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The James Webb Space Telescope (Webb) is a large, infrared space telescope that recently 
completed its on-orbit commissioning activities and will now embark on the first year of 
approved science. Its architecture includes many first-of-its-kind innovations for space, 
including a segmented primary mirror that is 6.6 m in diameter and a 5-layer sunshield used to 
passively cool the telescope and its four science instruments. Although Webb had an extensive 
test program, the system-level performance often relied on predictions based on integrated 
modeling, using conservative factors for the model uncertainties and primarily focusing on 
evaluating the performance requirements at end of life. A set of commissioning activities were 
designed for a system-level characterization of the performance. This proceeding will provide 
the status of the mission, including a discussion of the major events, on-orbit system 
performance, and early science highlights. 
 


