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Analysis of future space energy needs has indicated a variety of
missions requiring total eneivgies exceeding those of past missions by
two or three orders of magnitude (1 to 100 kW). A major part of such
a system will be the power converter and inverter subsystems which
process this energy to meet user requirements,

One of the major components within such a power subsystem is the
magnetic device. This component is used for voltage and current
transformation, input/output filter sections, parameter sensing, and
semiconductor control. Recently, attention has been given to the
different loss characteristics of magnetic devices observed under
various excitation conditions.

This dissertation examines the basic magnetic properties under
various operating conditions encountered in the state-of-the-art
DC-AC/DC converters. Using a novel core excitation circuit, the basic
B-H and loss characteristics of various core materials may be observed
as a function of circuit conrfiguration, frequency of cperation, input
voltage, and pulse-width modulation conditions. From this empirical
data, a mathematical loss characceristics equation is developed to
analytically predict the specific core loss of several magnetic mate-
rials under various waveform excitation conditions.

Previous magnetic core characleristics were observed using either
a voltage svurce or a current source. For a core being excited in
either of these modes, the voltage or current characteristics are ob-
served as the independent variable. However, the excitation circuit
used for this dissertation uses a high power wide bandwidth operational
amplifier which senses the derivative of flux with time as the con-
trolled parameter. Under these conditions flux is observed as the

independent variable with voltage and current as the dependent vari-
able.
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Power measurements were obtained using a true RMS wide bandwidth
wattmeter. The B-H louop characteristics were observed using an X-Y
oscilloscope. This experimental excitation set-up allowed the mag-
netic characteristics to be measured and observed under square, ramp,
and sinusoidal flux conditioms,

Using this flux controlled excitation, magnetic core character-
istics were developed for constant values of ramp flux and frequency.
These characteristics will show the circuit designer for the first
time the functional relati-aships between induction level and specific
core loss as a function of the two key DC-DC converter operating
parameters of input voltage and duty cycle.

Core excitations involving symmetric and asymmetric conditions
for both sinusoidal and square wave waveforms were investigated ana-
lytically using three specific core loss calculation methods. Experi-
mental data was used to compare the accuracy of these methods. The
predicted and measured specific core losses were within 10 percent of
each other for all conditions analyzed. 1This deviation is within the
error band of the instrumentation. Therefore, these methods will ana-
lytically predict the specific core loss for any type of voltage exci-
tation encouvntered in DC-AC/DC converter configurations using only
one set of characteristic curves for the specific magnetic material,
core configuration, and tape thickness.
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CHAPTER I
INTRODUCTION

Magnetic materials offer the power electronics designer a wide
range of magnetic characteristics (Ref. 1) from which he must select
those materials applicable to his particular DC-AC/DC converter design.
Like their semiconductor counterparts, magnetic devices display fami-
lies of operating characteristics which are functions of frequency,
temperature, basic material composition, fabrication techniques, and
driving source impedance (Ref. 2). The interaction between these var-
ious functions may be explained by ferromagnetism, material properties,
or domain wall movement (Ref. 3). However, for power electronics appli-
cations it is desirable to provide a set of magnetic characteristics
which are easily understood and accurately predict the performance of a
particular magnetic material when applied in a specific DC-AC/DC con-
verter configursiion.

Thi1> dissertation examines the B-H and loss chars-~teristics of
several magnetic materials used in present state-of~the-art power proc-
essing circuits. The effects of variables such as frequency, voltage
level, volrage waveforms, and modulation upon the inherent material
character.stics are explored using only externally measurable quanti-
ties.

Traditionally derived core loss data are presented as a function
of flux density with frequency as a parameter. In general, hard exper-

imental data is raken with sinusoidal voltage excitation of 60 or



400 hertz. The family of characteristic core loss curves are then gen-
erated by using a mathematical formula such as that proposed by Legg
(Ref. 4). However, this method is only valid for low values of flux
density. Only recently has attention been given to the different loss
characteristics of magnetic materials observed between sinusoidal and
square-wave excitation conditions at 10,000 hertz (Ref. S). 1In the
past, only circuits having similar excitation conditions rou'd utilice
these loss characteristics. Newly available state-of-the- ‘rt instru-
mentation equipment, and mathematical techniques developed in this dis-
sertation allow the power electronics designer to calculate the specific
core loss for various nonsinusoidal, and asymmetrical square wave exci-
tation conditions using oniy these loss characteristics.

The square wave B-H loop and associatad core loss characteristics
may be observed in a unique manner by means of an excitation source in
wanien the flux rate of change (d¢/dt) is observed as the indgepender.t
variable, and the power loss is measured using a wide bandwidth (DC-
300 K Hz) wattmeter. This excitation circuit, which is fully described
in Chapter II, allows the control of an additional variable, d¢/dt,
rather than just the driving frequency as is the case for all previc-
sinusoidal core loss measurements. If the excitation is restricted t.
that of a constant frequency square wave voltage having a variable duty-
cycle, the d¢/u. effects may then be determined for various constant
values of By independent of frequency. For .ne first time, the dis-
tribution of tie B-H loop area is =hown to be dependent upon the posi-
tive and negative d¢/dt ramp rates. The wideband wattmeter allows
core loss data to be accurately measured under these conditions. This

procedure allows a true separation of the variables ¢3%/dt, frequency,



and By. This data is then used to develop the functional relation-
ships of nysteresis loss with BM’ and eddy current loss with By and
d¢/de.

Sinusoidal core loss characteristics for a particular magnetic
material and lamination thickness are generally shown with flux density
as the independent variable, specific core loss as the depeadent vari-
able, and frequency as a parar. er (Ref. 6). Data collected with the
new excitation circuit is based upon values of constant d¢/dt which
corresponds witn square wave excitation. The core loss characteristics
are shown witn frequency as the independent variable, specific core
loss as the dependént variable, and d¢/dt and flux density as param-
eters.

In Cnapter III these loss characteristics, the B-H loup behavior,
and the instantaneous power waveshapes observed for the various wave-
forms are used to develop three methods which analytically predict the
specific core loss for magnetic materials. A pulse width modulated
square wave witr. a 10 to 50 percent duty cycle is then used to compare
the experiment. and analvtical accuracy cf each method.

The first method, which is similar to the sinusoidal analysis
tecnniques already in common use, allows the specific core loss to be
calculated directly fror the characteristics knowing the maximum flux
density (Bd) ard the frequency of operation. To calculate the value
of BM for the excitation pulse, the cross sectional area of the core,
number of turms, excitation voltage level, and pulse width must be
known. In the second method, the specific c re loss is calculated by
using d¢/dt and a. "equivalent'" excitation frequeucy.

The value of d4/dt is directiy proportiocal to the input voltage



and inversely proportional to tne number of turns on the core. The
"equivaleut" frequency is inversely proportional to twice the pulse
width. The third method is dzveloped as an extension of the second
method. Tue excitation pulse is subdivided into a discrete number of
time steps. The average voltage level is determined for each time
step. This veltage level along with the number of turns on the core
correspond to an incremental value of d¢/dt. This :orresponds to an
incremental loss at some "equivalent' frequency. The total specific
core loss is then the summation of these incremental lossec divided
by total period. These methods cover the functional relationship
between induction level and specific core loss as a function of exci-
tation voltage level and duty-cycle characteristics.

The concepts developed for the square wave in the third method
are extended to analyze other types of waveforms in Chapter IV. A
general equation form is used to relate the specific core loss to
d$¢/dt, and the equivalent frequency of the excitation. The coeffi-
cient and expc.uents that relate these variables are dependent on the
magnetic material, and the tape thickness, or grain size. Using this
general equation a computer algorithm is then developed which autc-
mates the analysis procedure. Analytical and experimental results
are compared for sinusoidal and nonsinusoidal examples using three
differert core materials and configurations. As a final example the
specific core loss characteristics for 1/2 mil Supermailoy mat:rial
under sinusoidal excitation are generated using the characteristic
equation for square wave excitation and the computer algorithm.

Finally, Chapter V presents the conclusions of this work and sug-~

gestions for future research in this area. Spec fic core loss data



for several magnetic tape materials and ferrite are presented in
Appendix A. A glossary of syvmbols and their associated units are

in Appendix B.



CHArTER 11
INVESTIGATION OF MAGNETIC CORE CHARACTERISTICS
2.1 Introduction

The analytical core loss calculation methods developed in this
dissertation are based upon the core characteristics observed under
controlled flux excitation. The width of the B-H loop was found to
be a function of both the flux rate of change (d¢/dt) and the maximum
flux density (BM).'

In all the specific core loss (SCL) characteristics presented,
both positive and negative values of d¢/dt were held constant over
one cycle. These d¢/dt conditions allow symmetrical square wave
voltage excitation of the magnetic material under test, With the data
recorded in this manner Faraday's Law (Ref. 7) is then used to calcu-
late the d¢/dt value directly using the excitation voltage level,
and the number of turns on the core. In an actual DC-DC converter
application the excitation voltage level is the input voltage being
applied to a particular magnetic device. Using the SCL characteristics
as developed by this method, the power electronics designer may for the
first time calculate the SCL for the magnetic device directly knowing
only tie input voltage, duty cycle, and tne frequency of operation.

I1f the effective cross sectional area (Ae) is known, then the
flux density in the magnetic material may be calculated. To accurately
determine the value of A, the physical cross sectional area of the

core (A;) and the stacking factor (SF) must be known. Four methods of



determining the SF value for cut cores are presented in this section.
The results of these methods indicate that the SF value for this

core configuration can be measured to within 5 percent of its actual
value,

The excitaticn circuit allows three different source configura-
tions te be simulated. By using voltage feedback the excitation source
represents a voltage source. If current feedback is used, the excita-
tion source represents a current source. When flux feedback is used,
the vbserved magnetic characteristics become independent of source im-
pedance. Thus, true sinusoidal or square wave voltage excitation can
be easily generated. This excitation circuit eliminates many of the
problems encountered with conventional square wave excitation sources.

The instrumentation system was designed to efficiently collect
the _ore loss data required for the development of the desired SCL
characteristics. The system was also used to run the desirea experi-
mental waveshapes against which the analytical core ss calculations
were then compared. The instrumentation system utilizes a Phillips
PM 3252 multiplying oscilluscop> for observing instantaneous P (t)
waveshapes. A Tektronix 7704 maiiiframe is used to simultaneously cb-
serve e(t), i(t), p(t), ¢(t), and the instantaneous B-H loop.

2.2 Review of Magnetics Equations

All available presentations of specific core loss characteristics
display flux density as the independent variable, SCL as the dependent
variable, and frequency as a parameter. To use this data requires that
the A, of the core be accurately known. This parameter is not always
readily available and is inaccurate in most of the published data.

However, for the majority of power electronic applications the input



voltage, frequency of operation, number of turns, and duty cycle con-
ditions of a magnetic device are known.

In a magnetic device a time-varying magnetic field produces a
voltage which mar establish a current in a suitable closed circuit,
Faraday's law (Ref. 7), expressed in the CGS electromagnetic system
of units, shows the relationship between this changing magnetic field
and the induced voltage:

e(+) = ~(dp/dt)x10~8 volts (2.1)

The minus sign indicates that the voltage is in such a direction as to
produce a current whose flux, if added to the original flux, would re-
duce the magnitude of the voltage. This statement that the induced
voltage acts to produce an opposing flux is known as "Lenz's law."

If the magnetic field is coupled by an N turn conductor, then

e(t) = -N(d¢/dt)x10"8 volts (2.2)
By use of equation (2.2), transformer equations for both sinusoidal

and -juare wave voltage excitation may be derived. If e(*) represents
a square wave of voltage, then ¢( ) would be a ramp function with its
slope proportional to the volts/turn ratio. Over one half cycle
(0 <t <T/2), e(:) has a constant value E. For the same interval
() gc e from -¢M to +¢M. The standard form of the transformer
e u ition for square wave excitation is obtained by integrating equa-
tion (2.2) over this half cycle interval:

¢=+¢M t=T/2

de

b=t t=0



% Exae® T T/2
¢ J =-—xt
_¢M Jdo
26, = - Ex10° T
M 2N
Rearranging terms
_ -1 -8
E = -4¢MT Nx10 © volts (2.3)
Since
¢M = BMAe = BMACSF maxwells (2.4)
and
-1
f=T" Hz 2.5)

Substituting (2.4) and (2.5) into (2.3):

8

E = -4BMACSFf Nx10~° volts (2.6)

If e(t) represents a sinusoidal voltage, then ¢(t) would be a
cosine function. Over one half cycle (0 < t < n/w), e(t) is a sine
wave with an amplitude of vZ E. For the same interval ¢(t) goes from

-¢M to +¢M. The standard form of the transformer equation for sinus-

oidal excitation is obtained by integrating equation (2.2) over this

interval:
8
d¢ = - —/—2——%&9- sin wt dt
¢=‘¢M 0
oy /2 Ex10° m/w
¢j = + oN cos wt
-¢M 0
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ve o . 277 Ex10°®
¢M wN
Rearranging terms
_ -1 -8
E = -(/2) by Nx107" volts (2.7)
Since
w = 2nf rad-sec-l (2.8)

Substituting (2.4) and (2.8) into (2.7)

E= -7t By, SF 2nf Nx10"8 volts

or
E = -4.44 B SF f n><10"8 volts (2.9)
wic .

By using Equation (2.9) the flux density for a given excitation
condition may be calculated. Once this value is known, published SCL
data for sinusoidal excitation may be used to directly determine the
SCL for a particular magnetic material. To the author's knowledge,
published data for square wave excitation conditions is essentially
nonexistent, However, using the methods described in this disserta-
tion square wave characteristics may be easily obtained. The square-
wave SCL characteristics have a distinct advantage over the sine SCL
characteristics because the effects of an additional parameter d¢/dt
may also be examined using the same set of characteristics., In addi-
tion, by rearranging the representative axes with frequency as the in-
dependent variable, and SCL as the dependent variable, with B” and
d¢/dt as parameters, the characteristics become easier to use., In

Chapter 4 the square wave SCL characteristics will be used to gen-
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erate the sinusoidal SCL characteristics directly.

The SCL characteristics shown in Appendix A represent the total
core loss as a function of frequency. If the energy loss is examined
on a per cycle basis (Ref. 8), the effeczs of d¢/dt, B,, and frequency
may be observed. The energy loss associated with the hysteresis loop

is readily determined using Warburg's law (Ref. 9):

v o= L -
v H dB watt-sec (2.10)

In the instrumentation system used, the input current to the core
under test was observed as the abscissa, and the integral of the input
voltage was observed as the ordinate. Using Equation (2.2), and the
chain rule, Equation (2.10) may be rewritten in terms of the input

voltage ei(t) and the input current ii(t):

=T
‘—l— :‘l.
0

.
t=T
= - Tlﬂ-\,/" |iNL_1 1i(t)][A;1N-lei(tﬂ dt
t=0
Y t=T
W, = —(lmLAe) f pi(t)dc watt-sec (2.11)
t=0

Equation (2.11) indicates that the area enclosed by the observed
B-H loop is proportional to the energy (hysteresis) loss per cycle,

Separation of the eddy current, hysteresis, and anomalous loss
components (Refs. 10 to 13) of the total core loss has been explored
using only sinusoidal excitation methods. However, by using pulse
width modulated square wave excitation techniques a direct separa-

tion of loss variables may be accomplished,
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2.3 Calculation of Stacking Factor

Four different methods were used to determine the stacking factor
of the cut cores used for this dissertation. The oil displacement
method and t+2 cross sectional scan method used the physical properties
of the core to determine the stacking factor value. The sinusoidal
and square wave excitation methods used the electrical properties of
the core, and an assumed value for the maximum flux density. Super-
malloy cut cores with 1/2, 1, 2, and 4 mil tapes were used and the
stacking factors obtained using these four methods were compared with
published values. Table I shows the results of this comparison. The
four methods used ére discussed in detail below:

Displacement method. - In this method Archimedes' principle

(Ref. 14) is used to determine the true d. placement volume of the

core. First, the core is weighed in air:

wcore o pcoreVFe
air
or
= -1
Vre = Ycore | ®core)
air
TABLE I. - COMPARISON OF FOUR METHODS FOR DETERMINING
STACKING FACTOR WITH PUBLISHED VALUES
Tape Displacement Sine ex. Square ex. Cross sec. Published
thickness, method method method method value
mils
J.5 0.865 0.885 0.843 0.914 0.80
1.0 .888 .928 .856 .895 .90
2.0 .932 .965 .934 .941 .92

4.0 .927 1,00 .934 .967 .94
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Next the core is weighed in an oil of known density. The displace-
ment weight AW is then

AW = W -W =
core . core .
air o

poilvcore
il

or

_ -1
Vcore - Aw(pcoil)

The stacking factor is the ratio of the air volume of the core to the

oil volume of the core:

Ve
Stacking factor =
core

Example:
Core: 1/2 mil Supermalloy cut core Peore = 8.7 gm-cm'3

. = —em™3
w°°reair' 345 grams Poil 0.928 gm-cm
Weoregjy: 302.5 grams AW = 42.5 grams

Stacking factor = (345/8.7%/(42.5/0.928) = 0.865

Excitation methods. - These are indirect methods in which the

saturation flux density is used to determine Ae. The core is excited
until the current waveform indicates that the core is in the satura-
tion region. Then the excitation voltage level, and frequency are
measured. Using the transformer equations derived in Section 2.2, Aé
may be calculated:

For the sine wave:

44 0-8) ™"
A, = E(4.44 B, f Nx10)

For the square wave:

= E(4B.£ Nx10-8) T
A, = E(4Byf N )
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The stacking factor is expressed as

Stacking factor = AeA;1

These values are measured at several frequencies and an average stack-

ing factor value is calculated.

Example:
Core: 1/2 mil Supermalloy Ac: 2.277 cm2
N: 10 turns BM: 7.2 KGauss
For sine wave data:
f’ e’ Ae’
hertz volts 2
cm
600 3.86 2.01
700 4.48 2.00
800 5.13 2.00
900 5.83 2.02
1000 6.5 2.03

— = 2
Ay 2.01 cm
Stacking factor = 2.01/2.277 = 0,883

For square wave data:

£, e, A,
hertz volts 2

cm
600 3.36 1.94
700 3.86 1.91
800 4.41 1.91
900 5.07 1,95
1000 5.44 1.89

K; = 1.92 cmz

Stacking factor = 1.92/2.277 = 0.843

Cross sectional scan. - In this method a microphotograph of the

core cross section is used to determine the stacking factor value. An
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optical micrometer is used to measure the adhesive thickness and the
actual tape thickness. Since the tape width is constant, the stacking
factor is the ratio of the tape thickness to the tape plus adhesive
thickness width or

Stacking factor = Ttape/(Ttape + Tadhesive

)

If these values are measured at several points across the core sur-
face, and average stacking factor value may be calculated. 1In Fig-
ure 1 the microphotographs for the four tape thicknesses are shown.

Example:

Core: 1/2 mil Supermalloy

Tape thickness, Adhesive thickness,

in, in.
0.000609 0.00003125
.000578 .0000375
.000537 .0000375
0.000546 0.0000468
'1‘tape = 0.000546 (in.) Tadhesive = (0.00005125 (in,)

Stacking factor = 0.000546/(0.000546 + 0.00005125)

0.914

2.4 General Experimental Set-Up
Previous excitation methods have used feedback control schemes
(Ref. 15) to reduce the harmonic content of the sinusoidal excitation
by controlling the apparent source impedance. For this work, feedback
control is used to achieve the desired voltage excitation. If a square
wave voltage is required, a triangular reierence voltage is used. If

an impulse voltage is required, a square wave reference voltage is used.



{a)

"

(b} 1 mil Supermallny tape.

Figure 1.- Cross section Microphotogrz~" of 12,1,
and 4 mil Supermalloy cut cores,




(d) 4 mil Supermalloy tape,

Figure 1. - Concluded,
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And, if sinusoidal voltage excitation is required, a cosinusoidal ref-
erence is used. Figure 2 shows the voltage, current, and flux relation-
snips for each of these flux reference conditicns.

‘The complete instrumentation system is shown in Figire 3. A high
power operational amplifier was designed which allowed t.e option of
selecting eitner voltage, current, or the integral of voltage (flux)
as the feedback parameter. A Wavetek model 146 signal generator was
used to generate the desired symmetrical flux waveshape. An ICL 8038
multifunction integrated circuit was used to generate the asymmetrical
square and sinusoidal reference waveforms. The excitation frequency
was measured with a Hewlett-Packard 5212A electronic counter. A
Clarke-Hess model 225 wideband wattmeter (J to 300 kHz) was used tc
measure the average input power into the core under test. This in-
strument allows the power delivered by a 100 kHz square wave to be
normally r:asured to within 2 percent. The internal current shunt
in the wattmeter displays the input current signal used for several
nmeasurements. A Phillips PM 3252 multiplying oscilloscope was also
used to obtain the instantaneous pi(t) in the core. The input volt-
age to the core was measured with a Hewlett-Packard 3403C true RMS
voltmeter. The Tektronix 7704 oscilloscope was used to observe ii(t),
ei(t), ¢o(t), pi(t) as well as the instantaneous B-H loop of the core
under test.

2.5 Source Impedance Effects

Source impedance effects discussed in the literature {Refs. 16
and 17) show that the width of the B~H loop to be dependent upon the
driving source impedance. By changing the feedback parameter on the

.

operational amplifier, a voltage o RL) or a current source
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(RS >> RL) may be simulated. The fiux, current, and B-H loop charac-
teristics for these two source configurations are suown in Figures 4
and 5. For the same BM conditions, the width of the B-H loop is
wider if the core is being driven by a current source. However, if
the flux is observed for these two source conditions it can be seen
that for sinusoidal current conditions, the flux approaches a square
wave. This is a condition having a higher d¢/dt rate in the core
than that realized under sinusoidal voltage conditions. Therefore,

the observed B-H width is really a function of d¢/dt rather than

being dependent upon source impedance.
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Figure 4. - Relationships for i(t), e(t), and @-1 under voltage excitation,
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Figure 5. - Relationships for it), g(t). and -1 under current excitation.




CHAPTER III
ANALYTICAL CORE LOSS CALCULATIONS
3.1 Introduction

Analytical prediction of core loss in magnetic materials is
important from both an economic (Ref. 18) and an engineering design
(Ref. 1Y) staandpoint. Accurate prediction allows design tradeoffs to
be made between the areas of weight, efficiency, and performance. In
addition new circuit developments employing magnetic devices may be
more fully analyzed without hardware fabrication. Early work (Ref. 20)
at frequencies of up to 200 kHz was aimed at measuring the magnetic
properties of iron. Separation of core loss into its specific compo-
nents of eddy current, static hysteresis, and anomalous loss has been
examined in great depth (Refs. 21 to 23) for low frequency (<1 kHz)
sinusoidal excitations.

With the growth of power electronics to higher power levels and
the employment of new converter techniyues, the need to understand the
properties of magnetic materials under nonsinuscidal conditions is
arising. Recent comparisons between sinusoidal and square wave core
loss (Ref. 5) indicate a lack of theory to predict the loss difference
observed between these two excitations. However, if the dependence of
the B-H characteristics upon the flux conditions described in Section
2.5 1s expanded, the loss characteristics for these two excitations may
be qualitatively observed, and predicted using easily obtained data.

In this chapter a comparison between sinusoidal and square wave

24
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core loss is made., The results are shown to be consistent with rhe
values published in the literature. Next, pulse width modulatec square
wave excitation is used as an analytical tool to achieve a true serara-
tion between the d¢/dt and BM effects. Finally, three methods are
developed to analytically predict the SCL for square wave excitation.
These results are compared with experimentally measured results ob-
tained under the same excitation conditiouns.
3.2 Specific Core Loss Measurements

To generate the SCL characteristics under square wave excitation
for the magnetic materials studied, data was taken by holding d¢/dt
constant and varying the excitation frequency. The power input to the
core was measured at regular frequency intervals. The actual values
for SCL in wa:ts/pound and By in gauss were calculgted from the

raw data using the following formulas:

Measured core loss in watts
Measuredé core weight in pounds

= SCL(W/1b) (3.1)

Measured erms in volts
3 = BM(gauss) (3.2)

kA _SFf Nx10"

where
k = 4 for square wave excitation

= 4,44 for sinusoidal excitation

Figure 6 shows the specific core loss for 1/2 mil cut Supermalloy
under both sinusoidal (Fig. 6(a)) and square wave (Fig. 6(b)). 1In
addition, comparisons are made with published sinusoidal data for these
two excitation conditions. The major difference between the published

and measured values for sinusoidal excitation may be accounted for by
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several factors:
Probable accuracy of the published data
Accuracy of the core loss measurement
Limited raw core loss data available
Driving source impedance
Measurement of actual excitation voltage level
Value assumed for stacking factor
Batch variations for the magnetic material

Actual lamination thickness

It is interesting to note that for equal values of BM the SCL
for sinusoidal exc:I‘.tati'on is greater than for square wave excitation.
Example:

BM = 2k gauss frequency = 1 kHz

SCL (sine) = 0.078 W/1b

SCL (square) = 0.058 W/1b

From these results it can be seen that the SCL for square wave
excitation is approximately 26 percent less than the SCL for sinus-~
oidal excitation. This result is consistent with previous observations
(Ref. 5) which compared loss conditions for these two excitations,

To aid in the development of methods for specific loass calcula-
tions, data is replotted with the frequency and flux density axes
interchanged. Figure 7(a) shows SCL versus frequency with BM as
a parameter for cut 1/2 mil Supermalloy under sinusoidal excitation,
Figure 7(b) shows these characteristics for square wave excitation.

For square wave excitation conditions, d¢/dt was held constant as well

as frequency. This allowed the additional parameter of d¢/dt to be
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Figure 7. - SCL characteristics for sinusoidal and square wave excitation with axes interchanged.
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plotted on the same SCL characteristic (Fig. 7(b)).
3.3 Separation of Loss Variables at Constant Frequency

1f excitation is restricted to that of a constant frequency pulse
width modulated square wave, the d¢/dt effects may be determined for
various constant values of BM. Figure 8 shows the instantaneous wave-
forms for p(t), i(t), and e(t). Positive i(t) values correspond to
H (Ni(t)L-l) values to the left of the B-axis while negative i(t) val-
ues correspond to H values on the right of the B-axis. Also, p(t)
values are both positive and negative which corresponds to emnergy sup-
plied to or energy returned from the core.

Figure 9 showé the instantaneouys BeH 1loop of 1/2 mil Supermalloy
measured for various d¢/dt (change in duty cycle) values while holding
BM constant at 6.76 K gauss, and frequency constant at 2 kHz. From
tnis figure, it may be scen that as d¢/dt increases the B-H loop
area for that portion of the cycle also increases. Since the B-H
area is proportional to t = energy loss, and the additional B-H area
is proportional to d¢/dt, it is assumed that the additional half cycle
energy loss observed is proportional to d¢/dt.

This procedure was then repeated for several values of By with
frequency held constant with the results shown in Figure 10, From this
figure it is seen that for constant d¢/dt, the total core loss in-
creases with BM. If the lines of constant BM could be linearly
extrapolated, the ordinate (d¢/dt = 0) intercept would indicate the
hysteresis increase with BM’ The eddy current loss is dependent upon
both d¢/dt and BM‘ However, it is interesting to note that for a

constant value of BM’ the half cycle loss is linearly dependent on
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Figure 9.  B-H loop as a function of dgldt for . _astant Bandf.
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Figure 10. - Half cycle specific core loss per cycle vs dpldt with By as a parameter.
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dé¢/dt. This procedure shows that a true separation of the variables

d¢/dt, and BP

¢ may be achieved using pulse width modulated square

wave excitation techniques. These characteristics will be used to
qualitatively explain the differences observed in the B-H loop for
sinusoidal and square wave excitation.

A comparison of the B-H 1loop characteristics under both constant
(square wave (fig. 11(a)) and variable (sinusoidal (fig. 11(b)) d¢/dt
conditions measured while holding both frequency and BM (relates to
hysteresis loss) constant is shown in Figure 11. Figure 11l(c) illus-
trates some interesting conditions which, to the author's knowledge,
have never been shown in the literature. It has been shown (Fig. 10)
that the total half cycle core loss is composed of a hysteresis loss
which is proportional to BM’ and an induced eddy current loss propor-
tional to both d¢/dt and By-

Since BM is held constant, hysteresis loss is constant, and eddy
current loss is dependent on d¢/dt only. The following qualitative
observations may be made. At point 1, d¢/dt for the sine wave is
equal to zero wnile d¢/dt for the square wave is equal to some posi-
tive constant value greater than zero. Therefore, the core loss for
the square wave is greater (wider B-H width) than that for the sine
wave at point 1. As the flux density increases to point 2, d§/dt for
the sine wave reaches its maximum value. This value of d¢/dt is
~reater than the d¢/dt for the square wave, and the corresponding core
loss (B-H width) is greater. As the flux density increases to point 3,
d¢/dt's for the sine and square wave are approximately equal. This cor-

responds to an equal B-H width. As the flux approaches point 4 the

same conditions as point 1 are repeated.



(a) B-H loop with dg/dt - k.

fc Superimposed B-H loops and flux excitations
for constant and variable de/dt conditions,

Figure 11. - Comparison of B-H loop characteristics fcr constant and variable
dpldt conditions with frequency and By, as a constant.




35

3.4 Analytical caiculatien Methods
Using the SCL characteristics for square wave excitation three
methods were developed which analytically predict the SCL  of a mag-
netic material for pulse width modulated square wave excitatioan. These
mechods are discussed in detail below.

Method 1 - Specific core loss based on By of the core. - The

SCL characreristics presented in Figure 7(b} relate the total specific
loss (hysteresis + eddy current = total loss) to frequency with By as
a parameter. This data will be used to determine the core loss charac-
ieristits witih pulse width modulated square wave core excitation. This
metnod is the most indirect approach to calculating the specific core
loss. 1t requires an accurate measure of the effective cross sectional
area of ti '»ore. Generally, this is a parametev whicl i3 not accu-
rately k. the power electronics designer.

Figure i shows the oscilloscope traces of a 100U Hz square wave
operating over 4 duty cycle range of 10 to 50 percent. For eéch duty
cycle the voltage for the positive cyele is adjusted to a maximum value
of 4 volts. The DC offset in the core is held to a minimum, Therefore,
tiie negative and positive half cycle vethﬁeccnds are equal.

In order to use the Figure 7(b) characteristics the Bﬂ value for
each duty cycle condition must be determined. This<ns1:XMLFault xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat"><ns1:faultstring xmlns:ns1="http://cxf.apache.org/bindings/xformat">java.lang.OutOfMemoryError: Java heap space</ns1:faultstring></ns1:XMLFault>