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Abstract: Poster

Scientists play an integral role in the development of climate literacy skills — for both
teachers and students alike. By partnering with local scientists, teachers can gain valuable
insights into the science practices highlighted by the Next Generation Science Standards
(NGSS), as well as a deeper understanding of cutting-edge scientific discoveries and
local impacts of climate change. For students, connecting to local scientists can provide a
relevant connection to climate science and STEM skills.

Over the past two years, the Climate Voices Science Speakers Network
(climatevoices.org) has grown to a robust network of nearly 400 climate science speakers
across the United States. Formal and informal educators, K-12 students, and community
groups connect with our speakers through our interactive map-based website and invite
them to meet through face-to-face and virtual presentations, such as webinars and
podcasts. But creating a common language between scientists and educators requires
coaching on both sides. In this presentation, we will present the “nitty-gritty” of setting
up scientist-educator collaborations, as well as the challenges and opportunities that arise
from these partnerships. We will share the impact of these collaborations through case
studies, including anecdotal feedback and metrics.
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