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Understanding the Needs of Airborne and Field
Data Users and Data Stewards
● March 2022:  Airborne & Field Data Workshop

○ Intentional community inclusion in planning to ensure 
needs are met

● Synthesis of participants’ feedback revealed major themes:
○ Significance of communication
○ Need for cross-DAAC consistency for data handling
○ Need for more efficient data discovery, access, and use
○ Request for provision of additional information & 

resources

● Summer 2022:  Earth Science Information Partners (ESIP) 
○ Prioritized needs, assessed based on cost/effort
○ Single entry for efficient data discovery, data access, 

user education, services hub, information and data 
documentation guidance
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workshop jamboard

Interactive ESIP session

Analyzed Feedback

https://www.earthdata.nasa.gov/esds/impact/admg/nasa-airborne-and-field-data-workshop


Community Input at ESIP 2023
● 2022 Workshop report Top Recommendations:

Create and Airborne and Field Resource Center, centralized 
within NASA Earthdata web presence

● July 2023 - ESIP participants ideate resource center concepts 
and potential content based on workshop feedback 
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● Interactive draft mock-ups:  Input via jamboards and physical sticky notes.

● Ideation session documented, synthesized, updates to AFRDC draft content

https://www.earthdata.nasa.gov/esds/impact/admg/nasa-airborne-and-field-data-workshop


NASA’s Airborne and Field Data Resource Center:
Site Components
● Introduction:  ESDS, ESDIS, NASA’s DAACs

● Learn About Data
○ ASP, ADMG, CASEI
○ Satellite sensor development, calibration/validation; 

physical process studies
○ Data formats, data standards and NASA ESCO

● Find & Access Data
○ Earthdata Search, CASEI
○ DAAC-produced resources:

■ Field Campaign Explorer (GHRC)
■ Airborne Data Visualizer (ORNL)
■ Soil Moisture Data Visualizer (ORNL)
■ Spatial Data Access Tool (ORNL)
■ Vertex - Data Search (ASF)
■ SubOrbital Order Tool (ASDC)
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● Using Data
○ User guides, micro articles
○ GitHub data recipes, tutorials 
○ Jupyter notebooks; Storymaps
○ APIs - Earthdata Developers Portal
○ Recorded and upcoming Webinars
○ Citation guidelines

● Archive Data
○ Overview of the formal processes for 

archiving Earth Science data within EOSDIS

● Help
○ Earthdata Forum, Earthdata Support
○ DAAC User services
○ ADMG

● Glossary & Acronym List



NASA’s Airborne 
and Field Data 
Resource Center:
Example Page View
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Identifying ESDS banner, 
Airborne and Field 
Specification

Primary section 
navigation buttons

Evolving sections for key 
concepts and resources

Single entry point for 
multiple ESDIS and 
DAAC-developed tools

● Easily navigable webpage, 
one-stop-shop for resources 
supporting the use, 
understanding, and stewardship 
of agency airborne and field 
observations

● Built in parallel with guidance 
from ESDS Web Unification and 
ESDIS Communications teams

← Scan to 
see the 
AFDRC 

now!
earthdata.nasa.gov/technology/airborne-and-field-data



NASA’s Airborne and Field Data Resource Center:
A Highly Collaborative Effort
● AFDRC is a coordinated, collaborative effort 

made possible by productive interactions across 
several groups:

○ ESDS

○ ESDIS

○ DAACs

○ NASA IMPACT / ADMG

○ ESDIS Communications Team

○ ESDS Web Unification Team

○ And many others!
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NASA’s Airborne 
and Field Data 
Resource Center

Contacts:

Sara.H.Lubkin@nasa.gov

Jennifer.L.Brennan@nasa.gov

Stephanie.M.Wingo@nasa.gov
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☺  Thank you!

← Scan to 
see the 
AFDRC 

now!
earthdata.nasa.gov/technology/airborne-and-field-data
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