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NATIONAL AERONAUTICS AND SPACE ADMINISTRATION 

MEMORANDUM2-l9-59A 

AN EXPERIMENTAL INVESTIGATION OF CIRCUIAR INTERNAL-

COMPRESSION INLETS WITH TRANSLATING CENTERBODIES 

EMPLOYING BqUNDARY-LAYER REMOVAL AT MACH 

NUMBERS FROM 0.85 TO 3.50* 

By Frank A. Pfyl and Earl C. Watson 

SUMMARY 

The performance characteristics of axially symmetric internal­
compression inlets with translating centerbodies are presented for a Mach 
number range of 0.85 to 3.5 and for Reynolds numbers between 0.6 and 5~2 
million (based on inlet diameter). The study chiefly concerns the effect 
of boundary-layer removal on the total-pressure recovery for a number of 
internal shapes. A limited amount of data shows the effect of flow­
deflector plates on angle-of-attack performance and data showing inlet 
flow distortion and unsteadiness characteristics also are included. 

Seven inlets were investigated and each is designated herein as 
either straight, ogival, or isentropic, according to the shape of its 
supersonic diffuser. The straight inlets were designed with internal 
surfaces having straight-line elements. The internal surfaces of the 
ogival inlet have contours which result from design considerations based 
on a one-dimensional flow analysis in conjunction with the re~uirement of 
a nearly linear pressure gradient. The isentropic inlets were designed 
by the method of characteristics to avoid the formation of internal shock 
waves. 

The results of the investigation showed that at Mach number 2.5 the 
pressure recovery of a straight inlet with zero boundary-layer removal was 
76 percent, whereas, with boundary-layer removal e~ual to approximately 
8 percent of the entering inlet mass flow the press'ure recovery was 88 per­
cent. Although different in internal shape, the best straight and isen,:", 
tropic inlets had approximately the same pressure recovery at Mach number 
2.5 when boundary-layer bleed was applied. However, in the case of the 
*Title, Unclassified 
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ogival inlet the pressure recovery was poorer than that of the straight and 
isentropic inlets. The initial·rate of pressure recovery decay with angle 
of attack for the straight inlets increased with increasing Mach number. 
With one inlet, a flow deflector plate was effective in. maintaining the 
pressure recovery up to at least 90 angle of attack, and it improved the 
total-pressure distribution. A study of the internal-pressure oscilla­
tions on two of the straight inlets showed that no air-flow unsteadin.ess 
occurred during supercritical inlet operation (terminal shock inside 
inlet). A test with one inle,t indicated that the-maximum obtainable 
pressure recovery generally increased with increasing values of Reynolds 
number from 2.7 to 5.2 million. 

INTRODUCTION 

Presented in reference 1 are the results of an exploratory experi­
mental investigation ofa type of internal-compression ,inlet which has a 
translating centerbody. The data showed that the pressure recovery was 
comparable to that for single-cone external-compression inlets and the 
discussion indicated that zero external wave drag was possible. Although 
such findings were gratifying, the analysis presented in reference 1 as 
well as subsequent studies of the data indicated certain deficiencies of 
the inlet which, if eliminated, could possibly improve the characteris­
tics considerably. For example, it was known from studies of total­
pressure measurements near the throat region that because of terminal­
shock-wave interactions, the boundary layer thickened excessively behind 
the wave and caused large total-pressure -losses. Also, an analysis of 
the data indicated that a constant-area section in the region of minimum­
flow area was desirable. Furthermore, studies of the internal lines of 
the inlet showed that small changes to the shape would possibly permit a 
sizable reduction in the starting Mach number of the inlet and hence an 
improvement in off-design characteristics'. Lastly, it was suspected that 
the pressure recovery of the inlet might be very sensitive to angle of 
attack. 

\ 

In conjunction with the above analyses, related studies of research 
efforts on other types of internal-compression inlets reported in ref­
erences 2 to 6 have shown that large benefits accrued from the use of 
boundary-layer removal and that the limits of maximum pressure recovery 
for internal-compression inlets were high with respect tO,those for 
external-compression inlets. Consequently, investigations of'the inlets 
of the type introduced in reference 1 designed to operate, ,up to Mach 
numbers of 2.5 were continued. The experimental studies, reported herein, 
have been exploratory in nature since a complete study could not be made 
of the many design variables believed to influence thecharacteristtcs of 
internal-compression inlets. Thus, although several modifications to the 
internal lines were investigated, only one type of boundary-layer-removal 
system and a single method for improving the angle-of-attack character­
istics were tested. 
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''i Several Ames facilities were used in ,the ,course of these investiga,-
tions to obtain data over a Mach number range from 0.85 to 3~5. 'Measure­
ments were made of t1;te total-pressure recovery at,a position where the 
compressor of a jet engine might be located, and in the region of the inlet 
throat. In addition measurements of the static-pressure fluctuations 
within the inlet were made. Although the principal portion of the data 
was' obtained at 00 angle of attack, some measurements were,made at angles 
of attack up to 120. In addition to the experimental measurements, a 
brief analysis of, the drag characteristics of the inlet which included 
considerations of the boundary-layer-removal system was made and is 
included herein. ' 

SYMBOLS 

A area, sq in. 

contraction ratio (the mlm.mum internal flow area at constant 
centerbody position divided by the area of the annulus at the 
lip leading edge) 

D annulus entrance diameter at the lip leading edge, in. 

local internal diameter of annulus, in. 

DB local diameter of centerbody, in. 

f frequency, cps 

Llongitudinal distance from the compressor station (positive 
direction downstream), in. 

mb mass of boundary-layer air removed 
moo PocAiVoo 

mi mass flow entering inlet 
moo p A.V 

00 l 00 

M Mach number 

Pttotal pressure, lb/sq ft 

6.15 root-mean square of the static-pressure fluctuations, lb/sq ft 
, 

R ReynoldS number, based on inlet diameter' 
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velocity, ft/sec 

iongitudinal distance from the annulus leading edge (positive 
. direction downstream), in. 

vertical distance from centerbody surface to probe divided by 
throat height at probe station 

angle of attack, deg 

mass density of air, slugs/cu ft 

Inlet Designations 

I isentropic inlets (design of internal shape to avoid the formation 
of shock. waves) 

o ogival inlet (internal contours designed to approximate a uniform 

P 

S 

longitudinal pressure gradient) 

inlet having holes in the centerbodyand annulus to provide per­
forated surfaces 

straight inlets (internal contours composed of straight-line 
elements) 

Subscripts 

c compressor entrance station 

i inlet station (lip leading edge) 

I local condition 

00 free-stream condition 

APPARATUS, MODEIS, AND PROCEDURE 

Test Facilities 

Three different facilities were used for.the investigation of the 
inlet models: the Ames 6- by 6-foot, 8- by 7-foot, and 8- by 8-inch 
supersonic wind tunnels. A description of each tunnel can be found in 
references 7, 8, and 1, respe~ 

.. 
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Models 

Of the seven models tested, three were of large scale (inlet 
diameter = 12.5 in.) for tests in the 6- by 6-footand 8- by 7-foot wind 
tunnels and four were of small scale (inlet diameter = 2.5 in.) for tests 
in the 8- by 8-inch wind tunnel. A photograph of one of the large models 
mounted in the test section of the 6- by 6-foot wind tunnel is shown in 
figure 1 (the model mounting in the 8-by 7-foot wind tunnel was similar}. 
In figure 2 one of the small models is shown mounted in the 8- by 8-inch 

. wind tunnel. Assembly drawings of a large and a small model are shown in 
figure, 3. 

Inle.t Design 

Details of the seven inlets are shown in figure 4. Four straight 
inlets, identified by the letter 8, were designed with internal surfaces 
having straight-line elements. One inlet, identified by the letter 0, 
had approximately ogival internal surfaces and was, therefore, termed the 
ogival inlet. It was designed with curved longitudinal surface elements 
resulting from design considerations based on a one-dimensional flow 
analysis in conjunction with the requirement of a nearly linear axial 
pressure gradient. Two inlets designed by the method of characteristics 
to avoid the formation of internal shock waves are termed isentropic inlets 
and are identified by the letter I. 

The design considerations for internal-compression inlets with trans­
lating centerbodies which were discussed previously in reference 1 were 
employed in the inlets of the present investigation. The longitudinal 
distributions of area ratio for the inlets discussed herein differed 
somewhat from those ,of reference 1, however, as the result of several 
contour modifications made to improve the performance of the latter con­
figurations. 8mall scale inlets 84, 01, and II were the same as those 
tested in reference 1 except that the annuli were changed tovrovide 
nearly constant area sections near the throat regions, and the centerbodies 
were shortened in each case to provide larger base areas for removal of 
boundary-layer air. Because of these modifications, the starting Mach 
numbers of these inlets were higher than those of reference 1. The small­
scale isentropic inlet, 12, was similar in shape to inlet II (and also to 
the inlet of ref. 4) but provided area ratios to allow starting near a 
Mach number of 1.5. Of the large-scale models, inlets 81 and 83 were 
similar in design to inlet 84, but both required changes to the subsonic 

~ diffuser contours because of structural requirements. In addition, inlet 
81 contours were altered to provide a nearly constant area section as 
well as to permit a starting Mach number near 1.5. Inlet 82, on the other 
hand, differed greatly from the above inlets in that it was designed for 
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efficient supersonic compression at a Mach number of about 2.0. For the 
inlets o~ the present investigation AI/Ai 'is shown in figure 5, and the 
contraction ratio Amin/Ai is plotted in figure 6. For convenience, the 
important design parameters and test variables for each inlet are given 
in the~ollowing table. 

Range of test variables Desi n par~eters 
Wind Centerbody 

Constant 
Inlet tUIllle1 Moo Rx10- e . cx" ·Aw.n area 

deg apex, . 1ength1 

X/D Ai (inlet diameters) 

81 8- by 7-f.oot 2.47-3.50 0.60-1.07 0-12 0 0.374 0.80 
82 6- by 6-toot 0.85-2.25 2 •. 5-2.9 0 0 .649 0 
83 6- by 6-foot 2.34 1.15 0-1l.6 0 .390 .20 
84 8- by 8-inch 2.1-3.0 2.5-3.9 0 0 .373 .84 
01 8- by 8-inch 1.7-3.0 2.0-3.9 0 -0.22 .373 .84 
Il 8- by 8-inch 2.1-3.0 2.5-3.9 0 0 .373 .84 
I2 8- by 8-inch 1.8-3.0 2.0-5.2 0 -0.462 .404 .84 

lwith the exception of inlets 82 and 83, allowances were made for boundary-layer growth. 
2For inlets 01 and I2 the .centerbodies could be retracted to X/D values of O. ' 

Msta;rt 

1.5 
1.85 
1.85 
2.3 
2.0 
2.3 
1.5 

The location and size o~ the holes in the annulus and centerbody of 
the inlets employing boundary-layer removal\are g;i.ven in .figure 7. For 
each inlet the upstream row of holes in both the annulus and centerbody 
coincided with the beginning of the constant area section of the inlet 
when the centerbody was positioned for maximum pressure recovery at 
M = 2.5 and without boundary-layer removal. Note in figure 5, for the 
inlets employing boundary-layer removal, that at each centerbody apex 
position the region of perforations on the centerbody (indicated by dash 
lines) is shown with respect to the region of perforations on the annulus. 
The holes were sized to permit removal, of approximatelyB percent of the' 
inlet flow. For the small models the'air removed through the annulus was 
ejected to the free, stream at 900 to the center line of symmetry, whereas 
for the large model the removed air was expanded rearward through a 
nozzle to a supersonic Mach number. In all bleed configurations, .the air 
removed through the centerbody perforated surface was ejected at the base 
of the model. Inlets employing boundary-layer removal are identified 
herein by a letter P following the letter-digit combination. 

Drawings of the angle-of-attack, flow-deflector plates u8ed on models 
81 and 83 are presented in figure B. 
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Total-pressure recovery.- For both the large and small ~odels, the 
total-pressure recovery at the assumed location of the engine ,compressor 
face was measured with total-pres.sure tubes arranged on an e<lual-area 
basis as shown in figures 3(a) and 3(b). The rake of the large model 
had 36 total- and 6 static-pressure tubes and the rake of the small model 
had 20 total":" and 4 static-pressure tubes. For both cases, the pressure 
tubes were connected to mercury filled· multi tube manometers and the data 
were. recorded photographically. From such data total-pressure distribu­
tion was obtained. The manometers also contained integrating tubes which . 
w~re used in conjunction with automatic recording and computing e~uipment 
to obtain average values of the total pressures. (Static-pressure measure­
ments in the main duct of the large and small models were not used in 
these tests • ) . 

Mass flow through boundary-layer removal system.- Because of space 
limitations in the small models, only one static- and one total-pressure 
tube could be placed in the centerbody boundary-layer-removalsystem to 
measure the mass flow. As shown in figure 3(b), the tubes were near the 
exit of the centerbody boundary-layer-removal.duct. The mass flow through 
the annulus boundary-layer-removal system was not measured·directly. 
However, an estimate was made, assuming that the pressure recovery across 
the holes wa!3 the same as those measured in the centerbody and that the 
flow through all holes was choked. Therefore, the mass flow through the 
annulus was assumed proportional to the ratio of the perforated area of 
the annulus to that of the centerbody. 

No measurements were made of the boundary-layer-removal mass flow 
of the large model, Sl, because measuring tubes could not be installed. 
in the exit passages. 

Total-pressure surveys.- Surveys of the total-pressure ~istribution 
in the vicinity of the inlet throat were made for inlets s4 and 12 using 
a total-pressure probe and a wall static-pressure orifice. When pOSSible, 
two surveys were made, one with the terminal shock positioned ahead of 
the probe, and the other with it behind the probe. In the latter case 
the flow was supersonic at the probe and in the calculation of stream 
total pressure, the Rayleigh pitot relationship and the assumption of 
constant static pressure across the duct were used. 

Static-pressure pulsations.- A pressure cell (a bonded strain-gage 
type) was. installed flush with the duct surface near the compressor. inlet 
station of inlets 82 and S3 (see fig. 3(a)) to measure the static-pressure 
pulsations in the duct when flow unsteadiness occurred. The output signal 
of the pressure cell was passed through a complete carrier-amplification 
system (system response flat to 3000 cps) and then recorded in two 
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different ways. In one case the root-mean-s~uare value of the amplified 
signal was observed with a calibrated AC.,.DC thermocouple-type milliammeter. 
This method provided a convenient indication of the energy level of the 
flow unsteadiness. In the other, the signal was recorded on a magnetic 
tape so as to permit analysis of the unsteadiness characteristics at the 
conclusion of the test. 

Procedure 

The procedure for obtaining pressure-recovery data was the same for 
the large and the small models. In most cases data were obtained for 
supercritical inlet operations. However, depending on the Mach number 
and inlet, some data were taken for subcritical inlet operation. After 
an inlet had been started (by extending the centerbody), the centerbody 
was retracted to one of several positions near the most rearward one for 
which any further retraction would expel the terminal shock from within 
the inlet. At each centerbody position the back pressure was then 
increased by closing the exit plug. The pressure recovery increased with 
forward translation of·the exit plug until the point was reached where the 
terminal shock was expelled. The pressure recovery obtained just prior to 
expulsion of the terminal shock was considered the maximum obtainable for 
that centerbody position. The pressure recovery values presented herein 
for subcriticalinlet operation are the maximum obtainable for the spec- ~ 

ified centerbody positions. 

RESULTS 

The average total-pressure recoveries obtained for the internal­
compression inlets at 00 angle of attack are shown in figures 9 through 11. 
Specifically, the variation of maximum pressure recovery with contraction 
ratiO, Amin/Ai, is presented in figure 9 for each inlet at each Mach number 
investigated. These curves generally show that for each Mach number the 
highest pressure recovery, with or without boundary-layer control, occurred 
at a contraction ratio other than the lowest attainable. It should be 
noted that while a peak value of pressure recovery was always obtained for 
each Mach number, sufficient data to define clearly the entire curve are 
lacking in some cases. The highest values obtained at each Mach number 
for the inlets with and without boundary-layer removal are presented in 
figure 10 to show the variation of maximum pressure recovery with Mach 
number. Tests which varied the Reynolds humber at Moo = 2.5 were made 
with inlet12P and the results are presented in figure 11. 

Total-pressure surveys in the transonic region of internal~compression 
inlets are useful for determining the efficiency of the compression process 
in the supersonic region of the inlet. The results of surveys obtained at 
Moo = 2.5 for two inlets (s4 and 12) with and without boundary-layer removal 

'~ ... '6;b~iDEit~1! . 
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are shown in figure 12. The data are presented for the terminal shock 
downstream of the survey probe and, where possible, for it upstream of 
the probe.' By this techniQue a comparison ·can be made between losses 
arising from supersonic compression alone and those arising from the 
entire compression process up to and including the terinina;L shock system. 

The results showing the effect of angle of attack on pressure recov­
ery are presented in figure 13 for several inlets. Data for the inlets 
with and without flow-deflector plates are included. 

It is desirable that the air delivered to the compressor by the fnlet 
system have small variations· in the distribution of total pressure as well 
as high average pressure recovery. Therefore, contours of local total­
pressure ratio for several inlets are presented in figure 14 to show 
typical total-pressure distribution. In addition to total-pressure dis­
tortion the character of flow unsteadiness is important to the designer. 
The results showing the magnitude of unsteadjness (expressed by the 
parameter, ,6'P/Ptoo) as well as the predominant freQuency of the disturbance 
are presented in figures 15 and 16. 

DISCUSSION 

Total-Pressure Recovery 

Effect of boundary-layer removal.- The importance of the application 
of boundary-layer control to most air-induction systems has been well 
established as a reQuisite to the attainment of high pressure recovery. 
Some of the general flow characteristics associated with the removal of 
boundary-layer air through holes, scoops, and nozzles are presented in 
references 9, 10, and 11, and several studies of specific scoop-type, 
boundary-layer-removal systems in internal-compression inlets are pre­
sented in references 2, 3, 4, and 6. However, there is little published 
data available which can be used to select the location or the type of 
bleed system for three-dimensional internal-compression inlets. 

The over-all improvement in pressure recovery obtained by removal 
of the low-energy boundary-layer air with the perforated inlets of this 
test was large and can be seen most conveniently in figure 10. The 

. largest gain at ~ = 2.5 was obtained with inlet s4p - from 77 percent 
without boundary-layer removal (inlet S4) to 88 percent; the corresponding 
geometric contraction ratios were 0.470 and 0.420J respectively. The tQtal 
boundary-layer air removed through the centerbody and annulus perforations 
of the small inlets near Moo = 2.5 was estimated, as discussed in Inlet 
Design section, to be about 8 percent of the inlet capture mass flow. 

CONFIDENTIAL .. 
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Some understanding of the effects of boundary-layer control can be 
obtained from the results of the total-pressure surveys in the throat 
region (fig.·12). Considering first the data wherein the terminal shock 
is aft of the probe, the results show that boundary-layer control reduced 
the total-pressure losses near both surfaces for inlet S4P.but had no 
appreciable effect on the total-pre$sure losses for inlet 12P. This may 
be the reason why boundary-layer control was more beneficial in the case 
of inlet s4p than 12P.However, in addition to the possible gain from 
boundary-layer control resulting from a reduction of losses near the inlet 
surfaces, it is believed that the major benefit of boundary-layer control 
is that it increases the stability of the terminal shock location in the 
throat region. Therefore,it may be that becausEt of a more stable shock 
location it was possible to operate an inlet with boundary-layer control, 
in contrast to an inlet with none, at a lower geometric contraction ratio 
and at a lower Mach number ahead of a terJ,llinal shock of correspondingly 
lower total-pressure losses. Small total-pressure losses across the 
terminal shock wave when boundary":layer control was used are evident from 
a comparison of the total-pressure surveys made with the terminal shock . 
wave behind and ahead of the probe (see figs. 12(b) and 12(d)). When com­
paring the results of inlets s4p and 12Pit should be noted th~t although 
their total-pressure profiles were different for operation with no 
boundary-layer removal, their profiles were nearly the same when maximum 
pressure recovery was attained with boundary-layer control. 

lt is evident that if the losses in total pressure were decreased 
for operation Vfhen terminal shock was aft of probe (see figs. 12(b) 
and Cd)) by further improvements in boundary-layer control, associated 
gains in the pressure recovery at the compressor station could be 
expected. Most consideration should be given to improving the flow near 
the annulus, since that is where the largeqt'region of loss occurred. 

The shrouded, perforated large inlet SIP (see fig. 7(a)) was 
designed with a practical armulus flow-removal system in which the 
boundary.,.layer air was exited nearly axially. Of the several exit open­
ings in the shroud tested, satisfactory operation occurred only with the 
largest opening which provided an exit nozz~ethroat area 25 percent 
greater than the total area of the annulus holes. This indicates that 
low pressure recovery was obtained across the 900 perforated holes. With 
the use of slanted holes higher plenum pressure ,recovery might have been 
attained tPU8 requiring smaller exit openings •. It should be noted here 
that because of operational limitations of the large model no boundary­
layer air could be removed through thecenterbody at ~ = 2.47; at the 
higher Mach numbers the boundary-layer air removed through the constricted 
exit passage ofthecenterbody, in percent of iriletflow, was probably 
much less than that exited from the small models (s4p, OlP, IIP" and 12P). 

The present tests have shown that removal of moderate amounts of 
boundary-layer air for this type of inlet significantly improves the 
pressure recovery up to Mach numbers of about 3.0. Other types of 

CONFIDENTIAL 
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internal-compression inlets ,removing! generally larger amounts of boundary­
layer air have provided high pressure 'recovery over the Mach number range 
of this test. 80meresults of tests of other types of inlets as well as 
the results of tests of several of the present inlets are shown together 
in figure i7. ,It is evident that with boundary-layer control the pressure 
recoverjY of internal-compression inlets can exceed the values defined by 
the envelope of the best external-compression inlets. Also, the data of 
reference 3 indicate the pressure recovery that maybe attained with the [ 
present type of inlet; provided efficient methods .are found for properly 
controiling boundary-layer air. 

In figure 17 and alsQ in figure 10 it can be seen 'that a rapid 
decrease' in pressure recovery occurred above Moo = 2.0 for inlet 82 
(consider only supercritical flow operation) and above Moo = 2.5 for 
inlets 84p, I1P, and/I2P. A partial explanation for this behavior of 
these inlets ,becomes apparent by studying the contraction-ratio data 
presented in figure 18. For inlet 82 the contraction ratio could not be 
reduced below the value attained at Moo = 2.0 (a cEmterbody travel limita­
tion) and consequently a rapid decrease in pressure recovery would be 
expected at Mach numbers above 2.0. The minimum available contraction 
ratio that could have been obtained with inlets 84p and 12P was never 
quite reached. However, because the contraction ratio for maximum pres­
sure recovery remained essentially constan;t with Mach numbers above 2.5 
and no increase. in boundary-layer removal was noted, it would be expected 
that a rapid decrease in pressure recovery with increasing Mach number 
above 2.5 would occur. It is believed, therefore, that while all the 
pressure-recovery data are of acad,emic interest, thos'e data presented for 
Mach numbers above that where the rapid decrease of pressure recovery 
occurs are not to be considered representative of the pressure recovery 
that might be obtained with an inlet of the present type designed for 
higher Mach numbers. 

Effect of internal shape.- A comparison between the best straight 
inlet, 84p, and the best isentropic inlet, 12P, shows that their pressure­
recovery characteristics were quite similar for a Wide range of Mach 
numbers (see fig. 17). In addition, it was previously shown that at 
l'4x, = 2.5 their total-pressure profiles in,the throat were nearly the same. 
Of interest, then, is the physical difference between these inlets at 
Moo = 2.5. For convenience,figure 19 is included and it Can be seen 
therein that the main difference in the internE1.l-area distribution is 
ahead of the minimum throat area. It can be concluded that the differences 
in shapes in the supersonic region represented by these two inlets had no 
significant effect on the pressure recovery attained at Moo = 2.5. 

It should not be inferred from the above that any shape in the super­
,sonic region will be satisfactory. The data for isentropic inlets IIP 
and 12P show considerable differences in the pressure~recovery character­
istics (see figs. 10(e) and (f)). A preliminary theoretical flow analysis 
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of is~ntropic shapes has shown that small changes in the contours influ­
ence the flow field considerably and may cause coalescence of Mach lines 
which result in strong shock waves and concomitant total-pressure losses. 
Thus, until more conclusive theoretical analyses can be made information 
leadihg to satisfactory isentropic designs will remain meager. 

Additional effects of shape in the supersonic region are apparent 
from the data obtained with inlets 01 and OlP. The poor pressure-recovery 
characteristics of this type inlet are believed to be related, for the 
most part, to the relatively large internal lip angle. Several tests 
were conducted in which the annulus of inlet I2P was used in conjunction 
with the ogivalcenterbody. At, ~ = 2.5 and with boundary-layer control 
the pressure recovery for this inlet was 83 percent ~ an increase of 
approximately 9 percent over that obtained with inlet OlP with about the 
same amount of boundary-layer air removed. It may be that relatively 
large lip angles can promote shock-i.nduced boundary-layer separation on 
the centerbody and cause serious losses in pressure recovery. 

Experimental investigations in a constant-area channel (refs. 9 
and 10) have shown the advantages of high ratios of throat length to 
the length of the terminal-shock region. As noted previously, inlets 
s4, 01, and II provided an increase in the length of the transonic region 
over., that for the corresponding inlets of reference 1. Comparisons of 
the data of reference 1 and those for the present tests shown together in 
figures 10(c), (d), and (e) are inconclusive as to the effect the added 
constant-area section had on pressure recovery. The results of reference 
4 show that there was little, or no improvement in pressure recovery at 
~ = 2.5 with the addition of a lengthened,constant-area throat section. 

The importance of subsonic diffusion has been emphasized in many 
publications and, in general, the findings indicate that both the local 
and equivalent-conical subsonic diffusion 'angles must be kept low. In 
addition, the length of the diffuser should be kept as short as possible 
to keep the friction losses low. One of the ratios that strongly influ­
ences the subsonic diffuser shape is Ac/Ai. For the inlets of the 
present investigation this ratio was 1.0, a value typical of that used 
for an engine designed for Mach numbers of about 2.0. For the geometric 
characteristics of these inlets the equivalent subsonic diffuser angle 
could be as large at 100 • Had a lower value of Ac/Ai been used (such 
as 0.60 or 0.70 which are values typical for engines designed for Mach 
numbers near 3.0), the subsonic diffuser could have been either shorter, 
or have had smaller diffusion angles. , In contrast to inlet I2P the 
isentropic inlet of reference 4 had a value of Ac/Ai equal to 0.653. 
Also, its subsonic diffuser (see fig. 19 for difference in area variation 
and length between I2P and the inlet of referemce 4) was short and had 
a small diffuser angle, thereby conforming to the :r:equirements of an 
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efficient subsonic diffuser. The data of figure 17 show that at Moo=2~5 
the pressure recovery obtained with this inlet was 0.910 and with inlet 
I2P it was 0.864. This difference in pressure recovery is believed to be 
a.ttributed to both the differences in subsonic diffusers and the differ­
ences in bl~ed systems. 

In the design of the internal shape of interna.l-compression inlets 
the startir!g Mach number must be considered. The significance of this 
can be shown by the data for inlets 82 and 12P (figs. 10("ID) an(i(r), 
respectively). The discontinuity in the curve (fig. lOeb), inlet 82) 
showing an~abrupt increase in pressure recovery between Mach numbers of 
1. 8 and 1. 9 occurs because inlet 82 was unable to "swallow" the terininal 
shock at' M = 1.8, whereas at M = 1.9 the .inlet started. Notice, hOw'­
ever, that no discontinuity occurred for inlet I2P (fig. 10(f») which was 
designed to start near a Mach number of about 1.5 (M = 1.8 was the lower 
Mach number limit of the small tunnel). 

Effect of angle of attack.- One important characteristic to a designer 
is the rate at which the pressure recovery decays with increasing angle of 

[
L}.(Ptc/Pt(X) ] .. 

attack 60., max • As shown in figure 20 for three of the inlets 
• o.,~o . 

investigated herein, the rate of pressure-recovery decay with angle of 
attack was relatively small for Mach numbers less than about 2.5, whereas 
it was large at Mach numbers near 3.0. The results of the tests of ref­
erence 6 also included in figure 20 show a similar effect of Mach number. 
From these results it is apparent that circular inlets may be more sensi­
tive to asymmetric flow at Mach numbers above approximately 2.5 than below. 

One way of improving pressure recovery at angle of attack is to 
position the inlet properly to take advantage of the compression afforded 
by the flow field of a wing or body. Another may be with the use of flow­
deflector plates which, in some cases, could.provide a flow field approxi­
mating that under a wing or body. For inlet 83, which was tested only 
with a conca.ve plate (see fig. 8(a» the data show that at ~ =2.34 the 
flow-deflector plate was effective in maintaining the pressure recovery 
up to at least 90 angle of attack, the limit of the test (fig. l3(b». 
Without the plate the pressure recovery decreased rapidly with an increase 
in angle of attack above 40 • Inlets 81 and 81P were tested with three 
different plates (concave, straight, and convex) at Mb of 2.74 and 3.0. 
These plates were not as effective at these Mach numbers as was the plate 
used with inlet 83 at M = 2.34; the sudden reduction in pressure 
recovery began at an angle of attack 'of about 3.00 • It is believed that 
the main reason for the ineffectiveness of the plates at high angles of 
attack for inlets 81 and 81P must be connected with the presence of the 
space between the leading edge of the inlet and the trailing edge of the 
plates (inlet 83, with flow-deflector plate, did not have a space). 
Observation of the manometer tubes during the tests of inlets 81 and 81P 
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indicated that a large region of total-pressure loss occurred near the 
top of the duct at the compressor station when the angle of attack was 
increased above 30

• Apparently large flow disturbancesoccurred,inthe 
region of the space, entered the inlet, and strongly influenced the inter­
nal flow to produce this large loss. (The testing at angles of attack was 
limited to low Reynolds number, and Mach numbers above 2.5, because of 
excessive model oscillations which apparently were produced by vibrations 
of the model-su;pport system.) 

Effect of Reynolds number.- The flight Reynolds number (based on 
inlet diameter) for a full-scale inlet operating over a wide range of Mach, 
numbers and altitudes may vary from about 3 to 5 million. Hence, tests 
were made with inlet I2P at Moo = 2.5 to investigate the effects of 
Reynolds number over this range. Calculations indicated that the f~ow 
removed through the centerbody was 'nearly constant for this range'of 
Reynolds number (IDt/~ = 0.04). The data obtained with the centerbody 
and exit plug set'for positions of maximum pressure recovery (fig. ll(b)) 
show that although a slight discontinuity occurs in both the pressure 
recovery and the contraction-ratio curves, at R = 3.8 million, the pres­
sure recovery generally increased with increasing values of Reynolds 
number from 2.7 to 5.2 million. In the tests of reference 4 (at lower 
Reynolds numbers, 0.24 to 0.96 million) similar trends of pressure recov­
ery and contraction ratio were also observed, but the rates of change were 
greater than those obtained in the present tests. 

Flow DistOrtion and Unsteadiness 

Flow distortion.- The effect of increasing angle of attack on flow 
distortion is shown in figure 14(a) for inlet 83. At 00 the contours were 
symmetrical, and the maximum difference was 0.09; however, at angles of 
attack above 5.750 there were large radial and circumferential variations 
in the total-pressure ratio. Figure 14(b) was included to show that the 
flow-def~ector plate, in addition to improving the 'average pressure recov­
ery, also improved the total-pressure distribution at angle of attack. 
Although the largest ,difference in total-pressure ratio was about the same 
with or without the plate,the circumferential distribution was greatly 
improved~ Examination of the data for inlets 84 and 84p (fig. 14(c)) 
shows that at ~ = 2.5 boundary-layer removal also improved the over-all 
total-pressure distortion as well as the average pressure recovery. 

Unsteadiness.- In the present tests the unsteadiness was first 
observed with the schlieren system and during its occurrence meas1.l.rements . 
were made of the amplitude and freQuency of the static-pressure fluctua­
tions near the compressor station. No measurable unsteadiness was 
observed with the inlet 'started and the termina~ shock inside near the 
throat region. However, for subcri tical inlet operation, unste,adiness 
usually occurred when the centerbody was positioned so that there was 
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Drag considerations are of basic importance in comparisons of air­
induction systems. During the present investigation, however, no drag 
measurements were made because of the difficulty of measuring the small 
drag values experienced by the internal-compression inlet. For example, 
calculations of the external-wave-drag coefficient of a typical internal­
compression inlet pod using the method of characteristics indicate a 
value of only 0.009~ because of the low external lip angle of the inlet. 
A comparable ,external-compression inlet, on the other hand,would have. a 
wave-arag coefficient of the order of 0.100 to 0.250 depending on the 
value of the lip angle selected (in this case 150 to 280 ). 

As the present report and reference 3 both show, proper application 
of boundary~layer control may provide a significant increase in pressure 
recovery. However, the momentum loss of the air removed through the 
control system must be known to properly determine whether the increase 
in pressure recovery results in an over-all performance gain. Again, 
in the· present investigation the magnitude of this drag component was not 
measured. However, calculations show that a drag coeffIcient of approxi.,. 
mately 0.016 may be obtained, assuming a bleed mass-flow ratio of 0.08 and 
a total pressure loss of 0.40 Pt in a system in which the air is dis­
charged at 150 to the free streamoo(convergent-divergent exit nozzle). 

1The drag coefficient is based on the area of the annulus at the 
lip leading edge (Mx, = 2.5, Di/(Dmax)exit = 0.742, length of pod = 6.74 

inlet diameters and mass-flow ratio of 1.0). See reference 12 for method 
used in determining the wave drag. 
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It should be noted that the amount of air removed in the present investi­
gation was small. For inlets in which large amounts of boundary-layer air 
are removed to attain high pressure recovery, such as those considered in 
reference 3 (~/IDoo = 0.28), the drag coefficient would be large, and might 
approach values of the order of 0.06 for the same assumptions used in the 
above analysis of the present inlets. 

A further source of drag is skin friction on the external surface. 
For a typical installation of an internal-compression inlet (see foot­
note 1), a drag coefficient of 0.040 was calculated. (An all-turbulent 
boundary-layer flow was assumed and a Reynolds number of 1.0 million 
based on the inlet diameter was used.) This value would be approximately 
the same whether the inlet was of the internal-compression or external­
compression type and would probably be unaffected by the amount of air 
removed through theboundary-layer-control system. 

SUMMARY OF RESULTS 

Tests were conducted with seven circular, axially symmetric, internal­
compression inlets, some' of which were equipped with systems for removing 
internal boundary-layer air. The following results were obtained from 
the investigation conducted with these inlets for· Mach numbers between 
0.85 and 3.5, for Reynolds numbers (based on inlet diameter) between 
0.6 and 5.2 million, and for angles of attack up to 120: 

1 . . At a Mach number of 2.5 the largest gain in pressure recovery 
resulting from boundary-layer removal was obtained with a straight inlet 
designed to perform up to Mach numbers of about 2.5. The pressure recbv­
ery was 77 percent of the free-stream value without boundary-layer removal, 
and 88 percent with about 8 percent of the inlet capture flow removed 
through perforated surfaces. 

2. The differences in internal shape of the best straight and best 
isentropic inlet, each with perforations, had no significant effect on 
the pressure recovery at a Mach number of 2.5. However, in the case of 
the ogive inlet the pressure recovery was poorer than those of the 
straight and isentropic inlets. 

3. Analysis of angle-of-attack data revealed that the initial rate 
of pressure-recovery decay with angle of attack increased with increasing 
Mach number. With one inlet a flow-deflector plate,placed above the ' 
inlet to project ahead of the entrance, was effective in maintaining· 
nearly constant pressure recovery for angles of attack up to at least 
90 , the limit of the test. Further, the total-pressure distribution was 
improved over the angle:-of-attack range. 
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4. The distortion at the compressor station was' small for all inlets 
tested for angles of attack up to about 60 • 

5. No air-flow unsteadiness was observed during supercritical inlet 
operation. However, high-level flow unsteadiness occurred at some 'sub­
critical'inlet conditions. 

6. A test with one inlet indicated that the maximum obtainable 
pressure recovery increased generally with increasing vl:j.lues of Reynolds 
number from 2.7 to 5.2 million. ' , 

Ames Research Center 
National Aeronautics and Space Administration 

Moffett Field, Calif., Nov. 20, '1958 
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A-21318 

(a) Front view 

Figure 1 .- Photographs of one of the large internal-compression inlets 
mounted in the Ames 6- by 6- foot wind tunnel. 
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Figure 1 .- Concluded . 
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Figure 2 . - Photograph of typical small internal-compression inlet mounted in the Ames 8- by 8-inch 
wind tunnel. 
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Figure 13.- Variation of maximum pressure recovery with angle of attack 
for two inlets. 
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Figure 14.- Contour lines of the total-pressure ratio at the compressor 
station for inlets 83 with and without a flow deflector plate and 
inlets 84, I2, and 01 with and without boundary-layer control. 
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Figure 15.- Variation of air-flow unsteadiness with contraction ratio for inlet 82. 
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Figure 17.- Comparison of the maximum pressure recovery as a function of 
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of attack as a function of Mach number. 

CONFIDENTIAL 

NASA - Langley Field, Va. A-148 



••• • • • • • • ••• 

•••• • ••• • • •••• 

••• • • • ••• 

•••• , . 
••• • • 

••• • • • ••• 

••• • •• • ••• 

••• • •• • • •• 

•• • • • • • ••• • • 

• • • • • ••• 

•• . ~ 

• • ••• 

· .. . . • ••• • •• •• • • •• • • • • • 



Q 
o 
~ 
H 

i 
~ 

y .. 

NOTES: (1) Reynolds number is based on the diameter 
of a circle with the same area as that 
of the capture area of the iniet. 

Report 
and 

facility 

NASA MEID 
2-19-59A 
Ames 
6- by 6-ft 
8- by 7-ft 
8- by 8-in 
wind 
tunnels 

NASA MEID 
2-19-59A 
~s 
6- by 6-ft 
8- by 7-ft 
8" by 8-in 
find 
!tunnels 

~A MEID 
2-19-59A 
~es ~ 
t?- by 6-ft 
~- by 7-ft 
~- by 8-in 
~nd 

itunnels 

~MEID 
2-19-59A 
~s 

·6- by 6-ft 
8..; by 7-ft 
8- by 8-in 
wiild 
tUllIlels 

" 

(2) !!he symbol * denOtes the occurrence of 
buzz. 

Description 

Number Type of 
of bo1.llldary-Configuration 

oblique layer 
shocks control 

Straight 

• 
Holes 

Inlet ~ 7 ~lled in 
imnulus & 

Ogival ~enterbo~ 
Inlet ~ 7 7 rows iD 

imnulus, "Isentropic B rows in Inlet iBen- enterbo~ 
tro"Dic 

• 
~~es Straight 

~ 7 lied in 
Inlet Imnulus & 
Ogival I:enterbo,,", 
Inlet ~ 7 7 rows in 

Imnulus, 
lsentropic rows in 
Inlet isen- enterbody 

tronic ~ 

Straighl 

• 
oles 

Inlet ;;; 7 drilled in 
=ulus & 

Ogival enterbo~ 
Inlet ;;; 7 7 rows in 

=ulus, 
Isentropic rows in 
Inlet isen- enterbo,,", 

tronic 

• 
oles Straight 

Inlel ;;;7 '!r1lled in 
=ulus & 

Ogival ;;; 7 enterbody 
'Inlet 7 rows in 

Isentropic =ulus, 
isen- rows in Inlet tropic enterbody 

Free-
stream 

Mach 
number 

0.85 t 
3.50 

l.8to 
3.0 

l.8 to 
3.0 

0.85 tc 
3.50 

1.8 to 
3.0 

1.8 to 
3.0 

0.85 tc 
3.50 

1.8 to 
3.0 

1.8 to 
3.0 

0.85 tc 
3.50 

1.8 to 
3.0 

1.8 to 
3.0 

., , 

,Test parameters Test data Performance 

Angle Angle Maximum 
Reynolds Inlet-of of Discharge-

Flow total- Mass-flow 
number attack, yaw, Drag flow flow picture ratio 
X 10-6 profile profile 

pressure 
deg deg recov~ry 

0.6 to 3.0 o to 12 0 x M P.R. 

j I 
271 o.B9 ::: 1.0 
2.5 .88 

j e.o to 3.0 0 2.1 .84 
2.5 .75 

2.1 
~.O to 5.2 0 .87 

12·5 .86 

0.6 to 3.0 
M P.R. , 

o to 12 0 x 1271 o.B9 \ ::: 1.0 

j j 
12.5 .88 

1 
12.0 to 3.0 0 12.1 .84 

12.5 • 75 

.0 to 5.2 0 ~.l .87 
12.5 .86 

0;6 to 3.0 o to l2 0 x M P.R. 

j j 
p o.B9 ::: l.0 
12.5 .88 

j .0 to 3.0 0 P .84 
~.5 .75 

2.0 to 5.2 e.l .87 0 b .86 
0.6 to 3.0 o to 12 M P.R. 0 x 

j j 
:-1 o.B9 '" l.O 
.5 .88 

j .0 to 3.0 0 .l .84 
.5 .75 

.0 to 5.2 0 .1 .87 
.5 .86 
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Remarks • •• -• • •• 
Seven models were tested ~ , •• .. and without bleed. Flow 4 

deflector plates were effe,,- ,: 
ti ve in maintaining pressure- . •• 
recovery up to 900 angle of •• , 
attack. A drag analysis a.a. • • • • 
data for flow distortions, Iii 
buzz, and Reynolds number,· 

, 
are presented. ... , •• 
Seven models were tested ~th 
and without bleed. Flow • 
deflector plates were ef"fec-
tive in maintaining press~(·· 
recovery up to 900 angle of. 
attack. A drag analysi s alt~ •• 
data for flow distortions '. 
buzz, and Reynolds nUlllber,. • • are presented. • -loeven models were tested wi 1lli 
and without bleed. Flow. • 
deflector plates were eff~- _ 
,ti ve in maintaining press"'" _ 
recovery up to 900 angle of· 
attack. A drag analysis ~d 
data for flow distortions ,e •• ill 
buzz, and ReYnolds number,._ 
are presented. 
Seven mode1s were tested with. • 
'and without bleed. Flow -deflector plates were effec-
ti ve in maintaining, pressuee 
recovery up to 900 angle o. __ 
attack. A drag analysis altd 
data :ro~ -flow dist<:>rtions,. _. 
buz~, and Reynolds number,. • 
are presented. • -
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