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“Air-Launch,” as defined for this paper ...

* two or more air-vehicles* joined and working together, that
eventually separate in flight, and that have a combined performance

greater than the sum of the individual parts.

* The definition of “air-vehicles” includes, but is not limited to: airplanes
(powered and unpowered), airships, blimps, balloons, space launch vehicles,
and munitions, so long as those munitions are integrated into a guided air-
vehicle. This definition of air-launch specifically excludes release of unguided

munitions (i.e., dumb bombs dropped from an aircraft).
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The Gliders of WWII:

Nation Approximate Number Produced during WWI|I
Germany 4000

Britain 2200, plus 740 CG-4s imported from the U.S.
Japan 300

Soviet Union 400

United States 16,000
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