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The key to the vicarious calibration of historical satellites relies on 
invariant targets, such as the moon, Dome C, and deserts. Deep 
convective clouds (DCC) also show promise of being a stable invariant 
or predictable target viewable by all satellites, since they behave as 
solar diffusers. However DCC have not been well characterized for 
calibration. Ten years of well-calibrated MODIS is now available. DCC 
can easily be identified using IR thresholds, where the IR calibration 
can be traced to the onboard blackbodies. The natural variability of 
DCC albedo will be analyzed geographically and seasonally, especially 
difference of convection initiated over land or ocean. 


