Some educators maintain that
the current use of the term "learning styles” is only a polite way to replace the "deficiency” rhetoric of the
1960’s, but the intent is the same (Kleinfeld & Nelson, 1991). In other words, some believe the term
"learning styles” is merely a tactful way to say Native students come from deprived homes and therefore, are

probably unable to succeed academically.

In the mid 1970s and early 1980s, research began to explore hemispheric specialization of learning and the
possibility that diverse groups may process information using predominately one or the other hemisphere’s
cognitive approach to learning. Additionally, this research examined the possibility that certain academic
tasks seemed to be more effectively processed in a certain hemisphere. Resultant from this research was the
hypothesis that the reason so many students of color were failing academically was due to the mismatch

between their hemispheric strengths and the academic requirements.

In regard to Native American students, this meant that because they tended to be predominately "right brain”
learners and the majority of academic tasks were "left brain" specific, a reason for their failure was
associated with this lack of congruence. This lead to an interest among American Indian educators regarding
the preferred pedagogy for teaching Native students so that they could succeed in school (Ross, 1982).

This line of research encountered a great deal of controversy. If the academic tasks required in mainstream
American schools did not match the hemispheric strength of this race of students, did that mean that
American Indian students could not learn? Using that frame of reference, if American Indian students were,
in essence, "hardwired" for right hemispheric tasks and the schools required left hemispheric tasks, then
Native students would be incapable of ever succeeding in traditional educational environments.

Inherent within the controversy is the differential in the definition of learning styles. The term learning styles
has been described in many different and varied ways, especially as applied to American Indians, it has been
"used to refer to an ill-defined assortment of abilities and modes of processing information: spatial abilities,
right-brain hemispheric dominance, visual memory, field dependence, holistic or successive rather than
sequential patterns of information processing, preference for visual sensory modality, and so forth”

(Kleinfeld & Nelson, 1991, p. 274). S , :

To avoid feeding into the controversy with the terminology, in the context of this project, the concept of
learning approaches will be discussed. Learning approaches in this background refer to the way Native
students confront a learning task. This approach is based upon culturally developed constructed behaviors.
These actions are based on the lived experiences of tribal people. Inherent within this socially constructed
behavior are the critical beliefs and values that many Native American students bring to the educational

setting.

While all humans have similar needs, the means to meet these needs are cultivated through one’s culture.

Pipes and her colleagues indicated that "The approach that an individual takes to learning and the
demonstration of learning is, however, culturally determined. Additionally, early socialization experiences

influence the ways in which children learn prior to entering school” (Pipes, Westby, & Inglebret, 1993, p.
156).
In general, American Indians tend to approach a new task from the perspective of first listening and

watching before acting. Competence precedes production. A study conductec? by Sawyer and Rodriguez
(1992) indicated respondents had "an overwhelming El)%ference for some variation of a 'watch then do’



approach” when learning a new task or skill (p. 292). The Native learner needs to carefully, quietly and
individually watch the skill or process (0 be learned before feeling comfortable to perform.

tic. Therefore, the whole is consideredtob .

The thought process for many Native people is circular and holis
-

more important than the parts. While the parts can be studied, it is better if they are considered only in

relation to the whole. For many American Indian students it is only through holistic thinking that sense can
be made of the idea or concept. Further research demonstrates that through sense making, the Native
American child can better problem solve (Hankes, 1995). Examination has shown that when Native student®®
engage in simultaneous processing and global processing they are much more successful in learning and

retention.

il

Much of the research confirms that many Native students have strengths in visual spatial processing.
Therefore, students can code information better by using imagery on both verbal and visual material. Many -
Native students appear to be relatively weaker in sequential processing, verbal coding and verbal

understanding (Kleinfled & Nelson, 1991; Pipes, et.al., 1993).

Often these least preferred modes of learning are the predominant method of instruction in many mainstream
schools. Research documents that instruction in schools is mismatched with Native learning strengths. B
Curriculum i
Pedagogy and content cannot be separated. Therefore, while it is insufficient for teachers to adjust only the o’
curriculum to be culturally responsive, it is a critical area of concern for teachers. Culturally relevant
curriculum can be an area of confusion. However, today there are excellent curriculums developed and
available. —
-
Traditionally, curricular materials were tied to real-life problems. The lessons were student generated so
students often chose their own curriculum based on what was important to them (Hankes, 1995). Many -
American Indian students today continue to find a need for curricular materials to be relevant and
meaningful in the context of their lives. Historically, Native children have often found no relevance oran -

accurate portrayal of themselves in the traditional classroom.

If students do not see themselves in the curriculum materials, they feel as if they don’t exist, are not

important and/cr don’t matter to other people. Such a feeling of a lack of significance or existence can lead iz
student to lower their sense of self-worth. Therefore, it is recommended that teachers use culturally

appropriate curricular materials to assist students in developing positive self-esteem (Sawyer and Rodriguez a
1992). ' .
The National Indian Brotherhood summed up the importance of culture on identity in this way, "Unless a

hape him; the history of his people, their values and customs, their

child learns about the forces which s
man being." (As quoted in Haig-Brown,

language, he will never really know himself of his potential as a hu
1988, pg. 132).

ure the child finds people like him/herself with similar

experiences in the curriculum. If a child is to be accepted and viewed as important, their experiences must b
a part of what the child reads and sees. A child cannot be expected to succeed if he/she never sees role
models in their lives or in their books. Teachers must assist their students to feel they are an integral part of

the classroom, the curriculum and the school. (Reyhner and Garcia, 1989).

Responsive teachers will find ways to make s

a necessary step in helping Nateve

Inclusion of American Indians and their culture in the miculum is
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students to increase performance and to see themselves as an integral part of the school. However, caution
must be used when one is attempting to select curriculum for Native Americans. It is critical that teachers
not perpetuate the stereotypes Natives Indians. Often educators are tempted to discuss American Indians in
the past, as if thcy disappeared after the 1860s. While history is a critical component of any well thought out
curriculum, it is crucial that teachers help American Indians and non-Natives realize that Native Americans

are still here and are contributing members of society.

Culturally appropriate curriculum must become an integral part of the core curriculum. It must focus on life
processes rather than on products and must strike a balance between historical and contemporary
information. Social relationships and value systems are more appropriate reflections of culture than physical
artifacts. It is more valuable for students to concentrate on real life issues than it is for them to examine
artifacts in a museum. Students should be exposed to realistic contemporary and often controversial issues.
Culturally pertinent curriculum should be evaluated continuously by students, teachers and communities and
modified when necessary. It is high in quality when it is authentic, relevant, compatible, complete and
neutral in content (Butterfield, 1984). Materials need to be authenticated and reauthenticated with the Indian

community. While the curricular ideas presented above regarding American Indians focused primarily upon

 the social science areas, it is important that other content areas should also receive emphasis. It is perhaps

easier to find a place in social science to explore cultural issues. However, it is the complexity and challenge
of integrating the diversity throughout the curriculum that demands educators attention.

In order for culturally appropriate curriculum to be effective, it must be infused throughout all subject areas.
If the student is to develop a true appreciation of the diversity and importance of American Indian cultures,
the school must present the contributions as valid in an interdisciplinary manner (Banks, 1987). It is within
the context of an ethnic studies model that Garcia (1984) stresses the importance of teaching across

dlsc1phnes

con'éé'pt of race, to look at famous people of color who have contributed to the sc1ent1fic arena, or to study
folk (traditional) medicines to find their botanical implications. However, for many American Indian
students, conventional science can pose a problem. Because many traditional Native students learn that one
must co-exist with nature, not master it, some science experiments run counter to their belief system. "Belief
in the supernatural, mythology, and nonscientific explanations of natural phenomena continues” (Little
Soldier, 1992a, page 147). Therefore the teacher must use culturally appropriate judgment when designing

‘experiments for Native students. Matthews and Smith (1994) reported that using science curriculum that

was culturally relevant to American Indians increased their achievement levels significantly and their
attitude toward science was increased profoundly.

Perceptions and attitudes about science need to be changed. Many Native students perceive science, with its
analytical nature and reductionistic approach, can be only relevant in the dominant culture. Teachers can
assist students to see that tradmonal Amencan l’ndxans used scxence all the ume It would be bcneﬁcxal to

overview or big plcture Teachers need to help students see data as sequential using hands on or
mampulauves They also need to clearly demonstrate mterconnecuons (Butterﬁeld 1994; Greer, 1992).

Concepts of time and space are often dxffercntfor dlfferent cultures, the study of the varying theories could
help students to comprehend differences in a mathematical model. The calculations of the seasons of the
year and the calculations of star placement and travel could demonstrate to students the great intelligence
individuals had without the use of written matena!

225



Attitudes regarding math must also be changed. Native students need to see that there is relevance in math
using real world problems, preferably dealing with Native American culturally relevant concepts and -~
traditions. However, content is not enough. Teachers need to help American Indian students deal with math
anxiety and improve their attitudes toward math. One very effective strategy to help students decrease math
anxiety is to rid the classroom of the remedial math concept. Instead, allow students to work together and theu
stronger students will work with the less talented to learn math in a cooperative setting (Anderson and Stein,

1992: Garcia, 1984; Hadfeel, Martin, Wooden 1992).

When considering reading curriculum, it is important to select materials that depict the Native student’s
home and background. Basal readers rarely reflect the various cultures. Therefore, it may be necessary for
the teacher to find or develop appropriate reading materials that bridge home and school (Reyhner and

Garcia, 1989). : e e

aiii

Whole language has been suggested as a culturally relevant means of instruction. According to Kasten
(1992), whole language principles are in complete alliance with Native cultural beliefs. Whole language
classrooms function in a communal fashion, in an oral tradition using stories. Whole language is holistic, it
teaches the whole and then students learn the parts. The instruction is far less teacher directed and, in fact, is
usually student initiated (Kasten, 1992; Sawyer and Rodriguez, 1992). This method of instruction shows

definite promise for Native American students. :

Qi

Communication Style

American Indian tribes had a rich oral tradition which served successfully to pass on necessary information
to individuals through stories. Because American Indians often regard time, space and motion differently
than do non-Natives, their writings and oral presentations may seeim to be disorganized, wandering and not
goal-directed. Understanding that for many Native people the world, time, space and motion are all circular
and reciprocal and not linear helps educators to understand that stories and writings may not follow the
linear thinking so prized in academia. It is critical that educators not judge this difference as deficient.
Getting to the point is not a particularly prized value in many Native American communities (Brown, 1982;

Pipes, et. al, 1993).

Traditionally, Native individuals who need to ask for something often do so in a very indirect ambiguous
manner. It is viewed as inappropriate behavior to come out and just ask for something one desires. Part of
the rationale for this approach is to save face, both for the one making the request and the one to whom the
request is made. If the ambiguous request is ignored, neither party needs to feel embarrassed for either
asking or for refusing the request. Therefore, social harmony can better be preserved.

The discomfort many non-Natives feel toward silence is not necessarily shared by rné,ny American Indian

people. In fact, silence is seen as a virtue and an expectation. Talking constantly is seen as odd and
somewhat inappropriate. If one has nothing to say, one should be quiet. If a question appears to be
sufficiently answered by another, many Native students find no need to add their input. This tendency can
affect American Indian students in the classroom when active participation is required (Pipes, et.al., 1993).

Ll

z.merican Indian students often feel embarrassed by calling attention to themselves in class. Traditionally,

one is taught that such notice tends to break from group cohesiveness and is therefore inappropriate. It is
important for educators to be aware of this value since often teachers use individual public praise to
reinforce suitable behavior. For many Native students this public praise would be very embarrassing and

therefore not a reward at all!

Additionally, if another student gives the "wrong"” angyer o the teacher’s question, it would not be seemly to
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answer correctly. If there appears to be only one right answer, often American Indian students will not
respond to the teacher’s question. They often feel they may not know the absolutely correct answer the
teacher has in mind and they cannot risk answering incorrectly. If the individual is wrong, this person will
feel very embarrassed and jeopardize their honor. If they are correct in answering they may stand out (Little
Soldier, 1992b).

- Another area of confusion is in the area of eye contact. Most educators have become familiar with the notion
that for some tribes, direct eye contact is inappropriate and a sign of disrespect. This lack of direct eye
contact is often misconstrued by educators to mean the student is not paying attention. However, it is critical
such judgement be avoided. While it is true that eye contact is different for American Indians, it is not
absent. For many Native people, the amount and intensity of eye contact is much less than that used in
mainstream culture. As Pipes, et. al, (1993) state, "It is important to note that Native Americans do not
demonstrate an absence of eye contact. Rather their culture may reinforce a different schedule and patterning

of eye contact” (page 155).

One last area of consideration when dealing with American Indian students and their communication style is
the need to be traditionally polite. In this instance for many tribes, if an individual is offered anything from
another it is rude to not accept. Therefore if an individual is offered food and he/she is not hungry, it is
considered rude to not accept the food and eat it. Rejection of another’s gift is inappropriate (Ackley,
personal communication, August, 1995). It is often the custom when asking for something from a traditional
Native person, even information, it is appropriate to give tobacco to the individual when one asks. It is a
sign of respect for the individual and the individual’s culture. :

Cooperative grouping techniques have been shown to be especially effective with American Indian students.
Because they traditionally have been taught the need to work together, such a strategy is a natural means of
helping students develop skills and share expertise without appearing stupid or boastful. In the American
Indian tradition, students who are academically proficient in one area will assist those who aren’t. It is
understood each child has his or her own gifts and strengths given by the Creator. At some point, the skills
of the less proficient student in one setting will be needed in another setting (Hankes, 1995).

Time Orientation

The time orientation for many American Indian students, is very different than mainstream culture. For '
many Natives, the focus is on the present. Therefore students will often not be terribly concerned about the
future.

Another aspect of time is the idea of "Indian time". When one attends an Indian function, such as a
pow-wow, it is rare indeed if it begins exactly when it is scheduled to start. Indian time lacks exactness of

mainstream American societal standards.

For many American Indians, it is considered very impolite to leave an individual one is talking with only so
that the individual may remain on schedule . Therefore, it is not uncommon for Native Americans to not be

on time for a meeting or school.

Indian time can be considered problematic in the mainstream world of hurry, haste and future orientation. To
assist American Indian students who may not share the long term goals or future orientation that many
non-Native people have, the teacher can assist students by clearly breaking down assignments into
manageable bits, setting deadlines and explaining the rationale for students to do and learn this approach to
learning. Due to the lack of focus on future expectations many Native American students lack, it would be
helpful to many Native students if teachers set short-teﬁr} goals.”Instruction based on specific, short-term
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objectives using apbrépriate reinforcers that Eibééiy follow desired behavior changes is more likely to be
effective” (Little Soldier, 1992a, page. 147).

Since far reaching goals may seem too far away to matter and if the reward for accomplishment is not
immediate, many American Indians may feel they will never actually receive the reward at all . Teachers can
assist Native American students in learning new ways to approach deadlines. They can discuss with student-
that the tendency to be too present thinking, while such an approach is important and admirable in their

home communities, it may be maladaptive in educational settings at times.

In traditionally Native education, instruction was time-generous. The lessons were learned when they were
learned, not according to some schedule or some clock. Teachers need to allow flexible time periods,

especially with complex, difficult and/or critical skills and concepts to assist Native American children feel
there is time for them to learn. Because there is time, the material must be important and because itis

i

important, there must be adequate time (Little Soldier, 1992a; Hankes, 1995).
Conclusion 7 S =

Utilizing the history, the research on American Indian learning styles, and the interest of the people involved
in the project can assist this project to be successful. However, the main intent of the project is to provide
systemic changes in the way education is viewed. In particular, we hope to have Native students well
prepared to be successful in their academic endeavors, especially math and science. We believe our attempts
will be successful based on the strong beginning foundation.
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American Indiaﬁ Science & Technology Education Consortium (AISTEC)

Mr. Jose C’de Baca
New Mexico Highlands University
AISTEC Project
TEC Bldg.
Room 302B
Las Vegas, NM 87701
505-454-3532
505-454-3011
Jjcedb@merlin.nmhu.edu

Welcome Statement:

Thank you for attending our presentation. We hope that within the limited time, we will be able to articulate
our mission, and highlight the accomplishments of the AISTEC project and describe how it relates to the
theme of this Conference: "Strengthening Partnerships Between Tribal and Non-Indian Institutions".

History:

Six years ago NASA sponsored a gathering in Santa Fe, NM and invited 10 universities and colleges to
attend. NASA posed a challenge to the attendees to develop an initiative that would ultimately produce a
work force from the American Indian community that would be qualified to be hired as scientists,
technologists and engineers by NASA. Several meetings later, we produced a proposal to NASA, which
created AISTEC. AISTEC thus began on the heels of executive order 13021 which elevated the status of
Tribal Colleges to that of Historically Black Colleges and Universities and Hispanic Serving Institutions.

Mission:

The mission of AISTEC therefore, is to develop and nurture American Indian students for careers in
Science, Engineering and Mathematics, with a focus on the primary role of the Tribal Colleges.

AISTEC consists of 10 Universities and Colleges:

Arizona State University, Diné College, D-érUnivévlr'sity, Haskell Indian Nations University, New Mexico
Highlands University, Oklahoma State University, Salish Kootenai College, South Dakota School of Mines
& Technology, University of New Mexico and the University of Washington.

You will note that the 10 institutions range from large universities to tribal colleges. Also included in this
range are four, 4-year institutions. AISTEC is NASA's premier tribal college serving consortium for science,

engineering, and math (SEM) development.

We have five PH.D granting institutions:
229



Arizona State University, Oklahoma State University, South Dakota School of Mines & Technology,
University of New Mexico, and the University of Washington. , -

Currently these institutions are engaged in a recruiting effort to identify and recruit American Indian student
who express an interest in SEMT. These institutions also offer tutoring & counseling programs for those
American Indian students on a science career path. We are also in the process of developing MOU’s and
articulation agreements with the AISTEC Tribal Colleges and HINU, which will align SEM curriculum and
serve as a model for other tribal colleges.

Four-year institutions:

Haskell Indian Nations University, New Mexico Highlands University, Salish Kootenai College, and South
Dakota School of Mines & Technology are engaged in a variety of activities aimed at pre-college students,
developing distance learning courses, and the AISTECNet, and basic math skills.

The consortium includes 4 American Indian colleges 2 of which I already mentioned. The other two are
Diné College formerly known as Navajo Community College and D-Q University, which is located in
Northern California. At SKC & DQU, we are developing curricular infrastructure and providing tutoring anc =

counseling to AI/AN.

Diné College offers a summer program in developing science skills for 7th and 8th graders in a Navajo
context and a summer bridge program in science for students transcending from high school to tribal

college.

Project Goals:

1. To assist AISTEC tribal colleges to develop curricular and technological infrastructure
2. To develop SEM articulation agreements between and among AISTEC tribal colleges, 4-year AISTEC

universities and their affiliated tribal colleges. ' =
3. To develop and implement transition and SEM skills development programs at pre-college, 2-year and™

university levels.

These three goals have been consistent throughout 4 years of the project. In general we have been
attempting to build a path for students leading to an eventual career in SMET. On this path we have
concentrated on skill development, motivation, and an infrastructure which supports the traveler along
the way. Our success to date has led us to add two additional goals:

To strengthen the role of and emphasis on tribal colleges

To disseminate and replicate models successfully developed within individual AISTEC institutions

|

v b

Goals 4 and 5 will serve to broaden our impact with a focus on the Tribal Colleges.

Year 4 project outcomes:

During this past year we have worked with Salish Kootenai College, D-Q Universityr,rarrid Cheyenne River
Community College to increase SEM degree offerings from four to eight, a 100 percent increase.

ew SEM distant learning courses offered thrbugh five tribal

We have developed and implemented five n
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colleges.

AISTEC recruited and developed two American Indian faculty members: a calculus instructor at Diné
College and an engineering instructor at Southwest Indian Polytechnic Institution.

South Dakota School of Mines & Technolooy hosed a summit on engineering articulation attended by seven
tribal colleges and seven engineering universities. Three MOU's have been signed and three are under

development.

AISTEC institutions provided SEM enhancement to 339 American Indian students at the pre-college level,
and tutoring and mentoring to 648 American Indian college students. More than half of these students
completed SEM courses with a grade of B or better.

At Ft. Peck Reservations we have 18 classrooms in operation from kindergarten to the tribal college who are
developing basic math skills. At the elementary level more than 50% of the students are performing at or
above grade level as measured by the Comprehensive Tests of Basic Skills (CTBS).

AISTEC provided college entry and financial aid information to 679 American Indian students; fifty percent
of who were high school seniors or transfer students. Over 100 of those college-ready students have
matriculated into tribal colleges or tribal serving universities.

AISTEC initiated two technology transfer partnerships involving tribal entities, government agencies, and
the corporate sector. One of these already is generating revenue.

AISTEC established a partnership with Microsoft to develop technological capabdmes at tribal colleges.

Our recruitment effort has becn one of the most successful of the components of the AISTEC effort. During
Year 5 we have designed a recruitment effort that will have 4 times the 1mpact We will have full time
recruiters at ASU, OSU, UNM, UW and SDSM&T. We will conduct a vigorous campzugn to identify
AT/AN students and show them the path that AISTEC has helped create for careers in SEMT.

AT/AN Graduates in SEM
Year BS MS PhD
1987 N/A NA 30
1988 N/A N/A 27
1989 585 119 34
1990 -537 79 17
1991 579 97 34
1992 611 98 41
1993 680 118 21
1994 793 128 33
1995 896 122 38
1996 N/A N/A 53

Source: NSF Division of Science Resources Studies Directorate for Social, Behavioral, and Economic
Sciences
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 compete for awards such as NASA's PACE and MASTAP.

Year S and Beyond... -
During this next year AISTEC will appoint an Advisory Committee consisting of 5 members: 3 from tribal __
colleges, 1 from an American Indian serving University, 1 from government/industry. This group willbe  w
charged with evaluating the goals to satisfy the needs of both NASA and the NA communities that AISTEC

serves. Also, AISTEC will work with SKC to develop a mechanism to evaluate proposals for new projects _-
from TC outside the current AISTEC membership. In subsequent years, this process will continue so thata =
continual flow of graduating old projects and incoming new projects will be established. Thus AISTEC will

began to function as an incubator for TC projects, allowing TC to gain experience with the processes of _
proposing for and carrying out projects in a NASA context. Graduating projects should emerge readyto =

To assist in the long-term support of successful projects and to expand into addiﬁonél areas, AISTE(E 18
actively developing alternate sources of income:

1. AISTEC has reached an agreement with Microsoft Corporation for developing computer capabilities
for tribal colleges: NWIC, SKC, and HINU: — -~ -~ e , B
7. We have successfully completed a transfer technology license agreement with the JSC for the =
development of an absorbent pillow for hazardous waste into a potential income-producing -
commercial product that will be manufactured by a tribal industry.

3. AISTEC completed software development on a JSC patent issued to a Native American firm.

Revenues from these agreements (2 & 3) will be used to further AISTEC goals.
4. During the 1999 grant year, AISTEC will use its experience in technology transfer to assist tribal ,
colleges and their communities in using technology transfer to generate sources of income. i
5. AISTEC also has developed distributive computing software applied to basic mathematics. This
technology will soon be utilized with AV/AN schools who have limited bandwidth capability on
AISTECNet to help improve basic math skills. =~ S =
-
-
-
:;
-
-
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Explorers of the Universe: Meaningful Learning Contexts

Marino C. Alvarez
Tennessee State University
College of Education Center of Excellence and College of Education
Box 139
Williams Campus
Nashville, TN 37203
615-963-7328
615-963-7027
malvarez @coe.tsuniv.edu

Introduction v

The primary goal of the Explorers of the Universe educational project is to involve middle and high school
teachers and their students, and postsecondary students in a quality research program that is interdisciplinary

' rather than compartmentalized by domain. The focus is to engage students and their teachers in authentic

tasks and materials couched in problem-oriented formats within meaningful leaming contexts that foster

. thinking and learning. Authentic in that students construct meaning from real data and are asked to make
_sense of the world around them. Students pursue individual paths of inquiry using critical and imaginative

thinking, and engage in social and solitary contexts that involve them in writing, intervening, and reflecting
on ideas gleaned from conversations and readings (electronic and conventional). The process engages
students in formal skills such as written communication, literacy, logic, and calculation.

The science and literacy skills needed to learn, make connections within and among disciplines, and
comrmunicate to others are vital to learners who are expected to achieve educational goals espoused by the
academies (e.g., American Association for the Advancement of Science, 1989; International Reading

~ Association, 1992; National Science and Technology Council, 1995; Science Council of Canada, 1984;

Royal Society, 1985). So, too, are the specific ways in which these learners use language and instructional
tools, and technology for literacy learning and applying scientific and mathematical concepts (NASA’s
Education Program, 1993).

To promote a quality education plan that meet scientific, mathematical, literacy, and technology standards,
we provide challenging opportunities for both teachers and students to think and construct knowledge
generated in meaningful contexts. Students "showing" what they can do is a goal of this educational plan.
This goal differs from those educational programs that are aimed at convergent projects, student-directed
on-task modules, fixed curriculums, vast numbers of participants, and restricted standardized measures of
assessments. Instead, the educational objective is to involve students in meaningful learning activities using
self-directed cases, metacognitive tools (e.g., hierarchical concept maps, and vee diagrams) to plan,
carry-out, and finalize their research investigations, and an emergent educational curriculum plan that

stimulates critical and imaginative thinking.

| TSU/Explorers of the Universe and Related NASA Projects

The Explorers of the Universe Project (http//coe2.tsuniv.edu/explorers) is a scientific/literacy project that
serves as the principal educational partner in several NASA projects. The project is directed toward the
intrinsic value of activities in the classroom. These za-%ivities are intellectual and provide opportunities for



learners to make-decisions while simultaneously making use of existing procedures and standards among _
disciplines that create opportunities to share knowledge and negotiate meaning. The principal investigator_;
for the project is Dr. Marino C. Alvarez, Professor of Education.

The project is situated within the Center of Excellence in Information Systems, at Tennessee State 5
University, with NASA Center for Automated Space Science (CASS), NASA Network Resources Training

Site (NRTS) which is under the auspices of MU-SPIN, and NSF Center for Systems Science Research -
(CSSR). The Director of the Center of Excellence in Information Systems is Dr. Michael R. Busby. ’

The project has expanded to include six high schools, a middle school, and postsecondary students enrolled_
at TSU. The schools involved are: University Schoal of Nashville, Hunters Lane High School, and Davidson.
Academy, Nashville, Tennessee; Thomas Jefferson High School for Science and Technology, Alexandria,

Virginia; Wellington School, in Columbus, Ohio; George Washington High School Campus, New York__
City; and, Kodiak High School, in Kodiak Island, Alaska. -

L

|

Funding for the Explorers of the Universe is provided by the NASA Tennessee Space Grant Consortium,
and by NASA through NRTS. Three areas of related study are represented by this project: TSU Variabled
Stars Project; NASA Goddard Space Flight Center’s Mars Orbital Laser Altimeter (MOLA), and their

Vegetation Canopy Lidar (VCL) Mission scheduled for launch February 2000. Teachers and students_g
participate in these research investigations. Schools, under the auspicious of NASA Minority University=
Space Interdisciplinary Network (MU-SPIN), are included in this project’seducational network. High school

astronomy, physics, and earth/space teachers and their students are involved in receiving and analyzing data

from automatic telescopes located at Washington Camp in the Patagonia Mountains in Arizona via the=
Internet, and from the MOLA Mission on Mars. Students are also involved in research studies with the VCL

Mission. These student research investigations become longitudinal studies with subséqugnt students
involved in pre-launch and post launch research activities in this mission.

.ﬂ\l ulil

Within the spirit of a multilateral international collaboration for these projects, students who represent a3
" diversified multicultural population in the Explorers of the Universe Project benefit from shared knowledge*™
and experience resulting from discussions and research evolving from these investigations. Teachers and
students are involved with this educational mission working collaboratively on various aspects of solar and._z
magnetic interpretations and resolving their cases using mathematical and scientific principles from which to

reach multiple perspectives. , -

The building of a "community of thinkers," defined as an active group of students and teachers striving to
learn more about a discipline by engaging in the processes of critical and imaginative thinking, will be the
comerstone of this educational outreach plan (Alvarez, 1995, 1996a 1997). We differentiate between__
thinking and learning. Thinking is a process that has some initial beginning, and moves to some conclusion™
or solution rather than increasing skill or perfecting the execution of the solutions (Russell (1956). It is

during the learning process that thinking takes place, but learning is an intermediate phase rather than a final _
product. Thinking of ways to achieve learning outcomes are different from focusing on ways that learning

outcomes can be achieved. The former is process oriented; the latter product-oriented (Alvarez, 1996a).
In an effort to increase learning efficiency, teachers and students in the Explorers of the Universe project-
focus on the processes of thinking: selecting, eliminating, searching, manipulating, and organizing

information. Emphasis is placed on thinking as a process involving a sequence of ideas moving from someg
beginning thought, through a series of a pattern of relationships, to some goal or resolution. Within our
community of thinkers, teachers and students ask questions, seek answers, and reflect on their thoughts and

feelings as they engage in action research case-based investigations.
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Educational Features

The educational plan has several unique aspects. The sun/earth/space science educational mission involves
middle, secondary, and postsecondary students -promoting science and literacy in ways that differ from
conventionally funded science programs that guide students to prescribed product outcomes using

prepackaged materials.

First, students who are enrolled in astronomy, physics, and earth science classes and their teachers are
targeted to participate. Due to the nature of the philosophy that underlies this educational plan, it is
necessary that the teachers selected are willing to learn more about their subject area and think along with

their students.

Second, these student researchers are involved with incremental stages of phases of their cases. During each
phase, students enter their notes, observations, findings, log notations, data analyses, and so forth onto a text
file and publish their papers on the World Wide Web that serves as a resource for other students to access
and share their thoughts. This collection becomes part of each student’s computer-based working and report
portfolios that are used as a tool for self-assessment and for mediating knowledge with the teacher and their
peers. A Case Guide CD has been developed that describes, narrates, and shows animations of concept maps
and vee diagrams, video clips of teachers and students discussing these metacogntive tools, an Action
Research Strategy, a Notebook that allows students to correspond directly to our server via the World Wide
Web by entering notations, and an illustrated framework from which students can formulate, carry-out, and

report their research (see Alvarez, 1998a).

Third , students are actively engaged in self-directed, case-based research for which they are directly
responsible. They research open-ended cases for which there are, in most instances, an absence of a
prescribed set of "right" answers. These teachers and students use critical and imaginative thinking to solve
authentic tasks that are set in problem-oriented formats.

Fourth , students use interactive learning environments to design and share their concept maps over the
Internet (e.g., Inspiration 5.0), communicate with scientists via e-mail, and engage in interactive research
and collaborative planning using the Interactive Vee Diagram on the World Wide Web (Alvarez, in press,

. 1998b, 1997).

Fifth , students publish their papers on the Worldthicrie WeB and receive feéﬂbéek from “faceless” and
"unknown" persons from throughout the world. This process not only enhances technology and literacy
skills, but also develops a respect for interpreting and representing new knowledge (Alvarez, 1996b).

Sixth, students keep logs, correspond with astronomers and others via electronic mail, record observations
and findings, make discerning judgments of papers accessed on the Internet, and incorporate related facts,
concepts, and information from other content disciplines. During this process students are taught to use two
metacognitive tools: concept maps and vee diagrams. These educational tools enable them to conceptualize
and represent their ideas and plan their research. This collection becomes part of each student’s
computer-based working portfolio that is used as a tool for self-assessment and for mediating knowledge
with the teacher and their peers. Students share their observations and findings among the participating

" schools and within their own school.

Seventh , students collaborate with other students affiliated with the project who share common research
topics. They share information electronically via the Internet and World Wide Web and receive feedback.

237



Eighth , community resources (people and places) are an integral feature of this melding of the societal .
curriculum with the formal school curriculum.

Ninth , teachers and their students present at scientific, mathematical, literacy, and technology conferences
so their voices can be heard about their research endeavors (e.g., Alvarez et. al., 1998).

&

Tenth, teachers develop manuals that will aid other teachers and their students to record, analyze, and report

' the data received from the missions. Students field-test these manuals and provide input. The manuals are -
placed on the World Wide Web for public access. (This was done with the Explorers of the Universe

Variable Star Project whereby teachers (Rodriguez & Hennig, 1997) wrote a manual after learning about

data computations and had their students field-test the entries.) '

L

i

Interfacing Educational Programs

Students interface their case research with others who are affiliated with similar scientific projects in the _
Explorers of the Universe NASA sponsored educational programs. Although several aspects of the Mars . |
Orbital Laser Altimeter (Stockman, Alvarez, & Albert, 1998) lends itself to related areas of study, the

Variable Star Project and the Vegetation Canopy Lidar (VCL) Mission seem to be more with each others
mission goals and objectives; and therefore, offer multiple pathways for interfacing student research .3

investigations.

€

_ Public Outreach

Another unique aspect of this project is the melding of the societal and formal school curriculums. The &
societal curriculum is evidenced in not only what students bring to the classroom from their home,

community, and religious environments, but also by involving the public in meaningful ways. Community =
resources (people and places), locally, nationally, and internationally become an integral part of the -
educational process. Throughout their case research, students are in contact with persons, state and federal
agencies, archives, libraries, colleges/universities either directly or through electronic communications.
Students conduct interviews with persons having pertinent information to their case study.

Students publish their papers on the WWW. Teachers, students, and university educators co-author articles -
for publication in science, literacy, and technology journals. Students develop CD ROM s of their research™
studies. Teachers write manuals about technical, mathematical, and scientific aspects of the mission for
other teachers and their students to use as a springboard for other research. Teachers and their students =
present at science, mathematics, literacy, and technology conferences. Information gathered and researched ™
about Solar B’s Mission is displayed on web sites of participating schools, NASA Centers, and the TSU

Center of Excellence in Information Systems - Explorers of the Universe Project. o i

NASA/NRTS is housed in TSU’s Center of Excellence in Information Systems. The NRTS Project Director
is Dr. Willard Smith. NRTS is charged with networking and connecting schools having under represented ~
student populations to the WWW. NRTS has an added role of developing and conveying distance learning
programs. TSU’s Center of Excellence is responsible for this distance learning project and plans to promote

these NASA science initiative nationally. Distance learning, via WWW, offers extended opportunities 10_
enjoin school populations and persons in disperse communities and provide forums for them to become

participants in this research. - _
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American Indian Network Information Center (AINIC)

Ms. Michelle Bekaye
PO Box 218
Tsaile, AZ 96556
520-724-6612
520-724-3327
mbekaye @hotmail.com

The American Indian Network Information Center (AINIC) started out in 1997 and is a three-year grant
program, funded by the National Aeronautics Space Administration (NASA). AINIC is based at DinE
College; formerly known as Navajo Community College, in Tsaile, Arizona on the Navajo Reservation.

AINIC was created to bring Internet Resources to K-12 schools on the Navajo Nation. Many of the schools
on the Navajo Reservation lack funds to keep their libraries and textbooks updated and having access to the
internet would bring neverending resources to these schools. The AINIC program is helping schools that

have access to the Internet or are planning to get connected very soon to learn how to use Internet resources

effectively and also to integrate the Internet into their school curricula.

Currently, AINIC is focusing on K-12 schools on the Navajo Reservation. We have eight participating
teachers at this point. Our goal is to get twelve teachers by the end of the Fall 1998 semester. The AINIC
program staff provides technical assistance on how to get connected to the World Wide Web. We also
provide basic Internet training: how to search for on-line resources, where to get free e-mail and eventually

how to upload your own web page.

At this point in time, our goals are to find a base of twelve teachers in the fields of Science, Math,
Engineering & Technology. We are training these teachers to learn how integrate the Internet effectively as a
learning tool in their classrooms. AINIC is providing Macintosh G3 computers for the base twelve teachers.
We are also providing scanners and digital cameras for the schools to use. Other Incentives of the AINIC
program that teachers and students receive are T-shirts, pencils and other school supplies when they

completed the on-line curriculum.

These teachers in turn would train other teachers how to use the Internet and so on, thus creating a
»Train-the-Trainers" model. The teachers objectives are to upload an on-line curriculum that they can use to
teach their students lessons in Earth Science and eventually we will expand into other subjects.

We are also providing a Role Models Database composed of Native American professionals and college
students in the fields of Science, Math, Engineering & Technology (SMET). These Role Models will contact
the AINIC K-12 student participants through e-mail and on-line conference rooms in order to guide them
and encourage them to continue school and to pursue careers in the SMET fields.

The AINIC staff has provided a web site that will serve as a one-stop resource for the AINIC teachers and
students. The web site consists of NASA resource links, a web page developer, on-line conference rooms,
Role Models Database, AINIC Teacher Directory and other resource links. The web site is located at
ainic.ncc.cc.nm.us which will soon be moved to www.ainic.org.

Many goals have been set for the success of the American Indian Network Information Center. But if we can

collaborate with other technology organizations, we can integrate the Internet into more schools, offeting
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endless resources, and a better means of communication and collaboration among the community of
teachers. The main objective of AINIC is to provide Native American youth the chance to see the world
through the Internet and to learn to interact with technology in the classroom. This may already be
happening in other schools in the U.S. but on the Navajo Reservation, this has never been done before and

we have the chance to make it happen.
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Exploiting Distant Learning as a Portal
(Among Minority Institutions) to Emerging Technologies

Dr. Moses Gwan, Jr.
Grambling State University
Department of Math & Computer Sciences
P.O. Box 1191, Carver Hall #137
Grambling, Louisiana 71245
318-274-3846
318-251-9950
mgwan @linknet.net

Abstract

Grambling State University (GSU), in retrospect, has had its share of the painful demise of other minority
institutions - that of involuntary depravation of access to equal opportunities in select technological
resources. The unfortunate result has been a progressively widening technological gap forged not along
sheer aptitude, as would be expected, but rather predominantly along cultural contrivances. More
unfortunate, perhaps, is the vast un-tapped repository of, rarely-exploited, talents and enduring persistence to
be found in these camps.

Our present civilization is resting on the threshold of the portals of unfathomable technological
breakthroughs and opportunities. Computer technology - especially networking and parallel distributed
processing, for example, are spearheading the migration from our traditionally formal classroom pedagogies
to more liberal alternatives to better embrace new or emerging technologies and the resulting prolific
problem solving paradigms and capabilities that come with them. For once, even previously underprivileged
institutions stand equal chances of leveraging their strengths and creativity in shaping the trends of these
emerging technologies. GSU’s experience with interactive telecasting (partly through the DoD’s
HPCMP/PET* initiative) is rich and replete with what is perceived to mirror the kind of productive
partnership envisaged between tribal and non-Indian institutions for effective participation in the NASA

Science and Technology initiatives of the future.

Introduction

One of the prominent benefits of the advent of telecommunication was the undoing of the geographical and
ideological barriers that characterized the cultures of the world as we knew them then. Granted that those
barriers, legally, do no longer exist but the disparate rate at which minorities were granted access to these
technologies, beginning with the telephone, the television and, now, computer technology, has resulted in an
undeniable technological gap which will continue to be an enigma to the latter group. This fact is supported
by a recent study conducted by some University of Maryland scholars in which they noted the lingering long
term hurt of a racial divide on minorities [1]. It is further supported by some recent, highly profiled,
speeches or rhetoric by key government officials on the digital divide and its potential effects on minorities

[2-4].

The Digital & Economic Divide
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The studies and speeches alluded to above all attest t0 the fact that our capitalistic society, though promoting

the notion of equal opportunities for all, is riddled over and over, in practice, with the dilemma of bridging =

the gaps resulting from previous malpractices of unfair depravation of access to basic amenities. The
unfortunate evidence of this dilemma, even amid a prodigious economic and technological growth, is the
involuntary widening rather than narrowing of the economic and technological gap with the affluerit getting
more affluent and the destitute getting even more so.

These could be said to be particularly exciting times. New or emerging technologies, especially in parallel
and distributed computing, are redefining the landscape of the way we solve problems and, similarly, the
process of formulation and introducing such technologies. Due to the exorbitant cost of pioneering new

" technologies only the technologically or economically privileged institutions will frequently be among the

favored to receive the cream of the cash to research these emerging technologies. The under-privileged
institutions are perceived, on the other hand, to be a real liability or big risk often not worth taking. From the
perspective of a privileged institution it makes every sense to maintain a clear divide and distinction

between the institutions.

A primary motivation for the digital divide, therefore, can be shown to be economic and thus the
estrangement of the rhetoric already alluded to. A case in point is the recent White House initiative and
funding for the collaborative research, specification and design of internet II - the next generation of the
ubiquitous network of networks. Of the institutions selected for funding for this research, there is no
minority or tribal institution. The actions of the government, therefore, are inconsistent with their rhetoric
and there does not appear to be any real concerted effort to bridge the technological gap.

The one thing that could be worse than the foregoing, perhaps, is when a privileged institution, trying to
make room for new state-of-the-art equipment, occasionally offloads its mundane equipment stock pile (in a
typically well publicized act of charity) to an under-privileged institution. Admittedly the intention is
frequently to bridge or narrow the technological gap between the former and the latter. In practice, however,
such acts of charity do not narrow but rather further broaden the gap because the creative energies of the
recipient(s) are now removed from more innovative pursuits to focus on often futile attempts to tinker with
obsolete equipment that the donor(s) had probably, themselves, given up on.

A Winning Strategy for Tribal & Minority Institutions

To better prepare to embrace the new or emergent technologies new alliances are needed among minority
and tribal institutions. Not necessarily with privileged institutions in which the former will always be
considered a parasite but rather with any one with whom they can leverage mutual strengths. It is considered
futile to re-invent the wheel but it is considered innovative to leverage the efforts of the inventor of the
wheel to further advance the state of the technology. New sources of funding must be sought not as
under-dogs to some other institution(s) but rather as mutual partners whose strategic accomplishments
depend on the synergy resulting from the collective strengths of all involved. The emphasis must be on these
strengths (what the one can contribute) rather than status (what one used to be).

The Virtual Classroom

The current technological proliferation has liberated our traditional classroom pedagogy from the practice of
confinement and protectionism to a service-oriented one that knows little or no bounds. To achieve the
mutual collaboration dictated by the new economies of scale of computing as well as the widely cherished
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distributed processing paradigm, distant learning promises to be a very effective and non-intimidating tool.
Since the medium is completely voluntary, contributors are esteemed for the quality and usefulness of their
contribution rather than status. Better still, there is no reason to be inhibited by a fear of losing one’s
privileged status. The privileged and under-privileged alike have a lot to contribute in this medium and thus

can forge new alliances.

GSU’s Experience

GSU has now been involved with the DoD’s HPCMP/PET project for two and a half years. The goals of this
project are: (a). To upgrade the present DoD’s computing infrastructure located at various major shared
resource centers, to support the warfighter, by an order of magnitude over the five year duration of the of the
project. (b). Develop new problem solving techniques to exploit that computing power to command a
decisive global supremacy. (c). To develop training programs to disseminate the new techniques and tools to

all participants and users alike.

GSU, which would otherwisé be estranged to the current emerging technologies, has instead benefited from
a formal distant learning program thanks to the third goal above. Although this report does not cover the
technical design and implementation of a distant learning production and delivery facility, ample references
[5] to authoritative sources of such information exist. GSU’s own distant learning production facility is quite

primitive but effective for the scope of its designated goal.

A tool that might become very useful in the future for a broader scale distant learning effort is one developed
at Syracuse university under the auspices of the PET program. Syracuse’s distant learning package centers
around a proprietary tool called Tango and has been widely tested at Jackson State University. The latter
product, unfortunately, limits distant learning to a mere production and packaging of lectures to be viewed
(off-line) using a number of media [6]. Effective learning, in our view, has always been interactive and
nothing short of that will even begin to bridge any technological gaps between participants. Microsoft is also
developing proprietary tools to make distant learning a common practice, hopefully, in the future [7].

Conclusion

In the wake of the advent of exciting emerging technologies previously under-privileged institutions must
plan their strategies carefully in order to have a role in shaping the new technologies. Any viable strategy
must leverage the formidable strengths, which have laid dormant and un-exploited in the past, of these
institutions. New sources of funding must emphasize the free expression of such suppressed talents rather
than foster the existing technological divide resulting from a skewed view of potential contributions to new

technologies.
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Designing Web Pages

Charlie Wrenn & James Holloway
Tennessee State University
Center for Excellence - ISEM
330 Tenth Avenue North
Nashville, TN 37203-3402
615-963-7020 (Wrenn)
615-963-7327 (Holloway)
615-963-7027
wrenn @ coe.tsuniv.edu
holloway @coe.tsuniv.edu

Greatest Challenge to Writing Web Documents:
Keep the user oriented; provide a coherent structure in which the relationship of each page to the rest
of the document is clear. An important point to remember when writing web pages; just because you
can do something with the Web doesn’t mean that it’s a good idea.
Types of Links:
Truly Hyper:
e Every document is linked to every other document
® (Can lead to circular navigation

* Frustrates the user

¢ Difficult to maintain

Pure Linear Design:
e Easy to follow

e Users are actually more likely to read the pages

* Boringggggggg!

* Best used for reference manuals, short stories, prose

e Easy to maintain

Tree: 253



Single page serves as jumping off point to other pages

Easy to navigate - each page contains 3 links

e The concept is easily extended to other layers

Easy to maintain

Your job:

Make sure that no matter where the user enters your document tree, she can always find her way
back to the start.
Accomplish this by:

e Creating a structure that makes sense

e Placing textual and visual clues in your documents that make the structure obvious

Two categories of navigational aids are used:
1. Landmarks

2. A hyperspace compass

Landmarks:
o Welcome Page - top-level page of your site
o Home Page - entry point to a particular author’s col]ectioﬁ of documents
o Title Page - entry point to a multipage document
o Table of contents - set of links to a multipart document
o Index/Search Page - document text search and retrieval

o Comment Page - e-mail or other contact method

The Hyperspace Compass:
Six directions:
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1. Forward
2. Back
3. Next

4. Previous

5. Up

6. Down
Forward and Back:
Refer to the series of pages that the user visits in the order in which they were
visited. Note: Avoid creating links labeled forward and back.
Next and Previous:
Used to navigate a series of pages that are linked in a linear way (i.e., subsections of
a manual).
Up and Down:
Up takes the reader up a level to the next higher level of organization. Down takes
the reader down a level in the tree, i.e., from a table of contents to the start of a
chapter. Note: Top is often used to take the reader all the way up to a main entry
point such as a title page or welcome page.
Navigational bars are a useful tool for making navigation easy and obvious.

Pitfalls to avoid:

* Don’t try to fight HTML’s word-wrappfng by adding <BR> tags, extra blank lines, or long
series of hyphens or stars. What will look good on your browser will look terrible on someone

else’s.

* Overlapping tags, such as <STRONG> Hi <EM> Mom! </STRONG> </EM> will always break
somebody’s browser.

¢ Series of <P> tags with no text between them will produce different results on different
browsers. Avoid them.

Optimizing Performance:
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The most beautiful, best organized, most interesting Web page in the world is utte
if it takes too long to download.

Main principle for maximizing performance: keep it small and simple.

JPEG for thumbnails.

Reference

o How to Set Up and Maintain a World Wide Web Site,

256

Keep graphics as small as possible. JPEG images tend to be smaller than GIF images;

rly worthless

consider

Focus your attention on reducing the size of the most frequently accessed documents.

Lincoln D. Stein, ISBN 0-201-63389-2
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Pre-College MSET Break-out Session II

Dr. Sheila Gersh
City College of New York

Dr. Gustavo Roig & Mr. Jorge Nosti
Florida International University
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; Internet projects, I found teacher trai
are comfortable with both the technical and curriculum aspects of the program. Teacher-training programs

Criteria for Successful Internet Projects

Dr. Sheila Gersh
City College of New York
Center for School Development
School of Education
Convent Avenue & 138th Street
New York, NY 10031
(212) 650-5792

sogcc@cunyvm.cuny.edu

Introduction

Ten years ago the School of Education of the City College of New York developed the idea for an electronic
mail network know as the Global Education Telecommunications Network (GETN) Project that would link
10 primary and secondary schools in New York with the counterparts in London. Today, GETN links more
than 60 schools in New York with schools in more than 30 countries around the globe. The network is
centered around inquiry-based projects developed by teachers who are introduced to one another through the
Internet. Teachers are not provided with pre-designed projects that they complete with their classes. Instead,
they negotiate with one another and identify ideas for projects that will best meet the needs of their students

and fulfill their responsibilities to their curriculum

As the project developed, I have come to realize its potential for improving teaching and learning in the New
York City Public Schools. Giving teachers the opportunity to design their own activities spawns €normous
creativity and has led to the creation of many innovative and exciting projects. These projects, in turn, help
to transform often dull and lifeless classrooms into places where children are actively engaged in authentic
work that they own and could share with their partners abroad. While individual project are important for
GETN’s success, even more important is what teachers are learning as a result of participating in the project
and in the graduate courses that support the network. We developed our own education rationale for E-mail
projects that has become embodied in a set of criteria for the design of GETN projects. Examples of some of

the GETN projects include:

¢ The Fast Plant Project
e International Cookbooks

e Weather Comparison

City College not only created GETN. It continues to provide ongoing support so important in sustaining

" GETN'’s network and helping it to grow. Support is provided in a variety of ways including courses for

participating teachers, on-site technical training, online mentoring and monitoring of projects, recruiting new
participants and sponsoring annual Internet conferences.

Findings From Early Experiences

Several issues must be addressed if Internet projects are to be successful. In my 10 years experience with the
ning to be of primary importance. Projects should succeed if teachers

should include courses that will prepare teachers to use the computer in the classroom as a word processor
259



and to access the Internet to do research and communicate with counterparts.

Teacher training courses have also met another need. Teachers developed the pedagogical skills, heretofore,
untapped, which linked telecommunications applications to general curriculum development. These
pedagogical skills were most successful when focused on the development of projects that included
cross-curricular instruction and provocative international topics.

A form of orientation must also be provided to principals and other supervisors to assure that they fully
wide basis. With their support, the

understand and can be supportive of these Internet projects on a school-
creation of a time period within the school program to accommodate an Internet strand as an integral part of

the curriculum can be more easily realized. When an entire school community felt a sense of ownership of
~ the Internet project, the project in which they were involved seemed to enjoy a far greater degree of success.

oordination and management. It is necessary to provide the curriculum
support for individual school projects and to collaborate with the primary and secondary schools to establish
international links for the participating classes. As part of its coordination responsibilities, the coordinator
needs to carefully monitor the participating schools and their activities. In addition, dissemination of
information about the project, such as evaluation reports the development of training manuals, the creation
of new links and preparation of user lists and web sites lists should also be part of the projects coordination.
International conferences provided further coordination and new linkages which are needed to keep more

life into the program.

Internet projects also need careful ¢

]

Finally, if the Internet is to be an effective tool, projects should be designed with specific goals, activities

and out-comes, compatible with age/grade Jevel and subject/topic area. This can be achieved by having
teachers talk online before any project begins. In the GETN program, the most successful projects had
extensive students participating in the planning process. A project timeline with beginning and ending dates
should also be prepared, specifically setting deadlines for data collections and transmission. Once the
projects are complete, the results and evaluation of the experience should be shared. '

A

The teachers who participate in Internet projects agreed that there were several pedagoﬂgi'éféi reasons for
rriculum. They concluded that telecommunications

implementing telecommunications into the existing cu
ion objectives including: increased international understanding, the encouragement

facilitated several educati
of respect for cultural differences, highly motivate learning through the timely sharing of information with a
ological skills whose uses extend beyond the classroom, learning in a

real audience, attaining techn 7
content-integrated environment, a genuine opportunity to engage in inquiry-based learning and the

enrichment of the school curriculum.

(W]

Assessment of a Telecommuncations Projects

sessed by the actual knowledge and skills students acquire and/orby -
of learning activities. Although it would be
hievement, it is believed that the goals and

t, focusing on both teacher and student -

Education programs are traditionally as
change in their effective behaviors resulting from a particular set
possible to assess some Internet activities in terms of cognitive ac
characteristics of Internet programs more properly point to assessmen C S
attitudes and on the learning process. For example, has this international intervention motivated students =
sufficiently to increase their receptivity to other more traditional learning modes? Has the use of this
technology rejuvenated teachers to a point where their attitudes toward their instruction has motivated them

to be more effective in the classroom? Has the range, concentration, and treatment of topics studied been ™
increased to a point where learning becomes more meaningful? Has the mode of instruction had the spin-off

effect of making both students and teachers able to deal with the technologically advancing society more
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easily and with less anxiety? Does this medium enable students to get a better understanding of other
cultures and ideas so as to better understand their own? These and related questions should form the basis on
an evaluation. A traditional program evaluation may be inappropriate in a non-traditional program.

The experience of GETN teachers has consistently been that involving students in meaningful learning
activities via telecommunications strengthens instruction dramatically. Students are far more motivated to
read materials that they get from colleagues abroad and they are excited abut responding to them through
writing. They know that their work and efforts will reach a receptive peer audience. Written work that is
shared through the Internet is received in a from that can be easily read, revised, and reprinted. Instruction in
academic subject areas is brought to life trough student-to-student dialogues.

The Internet is now beginning to alter the approach to education, and as the technology advances it will play
a key role in bringing the latest information to students, whether from national or international peer
audiences or from the other areas on the information superhighway. It can be expected that within a short
time, with increased technological support and increased familiarity by educators, student learning will be
enhanced and enriched through active involvement in real project, resulting in personal satisfaction and
improved achievement. :

Teachers report that our project is exciting and motivating for students, especially in the primary grades.
They help to engage leamers who have been disinterested in school by providing the occasions for real,
meaningful work that are owned by students and can be shared with others. We are also curious about the
extent to which the GETN projects promoted a change in teachers’ assumptions about teaching and learning,
as well as in changes in curriculum and instruction. We are presently investigating these questions.
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Criteria for Successful Internet Projects
Science Web Sites

Dr. Sheila Gersh
City College of New York
Center for School Development
School of Education
o Convent Avenue & 138t Street
- New York, NY 10031
(212) 650-5792

' sogcc@cunyvm.cuny.edu

l

The Nine Planets
htgp://seds.lgl.arizona.edu/billa/tng

1

i1

Overview of the Solar System

http://seds.Ipl.arizona.edu/billa/tnp/express.html

i

The NASA Home Page
http://www.nasa.gov/hgpao/library.html

bt

National Air and Space Museum
http://www.nasm.si.edu

‘ mo
i

=  The Virtual Sun
httg://www.astro.uva.nl/michiellb/sun/kaft.htm

Views of the Solar System

http://bang .lanl.gov/solarsys/homepage.htm

Lunar and Planetary Institute
http ://cass.jsc.nasa.gov/lpi.html

{1

Overview of the Solar System

1l

htg:g://seds.lpl.arizona.edu/billa/tnp/ovewiew.htnﬂ
, USA Today Weather
: http://www.usatoday.com/weather/wfront. htm
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Weather Forecasting

httg://www.gsatoday.com/wgather/wforcsto.htm

Storm Systems and Fronts : N

htm://www.usatodav.com/weather/wstormO.htm

Welcome to "Ask Jack”

http://www.usatodaz.com/weather/asjack/wi ackl.htm

Web Earth Science for Teachers
htgp:/lwww.gsatoday.com/wcather/wteach.htm

The Martian Sun -Times
htgp://www.atmos.uiuc.edu

Guide to Hurricane Information :
http://www.usatoday.com/weather/whur().htm
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Project VISION (Very Intensive Scientific Intercurricular On-Site Education): Using
Technology to Enhance the Science and Math Curriculum in the Middle Schools

Dr. Gustavo A. Roig & Mr. Jorge Nosti
Florida International University
Diversity and International Programs
College of Engineering
Center for Engineering and Applied Sciences
10555 West Flagler Street
Miami, FL 33174
305-348-3700 (Roig)
305-348-6267 (Nosti)
305-348-6188
gus@eng.fiu.edu
jorge@eng.fiu.edu
http://www.eng.fiu.edu/vision
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Introduction:

The nation is experiencing severe changes in its national economy as a result of the world’s continuing
transformation into a global market. Greater numbers of scientists, mathematicians, and engineers will be
required if our nation is to remain competitive in an increasingly technology-driven world economy. In
recent educational surveys, our nation has been shown as trailing behind most of the industrialized nations in
the quality of science and math education provided at the elementary, middle and senior high school levels.
Comparison of test scores with those of other nations proves that our students’ foundation in science and
mathematics is greatly inferior. Without a quality science and mathematics background, our nation’s
students start their academic careers at a dlsadvantagfﬁxg/hen compared to the students from other



industrialized nations. This disparity will eventuélly lead to a national shortage of highly qualified scientists -

engineers, and mathematicians.

Another fact about our nation is that it has one of the best, if not the best higher educational system in the ==
world. The large numbers of students from foreign countries who flock to enroll in our nation’s institutions

of higher learning attest to this fact. Our higher education system is an asset that we must harness for the =7
benefit of those students still in the beginning stages of their academic careers. -
In addition to the institutions of higher learning, our nation has another valuable asset that can be utilized to
assist the public schools, the National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA). NASA, as mandated=?
by Congress and directed in its strategic mission, has developed a wealth of up-to-date educational
information and materials available for the public’s use. Project VISION plans to maximize the use of this —
information and materials by identifying, adopting, and then adapting them to the middle school curriculum’

(NASA’s Spacelink website address is http://spacelink.nasa.gov)

i

Project VISION strives t0 develop a methodology by which the resources of NASA and our higher
righter, more

education system can be tapped in order to assist the nation’s public schools in developing b

resourceful scientists, mathematicians, and engineers. Project VISION will develop a systemic approach to 1
solidifying an alliance among NASA, two institutions of higher learning, and two local public school
systems. The methods and successes, as well as failures, developed by this project will serve as a critical
guide to expanding these activities nation-wide. The extent of our educational crisis is such that 2 model

should be developed that could be replicated at every public school system in order to achieve the significa
results needed to overcome this crisis.

.Il\l \l‘

Il

Background:

)l

Project VISION (Very Intensive Scientific Intercurricular On-Site Education) is a joint effort among
NASA/John F. Kennedy Space Center, Florida International University, Universidad del Turabo.
Miami-Dade County Public Schools and the Caguas/Gurabo Public Schools in Puerto Rico. The project’s __
main mission is to institutionalize change among the middle school science and math teachers at

participating public middle schools.

Project VISION is tasked by the National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) to support the
President’s Executive Order 12821, Improving Mathematics and Science Education in Support of the N
National Education Goals. The ability of the US to maintain leadership in the world economy depends in ﬁ
part on its ability as a Nation to educate and train talented scientists and engineers. This process must begin

as early as Kindergarten, or even SOoner.

In order for college students to succeed in careers in science, math or engineering, they must first be
prepared at the precollege level. This preparation must include instilling motivation and enthusiasm for the
subject matter, as well as producing an in-depth understanding of the principles of mathematics and scienci_
Project VISION attempts to achieve these requisites, and at the same time, institutionalize the correlating
methodology that produce these achievements through the use of learning modules with their hands-on anc

minds-on activities.

The use of learning modules that require hands-on and minds-on activities in a classroom setting gamers
great enthusiasm and motivation on the part of the target students for the understanding of the lesson’s

underlying math and science principles. With this enthusiasm and motivation, comes acceptance, attention,
discipline, acquiescence, and collaboration. Additionally, the use of hands-on activities may also require
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learning through a gamut of senses. Not only can the student use his/her eyes and ears during these activities,
but most times, they can also use their senses of touch, smell, and taste, as well as intuition. Learning is,
therefore, achieved using most or all the senses. The combination of motivation/enthusiasm and the use of
multiple senses creates an ideal environment conducive to learning at a profound level.

The importance of this project is not its ability to achieve by itself these sets of conditions that will result in
better prepared students. Its importance lies in the fact that the project strives to institutionalize these
conditions among the participating public school teachers, so as to establish an enduring system of
experimentation and hands-on activities that will last long after the project’s termination.

The project did not need to generate any new educational materials to fulfill its mission. Rather, Project
VISION has used the vast quantities of high quality learning modules, hands-on experiments and additional
educational materials available at NASA (http://spacelink.nasa.gov) and other scientific depositories. The
project identified, adopted, adapted, tested and then implemented those learning modules that best met the
needs and capabilities of the target student and teacher populations. The project also provided the
participating teachers with training on the use of computer technology and on accessing the Internet.

Both Florida International University and the Universidad del Turabo "adopted” middle schools to
participate in this project. During the first year of operations, the project focused on 7h grade science and
math teachers, as well as all the 7P grade students. During the second year, this project will be expanded to
include the 61 and 8t (8" and 9™ grades in Puerto Rico) science and math teachers, as well as the students

from those grades.

The Project VISION staff implemented three two learning modules with each participating science and math
teacher. These teachers served as both assistants and observers during the first two implementations. During
the third implementation, the teacher worked alone to identify, adopt, adapt, test and implement learning
modules on his/her own. The result is the institutionalization of the process of bringing learning modules,
with their hands-on and minds-on activities, from the Internet to the classroom curriculum. Each of these
teachers now have access to unlimited quantities of educational materials/learning modules to complement
or supplement their regular class curriculums. Project VISION has even established a website that contains
links to hundreds of learning modules the project’s staff located on the Internet

(http://www .eng.fiu.edw/vision). These links are grouped by educational level, and by subject (math or
science). Additionally, they have also been classified according to the Competency Based Curriculum (CBC)

of the Miami-Dade County Public Schools. Plans are being made to also classify them according to the

national educational students so as to serve the entire national community of teachers and students.

Project VISION’s Major Goals and Objectives:
The following are the major goals and objectives of Project VISION:

1. Develop a model of collaboration between the NASA/John F. Kennedy Space Center, public school
systems, industry representatives, science and math public middle school teachers, public middle
school students, two institutions of higher leaming, and faculty and students from science,

mathematics, education, and engineering disciplines.
2. Enhance the public middle school science and mathematics curriculum through the use of NASA

electronic resources and educational materials, as well as other sources.
3. Empower the public school teachers by enhancing their understanding of mathematics and science
principles and by enhancing their science and math curriculum through the use of state-of-the-art

materials integrated within their teaching metl12<>6cl7ology.
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4. Establish greater participation in existing academic competitions (i.e. Science Fairs, SECME District =
Olympiads, etc.).

5. Increase the average scores in science and math subjects, as well as in the regular classes, and increase _
the overall average scores in the standardized tests.

6. Increased parental involvement in the educational process of their middle school children in orderto .
foster a greater sense of motivation and responsibility within the children. .

7. Expose the middle school students to examples of real industry professionals/ mentors so as that they
can see, first-hand, the rewards and challenges of a professional career in science and engineering.

i
m

The Project VISION Training Methodology

Project VISION provides training for the science and math teachers at participating public school consistent
with the use of learning modules, with their hands-on and minds-on activities. The learning modules
selected were derived from a variety of sources, mostly from the Internet, from the areas of math and
science, based on the level and capabilities of the intended target student audience as well as in deference to
the preferences of the participating teachers and school administrators. The Project VISION Training
Methodology consists of three components: Learning Modules, Personnel, and the Training Process.

[

Learning Modules

A basic premise of Project VISION is that there already exists sufficient educational materials (learning
modules) in all the data repositories of the federal, state, and local governments, at public and private
libraries, and at public and private universities, to compliment almost every subject, for every level of study

from Kindergarten through 12th grade. Therefore, it is not that there is a lack of learning modules that
prevents local public school systems and teachers from incorporating them, with their hands-on activities or
experiments, into the regular academic curriculum. Instead, it is a combination of not knowing where these
learning modules are to be found, not knowing how to access them, not knowing where they fit into the
competency based curriculum (CBC) or equivalent educational standards, and not knowing how to adapt
these learning modules for use in the classroom. Itis precisely at this point where the activities of Project

VISION couples existing educational resources with prevailing needs in order to create an enhanced science

o Al

_and mathematics curriculum.

The process began with the formation of clusters or teams consisting of a university professor, a university
student, a public middle school teacher, and the Teacher Trainer. The university student, under the direction
and supervision of the university faculty, sought potential learning modules on the internet or other
electronic or printed sources. An excellent location of potential learning modules is the NASA Spacelink
website located at the following Internet address: http://spacelink.nasa.gov/.index.html. This site provides
thousands of excellent leamming modules, and also has links with hundreds of other sites that have similar

high quality educational materials. -

I

g

{

The university students searched for learning modules that were appropriate for the grade level, subject and
topics that are part of the competency based curriculum (CBC) of the target student audience. Once a
potential learning module was identified, and its appropriateness was determined, then it was adopted for
this project. This learning module may have needed a few modifications, such as class exercises, homework,

etc.. therefore, it was adapted or refined accordingly. N )

[

Once the leaning module has been adapted to meet the requirements of the CBC, it is then ready to be
tested. However, before the testing can begin, the cluster meets to coordinate the location, date and time
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where the learning module will be presented. Once these specifics are established, the public school teacher
becomes familiar with the material that will be presented. Before the learning module is presented, the
public school teacher presents to the students the theoretical background or material related to the module,
and which is provided in the students’ regular science or math textbook. The students are also given reading
materials beforehand which compliments the materials and activities that will be presented in the learning

module.

During pilot testing, the learning module was presented by the university faculty and/or university student to
a classroom of students at the public middle school. In attendance was also the public school teacher, the
university student/faculty, and the Teacher Trainer. While the faculty/student makes the presentation, the
other team members assist and observe the flow of the presentation and the hands-on activities. They make
notes of any needed changes or corrections that will make the learning module more effective. After the
presentation, the cluster members meet to finalize any changes that are deemed necessary. The changes are
incorporated into the learning module and it is then finalized. At this point, there is a fully adapted learning
module available for use by the Teacher Trainer for use in the training process. The project has accumulated
a large listing of learning modules identified for this purpose and has created its own website with links to
these learning modules. The website address for Project VISION is http://www.eng.fiu.edu/vision.

Personnel

In order to perform the training, the following personnel will be involved at one stage or another. These
individuals perform a specific

Public School Teacher: This is the individual towards which the training is directed. For the purposes of this
prograrm, this teacher should instruct math and/or science classes at the participating public school. The
teacher should already be familiar with computer software and hardware, and should be able to access and
navigate the Internet with ease. If not, an additional training component in this area could be offered to bring

his/her skills up to requirements for this program.

‘Teacher Trainer: This is the individual who will perform the actual training and evaluation. The individual
selected for this position should, ideally, be an experienced teacher, preferably with a Ph.D. in Education or
Pedagogy. The Teacher Trainer will present the first learning module alone, the second in collaboration with
the public school teacher, and will serve as an observer during the third learning module presentation.

This is the individual who assists the Teacher Trainer to obtain the necessary materials
coordinate the hands-on activities, and serves as a general

the goal of this training program is that each teacher can present
e of two trainers may belay this in the mind of the teacher,

the presence of the Training Assistant is important and does not disavow the program’s assumption of
individual accomplishment. Rather, the Training Assistant allows the Teacher Trainer to be able to conduct
observation that will allow for evaluation to take place. Therefore, the Teacher Trainer’s valuable time is
freed for conducting evaluations, and not spent on procuring supplies and other, more menial tasks.

Training Assistant;
and supplies, present the learning module,

assistant during the entire process. Though
learning modules on his/her own, and the presenc

The Training Process

The Learning Module Training Process consists of 8 steps as follows:

o Step 1: Consultation and Coordination
269
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Step 2: Learning Module 1 - Pre-presentation Classroom Preparation

Step 3: Learning Module 1 — Presentation (Initial Learning Module)

[+
o Step 4: Learning Module 2 — Pre-presentation Classroom Preparation
o Step 5: Learning Module 2 — Presentation (Pre-Solo Learning Module) -
o Step 6: Learning Module 3 — Pre-presentation Classroom Preparation _
-
o Step 7: Lgaming Module 3 - Presentation (Solo Learning Module)
o Step 8: Evaluation and Feedback =
Step 1: Consultation and Coordination -
During this initial step in the training system, the Teacher Trainer and the participating public school teacher —
meet to discuss delivery schedules, choose two learning modules (Initial and Pre-Solo) and coordinate other -
matters.
-
Step 2: Learning Module 1 (Initial) - Pre-presentation Classroom Preparation
In step 2, the public school teacher presents to the target classroom the theoretical information that correlates -
with the subject matter of the learning module. This background materials s obtained from the assigned . __
textbook, the leaming module, or other sources of information that the teacher would normally use for class ;.E—
lectures. The Teacher Trainer is present solely as an observer during this first pre-presentation class. The
public school teacher will be engaged in three learning modules. Each Jearning module will be divided into
two sections: Pre-presentation Classroom Preparation and the Presentation. During each of the three B
Pre-presentation Classroom Preparations, the teacher presents the theoretical background on the subject =
matter to be presented during the learning modules. This preparation material and information is obtained -
from the assigned class textbook, handouts, or other SOurces. This pre : -
Step 3: Learning Module 1 (Initial) - Presentation é
In this step, the Teacher Trainer and an assistant present the learning module to the target classroom. This
presentation includes the hands-on activities that involve all the students in the classroom. The public school 3
teacher serves as an observer during this presentation. However, the responsibility for class discipline
remains with the public school teacher. The supplies and materials needed for this activity are obtained and _
funded by Project VISION. ’ =
Step 4: Learning Module 2 (Pre-Solo) - Pre-presentation Classroom Preparation -
During this next step, the public school teacher presents to the target classroom the theoretical information —
that correlates with the subject matter of the second learning module. Again, this background materialis &
obtained from the assigned textbook, the learning module, or any other sources chosen by the teacher. The
Teacher Trainer is not present during this pre-presentation class. =

270



i

(A VR Y NS IS TN TIT . v

(¢

(i

Step 5: Learning Module 2 (Pre-Solo) - Presentation

In this step, the Teacher Trainer and the public school teacher present the learning module to the target
classroom jointly. This presentation should be a team effort involving both individuals. The responsibility
for class discipline remains with the public school teacher. The supplies and materials needed for this
activity are obtained by the public school teacher, but are funded by Project VISION.

Step 6: Learning Module 3 (Solo) - Pre-presentation Classroom Preparation

During this next step, the public school teacher presents to the target classroom the theoretical information
that correlates with the subject matter of the third and final learning module. Again, this background
material is obtained from the assigned textbook, the learning module, or any other sources chosen by the
teacher. The Teacher Trainer is not present during this pre-presentation class.

Step 7: Learning Module 3 (Solo) - Presc;};tation

In this step, the public school teacher presents the iéaﬁiihg module to the target classroom. The Teacher

Trainer is present during the presentation, but only serves as an observer and guide. The responsibility for
class discipline remains with the public school teacher. The supplies and materials needed for this activity
are obtained by the public school teacher and are funded by Kinloch Middle School.

Step 8: Evaluation and Feedback

In the last step of the training system, the Teacher Trainer provides the public school teacher with feedback
concerning his/her performance during the learning module presentations. The feedback is provided in a
fully professional manner, and an evaluation is provided to the teacher that list the possible strengths and
weaknesses observed. If requested, the Teacher Trainer may provide the administration of the participating
school with confidential and specific written results based upon observation and evaluation conducted

during the training

Additional Obligations of the Participating Middle School

The participating middle school will be responsible for funding the materials and supplies needed for the
third learning module for each teacher trained. This is a very important component of the training process.
The public school teachers, as well as the school’s administration and staff, must become experienced in the
financial aspect (budgeting, purchasing, reimbursing, allocating, etc.) of presenting learning modules at the
school. In order for this activity to be institutionalized, all persons involved in supporting the presentation of
learning modules at the school must become familiar with every step of the financing learning modules in
order to achieve successful results. Therefore, procedures and routines must be established

Conclusion:

With the advent of the Internet, the first step in providing instantaneous, low-cost, and standardized
educational materials to all parts of the nation has been achieved. Building upon the Internet, many federal
and state agencies, as well as public and private institﬁif)ns have created and compiled outstandiag



repositories of high quality education materials, with their hands-on and minds-on activities, that can be
used to enrich local classroom curriculums. This enriching process may make the difference between
producing students with a standard or mediocre understanding of the principles of math and science, or
students who have mastered these areas and have the potential, as well as the motivation to become the next

generation of scientists, mathematicians, engineers and leaders.
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H yf;ermedia and the Textbook Teaching C++

Mr. Curtis Sollohub
New Mexico Highlands University
Computer Science Dept.
901 National Avenue
Las Vegas, NM 87701
505-454-3302
curtis@cs.nmhu.edu

I. The Late Age of Print

In his book, Writing Space, Jay David Bolter (1991) talks about "the late age of print." He argues that we
will soon witness the end of the book as a bound collection of paper pages with a preset beginning and end.
What will take its place will be the electronic book, without a necessarily fixed content, order, or boundary.
In the electronic book, the content can be modified by author or even by reader as needs be, the order will
depend on how the reader chooses to follow a set of hypertext links (an extension of the links we see in
Internet web documents), and the boundaries will be shattered by hypertext links that reach beyond the
immediate document under consideration. This paper discusses the implications of this notion with regards
to the textbook and presents the rudimentary beginnings of such a text to teach the programming language
Ct++.

The traditional printed textbook emphasizes the author as expert and the reader as passive recipient of that
expertise. In such a book, the author’s expertise often shines through and the instructor can get excited about
the possibility of using the product of the author’s efforts. At the same time, given the ways of professorship,
the instructor usually finds aspects of the text that are not ‘quite right’ and wishes that the good could be
borrowed while the inappropriate is discarded.

The student has a different experience of such a text. Ironically, the author’s expertise often gets in the way

of student usage of the material. The student reader is confronted with a hardbound volume, with well-laid

out, authoritative text and figures. Such a book becomes something to revere, not something to read
nucally and mark up, let alone modlfy

Computer-based hypermedia changes the relationship between writer and reader. The nature of the text
almost requires that the reader be an active participant, as reading becomes an exploration. Each click of the
mouse to follow a link is a decision by the reader. The more links, the more decisions. The reader can

choose to:

¢ Sllow along in the physical order laid out by the author
¢ review already explored material

* consider an example

* explore an alternative explanation

® skip to a summary

® call up a tutorial

¢ send email to the instructor.

On a more practical level, a section can be printed out, marked up, and even modified as the student
295



struggles to understand the material and rephrase it in his or her own words.

For instructors, such a text can easily become a collaborative effort, with each instructor choosing which ™

sections to accept as a whole, which to modify, and which to completely rewrite. The ‘same’ text can have

multiple paths as instructor-authors add their own contributions. _
]

As envisioned here, such a text would be delivered via some kind of computer. In the future, this computer
would be a variation of the laptop, with wireless access to a ‘library’ containing any number of ‘books’
available for downloading. Such technology is not generally available yet and there are serious challenges to
overcome. One of these is the fact that with the present technology the average person takes in computer text
250, slower than text on a page. Likewise, reading from a screen seems to cause more eyestrain.

]

a i

There is a further, perhaps more important issue. If one accepts the notion that "the media is the message”
and its implication that each type of media makes it easier to present certain ‘truths’ and harder to present
others, will the hypermedia text change the very nature of what material is presented and how it is
presented? To explore these questions, the author of this paper has written a set of web-based documents to
teach C++. The materials include a ‘narrative’ on C++, reference materials, programming patterns, and
examples. He is presently working on tutorials on key topics. All of this is available on the web at the
following address: http://cs.nmhu.edu/personal/curtis/cslhtmlﬁles/Cplusintro.htm L

al

The Fall of 1998 represents the third semester that this material has been used in the classroom. Results so
far indicate both the promise and the problems with such material. The next section describes the text and

the third section describes some of the preliminary results.

wiri

II. Teaching C++ in the Late Age of Print

Students come to a text with different goals. Some already know at least part of the material and want to
start in the middle. Others are looking for a reference document, especially if they have studied the material
before. Some know that they learn best from examples and prefer to start with such and move to more
detailed explanations later. Still others need a carefully crafted guide with plenty of ‘story’ and metaphor.

LI

This last group is really many groups. A ‘guidebook’ can be written in many different ways, with each way
preferred by a different type of student. To what extent should pictures and diagrams be included? How
should the topics be ordered? At what point should key abstractions be introduced and how thoroughly?
What level of mathematics should be included in the discussion? What types of metaphors and analogies
should be used? What learning styles (visual, tactile, or auditory) should be emphasized and how? No single

print-oriented text can possibly meet the needs or expectations of all its readers. It does seem, however, that &

attempts have been made to do just that, and elsewhere (http://cs.nmhu.edu/persona]/curtis/txtconcp.htm),

the author has argued that the cumbersome length of some C++ texts can be explained by attemipts to meet  —
' S =

all these needs and expectations.

It is important to understand that what is being advocated here is not a specific pedagogy. The point is not to
follow, for example, a problem- or case-based approach. Nor is this a discussion about the importance of
rigor, about which programming language to teach, or about whether to present an object-based or functional
approach to programming. Rather, it concerns the need to sort out the various demands of a textbook. and

give each aspect its due.

To that end, the material to teach C++ described here is really a set of distinct documents, connected =
internally and externally via links. The first of these has the working title "The Stry of C++." At present, ™
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this is the longest of the documents. It acts as a narrative description of the material in C++ and has the
flavor of a traditional textbook except that its chapters and sections are connected via web links. Such links
also connect this material to the other documents in this set.

A second document goes under the working title "The Essentials of C++." This represents an easy to read
manual of the basic constructs of the language. Again, each section contains links to other sections and other

documents.

A third key document is a set of examples that one could read through as a text. Many of the examples
include just enough explanation that a reader with good programming skills and a knack for learning from
examples could use this material as the primary learning tool.

This last document is not complete at this writing. However, even as it presently stands, it represents one of
the many potential routes being developed for student exploration. Other examples include:

* a set of on-line tutorials using an off the shelf computer-based training (CBT) development tool,
Asymetrix :

¢ animations and game-based approaches

¢ audio explanations.

While some documents are more finished than others, it is the nature of hypertext that none of the

~ documents are truly completed. For example, a complete re-write of one of the chapters of "The Story of

C++" is being completed now. It is envisioned not as a replacement for the present chapter but as an
alternative reading. At present, students can either read or = or both of the versions. Later, after it has been
determined which approach works better with which type of student, the two variations could be preceded
by a description that allows students to choose which approach they want to start with.

II1. Preliminary Results

Students seem to like the web-based approach described here but there is a learning curve to its effective
use. Many students seem to end up reading "The Story of C++" while ignoring the rest of the material. This
is similar to reading a regular text while ignoring all the appendices and other supporting materials. To
counter this practice, this semester the author will include discussion of how to use the material in the lab

sessions.

At this point, most students still buy a printed copy of the materials. In the first versions of the material there
was little difference in content between the on-line and printed versions; the main difference was the links.
Now, however, as more material has been added that is not being printed and as the web of links has grown,
there is a significant difference in the two products. Students need to understand what the on-line version
provides and, again, education is the . .swer. In addition, to accommodate students who do not have web
access at home or wherever they use a computer, a CD-ROM version of the complete set of documents is

being made available.

Because the on-line version is free while the printed version costs, the Computer Science department has
been forced to make a rule prohibiting printing of the text in the lab. Most students respect this and don’t
complain. A few, however, have simply gone to a computer lab outside the Computer Science department

and printed as much of th =xt as they wanted.

HTML is a limited form of hypertext and as such does not allow for complete exploration of the medium.
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For example, it has proven difficult to link in quality CBT modules and high quality graphics. Likewise, one
does not have sophisticated control over the presentation of links. On the reader’s side, it is not easy get an
overview of the document web. Student’s traversing the space often desire such a ‘map’. Other hypertext
products, such as "StorySpace,” (http://www.eastgate.com/Storyspace.html), provide these capabilities and
are actively being considered for future iterations of this material.

Advantages for the on-line version include the following:

e The student can cut and paste any piece of code found in the material directly into a program editor.
This encourages students to borrow and explore code as opposed to simply reading it.

o The same cut-and-paste capability allows students to create their own set of notes by cutting out key
material and mixing it with their own rephrasings. One way to encourage this rephrasing is by
requiring that students submit electronic journal entries involving the rephrasing of the material. This
can be seen as a logical extension of the notion of a book without boundaries.

e The material is available anywhere one has access to a networked computer. Students in the lab can
access what they are looking for even if they have forgotten their text.

e Since web browsers include document search capabilities, it is possible to locate references to specific
concepts whether or not they are included in an index.

IV. Summary

No quantitative studies have been completed yet on how well students perform using this material. It is not
complete enough yet to do so. The author is personally focusing on adding tutorial modules and on
designing high-quality graphics as explanations of abstract and conceptually difficult material. He is also
actively recruiting other instructors of C++ 1o participate in this effort. Anyone interested should contact
Curtis Sollohub at curtis@cs.nmhu.edu. To explore the material described here, goto: ' '
"http://cs.nmhu.edw/personal/curtis/cs1 htmlifiles/cs 1text.htm".
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