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NEWS

NATIONAL AERONAUTICS AND SPACE ADMINISTRATION (202) 962-4155
WASHINGTON,D.C. 2054  TELS: (202) 963-6925
FOR RELEASE: February 13, 1970

RELEASE NO: 70-19

MOON ROCK DISTRIBUTION

Distribution of 28 pounds of Apollo 12 lunar material
to scientists in the United States and 16 foreign countries

has begun at the Natlonal Aeronautics and Space

Administration's Manned Spacecraft Center, Houston.

The material, in the form of rocks, chips and fine material
and thin sections, 1s scheduled to be distributed over the next .

several months to 139 U.S. and 54 foreign scientists.

The 28.6 pounds (13 kilograms) of material represents about
40 percent of the material collected from the Moon's Ocean of

Storms by Apollo 12 astronauts Charles Conrad Jr. and Alan L.

Bean in November 1969. The bulk of the samples will be

Belentists by registered mail and by diplomatic
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There are 51 more scientists recelving Apollo 12 samples
than the number of principal investigators who received samples
from the first lunar landing. Elghteen pounds of Apollo 11
samples were distributed last September to 106 U.S. scientists

and 36 scientists representing eight foreign nations.

The domestic scientiflc analysis will be performed in
139 university, industrial and governmént laboratories in 25
states and the District of Columbia. The 54 foreign investigators
represent Australla, Belgium, Canada, Czechosiovakia, Finland,
West Germany, Japan, Korea, Spain, Switzerland, United'Kingdom,

South Africa, Italy, France, Norway and India.

A total of 1,620 separate samples, rocks, fines (dust),
chips, and thin sections, will be distributed. The scientists
will perform analysis in mineralogy-petrology, chemical-
isotope, physical properties, and bioscience and organic

investigations.

Preliminary examination at the Lunar Receiving Laboratory
(LRL) has revealed the Apollo 12 material has characteristics
similar to the samples returned on Apollo 11. Mineralogically,@
the Apollo 12 samples.contain the same major minerals, pyroxene,
plagioclase, olivene, and ilmenite as found in the samples

returned by the Apollo 11 crew.

Most of éhe Apollo 12 rocks are a coarse-grained crystalline

variety with abundant pits and glass splashes throughout.
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Potassium-Argon age dating, conducted during the pre-
1iminé}y examinations at the LRL shows the Apollo 12 samples
to be about 1 billion years younger than the age of the Apollo 11
samples determined by the same method. Other tests revealed
the Apollo ‘12 samples to have orgahic content somewhat less

than that found on Apollo 11 sampleé;.mw

The principal investigators will be asked to make a
report of their findings at the Lunar Science Conference

scheduled to be held in Houston in January 1971.

Of the 28 pounds of material distributed to,scientists,
approximately four pounds will be destroyed in the course of
the planned experiments. The remaining 23.7 pounds of sample

material will be returned to NASA.

The parts of the Surveyor IIT spacecraft which were
returned by the Apollo 12 crew were released“from the LRL
Jan. 10. Scientists and engineers at the Jet Propulsion
Laboratgry, Pasadena, Calif. and Hughes Aircraft Company,
Culver City, Calif. are currently examining parts of the

" Surveyor TV camera, TV cable and Scoop.

In addition to the Apollo 12 samples NASA will
distribute an additional 112 grams of Apollo 11 material to
13 scientists in the U.S. and Japan for second generation

experiments.
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