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	While prevention of launch and on-orbit collisions has been an institutional concern of NASA for several decades (beginning with the Shuttle program), historically the paucity of space actors and deployed payloads made the conduct of such protection activities relatively straightforward.  With the substantial increases in launched payloads over the last several years, collision avoidance operations have become substantially more complicated.  At the same time, many operators are uncertain regarding what collision avoidance activities are appropriate to their missions.  The lack of a space traffic management authority to articulate standards and guidelines for such conduct has only increased the confusion.

	In response to this situation, NASA has published a Spacecraft Conjunction Assessment and Collision Avoidance Handbook, which articulates and explains the launch and on-orbit collision avoidance best practices that the Agency has developed and is requiring of present and future NASA missions.  Because the CA2 Handbook is a living document regularly updated to reflect best practices changes as the industry develops, feedback from both NASA missions and other users is continuously collected in order to issue CA2 Handbook updates.

	This talk will summarize and explain the collision avoidance best practices from the CA2 Handbook, along with the key issues that drove the selection of those practices.  
