
HIGH VALUE RISK TARGETS IN HUMAN SYSTEM RISK   
D. M Buckland1,2, W. Anton3, E. Connell4 and M. Van Baalen1 

1NASA Johnson Space Center, 2101 NASA Parkway, Houston TX 77058 – 
dan.buckland@nasa.gov; mary.vanbaalen-1@nasa.gov  

2Duke University, Durham NC 27710 
3KBR, 2450 NASA Parkway, Houston, TX 77058 – wilma.anton@nasa.gov  

4Leidos, 2450 NASA Parkway, Houston, TX 77058 – erin.s.connell@nasa.gov  
 
 

ABSTRACT 
 
The Human System Risk Board (HSRB) has the overall responsibility for tracking the evolution 
of the top ~30 human system risks that it has identified to be associated with human spaceflight. 
The Board is also charged with maintaining a consistent, integrated process to mitigate those 
risks, and developing evidence-based risk posture recommendations. Each Risk Custodian 
Team (RCT) identifies High Value Risk Mitigation Targets (HVRMT) that have the highest 
likelihood or greatest impact in reducing their risk. These typically include areas where there are 
major gaps in knowledge or capability; or other targets that promise to yield returns worthy of 
investments in time, money and other resources by stakeholders interested in reducing Human 
System Risk. As part of the review of each risk the Board members consider and discuss the 
HVRMT statements, which are then approved by the Board Chair. High Value Risk Mitigation 
Targets can include research activities funded by the Human Research Program, but often 
involve recommending standards, monitoring, or other operational goals to reduce risk. This 
presentation will discuss common themes and highlights of the approved HVRTs to inform IWS 
attendees and the wider research community.  
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