
St()ne & Webster Engineering Corporation, Boston,

Massachusetts pr()vides engineering services to the

p()wer plant and pr()('ess industries in the U.S. and

abr()ad, including design, c()nstructi(m and consulting
w()rk ()n c()al-l)()were(t, hy(tr()electric and nuclear

t)()wer t)Iants. The ac(:()mI)anying ph()tos picture

c()nstru(:ti()n <)ta nuclear p<)wer plant at Millstone,

(',<)nnecti(:ut, <)no <)I"several nuclear facilities designed

t)y St()ne & Wet)ster with the aid of a NASA-developed

('()mt)uter t)r()gram.

()ne phase in the (tesign ()fa nu('lear power plant

inv()Ives ('()mt)uter analyses t() qualify sal'ety-relate(t

equiI)ment at the temperatures it would experience

sh()ul(t an a(:(:i(tent ()(:(:ut: For such analyses, Stone

& Wet)ster uses a t)r()gram called TAP-A ((;()reputing

_Dansient ()r Stea(ty State Temt)erature Distribution).

TAt)-A was ()riginally (tevel()ped as part ()I'a NASA

investigation into the potential of nuclear power for

space launch vehicles. Stone & Webster reports that,

the company sele(:ted _IAP-A be('ause it is relatively

easy to use, produces accurate results and is not

expensive to run.

Stone & Webster_ use ()1 _IAP-A exemplifies a

NASA service to industry provided by the Computer

Software Management and Information Center

(C()SMIC):_O, located at the University o1" Georgia.

C()SMIC supplies computer programs, originally

developed by NASA and other technology-generating

agencies ()1" the g()vernment, that can be a(tapte(t

t() secondary usage; thus, business and industrial

cust()mers of COSMI(; (:an save the time and

expense ()f developing entirely new s()ftware.

"_)('()SMI(" is a r('_isI(T('(l Ira(l('Inark ()f Ih(' Nati()_ml A(T()nauli(',_

an(I ,El)a(-(, A(lminislrali()n.
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