


growth of E-mail; shown above 
is a screen shot illustrating 
the mail filters in the software 
product Clarity Rapport. 

Clarity's program helps users 
compose complex rules for 
managing their E-mail. The 
user defines rules based on the 
"header fields" of a mail 
message - the sender and his 
title, subject, date and other 
pertinent data. With a simple 
graphical interface, the user can 
then set conditions on the 
fields, followed by actions to 
be taken on completion of 
the conditions. Example: a 
person going on vacation could 
set his mail program to filter 
out junk mail and forward or 
file other mail depending on 
its importance. 

Clarity saved time and 
money by using CLIPS rather 
than developing a comparable 

tool. Says company engineer 
Terry Cline, "Without CLIPS we 
would have had to write our 
own rule engine because there 
were not a lot of tools of this 
type that could be embedded in 
an application." Use of CLIPS 
enabled Clarity to push its 
product to the market faster 
and gain a competitive edge. 

A third example of CLIPS' 
utility is its use by the CAD 
(Computer Aided Design) 
Research Unit at California 
Polytechnic State University, 
which is developing software to 
automate the complicated and 
costly process of consultation 
and revision among architects, 
structural engineers and other 
specialists involved in home or 
office building design. The 
effort is being sponsored by 
computer companies, among 
them Accugraph Corporation, 
El Paso, Texas. 

Under the direction of 
Dr. Jens Pohl, the CAD 
research team has developed 
a system called ICADS (Intelli- 
gence Computer Aided Design 
cystem). ICADS consists of - 

number of expert systems 
developed through use of 
CLIPS. 

ICADS is designed to run 
under Accugraph's Mountain- 
Top CAD and Graphic Informa- 
tion Management Software 
(below). MountainTop 
provides the graphics environ- 
ment for ICADS. The electronic 
"experts" monitor the designs 
of the architect and offer 
suggestions, comments and 
information. Some of the 
experts that can be consulted 
under ICADS are a structural 
analyst, lighting expert, cost 
advisor and acoustical consul- 
tant. The experts advise the 
architect as he is designing, 
allowing him to avoid mistakes 
that could cause major revi- 
sions. Accugraph is planning 
to incorporate this form of arti- 
ficial intelligence into future 
releases of MountainTop and 
CLIPS will be used to create 
the expert systems. 
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