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ERRATA NO.1 

NACA TN 2135 

THE CALCULATION OF DOWNWASH BEHIND WINGS OF ARBITRARY 
PLAN FORM AT SUPERSONIC SPEEDS 

By JOM C. Martin 

July 1950 

Pages 16, 17, and 18: The equations beginning with equation (31) on 
page 16 and ending with equation (34) on page 18 should be corrected 
as follows: 

where the equation of t he lifting line is 

Yl = mxl - k 

When integrated by parts, equation (31) becomes 

z ~(x _ Yl : ky _ ~2(y2 + 
~ 

z2) 
r(Yl) 1 

¢ = -- tan-
2rr 

( Y + k) z2 
Y x - hl m m 

------------- --
_J 
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2 ERRATA NO. 1 NACA TN 2135 

The potential due to a bent lifting line as shown in figure 5(a) is 

r (-b!2) 
--- tan- l 

2rr 

z 

z 

r ( o) _ mz \ I(x _ ~)2 
__ tan 1 __ ~-=-:... ________ _ 

2rr y (mx + y - k) + z2 

r (o) mz ~(x - ~)2 - r3 2 (y2 + z2) 
-- tan- l -----:.....-------

2rr y (mx _ y _ k ) _ z2 

1 

2rr f
o 

-b!2 

dr t - 1 - an 
dYl 

z0(x + Yl
m

- ky _ ~2(y2 + z2) 

Y(x + y : k) + ~ 

+ 
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where m is the slope of the bent lifting line when y is positive 
(see fig. 5). When the lifting line is used to approximate a wing} 
r(-b/2) and r(b/2) are zero. The components of the velocity for a bent 
lifting line can be found by differentiation of equation (33). 

When dr(Yl) IdYl is zero equation (33) becomes 

z ~(x b r _ 2: k _ ~2 (Y _ ~)2 _ ~2z2 
¢ r tan-l =-

2:n: 
(y - ~) G _ y : k) z2 

m 

mz ~ (x - ~ t -~ 2 (y2 + z 2 ) 

y (mx + y - k) + z2 

y(mx - Y - k) - z2 

NACA-Langley - 10-21-53 - \000 
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NATIONAL ADVISORY COMMITTEE FOR AERONAUTICS 

TECHNICAL NOTE 2135 

THE CALCULATION OF DOWNWASH BEHIND WINGS OF ARBITRARY 

PLAN FORM AT SUPERSONIC SPEEDS 

By John C. Martin 

SUMMARY 

Exact and approximate methods based upon linearized supersonic flow 
theory have been developed for the calculation of the velocity potential 
and the downwash from thin wings of arbitrary plan form. Particular 
attention is given to the evaluation of the downwash in the plane of the 
wing. The applicability of the method inherently depends upon a knowledge 
of the load distribution over the plan form of the wing. General expres
sions for the velocity potential and downwash have been derived. Simple 
modifications Df these expressions produced formulas for the velocity 
potential and downwash from arbitrary curved lifting lines. 

A complete development of all formulas, starting with the basic 
solution of the linearized potential equation for supersonic flow} is 
given. Although the paper contains many new results} some of the results 
presented have been obtained by other methods and are given here solely 
for completeness. The general formulation of the downwash equations can 
easily be used in finding exact and approximate expressions for the other 
velocity components . 

The results of the theoretical development are used to determine the 
downwash from a pitching rectangular wing and to determine the expression 
for the local angle of attack necessary to give a specified load distri
bution. Comparisons of the exact and approximate values of the downwash 
for several lifting-line configurations are also presented. 

INTRODUCTION 

The calculation of the downwash fields induced by thin wings at 
supersonic speeds is necessary in order to evaluate accurately the aero
dynamic load distribution over the tail, an important consideration for 
structural and stability calculations . Available methods, including the 
present, are based on the linearized-time-independent flow considerations . 
These methods, in general, utilize the following well-known concepts: 
conical flows, potential doublets, vortices, and pressure doublets. The 
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conical- flow method is used in reference 1 to calculate the downwash 
flow fields in the plane of the wing for several plan forms including 
the rectangular wing . The potential-doublet method is presented in ref
erence 2 and is used to find the downwash behind a triangular wing over 
a range of Mach numbers in reference 3. The vortex method is developed 
for supersonic - flow applications in references 4 and 5 and is used in 
reference 6 to find the downwash due to thin wings approximated by lifting 
lines . The method used in reference 7 was the potential-doublet method; 
however , by integration by parts Ward obtained an expression for the 
velocity potential in space which agrees with the expression for the 
velocity potential in space determined herein. 

The present method is essentially a development of the pressure
doublet method for the calculation of downwash flow fields. This method 
leads easily to expressions for the veloci t y potential and the downwash 
from arbitrary curved lifting lines . These expressions in turn lead to 
approximate expressions for the downwash from lifting lines. These 
approximate expressions have many computational advantages. 

The method described herein has certain advantages in that most of 
the important results obtained by other methods can be obtained without 
difficulty by using the present approach. Integrations are performed 
only on the plan form; whereas other methods, excluding the conical-flow 
method, gener ally lead to integrations on the plan form and over the 
wake. An attempt wa made to pr esent a fairly complete development of 
the pressure - doublet method and at the same time present results Which 
have not been obtained by other methods . 

The accur acy of the developed approximate formulas is brought out 
in the evaluation of a rectangular pitching wing by use of exact (lin
earized) and approximate expressions . Comparisons are made between 
exact calculations of the downwash from certain lifting l ines and 
approximate expr essions . Other applications include some simple deriv
ations of known results plus "an expr ession for the local angle of attack 
necessar y t o give a specified l oad distribution . 

c 

P 

f 

SYMBOLS 

chord 

semispan 

Xl limits of integration 

pressure coefficient (pres sure/~v2) 

denotes finite part of integral 
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i 

m 

q 

R' 

equation of an arbitrary line 

variable index 

a constant 

YI limits of integration 

free-stream Mach number 

slope of line 

limits of summation 

angular velocity about y-axis 

R ::: JX2 _ (32 (y2 + z2) 

R( A) =0(A - xl) 2 _ (32 (y2 + z2) 

v 

€ 

p 

a 

free -stream velocity 

y - Yl, Z = Z - zl, Xi = x 

Cartesian coordinates 

increments in Xl and Yl, respectively 

angle of attack 

circulation 

a small positive number 

an auxiliary variable 

free-stream density 

local angle of attack 

---- --
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T 

T ' 

¢ 

'6¢ 

(¢z) I' (¢z) II' (¢z) III 

Subscripts : 

x,y,z 

TE 

NACA TN 2135 

area of plan form in forward Mach cone from 
pOint (X,y, Z) 

area of plan form and wake in forward Mach cone 
from point (x,y,z) 

perturbation velocity potential 

increment in velocity potential at point 
(x,y,z) due to an elementary lifting area 
at point (XI'YI'O) 

difference in partial derivative of ¢ with 
respect to xl (¢XIU - ¢XI~ 

value of potential difference at trailing edge 

( ¢TEU - ¢TEI) 

vertical perturbation velocity at point (x,y,z) 
due to regions I, II, and III, respectively 

line integral around area of plan form in 
forward Mach cone from point (x,y,O) 

upper and lower surfaces, respectively 

partial derivatives with respect to x, y, 
and z, respectively 

trailing edge 

THEORY 

The theoretical development is divided into three parts : First, 
general formulas are derived for the potential and the upwash in space 
due to a thin lifting surface; the pressure distribution on the surface 
is assumed to be known . Second, becau se ~he formulas in the first part 
are in many cases difficult to evaluate, the expressions for the thin 
wing are used to develop formulas for the potential or upwash in space 
due to lifting lines . Third, because in some cases the expressions for 
lifting lines are difficult to evaluate, approximate expressions are also 
derived for the upwash from lifting lines. 
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Lifting Surfaces 

Potential in space .- The partial-differential equation satisfied by 
the perturbation velocity potential in supersonic flow is 

(32d2¢ _ d2¢ _ d2¢ 

dX2 dy2 dZ2 
o (1) 

A general solution of equation (1) is given in reference 8. (The boundary 
conditions for airfoils are given in reference 9.) For the purposes of the 
present paper this solution may be written in the. form 

(2) 

where ¢u and ¢z are the values of ¢ on the upper and lower sides of 
the surface Z = zl . The finite part of the integral in equation (2) 
must be taken as indicated by the symbol f. The double integrals that 
arise will be dealt with according to the methods for finding the finite 
part of the multiple integrals given by Hadamard in reference 8. The 
area of integration T' is the area of the Z = zl plane for which 

Equation (2) remains valid when the velocity potential is replaced 
by its partial derivative with respect to the free-stream direction. 
Since the pressure is directly proportional to ¢x, replacing ¢ by ¢x 
in equation (2) has the ef fect of introducing a potential which is 
directly proportional to t he acceleration potential. 

Since 

¢(x,y, z) = J x ¢x(/. .. ,y, z )dA 
-00 

it follows from equation (2) that 

¢(x,y,Z) (4 ) 
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where 

The difference in ¢Xl' 6¢Xl ' is zero except on the plan form; therefore, 
the r egion of integration T is over the plan form only. 

It is proved in reference 4 that the order of integration of the 
finite part of a multiple integral can be changed. Equation (4) for 
zl = ° can therefore be expressed in the form 

¢(X,y,z) 

The integral 

must be integrated from the aftercone emanating 
t o the point (x,y,z) because a disturbance at 
af fects points i n the aftercone from the point 

- zX 
the preceding integral is 

Equation (5) now becomes 

f r om point (Xl,Yl , O) 
point (xl'Yl'O) only 
(Xl,Yl,O). The value of 

(6) 

In general, equation (6) is a f inite i ntegral; therefore, the finite 
parts symbol has been dropped . The expression for the velocity potential 
given by equation (6) was obtained in re ference 7 by a different approach 
as indicated in the introduction. Equation (6) may al so be readily obtained 
from Volterra ' s solution (reference 10) . 



-~~ ---"-~---- -~~ - - --"-- - --

NACA TN 2135 7 

Upwash in space .- Perhaps the most frequently desired quantity is 
the upwash ¢z. It is shown in the appendix that equation (6) may be 
differentiated with respect to z under the integral signs without con
sideration of the variable limits . The result of differentiating both 
sides of equation (6) with respect to z is 

t4xl [(y2 - z2) R2 + (32z2 (y2 + z2)] X 

(y2 + z2)2R3 

An expression for the sidewash due to a discontinuous pressure sheet can 
be obtained in a manner similar to that used in finding equation (7) . 

Upwash in the wake.- In the z = 0 plane for pOints not on the plan 
form or in the wake, equation (7) reduces to the form 

(8) 

The restrictions on equation (8) can easily be understood by comparing 
it with e quation (6) . Equation (6) is an expression for the potential 
in space due to a discontinuous pressure sheet . For points not on the 
plan form or in the wake, it can be seen from equations (6) and (8) that 

= 1 im 1. ¢ (x, y , z ) 
z~ z 

The preceding expression shows that in order for the right side of the 
expression to be finite the potential must approach zero as z approaches 
zero. It is well-known that the potential is zero in the z = 0 plane 
for zero - thickness wings except on the plan form or in the wake where the 
potential has a finite discontinuity across this plane. Because ¢z is 
in general finite and since the potential has a finite discontinuity 
acr oss the z = 0 plane in the wake and on the plan form, equation (8) 
cannot hold on the plan form or in the wake. 

Equation (7) may be used to find ¢z for points on the plan form 
or in the wake by perfOrming the integrations for an arbitrary z and 
then setting z equal to zero . Generally the integrations for an arbi 
trary z are very difficult . Both integrations of equation (7) must be 

J 
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performed for points on the plan form; whereas, only the integration with 
respect to Yl is needed for points in the wake. The reason that one or 
both integrations must be performed before taking the limit of ¢z as z 
approaches zero is that the integrand tends to infinity along the line 
Yl = Y as z approaches zero . The line Yl = Y must therefore be 
removed from the area of integration. This line may be removed by 
removing a narrow strip, of width €, on each side of the line Yl = Y 
from the area of integration . (See fig. l(a).) The integrations must be 
performed until the width € is removed from the limits of integration. 
The limit of ¢z as z approaches zero may then be taken. The limit 
of ¢z as z approaches zero cannot be taken until the limit of ¢z 
as € approaches zero is taken unless the effect of the strip is con
sidered . Figure l(b) shows the area of integration necessary to evaluate 
a point in the wake. It can be seen from this figure that the xl limits 
are independent of €; therefore, for points in the wake the xl inte
gration need not be performed before the limits are taken. 

The calculation of ¢z for points on the plan form or in the wake 
can be considerably simplified by using a combination of equation (7) and 
equation (8) . For points in the wake, divide the area of integration as 
shown in figure 2 . Each region of the integration may be considered as 
an independent wing with a local angle of attack necessary to give the 
load distribution of the r egion . Since regions I and III can be con
sider ed as being t wo different plan forms, equation (8) can be applied 
to regions I and III, but equation (7) must be applied to region II . 
The value of E is chosen small; therefore, in r egion II the variation 
of 6 ¢x with Yl can be neglected in the first approximation provided 
the pressure is continuous over the plan form . Pressure discontinuities 
may be dealt with by subdividing the regions of integration. 

The contribution of regions I and III to the vertical perturbation 
velocity when z = 0 is 

For a point above the wake the effect of region II is approximately 

(10) 
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where 6¢x(Xl,y,O) is the difference in ¢x across the lifting surface 
along the line Yl = y . The xl limits are denoted by Ll and L2' 
After integration with respect to Yl equation (10) becomes 

Y+E 
dxl 

Y- E 

and for z = 0 

(11) 

For points in the wake the resultant vertical perturbation velocity 
is then given by the sum of equations (9) and (11) : 

Equation (12) is approximate when 
of the approximation increases as 
the limit the equation is exact . 
is then given by 

¢z(X,y,O) 

(12) 

E is not zero; however, the accuracy 
E approaches zero and of course in 

The exact vertical perturbation velocity 

(13) 
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Equation (13) can be expressed in the form 

where the second integral i s a l ine i ntegral around the region of the 
plan form affecting the point (x,y, O) . Equati on (14) was obtained from 
equation (13) by integrating the first term by parts with respect to Yl. 

A considerati on of the previous division of the plan form into 
regions with regard to vor tex dis tributions is helpful in understanding 
the physical meaning of the preceding manipulations. 

Equat ion (10) is the expression for the upwash from a series of 
horseshoe vortices distributed over region II . The Yl component of the 

vortex strength is proportional to 6¢x(Xl,Y,0). The xl component of 

the vortex s trength is zero except along y - E and y + E . (See fig . 3 .) 
The spanwise distribution of the t r ailing vorti ce s consists of only 
two vortices of finite strength 6¢ (X,y, O) located along 

Yl Y - E 

and along 

Yl Y + E 

Equation (9) can be considered as the expression for the vertical 
perturbati on veloc i ty due to a system of vortices . The integral over 
regi on I represents the effect of the bound and t railing vortices 
associated with region I plus a finite vortex (see fig. 3) along 

This finite vortex i s t he sum of the y - components of the vortex strength 
along 
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Since the divergence of a vortex field is zero, it is not surprising 
that a vortex of finite strength exists along this line. The integral 
over region III represents the effects of the bound and trailing vortices 
associated with region III plus a vortex of finite strength along 

Yl =: Y + E 

Equation (9) gives the effect on the field point of the vortex distri 
bution on regions I and III, the trailing vortices associated with the 
vortices on regions I and III, and two vortices of finite strength 
l ocated a distance E on either side of the line YI =: y. For any small 
value of E the strengths of the two finite vortices are almost equal 
and, since the field point lies midway between these finite vortices, it 
follows that equation (9) should tend to infinity as E approaches zero . 
The infinity arising from equation (9) as E ~ O is exactly canceled by 
the infinity arising from equation (11) as E ~ O. A finite downwash 
then results at the point (x,y,O) within the wake region pr ov ided t hat 
the spanwise derivative of the load distribution is continuous at y. 

Upwash on the plan form. - In order to simplify the calculation of ¢z 
on the plan form, consider an arbitrary point slightly above the plan 
form and divide the area of integration into regions as shown in figure 4. 
Region IV is small; therefore, the value of 6¢Xl is approximately 
constant in region IV. For points slightly above the plan form the 
contribution of region IV to the vertical perturbation velocity is 
approximately 

A,¢ ( 0) fjJ X ri(Y2 _ z2 ) R2 + Q2z2(y2 + z2)il (¢) ~ u. X x,y, ~L~ __ ~ __ I-' _~_.-.:..=...IJ 
Z IV 2~ IV (y2 + z2 )2R3 

dxl dyl (15) 

The result of performing the integrations in equation (15) is 

(16) 

Actually the point at the apex of the hyperbola is a singular point and 
must be r emoved from the region of integration by a method such as i s given 
i n r efer ence 8, p~ges 147 to 150 . The integr als over regions I, II , a nd I II 
for points slightly above the plan form ar e given approximatel y. by equa
tion (14) . The vertical perturbation ve l ocity ¢z is then appr ox imately 
given by (equation (14) plus equation (16)) : 
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Equation (17) is independent of E; therefore, it is exact for points on 
the plan form. The result given by equation (17) was also obtained 
independently by Dr. A. Busemarill of the Langley Laboratory in an unpub 
lished analys i s using a different approach. 

Lifting Lines 

Integrations that arise in evaluating the potential or the downwash 
from thin wings are in most cases very difficult to perform. For most 
downwash problems reference 6 indicates that a lifting line can be used 
as a very good approximation. In this reference, formulas are developed 
for the upwash in space due to lifting lines . In the present paper, 
formulas are developed for the velocity potential and the upwash in space 
due to lifting lines by using the same approach that was used to develop 
the previous formulas for the thin wings. The results for the upwash 
agree with the corresponding results of reference 6. 

Potential due to a lifting line . - The 'potential or upwash due to an 
arbitrary curved lifting line can be found from the preceding results . 
The following expression for the infinitesimal increment in the potential 
due to an elementary lifting area can be obtained from equation (6): 

2rc(y2 + z2)R 

The potential from an element of a lifting line is then 

d¢(x,y,z) 
6.¢Xl 5xl zX 5Yl 

2rc(y2 + z2)R 

(18) 

(19) 

where the. product 6.¢xl 5xl is held constant as 5xl approaches zero . 

The product 6.¢xl 5xl is the difference in potential because 6.¢xl is 

constant in the x- direction. Since 6.¢ is also the circulation, equa
tion (19) can be written 
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• 
d¢(x,y,z) (20) 

where r denotes the circulation at point (Xl,Yl). 

Let the equation of the curve denoting an arbitrary lifting line be 

Substituting this function into equation (20) and integrating yields the 
equation 

¢(x,y,z) (22) 

Upwash due to a lifting line .- The derivative of equation (22) with 
respect to z is 

(23) . 

An expression for the sidewash due to a lifting line can be obtained in 
a similar manner. For points in the z = 0 plane not directly behind 
the lifting line, equation (23) reduces to 

¢z (x,y, O) (24) 

For points directly behind the lifting line, however, the equation of the 
lifting line must be known in order to evaluate equation (23) in the 
z = 0 plane. 
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• 
Unbent lifting lines .- For a lifting line parallel t o the y-axis 

l ocated at x = a, equation (23) becomes 

(25) 

When i ntegrated by parts, equation (25) becomes 

(26) 

When one or both limits of the first term of equation (26) are the inter
section of the Mach cone from point (x,y,z) with the lifting line, these 
l imi t s are neglected because only the finite part is to be taken. For 
li f ting lines that represent airfoils, r is zero at each end of the l i ne; 
therefore, in this case equation (26) becomes 

This result was obtained in reference 6 by using vortex theory. 

When is zero, equation (26) becomes 
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(28) 

Equation (28) is the upwash from a horseshoe vortex; this result was first 
obtained in reference 11. 

The velocity potential in 

expressed in terms of rand 

gives 

¢(x,y,z) 

space due to an unbent lifting line can be 
dr 
-. Integrating equation (22) by parts 
dYl 

dr For a horseshoe vortex is zero and 
dYl 

therefore, the potential in space due to a horseshoe vortex is 

The components of the velocity can be found from equation (30) by 
differentiation. 

J 
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Lifting line of constant slope .- The potential due to a lifting line 
of constant slope can be expr essed as (from equation (22)) 

YI - k) r(YI) 
m 

r-_____________________ dyl 

where the equation of the lifting line is 

When integrated by parts , equation (31) becomes 

zV(x _ YI ~ kt _ h2 
132 (y2 + z2) 

¢ r(Yl) tan- l 
2 rr 

y (x - YI ~ k) z2 
m hI 

. If. _ YI m- k) 2 _ 2 2 2 Z\j ,x 13 (y + Z ) 

(32) 
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The potential due to a bent lifting line as shown in figure 5(a) is 

¢ ~ r(b/2 ) tan- 1 
2 rr 

r ( -b/2) - 1 
tan 

2rr 

z ~ 

J( k)2 mz x + -
r( 0 )tan- 1 m 

y(mx + 

r (0 )tan- 1 

y(mx - k) - z2 

r ~ t - Yl 
1 df tan- l 

z x -

2 rr dYl 
y (x -l -b/2 

+ 

+ k)2 _ 13 2 (y2 + z2) 
m 

dY l -
-Yl + k) z2 + -

m m 

17 
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where m is the slope of the bent lifting line when y is positive 
(see fig. 5) . When the lifting line is used to approximate a wing, 
r ( -b/2) and r(b/2) are zero. The components of the velocity for a bent 
lifting line can be found by di f ferentiation of equation (33). 

When 

¢ 

d I'( Yl ) / dYl is zero equation (33) becomes 

z tx _ ~:kt _ ~2 (y _ %)2 _ 
r tan- 1 

~) (x b ) 
2)"( 

(Y 

- - k 2 2 z - - - -m m 

z (x _ ~ : ky _ ~2(y + ~t -~2z2 

tan- l 

(Y + ~J(x b ) - + k 2 z2 
-- +-m m 

mz \ h(x + ~)2 _ ~2(y2 + z2) 
tan- l V\ 

y(mx + k) - z2 

y(mx _ k) + z2 
m 

~2z2 

+ 

(34) 

Equation (34) is the expression for the potential in space due to a 
vortex of constant strength as shown in figure 5 (b) . Since the velocity 
components can be found by different iation, the upwash is given by 



¢z 
!...(DY - h2)(mx - y) + z2J Urnx - h2)2 - !3 2m2 (y - h2)2] - 2f3 2m2z2 (y - h2)(rnx - y) 

2" \ m8y _ h2)2 + z~ 8= _ y)2 + z2(1 - ~2m2)J y(x _ ~)2 _ ~2[(y - h2)2 + z2] 

[-(y - hl)(mx + y) + z~ rrmx + hl)2 - f3 2m2 (y - hl)2] + 2f32m2~2(y - hl)(rnx + y) 

-m Ey - h1)2 + z~ 8= + y)2 + z2(1 - ~2m28 V(x + ;) 2 - ~2 ~Y - h1)2 + Z2] 

m{[-y(mx + y) + Z2J(X2 - f32y2) + 2f32z2y (rnx + y)} 

(y2 + z2) Umx + y)2 + z2(1 - f32m2U y x2 _ f32(y2 + z2) 

m{&(rnx - y) + Z2] (x2 _ !3 2y2) _ 2f32z2y (rnx - y)} 

(y2 + z2) (Jmx - y)2 + z2(1 - f3 2m2U '-lX2 _ f32(y2 + J 
where the origin of the axes has been transformed to the point ( ~JOJO) of the original 

system of axes. Equation (35) can be obtained from the results of reference 6. 

(35) 

~ 
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(") 

:x> 
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~ 
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Approximations to the Upwash from Lifting Lines 

Although the integrals that a r ise when lifting lines a r e used a r e 
much easier to evaluate than the integrals of exact lifti ng- surface 
expressions , many of the integr als that ari se in connection with the 
use of lifting lines cannot be evaluated in closed form and many 
involve singular ities . It is the r efor e desirable to obtain appr oximate 
expressions for lifting lines . 

App r oximation of an unbent lifting l ine. - Equati on (28 ) can be used 
to appr oximate an unbent lifting l ine by a series of horseshoe vo r t i ces . 
The upwash from a series of horse shoe vor t ices that approximate the 
c irculat i on by a series of steI ' as shown in figure 6(a) i s 

n itt; 
i=O 

XY i (X2 - f32y i 2 - 2f32z2) ~(Yi) - f(Yi - 1U 

(x2 - f32 z2 ) (Yi2 + z2) Vx2 - f32yi 2 - f32 z2 

where Yi denotes Y - Yi and i takes on all integra l value s from 0 
to n . The upwash from a series of horseshoe vortices that approximate s 
the circulation by a series of steps as shown in figure 6(b) is 

The av er age of equa t i ons ( 36) and (37) is 

Equa t i on (38 ) is the upwash f r om a s er ies of horseshoe vorti ces which 
approxima tes the circulation by a seri es of steps as shown in figure 6 (c) . 
In general , for points directly behind the lift ing line, equation (38) 
shou l d giVe best a greement with the exact lifting line when y (the 
coor dinate for the field point) is midway between consecutive val ue s of 
Yl ' An expression for the sidewash may easily b e obtained by using the 
sidewash due to a horseshoe vortex in the same manner that the upwash due 
to a horse shoe vortex was used in ob taining e quation (38) . 



~. 

Approximation of bent lifting lines .- A bent lifting l~ne can be approximated by a series 
of vortices of the form shown in figure 7 plus terms giving the effect of the bend in the center 
of the lifting line . Figure 8 shows a series of vortices of the foYhl shown in figure 7 distrib
uted along a bent lifting line. The upwash from such a system of vortices is 

o 

¢z 
1 } my - Yi)( -mx - y} + z~ limx + Yi} 2 - ~2m2(y - Yi}2] - 2~2m2z2(y - Yi)( -mx - y}} [r(Yi+l} - r(Yi-l}] 

-4. i.nl -m ITy - Yi}2 + z~ ~mx + y}2 + z2(1 - ~2m2D J(x + Y.1y - ~2(y - Yi}2 - ~2z2 

n2 

~n} 
i=O 

{~Y - Yi)(mx - y) + z2] ~mx - n)2 - f3 2m2 (y - Yi)~ - 2f32m2z2(y - n)(mx - y )} [r(Yi+l) - r(Yi-1U 

m ~Y - n)2 + z~ ~mx - y)2 + z2(1 _ f32m2U ~(x _ ;)2 _ f3 2(y _ Yi)2 _ f32 z2 

r( o) m{~y(mx + y) + z2J (x2 - f32y2) + 2f32z2y (mx + y)} 

2 n(y2 + z2) Qmx + y)2 + z2(1 _ f32m2~ 0 x2 _ f32(y2 + z2) 

r( O) m{[;r(mx - y) + z2] (x2 - f32y2) - 2f32z2y (mx - YU 

2n(y2 + z2) Qmx _ y)2 + z2(1 _ f3 2m2 TI ~2 _ f32(y2 + z2) 

(39) 
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where nl is re lated to negative values of y and n2 is related to 
positive value s of y. The fi rs t term on the right side represents the 
vortices for negative values of y; the second represents the vortices 
f or positive values of y. The remaining terms take into ac count the 
effect of the b end in the center of the lifting line . Equation (39 ) is 
set up for a distribution of vortices as shown in figure 8 . 

Equation (38) can be used to approximate a bent lifting line if X 
is replaced by Xi where Xi denotes x - xi. When this is done, the 
result is 

(40 ) 

Equati on (40) approximates a bent lifting line by adding the effects of a 
series of horseshoe vort i ces as shown in figure 9(a) when the circulation 
is symmetrical about the center of the lifting line , and when the points 
(Xi ,Yi ) are chosen symmetrically about the center of the l i fting line. 
When the circulati on is not symmetrical and/or the points (xi,Yi) are 
not chosen symmetrically about the center of the lifting line, equation (40) 
approximates a b ent lifting l i ne by a series of vortices as shown in 
figure 9 (b) . The downwash from an infinite line vortex of constant 
strength and infinite , slope is zero; therefore, equation (40) should give 
a reasonable approximation to a bent lifting line. 

Resume and Discussion of Theoretical Development 

In the theoretical development exact and approximate formulas have 
been developed for the potential and the upwash due to thin wings. An 
expression for the pot ential in space due to a thin wing was derived from 
an expression for the partial derivative of the potential with respect to 
the f ree - stream direction . The upwash was found by differentiation of this 
expres sion. Formulas are derived for the upwash in the wake and on the 
plan form . The results of the exact expres sion for thin wings were used 
to find the potential and the upwash due t o lifting lines , and the exact 
expressions for lifting lines were used to f ind approximate expressions 
for l ifting lines. 

In actual calculations 'L'etter approximations to lifting surfaces 
may be obtained by us ing several lifting lines or their appr oximations 
distributed a l ong the chord. Anot her appr oach would be to distribute 
finit e vortices over the plan form . Either of the preceding methods 
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may be used to find a good approxima~ion to the downwash from a lifting 
surface, provided that the apex of the hyperbola formed by the inter
section of the Mach cone with the plane of the wing does not lie on the 
plan form. For cases where the apex is on the plan form there is a 
finite contribution along the Mach cone. This contribution may be 
evaluated by the same method that was used to evaluate the double inte
gral in equation (15). 

It should be remembered that this paper does not discuss the 
effects of thickness; however, these effects may be evaluated rather 
simply by use of source distributions. 

APPLICATIONS 

The results of the theoretical development can be applied to a number 
of problems. A few of these problems will be considered here. 

Potential and Upwash at Infinity 

When x approaches infinity equation (6) becomes 

Since 

integrating the preceding expression with respect to Xl gives 

( 41 ) 

Equation (41) is the same equation as the equation for the potential at 
infinity behind an airfoil in subsonic flow and is a well-known result 
noted in references 1 and 2. 
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The upwash a t infinit y is given by 

( 42 ) 

Int egrating equation (42) by parts and replac ing 6¢TE by r gives 

For wings r(h1) and r(h2) are zero, the first term of equation (43) 
becomes zero, and the remaining term gives the upwash a t infinity. The 
same result is given in reference 6. 

The Upwash for a Flat Unswept Wing of Infinite Span 

The 6 ¢x on the plan form of an infinite unswept wing is 2aV 
-T' 

Since 

° 
equation (17) reduces to 

¢z (x,y , 0 ) - aV 

For points in the wake, equation (14) gl ves 

¢z(x,y, o ) = ° 
The preceding results are the well-known e quations for the upwa sh in the 
z = ° plane for the two -dimensional, flat, unswept wing . 

Camber and Twist Ne cessary to Give Specified 

Lift Distributions 

Equation (17) may b e used to find the camber and twist pecessary t o 
give a spec ified lift distribution. The local angle of attack i s given 
by 

cr _¢z 
V 

( 44) 

I ' 
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and ~he pressure coefficient is given by 

P = _2L>¢xl 
V 

25 

( 45) 

The local angle of attack for a given lift distribution, derived from 
equations (17), (44) , and (45), is 

( 46) 

As an example, the local angle of attack of a rectangular wing with 
constant load is now considered . 

When the pressure distribution is a constant, equation (46) become s 

(J 

For the rectangular wing in the region unaffected by the tip, 
equation (47) becomes 

cr (3P 

4 

In the region affected by the tip, equation (47) becomes 

(J = J~E 
4 

P 
4ny 1

0 

x+(3y 

\l(x 

( 48) 

( 49) 

where the coordinates are now located at the intersection of the leading 
edge and the tip. (See fig. 10.) After the integration is performed 
e quation (49) becomes 

(50) 

Equation (50) agrees with t he results in reference 10 . 
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Upwash Close to the Trailing Edge 

The value of the vertical perturbation velocity immediately behind 
the trailing edge can be obtained from equation (17). 

In this application the concept of cancellation of pressure is 
utilized . It is assumed that the wing extends past the trailing edge. 
Since the pressure must b e zero through the wake, this pressure behind 
the trailing edge must b e canceled. The boundary condition~ in the wake 
are then satisfied b y the wing pressure extended past the trailing edge 
and the cancellation pressure. The upwash is therefore made up of the 
effect of the pressure on the Wing, its extension behind the Wing , and 
the cancellation of the pressure behind the trailing edge. 

For trailing edges which are perpendicular to the free - stream direc
tion the application of equation (17) (using the cancellation- of -pressure 
:oncept) to the upwash immediately behind the trailing edge leads directly 
to the r elation 

(51) 

~here aTE is the l ocal angle of attack of the wing at the trailing edge. 
rhe result given by equation (51) was obtained in r eferences 1 and 2 from 
1 physical con3ideration . When the trailing edge has a slope m, equation 
:17) yields 

(52 ) 

~quati on (52 ) is also obtained in reference 1 . 

Upwash in the Wake b ehind a Rectangular Wing 

Pitching about Its Leading Edge 

As an example to illustrate downwash calculations the upwash in the 
plane of the wing from a rectangular-pitching-wing is now calculated . 
(See fig. 10 for axes used in analysis . ) For stationary axes a pitching 
wing moves in the ar c of a cir cle ; there fore, for axes fixed in the wing 
a pitching wing in linearized flow can be replaced by a wing which has a 
local angle of attack that varies linearly in the free -stream direction. 
It is assumed that the wake remains in the z = 0 plane and that the 
rolling-up of the trailing vortices can be neglected. 
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The wake behind a rectangular wing may be divided into two regions. 
One region is not affected by the tip or tips and is therefore a region 
which has a two-dimensional flow. The other region is the region affected 
by the tip or tips; in this region the flow is t hree-dimensional. 

There is no upwash in the wake behind a two-dimensional unswept, 
pitching wing; therefore, only the region affected by the tips of the 
wing has upwash. Since the analysis is based on linearized flow, the 
two tip effects add directly and therefore only one tip need be treated. 

The upwash in the z = 0 plane due to one tip of a rectangular 
pitching wing is shown in figures 10 and 11. The velocity potential and 
the pressure on a rectangular wing pitching about the leading edge were 
obtained by transforming the expressions given in reference 12 for the 
velocity potential and the pressure on a rectangular wing pitching about 
the half-chord line. 

The upwash at the trailing edge was foun~ by using equation (51). 
The upwash close to the trailing edge was found by use of equation (17) . 
The evaluations of the integrals were performed numerically. Equati on (17) 
was derived to find the downwash on the plan fOTID, but it may be used 
in the wake by applying the cancellation-of-pressure concept. 

A lifting line was used for calculating the upwash 2 or more chords 
behind the trailing edge inasmuch as this method was found to be accurate 
to two decimal places in this region . 

The upwash at infinity was found by using equation (43). At infinity 
the upwash in the z = 0 plane for ~ = C = 1 is given by the following 
expressions: 

For y > 0 

for - 1 < Y < 0 

_ 4q(y + 1) 
3rr ,' 2 

for y < - 1 

_ 4q [ (y + 1) 2 + y + il 
3rt LVy (y + 1) ~ 

(53c) 
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Approximation of the Upwash from a 

Rectangular Pitching Wing 

The calculation of the downwash from the re ctangular pitching wing 
together with re sults of reference 6 indicates that, for regions some 
distance behind the trailing edge, l ifting lines give very good approxi 
mations to the actual flow fields . I n many cases it is simpler to u se 
the approximation given by equation (38) than to use the exact lifting
line expression . The accuracy of equation (38) was investigated by cal 
culating the upwash from an unbent lifting line and comparing the results 
with the results obtained using equation (38). The unbent lifting line 
used was one that approximates the flow from the pitching rectangular 
wing . 

In figure 12 the values of the upwash from the exact and the approxi
mate lifting lines are plotted . Ten equally spaced points acr oss the tip 
region were used in the approximation . It can b e seen that for this case 
in most regions the approximation yields results which are as reliable as 
the exact values. If greater accuracy is required, it should be remem
bered that the a ccuracy of the approximation increases as the number of 
points is incr eased . 

Approximation to the Upwash from a 

Bent Lifting Line 

The approximation to the upwash from a bent l ifting line given by 
equation" (39) was used to find the downwash along the line z = 0 , y = 0 
behind a triangular wing as shown in figure 13. Figure 13 shows the 
values given by equation (39) for 10 points acr oss the semispan, the exact 
lifting line, and the exact linearized solution. The values for the exact 
lifting l ine for this case were taken fr om reference 6 and the values of 
the exact linearized solution were taken from reference 3. 

Figure 13 shows good agreement between the approximate and exact 
bent lifting lines. In general, the accuracy of the approximation will 
increase as the number of points used in the approximation is increased; 
therefore , it is expected that the difference between the exact and 
approximate expressions given in figure 13 could be decreased by increas
ing the number of points across the semispan. 

Langley Aeronautical Laboratory 
National Advisory Commit tee for Aeronautics 

Langley Air Force Base, Va . , April 12, 1950 

---- - -- - --------
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APPENDIX 

DIFFERENTIATION UNDER THE INTEGRAL SIGN 

OF THE EXPRESSION FOR ¢ 

The fact that equation (6) may be differentiated with r espect to Z 

under the integral sign without consideration of the variable limits can 
be proved a s follows: 

If it is assumed that the r ight side of equation ( 6) can be 
differentiated by differentiating only the integrand, then 

(AI) 

If the pr eceding equation is correct, the potential may be expressed by 

¢ ..1... fJZJJ 2rr 00 J T 

since 

Interchanging the order of integration of equation (A2) yields 

[(y2 _ ;\.2 ) [F(,,)] 2 + 132,,2(y2 + ,,2)J X d;\. 

(y2 + ,,2)2 ~( ")J 3 

(A 2) 

(A3) 
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The result of performing the first integration in equation (A3) is 

¢ ~ « V~T 
(A4) 

Equation (A4) is the same as equat i on (6)j therefore, it has been shown 
that equation (6) may be differentiated with respect to z under the 
integral sign without r egard to the variable limits. Similar proof for 
the other velocity components can also be obtained. 
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z 

ach cone 

ntersection of Mach cone 
with plan form 

(a) Arbitrary point above plan form. 

Figure 1. - The intersection of forward Mach cone f rom point (x JyJ z) with 
arbitrary plan form . 
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,..,.-._- Mach cone 
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ntersection of Mach cone 
with plan form 

Arbitrary plan form 
in z =0 plane 

~""'--~::::""'o:::::::-_____ ~~Arbitrary point 
(x,y,z) 

y,=y 

(b) Arbitrary point above wake . 

Figure 1 .- Concluded . 
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z 

---Mach cone 

Intersection of Mach cone 
wi th plan form 

Arbitrary plan form 
in z =0 plane 

37 

Arb itrary point 
(x,y,z) 

y,=y 

~ 
L-64105.1 

Figur e 2 .- Regions of integration f or a point affected by the wake. 
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z 

y Mach cone 

Intersection of Mach cone 
with plan form 

Arbitrary pion form 
in z =0 plane 

~ 
L- 64106 .1 

Figure 3. - Vortices as soc iated with the regions of integration. 

39 





----+---~) y 

216 

x 

" I r TT7 
"'" 7 )~ 

(;</yz) 
Iy; = 'y' 

~ 

Figure 4 . - Top vie", of r egions of integration used in finding the down
i.rash on the plan f orm. 
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Vor fex 
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(a) Bent lifting line. 

---1-="-'-'--------7 Y 
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A'< rm 
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(b) Vortex of constant strength. 

Figure 5 .- Lifting line of constant slope. 
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Span loading 

(a) Approximation that leads to equation (36) . 

Spar: loadIng 

• 

(b) Approximation that leads to equation (37) . 

(c) Approximation that leads to equation (38) . 

Figure 6 .- Approximations of the span loading by series of rectangles. 
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------~~--------------------_7 y 

x 
• 

Figure 7. - Finite vor tex of the form us~d to approximate a bent lifting 
line . 

______ ~~Q~O)~--------------~> Y 

y, =-mx ~=mx 

x 

Figure 8 .- Bent lifting line appr oximated by a series of finite vortices. 
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(a) Symme t r i ca l loading and symmet r i ca lly distribut ed points . 
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(b) Unsymmet r ical loading and/ or unsymmetrically distributed 
point s . 
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.-

Figur e 9 .- Bent lifting lines approx i mated by a series of hor se shoe 
vor tices . 
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Figure 10. - Contour plot of the dryHnwash from a pitching rectangular 
wing in z = 0 plane. 
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Figure 11 .- Downwash behind a ~itching rectangular wing in z o plane. 



NACA TN 2135 47 

.6 

- EXQCf 1;f!1I79 IllJe 
X Values usmg 0p/yroXimof/orJ 

.4 
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X= 2c 

-1 
Y /(3) chords 

o -2 

Figure 12.- Downwash from a lifting line and its appr oximation by a series 
of horseshoe vortices at ten equally spaced points . (Lifting line 
approximates a rectangula r pitching wing . ) 
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Figure 13.- Downwash determined by exact and approximate lifting lines 
alone the line z ~ OJ Y = 0 behind a triangular wing with aspe.ct 
ratio of 3.2. M = -12. 
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