
Bulb-Miser You probably have noticed that most 
light bulbs fail when you flick on the light switch. 
That's because the initial impact of the full 
current is too much for the cold filament. A new 
product called the Bulb-Miser* provides the 
answer to a problem for large quantity bulb 
users. It acts as a thermal shock absorber and 
lets the filament heat up slowly to prevent 
burnout. The result: an average increase in bulb 
life of 300 percent. 

The Bulb-Miser was developed during 
NASA's Apollo program to protect the Saturn 
launch vehicle from electrical current surge. It is 
now being produced for the commercial market 
by Bulb-Miser, Inc., Houston, Texas. 

Technically known as a "temperature 
compensating thermistor," the Bulb-Miser is a 
simple, inexpensive device which looks like a 
washer about the size of a quarter. It is slipped 
between bulb and socket and can be used with 
any incandescent bulb that screws into a stand- 
ard socket. In addition to delaying burnout, the 
Bulb-Miser also offers some reduction of electri- 
cal energy. But the economy of the device goes 
beyond energy use or bulb cost; to big users of 
bulbs, it makes possible substantially lower 
maintenance labor costs. One field test involv- 
ing an apartment complex showed that it took 
two men 30 man hours monthly to replace light 
bulbs; after Bulb-Miser installation only nine 
man hours a month were needed. 

Bulb-Misers are used not only in private 
homes but also by hospitals, schools, hotels and 
motels, restaurants, banks and firms providing 
contract maintenance for large outdoor electric 
signs. The broadest use is in industrial facilities; 
the list of big companies which have purchased 
the Bulb-Miser reads like a Who's Who of 
American industry. 
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