Status and Future of the FACT Network in the Northern Indian River Lagoon
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Continued expansion of passive acoustic telemetry networks is allowing the movements of aquatic animals to be monitored over ever-larger distances and extended time periods. From modest beginnings in east-central Florida, the collaborative FACT Network has grown into one of the largest animal tracking networks in the world, with partners working throughout the southeastern US, Bahamas, and Caribbean. In the IRL region, tracking stations deployed across a continuum of habitats are revealing the behavior and habitat needs of our region’s most valuable sportfish, shark, and sea turtle species. This talk will summarize the status of the FACT Network as of 2022. Several ongoing and upcoming studies in the Canaveral region will be highlighted including those designed to understand the export of economically valuable sportfish from protected waters of Kennedy Space Center, inshore-offshore movements of spawning red drum, seasonal migrations of coastal sharks, and habitat use of juvenile IRL sea turtles.   

