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Back to ResultsThe long winter model of Martian biology:  A speculationAn estimated mean thickness of about 1 km of frost in the Martian north polar cap summer remnant, if vaporized, would yield about 1000 g/sq cm of atmosphere over the planet, higher global temperatures through the greenhouse effect, and a greatly increased likelihood of liquid water. Vaporization of such cap remnants may occur twice each equinoctial precession, and Martian organisms may now be in cryptobiotic repose awaiting the end of the long precessional winter. The Viking biology experiments can test this hypothesis.Document ID
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