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Crashing neutron stars can make gamma-ray burst jets

Neutron stars

Masses: 1.5 suns
Diameters: 17 miles (27 km)
Separation: 11 miles (18 km)

Magnetic fields

Simulation begins

7.4 milliseconds

13.8 milliseconds

Black hole forms
Mass: 2.9 suns

Horizon diameter: 5.6 miles (9 km)

Jet-like
magnetic field

15.3 milliseconds

11.5

11.0

10.5

21.2 milliseconds

26.5 milliseconds

Credit: NASA/AEI/ZIB/M. Koppitz and L. Rezzolla
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