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AERODYNAMIC INVESTIGATION OF FOUR-VANE CASCADE 

DESIGNED FOR TURBINE COOLING STUDIES 

b y  Herber t  J. Gladden, Robert P. Dengler, David G. Evans, 
a n d  Steven A. Hippensteele 

Lewis Research Center  

SUMMARY 

An experimental investigation was made to determine the aerodynamic char- 

acteristics of a four-vane annular-sector cascade designed for cooled-turbine thermody- 
namic studies. Characteristics considered were exit total pressure loss contours, exit 

circumferential and radial static pressure gradients, and vane surface static pressure 
distributions. The latter character istic was of particular importance since it directly 
affects the determination of vane metal temperatures in later testing. Tests  were con- 

ducted primarily with low pressure unheated air a t  vane mean radius exit Mach numbers 
of 0.73, 0. 85 (design), and 0.93. 

The surface static pressure distributions obtained for the two test  vanes were found 
to be  similar at each of the three radial sections investigated. These distributions fur- 

ther  indicated that the flow accelerated relatively smoothly from vane inlet to  exit. 
Furthermore, testing at temperatures up to 1700' R (944 K) and pressures up to 85. 5 psia 

2 (58.9 N/cm ) produced negligible differences in these pressure distributions. Analyti- 

cal results from two separate computer programs (CTTD and TSONIC) compared favor- 
ably with experimental pressure distributions over most of the vane surface. 
-- 

Exit total pressure surveys showed that the pressure loss contours were uniform in 

thickness, relatively thin across  each wake, and that no flow separation occurred on any 
of the vane surfaces. The boundary layers formed at the hub and tip radii were no 
thicker than 0.35 inch (0.89 cm) and consequently did not interfere with the instrumented 
sections on the vanes. The gradient in exit static pressure, both circumferential and 
radial, was different from that indicated by design. In particular, the radial gradient 
in the center channel was approximately 50 percent of that expected for three- 

dimensional flow. Extension of an end wall to provide additional flow guidance did not 
improve these pressure gradients significantly. Despite a reduced radial exit static 
pressure gradient, the overall aerodynamic characteristics of this cascade facility were 
considered acceptable for future heat-transfer investigations. 



INTRODUCTION 

Ar? experimental investigation was condt~ctcd to determine the aerodynamic char- 

acteristics of an annular-seetor cascade of four turbine s"cator vanes, Of particular in- 
terest was the determination of static pressure distributions over the vane surface. 
Other characteristics considered important were the total pressure loss contours and 
the circumferential and radial static pressure distribution a t  the cascade exit. 

In the future, high temperature heat-transfer studies (up to  2960' R (1644 K)) will 
be conducted with this cascade to evaluate various internal air-cooling concepts and fab- 

rication techniques for turbine vanes having the same outside profile. The development 
of techniques for the prediction of vane metal temperatures is of rea l  importance and 
involves the use of outside heat-transfer coefficients which depend, in part, on the ac- 
curacy to  which the local gas velocities a r e  known over the vane surface. Therefore, an 

rface velocities can be computed. 
In general, there a r e  two areas  related to the areodynamic characteristics of a 

cascade that could have a detrimental effect on the thermodynamic performance of a 
vane - namely, the excessive accumulation of boundary layer flow and flow separation. 

Briefly, boundary layers that develop on the pressure and suction surfaces of the vanes 
can exert a strong influence in altering the effective flow a rea  in the vane channel and, 
therefore, on the pressure and velocity distribution around the vane. Under certain con- 

ditions, the boundary layer formed on the vane surface may actually separate some- 
where in advance of the vane trailing edge. This displacement would alter the flow with- 

in the vane channel. Excessive buildup of a boundary layer on the inlet ducting and at 

the vane hub and tip radii could also be of some concern when locating instrumentation 

sections on the vanes for thermodynamic studies. 
In the present investigation, vane exit total pressure surveys and exit static pressure 

measurements were obtained just downstream of the cascade of vanes to  determine if a 

nonuniform flow condition existed. The vane surface pressure distributions obtained at 
three radial locations were compared with analytically determined distributions. Tes ts  
were conducted primarily with low temperature a i r  (- 53 5' R (297 K)) at low pressure 

2 (-21 psia (14. 5 ~ / c m  )) for the vane mean radius design exit Mach number of 0.85. 
Additional data were obtained at off-design exit Mach number conditions, and some 

testing was conducted at elevated temperature and pressures. Data were also obtained 
with an extended end wall - the purpose of which was to provide additional flow guidance 

downstream of the vane cascade. 

The turbine stator vane design incorporated a twisted profile and had a nominal 

4-inch (10.2-cm) span, a 2.5-inch (6.35-cm) actual chord, and a solidity of 2.05. The 

use of cooling a i r  to the vanes was purposely omitted to obtain basic aerodynamic infor- 
mation without secondary flow injection into the main gas stream. 



SYMBOLS 

d surface distance from leading edge stwnation wi-nt 

E surface distance from leadilng edge to trailing edge for either pressure o r  suction 
surface 

LE leading edge 

M exit Mach number 

P absolute pressure 

R radius, in. (cm) 

T temperature 

X horizontal coordinate 

Y vertical coordinate 

Z stacking point for vane airfoil sections 

0 angle between axis of rotation and vane chord line, deg 

Subscripts: 

1 e leading edge 

m mean radius 

ps pressuresur face  

s vane surface 

s s suction surface 

t e  trailing edge 

1 station at inlet to  cascade 

2 station a t  cascade exit, 1/8 in. (0. 32 cm) from vane hub trailing edge 

3 station at cascade exit, 1/4 in. (0.64 cm) from vane hub trailing edge 

Superscript: 

total state condition 

APPARATUS AND INSTRUMENTATION 

Description of, Cascade Facil i ly 

The cascade facility (fig. I) was designed and fabricated a s  a tool for conducting 
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Figure 2. - Cascade facil ity installed i n  test cell. 

high temperature (up to 2960' R (1644 K)) heat-transfer investigations of cooled-turbine 
stator vanes. It consisted of five components: (1) an inlet section, (2) a burner section, 
(3) a transition section, (4) a test  section, and (5) an exit section. The cascade facility 
a s  installed in a test  cell is shown in figure 2. For a detailed description of both the 
facility and the test  cell s ee  reference 1. 

A laboratory combustion air system provided pressurized a i r  up to about 120 psia 
2 (82.7 N/cm ) to  the inlet section of this facility. The burner section housed a can- 

annular type burner liner, which was actually an extended version of a production model; 

the extra length was incorporated to  promote mixing of the combustion gas and to achieve 

a more uniform temperature profile at  the cascade inlet. A hexagonal a r ray  of fuel 
nozzles was used to inject ASTM A-1 fuel into the burner section to attain elevated tem- 
peratures a t  the inlet to the cascade. The burner had the capability of operating a t  tem- 
peratures up t o  2960' R (1644 K), but for this investigation, the burner was seldom ig- 

nited and then only to  attain temperatures a s  high a s  1 7 0 0 ~  R (944 K). The transition 
section was shaped to provide a smooth transition of the gas flow from a circular c ross  
section to  an annular sector c ross  section. The circular section at the burner exit had 
a 12-inch (30.5-cm) inside diameter, and the height of the annular sector at the test  
section interface was approximately 4 inches (10.2 cm). All sections downstream of the 
burner section were of double wall construction and incorporated baffles to provide pas- 
sages for water cooling of the internal wall. In addition, the transition section utilized 



a thermal radiation shield a~zd the test section and ~xi"rsectior~ had a ceramic-ILke cost- 
irng on the inner surfaces t o  i&ibi"ctIae klow of heat do the cooled walls, 

The "Lest section contained four vanes, which Elad a twisted profile, in an annular 
sector that simulated 

Tip radius, in. (cm) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  15.95 (40.50) 
Hub radius, in. (cm) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  12.10 (30.72) 
Hub-to-tip radius ratio . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  0.76 
Vane height, in. (cm) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  3.85 (9.78) 
Vane chord (mean radius), in. (cm) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  2.47 (6.28) 

Vane solidity (mean radius) . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  2.05 
Aspect ratio . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  1.54 
Design inlet Mach number 
Design exit Mach number: 

. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  Hub 0.96 

Mean. . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  0.85 
Tip . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . . .  0.76 

The actual vane profile is defined by the coordinates and dimensional information pre- 
sented in table I. Coordinates a r e  given for three radiaL sections - namely, B-B, 

C-C, and D-D. The X-Y coordinate system used for describing the vane section profiles 
is also shown. The vane profile is the same a s  that which will be used in future cooled- 

turbine-vane investigations. The vanes used in this investigation were uncooled, and 
consequently there was no cooling a i r  being ejected through the vane surface to  disturb 
the main gas stream. When heat-transfer tes ts  a r e  conducted with vane designs which 

incorporate cooling a i r  being ejected through the vane surface, additional testing may be 
required to verify surface static pressure distributions. 

Figure 3(a), a schematic top view of the test  section, shows four vanes and, with 
the two end walls, five flow channels. (This view approximates the c ross  section at 
the vane mean radius. ) The end walls at the inlet to the cascade were radial planes 
whose intersection was 12.1 inches (30.7 cm) below the hub platform and 15.95 inches 
(40. 5 cm) below the tip platform. The direction of flow at the inlet to the cascade is in- 
dicated by the flow vector just upstream of the cascade. The flow i s  seen to be axial - 
that is, normal to the plane of the vane leading edges. The design free-stream exit 

flow angle at  the vane mean radius is noted in the figure by the flow vector just down- 
stream of the cascade. The flow has been turned by an angle of 64' and, therefore, 
is a t  an angle of 26' with respect to the plane of the vane trailing edges. As indicated 

by the dimensions, the angle of the end walls just downstream of the cascade was simi- 
la r  to the design exit flow angle. The exit end wall, which helps guide the flow down- 



TABLE I. - VANE SECTION DATA 

A l l  dimensrons are In ~nches  (erri) unless o'rheawrse rr~illcdied 

0.247 gage 
(0.627) 1.925 gage 

A r Axis  of rotation 

/ \ r Point z 

Section 1 B-B I C-C 

Point 
z 

D-D 

1.039 

0.261 

X 

Y 

1.028 

0.333 

1.012 

0.404 



(a) Top view. 

'---Vane t ra i l ing  edge 

Section A-A 

(b) Side view. 

Figure 3. - Schematic views of vane test section. 



s t r e m  of ehaa~nel 5, was  somewhat abbreviated to allow the installation of a lriewport in 
this  region. The v i e w ~ r i s  shown in the figure a r e  described in a subsequent section on 
instrumentation. The dashed lines represent a temporary modification made to the end 

wall contour downstream of channel 5. In effect, the original wall was extended by the 
installation of an aluminum plate, which covered the downstream viewport. Additional 
testing was then done to investigate the effect of the original abbreviated wall and existing 

viewport. 
Figure 3(b) shows a schematic side view of the cascade and the wall contour at  

the hub and tip radius immediately downstream of the cascade exit. As  can be seen, the 
hub wall drops off abruptly at a point approximately 3/4 inch (1.9 cm) beyond the vane 
hub trailing edge. The view of section A-A to the right shows that this dropoff is not 
constant across  the cascade exit. 

The exit section of the facility was connected to  the laboratory exhaust system whic 

had the capability of operating at either atmospheric pressure or  at altitude conditions. 
For obtaining exit total pressure surveys in this investigation, however, the exit section 
was removed and the flow discharged to  the room to permit the installation of a travers- 
ing total pressure rake just downstream of the cascade. (The total pressure rake is de- 
scribed in the next section.) 

Instrumentation 

Figure 4 illustrates the location of instrumentation incorporated upstream and down- 
s t ream of the cascade. At station 1, a radial traversing total pressure probe was in- 
stalled in front of channel 3 and a traversing total temperature probe was installed in 
front of channel 4. These probes were used to  obtain representative average inlet a i r  
conditions to  the cascade. Static pressures were measured both upstream and down- 
s t ream of the cascade at stations 1 and 2. A single static pressure was measured at the 

hub wall of station 1, which was located 2 inches (5.08 cm) upstream of the vane leading 
edge. Six static pressures were measured downstream of the vanes in the middle of 
channels 2, 3, and 4 at  both the hub and tip radii  of station 2. Station 2 was approxi- 

mately 1/8 inch (0.32 cm) axially downstream of the hub trailing edge, as shown in fig- 

u r e  4. (The profile of vane 3 at the hub radius is shown in phantom. ) 
A circumferentially traversing total pressure rake consisting of 10 sensing probes 

was  located downstream of the cascade at station 3, which is located approximately 
1/8 inch (0. 32 cm) downstream of station 2 (see fig. 4(b)). The tips of the pressure 

tubes were in a radial line, and the probes were set at  the design exit free-stream flow 
angle for the vane mean radius. The cross-sectional area surveyed by the total pres- 



o Static pressure 
a %tai pressure 

----o----+--0-Station 1 

(a) Top view. 

by 0.012 (0.03) wall tube 

(b) Side view. A l l  dimensions are in inches (cm) except where noted otherwise. 

Figure 4. - Schematics of vane test section showing pert inent instrumentation. 



Vane trailing 
edge projection. Radial increment, 

vane , ~ n .  (cm) 

r Pressure probe 
/ 

C-68-3963 

Figure 6. - Exit total pressure rake and associated traversing guide mechanism. 



sure rake zs indicated Irl Srgure 5, thdial &oe~~t.'&ism;as of the ixsdiwidraaf probes are iardicated 

and the trafi ing edge projecfion of the iour vanes is shown, Figure 6 bflows the travers- 
ing sdce and i t s  associated g ~ ~ i d z  mechaaafsm, while f i gu re  '9 shows the rake and its 
mc?tor-drillare actuator ir?stalled in t h e  aft end csf the test s e e t i ~ n .  

the cascade, only vanes 2 and 3 were instrumented for test 
purposes. Each of these test  vanes was instrumented with a total of 30 static pressure 
taps to measure vane surface static pressures.  Sixteen taps were located at the vane 

mean radius and seven each were located a t  sections 5/8 inch (1.6 em) from the vane hub 

Figure 7. -To ta l  pressure rake installed in exit of test section. 

and tip platforms. For discussion purposes these latter two locations a r e  referred to, 
respectively, a s  hub and tip sections. Table I1 gives the location of the pressure taps, 
and the accompanying sketch shows the relative position of these taps on each test  vane. 
Figure 8 shows the pressure taps installed on the suction surface of one of the test vanes. 
Grooves approximately 0.032 inch (0.081 cm) wide and deep were machined into the vane 
surface for installing pressure tube leads. After the installation of the pressure tubi-ng, 



TAD1,E 11. STATIC PRESSURE TAP LOCATIONS ON TEST VANES 

Section 

u Hub (518 in. ti. 59 crni from lhub radius) 
o Mean 
a Tip (518 in. (1.59 cm! from tip radius) 



C-69-1616 

Figure 8. - Instrumented test vane (suction surface shown). 

the groove was filled and faired to the contour of the vane surface. The actual diameter 
of the static taps was 0.16 inch (0.041 cm). 

PROCEDURE 

The tes t s  were  conducted with combustion a i r  from a laboratory source, and con- 

ditions were set by controlling the inlet and, in some cases, the exit pressure. In gen- 
eral, the testing was done with unheated air, but the burner was ignited to provide ele- 
vated temperatures for selected runs. 

The vane exit design Mach number at  the mean radius was approximately 0.85. 

Correspondingly, the vane exit design Mach numbers at the inner radius and outer radius 
were listed a s  0.96 and 0.76, respectively. Preliminary tests,  however, indicated that 
the radial static pressure gradient a t  the vane exit was not a s  great a s  design nor was the 
circumferential static pressure constant across  the cascade exit a s  could be expected in 
a full annular vane assembly. The middle channel (channel 3) exit conditions were there- 
fore  used for setting test  conditions. For determining exit Mach number, the total pres- 



s m e  .zt the exit was asstrrned equal to the total pressure at the inlet to the cascade, that 

is, no total pressure loss across  the cascade, Then, with a l inear  radial pr-essure 

gradierPt assumed at the exitof channel 3, inlet pressure w a s  adjusted Lo obtain hub and 
hich resulted in the desired mean 

radius exit Mach number. Consequently, the vane tip exit Mach number was actually 

somewhat high than design, while the vane hub exit Mach number was somewhat lower 
than design. A similar technique was also used for setting test  conditions at  off-design 
vane exit Mach numbers. A summary of conditions for the aerodynamic tests  conducted 
in this investigation is presented in table m. Data obtained from these tests  a r e  pre- 

TABLE 111. - OPERATING CONDITIONS FOR AERODYNAMIC TESTS 

a~xtended wall test. 

Inlet total temperature, 

T i '  
OR (a 

540 (300) 
522 (290) 
503 (280) 
547 (304) 

1700 (944) 

1310 (728) 
a512 (285) 

sented in the form of an exit total pressure survey, vane surface static pressure distri-  
butions, and exit static pressure distributions at the hub and t ip  radii. 

Exit Total Pressure Surveys 

Inlet total pressure, 

pi 7 2 psia (N/cm ) 

22. 0 (1 5. 2) 

19. 2 (13. 2) 
23. 6 (16. 3) 
45. 5 (31. 4) 
44. 8 (30. 9) 
85. 5 (58. 9) 
21. 5 (14. 8) 

To obtain exit total pressure surveys, the facility's exit section was removed to ac- 
commodate the traversing total pressure rake. With the aft-end of the test  section ex- 
posed, the static pressure at  the vane trailing edge was at o r  near atmospheric pres- 
sure.  Unheated combustion air of about 500' to 550' R (278 to 306 K) was supplied t o  the 
inlet of the cascade from the laboratory's a i r  system. For these tests, pressures a t  the 
inlet to the cascade were manually controlled through upstream valving in the piping sys- 
tem to obtain the desired exit static-to-inlet total pressure ratio. 

Exit total pressure surveys were obtained a t  the following vane mean radius exit 
Mach number conditions: 0. '93, 0.85 (design), and 0.93. Data for these surveys were 

Vane exit Mach number 

(mean radius), 

Mm, 2 

0. 85 

.73 

.93 

.83 

. 8 4  

.83  

.85  



cascade, Anwlar steps of approximately 0.003 radian were used to obka-lrm surveys  at 
the design exit Mach number of 0-85, and ang-~lax. steps of abcut 0,022 radian were ~jlsed 

for the off-design conditions. All pressures  were measured through individually cali- 
brated tputs from these transducers were recorded on 
magnetic tape in a central date recording facility. 

Vane Surface Pressure Distribution 

Experimental distribution. - Concurrent with the exit total pressure surveys (un- - 
heated air flow), static pressures around the vane surface were obtained at the three in- 
strumented sections (hub, mean, and tip). In addition to these tests, the facility was op- 
erated at elevated temperatures and pressures with the exit section in place (total pres- 
sure  rake removed) to obtain additional surface static pressure distributions for com- 

2 parative purposes. Inlet pressures a s  higli as 85. 5 psia (58.9 N/cm ) and temperatures 
up to 1700° R (944 K) were investigated. The burner section was operated to obtain the 
temperatures required for these tests. A valve in the exhaust ducting downstream of the 
exit section was used to control exit static pressures to  obtain the approximate desired 
vane mean radius exit design Mach number of 0.85. Inlet pressure conditions were con- 
trolled in the same manner a s  for the exit total pressure surveys. Vane surface static 
pressures  were measured by means of pressure capsules, and the electrical signals 
from these were recorded on magnetic tape a t  the control facility. 

Analytical distribution. - Comparing experimentally obtained static pressure dis- 
tribution data for the vane surface with that determined through analytical techniques 
was also of interest. Two computer programs were used to make these comparisons. 
The f i r s t  was a quasi-three-dimensional compressible flow (subsonic) program known 
a s  CTTD, which is described in detail in reference 2. A drawback of the CTTD program 
was that it only provided a reliable solution for guided channel flow. Portions of the 

vane surface, however, were not within a guided channel so  that solutions obtained were 
of limited value. A guided channel was considered to include only those points on the 
vane surface from which an orthogonal line could be drawn to an adjacent vane. Figure 9 

presents a section layout of adjacent vanes and shows the guided and unguided portions 
of the channel a s  applied to this program. The limits of the guided portion a r e  repre- 
sented by the two orthogonal surfaces shown. The unguided areas  a r e  the leading edge 
region and the vane suction surface beyond the throat region. To obtain a solution for 
the latter region, the program was adjusted by assuming that a ltguided" channel ex- 
isted. This was done by supposing that an imaginary surface extended from the trailing 
edge stagnation point parallel to the uncovered suction surface of the adjacent vane. 



Figure 9. - Guided and unguided portions of flow channel for CTTD computer program. 

Pressure  distributions for the leading edge region were obtained from a potential flow 

solution around a cylinder. This solution is described in reference 3. 
The second computer program used was a two-dimensional compressible flow pro- 

gram known as TSONIC, which i s  described in detail in reference 4. This program uti- 
lizes the velocity-gradient (stream filament) method and the finite-difference solution of 

the stream-function equation to obtain transonic solutions. Figure 10 shows a typical 
layout of adjacent vanes and the coordinate system used with this program. 



Figure 10. -Typical coordinate system used in TSONlC computer program. 

RESULTS AND DISCUSSION 

The results a r e  presented in the next three sections. The first  section presents 
cascade performance data in the form of exit static pressure gradients, exit total pres- 
sure loss contours, and vane surface static pressure distributions. Data for the latter 
a r e  provided not only for the vane exit design Mach number, but for two off-design Mach 
numbers as well. The second section presents the comparative results for data obtained 



with the eAended wall downstream of chamel 5 ,  The third section eoxulpares experi- 
mer~tal vane surface static pressure d is t r ibu t io~~s  with analy*icsl results, 

Cascade Performance 

A radial total pressure survey in front of channel 3 at station 1 was made prior to 
each data run to determine a representative average inlet total pressure pi.  The pres- 

sure  profile at this location was flat (excluding the hub and tip wall boundary layer) and 
never varied more than +O. 5 percent. 

Exit static pressure gradients. - Figure 11 presents the exit static-to-inlet total 

pressure ratios obtained a t  station 2 for the design operating condition of Mm, = 0. 85 in 

Midchannel location 

Figure 11. - Distribution of static pressure at cascade exit (station 2) for 
Mach number Mm, = 0.85. 

channel 3. The dashed lines represent the hub and tip radius design pressure ratios for 
a full annulus of vanes having a radius ratio of 0.76. m t h e r  than a constant circumfer- 
ential pressure for the mid channel positions, there was a variation in pressure ratio 
at  both the hub and t ip  radius. In addition, the difference in static pressure between the 
hub and t ip  walls was about half of the design difference, with circulation particularly 
lacking close to the end walls. This  reduction in the radial static pressure gradient re- 
sulted in the hub and tip sections operating at a somewhat lower and higher level of re- 
action, respectively, than design. The figure shows that for channel 3 the experimental 
pressure ratios a r e  0. 586 and 0.650 at the hub and tip radii, respectively. When a 
linear variation is assumed in the exit static pressure from hub to  tip, a pressure ratio 
of 0.618 would be obtained at the mean radius. This is equivalent to an ideal exit Mach 
number of 0.858, which compares favorably to the design value of 0.85, The exit Mach 

number based on experimental data at the hub radius is 0.908 compared to  a design 



value of 8, 96, The Mac11 number a1 the t ip  r3icliuc is 0, 809 compared to design v a l r r ~  

of 0-76, 'Illis eonditiorn illdieates that th is  cascade was operating more like a two- 
dimertsional than a ttlree-dimensism1 cascade wlaich infers that a pseudo radius ratio, 

v~hiel., approached 1.0, existed for this  four-vane cascade. 

Exit total pressure survey. - A map of loss total pressure ratio is presented in fig- 

ure  12 for the exit total pressure survey made at the mean radius design exit Mach 
number. The data a r e  presented a s  contours of percent loss total pressure ratio. In- 

spection of the figure indicates that a maximum loss in total pressure of 10 to  20 percent 

,->20 percent loss 

Figure 12. - Percentage loss of total pressure represented by contour lines, [(pi - %)/pi] 100, for Mach number Mm, = 0.85. 

occurred behind each vane. The wake behind each vane was of a fairly uniform size and 
shape, particularly for the test vanes. The thickness of the wake behind both test  vanes 

was relatively thin, and the distribution of the pressure loss was almost identical. This 
condition would suggest that both vanes were performing in a similar manner. Because 
of the absence of large pressure loss cores anywhere across  the cascade, with the pos- 
sible exception of near the hub radius of channel 1, it was concluded that flow separation 
did not occur. 

The boundary layer at the hub and tip radii was assumed to include a pressure loss 
of 2 percent o r  greater. Inspection of figure 12  shows the hub radius boundary layer 
was about 0.35 inch (0.89 crn) thick and the tip radius boundary layer was about 0 . 2  inch 
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F igure  13. -Exper imental  d is t r ibut ion o f  vane surface pressure rat io at Mach number 
M,, 2 = 0.85. 
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Figure 14. - Experimental d ist r ibut ion of  vane surface pressure ratio at Mach number 
M,, 2 = 0.73. 
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F igure 15. -Exper imental  d i s t r ibu t ion  o f  vane surface pressure ratio at Mach  number  
M,, 2 = 0.93. 
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Figure 16. - Comparison of mean section sur- 
face pressure distributions for vane 2 over 
a range of Mach numbers. 

Pressure, Temperature, 
P i  Ti,  

psia ( ~ l m ~ )  O R  (K) 

Dimensionless surface distance, dl1 

Figure 17. - Comparison of vane surface static pressure distribution data for a range of 
inlet pressures and temperatures. Mean section of Vane 2 at Mach number, M,, = 0.85. 
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&sface static pressure distribution ressure 
distributions for the two test  vanes at  th n in fig- 
ure 13. These data a r e  for  the design mean radius exit Mach number. The data a r e  
presented a s  a surface static-to-inlet total pressure ratio, ps/pi, and a r e  plotted as a 

function of the dimensionless surface distance, d/L. En general, the agreement of the 

pressure distribution curves between the two vanes was considered good. The maxi- 
mum deviation in pressure distribution between vanes occurred on the suction surface 
of the hub section and was approximately 9 percent. 

Surface static pressure distributions for off-design condition a r e  presented in fig- 

ures  14 (M = 0.73) and 15 (M,? = 0.93) for the three instrumented sections. He 
m, 2 

again the maximum deviation in pressure ratio between vanes occurred on the suction 
surface at  the hub section and was approximately 5 and 9 percent, respectively, for the 
low and high Mach number tests. 

Figure 16 shows a comparison of the pressure distribution at the mean section for 
the three exit Mach numbers investigated. These data a r e  for vane 2 only and merely 
indicate the trend of surface static pressure distributions with variation in exit Mach 
number. 

Surface static pressure distributions were also recorded at elevated temperatures 
and pressures at  the mean radius design exit Mach number. These data were obtained 
for inlet total temperatures of 540' to 1700° R (300 to 944 K) and at total inlet pressures 
of 22.0 to 85. 5 psia (15.2 to 58.9 ~ / c m ~ ) .  Figure 17 shows the comparison of these 
data plotted for  vane 2. The agreement i s  very good for all  conditions tested. The only 
apparent deviation in the data is attributed to the variation in the actual Mach number of 
each setting. From these observations it was concluded that operation at elevated tem- 
peratures and pressures  had little or  no effect on the surface static pressure distribution. 

Extended W a l l  

Because of the reduced exit radial static pressure gradient and the nonuniform cir- 
cumferential static pressures  at  the hub and tip radii noted in the previous testing, the 
abbreviated end wall downstream of channel 5 was extended (see fig. 3(a)) in an attempt 
to improve these exit static pressure conditions. The extended wall covered the viewport 
opening and provided additional guidance to the flow. The data for the extended wall 
were t&en at design Mach number only and a r e  plotted in the same format a s  before, 



The results of these t e s t s  are described in the following two sections. 

Exit static pressure gradient, - The circumferential variation in  exit static pres- -- ---- 
sure at the tip radius was nearly constant as silown by figure 18, However, the  variation 

in eareumferential, static pressure ratio at the hub radius showed about the same pattern 
as before; namely, a nonungorm distribution. It was also obvious that the radial pre 
sure gradient was still only about one-half that of the anticipated hub-to-tip radius de- 
sign value. The pressure ratios at  the hub and tip radii for channel 3 were 0.593 and 
0.661, respectively, which gave a mean radius pressure ratio of 0.627 (M = 0.845). 

m, 2 

Midchannel location 

Figure 18. - Distribution of static pressure at cascade exit using ex- 
tended end wall adjacent to channel 5. Station 2 Mach number, 
M,, 2 = 0.85. 

The small improvement in distribution of exit static pressure did not justify the loss 
of the viewport. Despite discrepancies in the circumferential and radial exit static pres- 
sure  distribution between experimental data and design values, this was not considered a 
serious restriction for conducting heat-transfer studies. 

Surface static pressure distribution. - The vane surface static pressure distributions 
for the extended wall configuration a r e  shown in figure 19. This figure compares the 
two test  vanes at  design operating conditions and includes the tip, mean, and hub sec- 
tions. As  noted, the comparison of the two vanes for the extended wall configuration is 
quite similar to that for the configuration without the extended wall (see fig. 13). The 

good agreement of pressure distributions between test runs indicates that the additional 
guidance provided by the wall extension did not significantly alter the cascade perform- 

ance. 
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Figure 19. - Experimental distribution of vane surface pressure ratio for the extended 
wail. Mach number, M,, = 0.85. 



Aasalflical and Exp!iwrental Data Comparison 

The abititytto predict vane surface static pressures (and henee velocities) accurately 
over the entire surface of the vane is of imwrtanze for the subsequent heat-transfer in- 
vestigations to be conducted in this cascade. The fact that this cascade did not perform 
a s  expected from design information for an annulus of vanes (as evident from the 

reduced radial gradient in exit static pressure) had to be considered when using the 
available analytical programs. The experimental pressure distribution data for the 
mean radius design conditions a r e  compared with the analytical results of the three- 
dimensional CTTD program and the two-dimensional TSONIC program. 

CTTD quasi-three-dimensional program. - The comparison of analytical and ex- 
perimental pressure distributions a t  the tip, mean, and hub sections is shown in fig- 
ure  20. The input to this program describes the vane geometry and the inlet gas flow 
conditions. The actual hub-to-tip radius ratio, however, was not used because of the 
reduced exit static pressure gradient. A radius ratio of 0.91 was used instead of the 
actual value of 0.76, and it was based on the exit static pressures  obtained experimen- 
tally at  the hub and tip radii. As  noted in the figure, relatively good agreement was ob- 
tained over most of the vane surface (dashed line near the leading edge represents a 
faired curve between a potential flow solution and the CTTD solution). The a reas  of 
major deviation were at the hub suction surface near the vane throat (d/L = 0.6) and also 
at the t ip suction surface near the leading edge. These deviations were approximately 
14 and 9 percent, respectively. 

TSONIC, a two-dimensional program. - Since this program is two-dimensional, just 
the mean radius data was used to demonstrate the validity of the program. Experimental 
pressure distributions and calculated results for the design exit Mach number of 0.85 a r e  

compared in figure 21. Five solutions were obtained for various exit flow angles and inlet 
mass flow rates. The exit flow angles considered were 64O, 60°, and 62.5', but resul ts  
a r e  only presented for  the latter two angles. Sincethe exact exit flow angle was not meas- 
ured, the design angle of 64' was used to obtain the initial solution. An incremental flow 
rate  of 0.0541 pound mass  per second (0.0245 kg/sec) was obtained by using an a rea  ratio 

of the stream-sheet size to the total throat a r ea  of the cascade multiplied by the meas- 
ured inlet mass  flow rate. The initial solution resulted in choked flow near the trailing 
edge. This implied either excessive mass  flow or an incorrect exit flow angle. In fig- 

ure  3(a) the end wall forming channel 1 implied an exit flow angle of 60' instead of 64'. 
This value was investigated a s  well a s  a value of 62. 5' in an attempt to bracket the t rue  
angle. With a reduced exit flow angle a 2-percent increase in inlet mass  flow ra te  was 
considered. 

A s  shown in the figure, the solid curves A and B a r e  for an exit angle of 60' and an 

~ inlet mass flow r a t e  of 0.0541 and 0,0552 pound mass  per second (0,0245 and 0.0250 
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F igure 20. - Comparison o f  experimental and  analytical (CTTD program) sur face pressure 
rat io d is t r ibu t ion  for  Mach number  M,, = 0.85. 
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Figure 21. -Comparison of experimental and two-dimensional analytical (TSONIC program) 
surface pressure ratio distribution for Mach number M,, = 0.85. 
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kg/sec), respectively. Curve A fits the experimental data quite well over approximately 
50 percent of the suction surface and over approximately 75 percent of the pressure sur- 

face. Curve B fits the experimental data reasonably well over 70 percent of the suction 
surface and approximately 80 percent of the pressure surface. Increasing the exit flow 

angle to  62. 5' has the effect of further separating the trailing edge pressure and suction 
surface results, but, a s  shown by curve C, the comparison obtained was quite good over 
the entire suction surface. The predicted static-to-inlet total pressure ratio for  the 
pressure surface, however, indicated agreement over 85 percent of the surface. 
Curve D represents the theoretical results for an increased flow rate  of 2 percent and 
the same flow angle a s  before. There was no significant improvement for the pressure 
surface over the results shown in curve C. Also, the results of the suction surface of 
curve D did not compare a s  well a s  the results of curve C. The best overall agreement 

between experimental and analytical pressure distribution was demonstratedwith curve C. 

SUMMARY OF RESULTS 

An experimental investigation was made to determine the general aerodynamic char- 
acteristics of an annular- sector four-vane cascade to be used for heat-transfer studies. 



Of pzt leu lar  anterest was  the statre pressrai-e dlstrsbui~on over the vane susriaces, Ot81er 
eharaetceristjes of interest were eonto~lrs of loss total pressure ratio and hub and t i p  

radn static pressure dns'crrbutions a t  the cascade exit, Tkre analytical predictiisrr of vaac 

surface pressure distribrrtisns and their covnparison with experimental data were xiso 
considered. The resul ts  of this investigation a r e  sunamarb ed as follows: 

1. The surface static pressure distributions were similar for the two center tes t  

vanes and indicated a relatively smooth and uniform acceleration of the flow from vane 
inlet to exit. 

2. Contours of loss total pressure ratio derived from exit total pressure surveys 

indicated that the vane wakes were relatively thin and fairly uniform in thickness both 
radially and circumf erentially across the cascade with no flow separation occurring on 
any of the vane surfaces. At the design mean-radius exit Mach number of 0.85, the 

contours showed the boundary layer thickness on the hub and tip walls to be about 0.2 and 
luded that this boundary layer 

would not interfere with the intended instrumentation sections located on the two test  

vanes 5/8 inch (1.6 cm) from the vane hub and tip walls. 
3. The radial gradient in exit static pressure was smaller than the design value, 

with little radial distribution existing near the end walls. In addition, the circumferen- 
tial distribution in exit static pressure was not constant, a s  could be expected in a com- 
plete annulus of vanes. 

4. The analytically predicted distribution in vane surface static pressure computed 
with the CTTD program (a quasi-three-dimensional program) compared closely with the 
experimental data over most of the vane surface. Notable exceptions were a t  the leading 
edge region of the suction surface at  the t ip section and near the throat area of the suc- 

tion surface at  the hub section. Maximum deviation, however, was only 14 percent. 

5. Analytical pressure distribution data obtained from the TSONZC computer pro- 

gram (a two-dimensional program) compare quite favorably with the experimental data 

when the measured mass  flow rate  was used with an exit flow angle of 62.5'. The suc- 
tion surface analytical and experimental pressure ratio data agree quite well over the 
entire surface, whereas the agreement of the analytical and experimental pressure data 

was limited t o  approximately 85 percent of the pressure surface. -- 

6. Extension of the end wall to provide additional flow guidance did not significantly 
improve the radial or  circumferential static pressure gradients at  the cascade exit. 

Lewis Research Center, 
National Aeronautics and Space Administration, 

Cleveland, Ohio, October 1, 1969, 
928-04. 



REFERENCES 

1, $9llvert,  B;\wzrd P, ; Cochran, Reeves P. ; Bengler , Robert P. ; Hiekel Robert 0, ; 

and Norrrs, James  W. : Turbine Cooling R@seansch Facilityy, NASA T M  X-1927, 1969, 

%1 
A *  Kaatsanis, Theodore; and Dellner, Lois T,  : A Qilasi-Three-Dimensior~al Method for 

Calculating Blade Surface Velocities for an Axial Flow Turbine. NASA TM X-1394, 
196'7. 

3. Rauscher, Manfred: Introduction to Aeronautical Dynamics. John Wiley & Sons, 
Inc., 1953, pp. 240-242. 

. Katsanis, Theodore: Fortran Program for Calculating Transonic Velocities on a 
Blade-to-Blade Stream Surface of a Turbomachine. NASA TN D- 5427, 1969. 



'The nerbrw/ficd lnka s e c e  ricti~ities of the Uf~ i t ed  Shtes sKPaII be 
coadticfed $0 ns to contribgte . . . to the exp~nx im of httlltm Lpeaw2- 
edge? of pbeaon~mza in t&e u t~~ toz~Bcre  m d  spsdce. The Ad?tzinistr~tiost 
s / ! l i  provide for the suidest practicable srud e$popiuta dissevzi~tior2 
of infiTjrnutio7a ca~tcerning its actizities a d  thi-rk~stdts there~f:'  

NASA SiCLENmIC AND T E C m C G L  PUBLICATIONS 

TECHNICAL REPORTS : Scientific and 
t ~ c d s a l  infwmian coixidered important, 
complete, a d  a lasting cmaibution to- existining 
know1edg. 

TECHNICAL NOTES: Infmmation less h a d  
in scope bt~t menheless af bportmce xs a 
contribtrtion to existing knowledge. 

TECHNICAL IMEEAQBAMDUm: 
Informtim receiving limited disrribution 
because of prelirnimry &zm, security clani6~1- 

. tiem, nr other reams. 

CONTRACTOR EEPIOBTS: Scientific and 
reclmicd information genmted under a NASA 

. ,  comxact or grant a d  considered an important 
- .  . .. ,contrih~tion to existing knowledge. . - 

T E C m I W  TBANSMTIONS: lnfo~mtiun. 
published in a foreign language considered 
TO merit NASA distributitm in English 

SPECIAL PUBLICATIONS: Information 
derived from or d mhe to NASA aajvities. 
Publiations include conference pmedings, 
rnaaopphs, dam compilaurms, hand&& 
s c ? ~ ~ r c b I r s ,  and special bibliographies. - 

TECHNOLOGY UTILIZATION ' 

PUBLICATI0NS: Informrim on technology 
by NASA that m y  be of parrisular 

interest in commercial and other am-aerospace 
applications. Publications indude Tech Briefs, 
Technology Utilizatian Reports and Notes, 
md Technology S L I ~ V ~ .  

, . . - .  , L .  a -.. - 7 ,'F - 
+q ,:&-?&; ,>. *.-~:l-*:-,-c >.-\ +b Details on the avai/abi/ity at these publications may be obtained from: J .- I.-:--- ; - . . -.l:$ 

SClENTlFlC AND TECHNICAL 

IONAL AERONAUTICS 
Washington, D.C. 20546 




