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NATIONAL ADVISORY GOMMITTEE'FOR AERONAUTICS

TECHNICAL NOTE NO. 894

‘THE EXACT SOLUTION OF SHEAR—LAG PROBLEMS IN FLAT PAﬁEﬁg T e
AND BOX BEAMS ASSUMED RIGID IN THE TRANSVERSE DIREGRTON - — -

By Fragrcis B. Hildebrand

SUMMARY T e

A mathematical procedure ls herein developed f£ar A )
_obtaining exact solutions of shear—lag problems in flat =~ 77
panels and box beams? the method is based on the assump— = 7
tion that the amount of stretching of the sheets in the .
direction perpendicular to the &irectinn of ‘gssential ot T
normal stresses is neg}igible. Explici% soldtions, in— .
cluding the treatment of cut—outs, are giveh for §everal - - -—-
cases and numerical resulis are presented in graphic and o AT
tabular form., The general theory 1a-presented in & form - "

from which further solutions can be ‘Yezdily obtained.

The extension of’ the theory to. cover certain c ages of non-“
uniform cross section 'is indicated, Although the §olu— -
tions are obtained in terms of infinite series, the pres= " —
ent developments differ from those previously given in B

that, in practical cases, the series usually conveige so0
rapidly that sufficient accuracy is afforded by a small
number of terms., Comparisons are made in several cages
between the present results and the correésponding solu—
tions obtained by approximate procedures devised by o T
Reissner and by Kuhn and Chiarito. _ e R

INTRODUCT ION

The theory given in this paper is %o be conBidered
as a refinement of approximate methods devised by Reissrner™
in reference 1 and by Kuhn and Chiaribto in réference 2 for
the analysis of shear—lag problems and may thus serve as a ~ =
check on the ‘accuracy ‘of those methaods. - Such problems s
cohcern the effect of shear deformation oh the state of T
stress in thin sheets which are analyzéd in fthe slementary
theory of the strength of materials without regard to shear
deformability. Examples with which this paper is concePned
are: (1) the introduction of concentrated forces 1nto flat
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sheets by means of stiffeners, where the forces act in the
plane of the sheet, and (2) the distribution of stresg in
the cover shests of rectangulaer box beams subjected to
bending loads: that is, in particular, the determination
of the effectlve width of suoch cover sheets,

One of the assumptions made in the above-mentioned
theories, which is retained in the fallowlng developments,
is that stretching of the sheets in the direction perpen-—
dicular to the directlion of essentlal normal stresses can
be neglected. This assumption, which is made plausible
by elastic energy considerations {(reference 1), is esson-
tial for the application of the mathematical methods em—
ployed in most of this paper..

No further simplifying assumption, however, is made
here and the problems congidered-are then solved in an
exact manner, as boundary-value problems in the theory of
plane stress, This work is in contrast with that of
Relssner, who obtalns approxipate solutions in sudbstan-
tially simpler form of & more extensive class of problems
than the problems considered in the present analysis by
an application of the principle of least work, and with
that of Xuhn and Chiarito, who further gimplify fthe prob-
lems by ilncorporating the resistivity of the sheets 4in the
directlion of the-essential normal stresses into the ef-
fects of stiffeners in this direction by inecreasing the
actual areas of the stiffeners by an amount representing
an estimated effective sheet width. Kuhn and Chiarito
then have to deal with sheets that are rigld in the trans-
verse direction and offer no resistance in the longltu-
dinal direction but possess finite shear rigidity.

The followling investigation will include the analysis
of beams with and without cut-outs, and, in this connsc-
tion, 1% 1s remarked that while the way was known in which
series solutions could be obtained for certain problems
concerning bsams without cut-outs, in terms of assumed
trigonometric developments -in the spanwise direction (ref-
eronces 3 and 4}, a_new type of series development is
obtained herein which maekes possible the treatment of both
types of problem in an snalogous way and, in addition,
possesses the advantage of being much more wadaptable to
computatlion than the known type of seriss solution for tho
problem of the beam .without cut-out.

This investigation, conducted at the Massachusectis
Institute of Technology, was sponsored by, and conducted
with, financial assistance from the National Advisory
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Committer for Aerronautics. Thanks are due to¢ Prafessor
7. Reisgsner of the HMassachusetts Institute of Teehnology
for valuable suggestions and ariticisms. ’ T T e

—

SYMBOLS

! length of panal or teamn

w . one—half width of panel or beam

&
x spanwise distance (xl =/ - x)

E
A cross—sectinnal area h
vy trangverse dlstance

rxternally applied aconcentrated force
b sheet thickness - '

h height of hox Dbean

- — ke . .~

I, principal moment of inertia of cross saction nf two

s1de webs, including corner flanges ) oo

a normal stress

T shear stress _*

€ normal strain

Q displacement compsnent in x direction

v dieplacement component in y direction B

E Young's modulus (B = Eg)

v Poigson's ratio : . o f - ’f i e

Y shear strain f - _ T
G shear modulus -

H- etressg funetion o

o] congtant
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H* modified stress function [H + Gv(x)]

A
od ratio of flange and sheet areas —%)

t
A.m - .- - .
“m % ZTw
n positive integer
A auxiliary parameter
G
£ dimensionless span coordinate ( /[ — —~
n dimensionless transverse coordinata
B ratie of moments of inertia of wabd and sheet about
transverse principal axis of beam (I,/I.)
Is moment of inertia of cross section of two cover sheets

about transverse principal beam axis (twh?2)

G
T8 guxiliary parameter <«/f: - l

P, uniformly distridbutad load

0, maximum elementary spanwise normal stress [oy(1)]

8 angle betwaeen x—axis and normal to edge of sheet
FS o (2n — )= Jﬁ; w]
g = 22 o n JEY
L 2 ¢ ! ]
I total principal moment of inertia of beam section

(14 + I, + BA&gh?)
particular solutien of differential equatisn

const nt(ﬁ)
& T

moment of applied bvending leads

P
k
M
P particular solution.of differential aquation
o stress function

X

I separation functions in solution of differential
equation

4 dimensisnless constant oScurring in Kuvhn theor (with
subscript R, occurring in Eeissner theoryg

K auxiliary parameter
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Subscripts:

edge

middle

effective _ g
spanwise . :

transverse

corresponding %o n

bending

average

H
H

PoBd HepBge

DEFINITION OF THE PROBLEMS

The first problem treated concerns the stress dis-
tribution in a flat panel of length 1 and width 3w
loaded at one end (x = 0) by concentrated axial forces
introduced into flanges of cross~sectional area Ag
attached to the longitudinal edges (y = +w and by a
concentrated axial force introduced into a longitudinal
stiffener of area A, along the axis of symmetry (y = 0).
(See fig., 1,) Suitable conditions are to be prescTribed
along the edge x = 1. TFor example, (1) the panel may
be completely clamped along this edge, (2) the flanges
and the longltudinal may be fixed at x = 1 with the
sheet subject- to displacement, or (3) the flanges may
be fixed while both the sheet and the stiffener ars not
attached to a support, It will be convenient to0o consider
separately loadings that are symmetrical and antisymmet-
rical with respect to the longitudinal axis of the panel
(fig. 1) and to obtain solutions for arbitrary loadings
by superposition,

The sacond problem deals with the stress distribu-~
tion in the cover sheets of a doubly symmsetrical box
beanm ,; supported in a prescribed manner at one end
(x = 1) and unsupported at the other end (x = 0) and sub-
Jected to a glven distributlon of bending loads applied
symmetrically at the sheet-webd jJunctions (fig. 2).

There may be flanges at the junctions of the cover .
sheets and side webs and a longitudinal stiffener along
the center line (y = 0) of the cover sheets. The pro-
cedure will be outlined for a rather general class of
end-support conditions, while explicit solutions will
be obtained for the cases when (1) the structure is
completely clamped along the edge at x = 1 (fig.
2(a)), =and (2) the side webs are fixed at =x = 1,
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A

but the cover sheets are not attached to a support (fig.
2(b)), as would be the casse at the outboard edge of a
cut-out. .

Finally, the stross distribution is determined in an
infinite half-gheet rigid 1n the direction parallel to v
its gtraight-edge and loaded by a concentrated force, in
the plane of the sheet and normal to the straight-edge, ’
introduced into a stiffener attached to the sheet in the
direction of the applied force (fig. 3(&)). While the
solution in this case 41g probadbly of slight practical
interest in itself, it was felt that it might serve asg
an indication of the limiting behavior of solutionas to
other related problems.

BASIC EQUATIONS IN THE THEORY OF PLANE STRESS FOR
AN ORTEOTROPIC MATERIAL RIGID IN ONE DIRECTION
The following eguations must be satisfled for a
state of plane stresEs in an orthotropic medium of uni-
form thickness:

(a) The equilibrium conditions for an element of the

sheet
20
—:—E + Q-I- = 0 (19.)
cx vy
T 30
ek AR (1v)

(e7)
™
(oY)
D)
”NJ

(b) The gtress-strain relationships

du i,_

€x = é'-;c- = ET;(O'x - Uxoy) (2&)
av 1 )

‘y =3 E;(Gy = VyOx) (20)
dgu 9a8v _ 1 -

V=57 58" (20)

For a medium rigid in the y-direction
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B = o™
7
(3)
vg = O
and, from equation (2b), it then follows that
ov -
= 0
3 (4)
v = v(x)

If E is written for E,, equations (2a) and (Zc) take

the form . I
0
B .611%- = O’; S . (53}
G ou _ T — 6 v'(x) (51)
oy y

From equation (5) it follows by differentiation that

If the equilibrium condition of equation {la) is

satisfied by means of a stress function H, in terms of
which i
dH L
Ux = 5; _ (7&)
o0 .
T = — :
So (7v)

"it follows from equation (5) that H must satisfy the
equation

az G d3=H : ' s R

— N x 8

-a-y—g- G v ('\.) ( >

+

]

The solution of any plane stress problem in such an
orthotropic medium is thus reduced to the formulation of

- boundary conditions relative to the function H and to

the solution of the differentiasl equation (8) sub;ect to
those boundary conditions.

With H  determined, the stress Oy is found from
equation (3 D) as foilows? :
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acy 3T 3%y ¢ 3%
it AUl A D
oy ox dx® E dy®
o, = = ¢ oK. _ Gy v"x) + £(=x) (9)
E oy :

while from equation (5) there follows for the displace—
ment component wu,

u = i‘/1§E ax ¥_c : {10)
EJ oy ' :

An interesting relationship between u and H can
bec established by means of complex variables. If a new

variabls _
G
Xy =T = 11
xy = /2 | (11)

is introduced, equation (8) transforms into

2 2 Ly B
d Hﬁ N J°H - G_d v (12)
0x, % Ay =2 ‘dx,®

and equations (5) and (7) give

__«/—— au T
ay Bxl
> (13)
dH av —— Ou
FE TR T ¥
Xy X3 y o

If the function )

E* = H + & v(x) (14) -
is defined, equations (12) and (13) become

o Rk D =g %

G~H " O0°E =0 | (15)

dx,? dy=
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*
oH - «/ﬁ du
ay axl
s (18)
N ek
dx, - dy
-

From equations (15) and (16), it may be concluded that
H* + 1 VB¢ uw = F(x, + iy) {(17)

that is, H + Gv(x) and +~EG u are the real and the
imaginary parts, respectively, of =a funcyion.of the com—

plex variable /% x + iy.

SUMMARY AND DISCUSSION OF EXPLICIT SOLUTIONS

In this section are presenied explicit. solutions of
cortain problems, the mathematical derivations of which
ars given in the two sections that follow. Solutions of
a large class of related problems can be obtained directly
from the analysis included in those sections.

Although the results with regard t6 panels are pre—
" sented in this section only for the limiting c¢asé in which
Il =, the correspending solutions for panels clamped a¥b
the end =x = 1 can be obtained in all cases by replacing

V/E‘K x - |

-/ = A, = o - .

e ¥ E ¥ by cosh /% An L “/Coshv/%.kn L in the given
w .

W
®xpressions for the stress functions.

Unless otherwise specified, the rgtio G/E is
assigned the value 3/8 in the numerical calculations of
this paper. In case the loading is 'such that the shest
becomes wrinkled, a smaller value of the shear modulus
must be taken, The nature of the solutions for large val—
ues of the span—width ratio is such, however, that a
change ln the value of G merely involves magnification ~

of the = scale in the ratio
W Gors

, together with a
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multiplication of the shesar §tress values by the recipro—
cal ratio. '

Stresses in a Long Symmetrically Loaded Flanged Panel
without Central Btiffener
{Panel 1]

A long panel of width 2w is clamped along one end
(x = ») and is loaded at the end x = 0 by axial forcos
F acting on flanges of oequal cross—sectlional area 4
attached to the edges (y = % w) of—the sheet (fig. 4(a)).
TYhe stress function is determined in the form

F f i% A 'F M x
; 1 v ' cos-Ap sin Apnw: W E 'Ry
2 o L s — + i . . X
H t La + 1w 2 S Ap(l + o cos® Ay) © J (18)
n=1 B . . - -

where o zrepresents the ratio of the flange and sheet arocas
ant is given as

A

C)S-—-—_b_—;‘_ (19)
and the parameters A, are the positive solutlons of the
equation )

tan Ap + @ Ay = O (20)

the first 15 of which are listed for o.= 1 and o =5
in table 1. The eoxpressions for the spanwise normal

OF " . I ' N o
stress o_ = ﬁ— and the shear stress 71 = — %g follow -
= 33 _

in tnhe form

[+ ] . ‘ _ _ — G \ = .
7 1 ' cos A,y cos Ap % /E "n w
T = i il g 9 7 : —— e (21)
- tw La + 1 n=1 1 + o coszkn
. G x
. x> . v - = A -
P S? cos Ay sin A, = E "D oy
T o= gf2 :
ot

v - : (22)
V=1 1 4+ @ cog® A S :
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In the case of an unflanged panel, for which o =, 0,
the series become Fourier series and can be summed ih
closed form, gilving

2F —1
H=— tan - tanh~é tan 2\\ (23)
L 2 2/
. ¥ sinh ¢
X tw coshf + cos 7
. F ZG sin n ) )
T twwE coshf + cos 7 . -
where . s
- /& nx )
oy S
and L —_
T _—

The flange normal and shear stresses, as well as the
normal stresses along the center line of the panel, for T
the cases o =1 and o« = 5, are plotted in flgure 5(a)
while the normal stress distributions along an edge and T
along the center line for an unflanged panel (¢ = 0) are — ~
given in figure 5(b). (See table 2,) It is seen that for
@ = 1 +the shear—~lag function qx(x,w) — o4x(x,0) becones
negligible at a distance from the end section équal to
about 2% times the width of the pansl (x = 5w), while if
o = B apgre01able shear lag is present up to a distance
of about 3 times the width of the panel., If no fTlanges o T E
are present, the normal stress becomes infinite at the :
point of load appllcatlon, at a distancé 6f about 1k times
the width of the panel, however, the spanwise normal stress
becomes practically corstant over the cross section._

Stresses in a Long Antisymmetrically Loaded Flanged Panel
without Central Stiffeners - T
[Panel 2 ]

If equal and opposite forces +F are acting on the
flanges of a symmetrical panel (fig. 4(b)), the stresses
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are determined from the stress functiont?
i .

F 3 3 1 T
H= —¢ oo Ly L= . .
t] 2(3a + 1) [ \w/ 3 ] :

L .
' sin A

ol sin P\nGos Kn_%f-—-———-—-> ﬁ X
) - - 2
P

' L in A\B
n=1 xn!} + o sin® A, /E—E——E\ ]

X, J

(24)

-2

where again o = ;— and the parameters A, satisfy the
w : .
eguation ' ’
An
tan Ay = —————— (25)

a A+ 1
The first 15 of these parameters ‘are listed for a = O,
a =1, and o = 5 1in table 3.

The expression for the spanwise normal and shear
stresses in the panel follow from equation (24) by dif=

ferentiation, _
. i v
sin A, sin A, = _ﬁ =
s ) ® n § ny g May
o = E Tz ) — e 7 (26)
X tw 2a+1 w £

gin A, \3
n=3 144 sina?nn- ( E—)
A

If no flanges are present, the expression for the
stress .function reduces to

J /G X
- o C. —_ - A - JZ A =
] . [g y\ - . ® cos Ay ” cos A, . F MW (28)
- --\—. ——— —y o
1en w/ L Ay sin Ay

iThe irrelevant sdded constants present in equation (24)
and in the expressions for certain of the other stress
fiunctions in the following problems are due to the conven—
tion theat H(o,o0) = 0. '
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where L
tan Ap = Ap ’ ~(29)

The flange normal stress, as well as the shear stregs
at the flange and along the center line, is plotted for

a =1 and o =5 in figure o(a), while for an unflanged
panel the normal stress along the edge and the shéar sStress
at the center line are shown in figure 6(b). (See table 4.)

It is seen that in all cases the normal stresses c¢loésely
approach their limiting values at a distance from the end
which is less than the width of the pansel. .

Stresses in a Long Flanged Panel without Central Stiffener

Subjected to Asymmetrical Concentrated TLoadings

If unequal loads are acting on the flanges of a Sym—
metrical panel, the corresponding stress function can be
obtained by superimposing proper multiples of the symmet—
rical and antisymmetricel stress functions (18) and (24).

For example, if, as in panel 3, a force F is act—
ing upon the.flange along the edge y = w, the other
flange being unloaded (fig, 4(c)), the relevant stress
function ieg given by one—half the sum of the functions
(18) and (24). The corresponding stress distribution is
indicated for o =1 in figure 7.

T . -

Stesses in & Long Symmetrical Flanged Panel with
Central Stiffener
[ Panels 4 and 5]

If arbitrary concentrgted loads are introduced into
the two flanges and into the central stiffener of a long
symmetrical panel, the loading may be considered as the
superposition of two loadings? (1) equal loads Fg act—
ing on the two flanges and a load F, ‘acting on the stiff—
ener, and (2) equal and opp031te loads £F intreduced into

the flanges, no load acting on the stiffener., In the sec—

ond case (fig. 4(e)), the stiffener is ineffective and the’
stress distribution is obtained from squations (24) tao
(27).. That the stiffener is ineffective follows from the
convention that the stiffener 'is concentrated along a
line. If the width of the stiffener is small in compari-
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son with the width of the panel, the efiects actually
present would in any case be negligible.

In the case of a symmetrical loading (fig. 4(d)) con—
sideration of the shearing action along the two edges.of .-
the central stiffener indicates that the shear stress is
discontinuous at the stiffener. :4s a resulf, it is found
that the stress function has different analytical expres—
sions -in the two sections of-the panel., Because of the
symmetry, however, it is sufficient to determine the state
of stress in one—half the panel., In the positive half of
the panel (o < y < w) the stress function is obtained in L
the form N

H = LA Eﬂ<z—m—l\+]ﬁ'e<%+dm)
t(o:,+oc,m+l) 2 w /

o]

TS . |

— L K--sin l ; + ap cos‘knr; e . (20)
=1

where the. constants are defined as

Ae
* T
(31)
Ag
ap = ——
" 2tw
- W -1
SRR : L2} e
Y., = v \-K; sin Ap 5 F om cos Ap = dy (32)
T y \
Kn=-/¥{"21 woe= 1
)

v '\ f 1 ¥
4_3;6(_..;.%/.-}1msinkn—+%coshn_%}dy (33)

&ln w

and the parameters Ay are the positive solutions of fhe o
equation I o )

- tan Kn

% am Ap tan hn*T:’a*'avm (34) ’
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The stresses Oy and T follow from equation (30)
by differentiation in accordance with equation (7).
Although the expression in equation (30) is somewhat com—
pPlicated, it is found that, except in the immediate neigh—
borhood of the end x = O where the stresses are already

known, the presence of the exponential factof im the series

brings about such rapid convergence in practical cases
that very few terms of the series are needed for ‘ordinary’
accuracy. In g later section the stress distribution
associated with equation (30) is evaluated numerically for
the case of an actual test panel (panel 10) considered pre-—
viously in reference 3. -

Panels 6 %0 9 represent =z special case in which

Ay, = 2 Ags. If the area of the central étifienef is just
twice the area Qf sach flange, the expressions involved in
the solution are considerably simplified, In this case =
general symmebtrical loading can be treated by super impas—
ing two basic loadings: (1) equal loads F acting on the
flanges and & load 2F acting on the stiffener (panel 6),
and (2) equal loads F acting on the flanges and a load
"—2F acting on the stiffener (panel 7). Lgain, because of
symnetry, it is sufficient in each case %o con51der the
positive half of the panel.

For panel 6 (fig. 4(f)), each half of the panel behaves

in the same way as panel 1. The stress function is obtained

by replacing w Dby % and y by (2 % - i\ in the ex—

pression for the stress functlon for the complete panel-
so that, for o< ¥y < w, -

N\ ‘;\g—'cosk sin A Bz—\ —ﬁ——

n w
Bati\"W T ) a=

5 (35)
LA (1,+2m cos™ Ap)

= N\ .
7 S . €08 Ap cos Kn(?——-l Zv/g- =
e et 4 / z "2 | (36)

1 + 2a cos® An _ J

“18

) \ . H ..31._. : —_p2 -_— A iy
G F ) cos Ay sin Api2 § — 1 . T *n gy
E — . . -

T = 4 ; : (37)
tw n=1 1 + 2« :6032 Kn
A ' ' i .
wheére o = ?E and the constants A, are now the positive
W .

solutions of the equation
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tan Ay, + 2a Ay = O (38)

The stress function corresponding to panel 7 (fig.
¥ .
4(g)) is obtained by using Fg = = 2?-: F and Ap = 2 Ae

in equation (30). After some simplification there follows,
for o <y < w, '

_ 5
I | Tﬁ ‘8in An cos A -2 5= l) —BV/_-Rn %]
1l -2 J'

H = % (39)
L =1 Ap{l + 2a sin® hn)
7 :q sin-Ap sin Ap <? Pl L =2, % An w
Oy = & — 7, _ £ o : (£0)
tw n=1 1 +-Ra sin® A,
and ® ' N\
gin Ay cos A 2 L 1) 2 /&,
G F n w / E w
T =4 -ﬁ‘{j— : [ (41)
¥ n=1 1 + 2a sin® Al
whsare . - fg
tw !
and '
cot Ay — 2a Ay = O (42)
The first 15 of the solutions of eguation (42), for _
1 .
% =3 and o = 5. are glven in table 5,

The spanwise normal stresses and the sh?;r stresecs

at a flange and at a quarter section vy = %
for panel 6 in figure 8(a) and in tablo 6, - for a = %
and a = g, wvhile in figure 8(b) and in table 7 are pre—

sonted curves representing the flange normal and shear
stresseos for panel 7. It7is to be remarked that the

are pleotted

stress o, is symmetrical about the center line (y = 0)
in botchasos, symmetrical about the quartor secction
/y = % i for panel 6 and antlsymmetrlcal about that line !

}or panel 7,

By combining suitadle multiplés of the stress func—
tions given in equations (24), (367), and (39), solutions
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may be obtained for an arbitrary set of three concentrated
loads introduced into the flanges and the stiffener for
the case in which Ap = 2 Ag. In particular, if equal
loads ¥ are acting on the flanges, while no load acts

on the stiffener (panel 8, fig, 4(h5), the relevant &tress
function is given by one—half the sum of the functions
given in equations (36) and (39). The normal stresses in
a flange, in the stiffener, and at a quarter section, and
the flange and stiffener shear stresses are pressnted,

for o = % and o = %} in figures 9{a) and 9(v), respec—

tively, and in table 8, If 2 load 2F 1is acting on the
stiffener, while no loads are introduced into the flanges
(fig., 4(1i)) the stress function is given by one—half the
difference between the functions of equations (36) and
(39). In the present case, however, it is seen that the ~ =~
expressions for the flange and stiffener stresses, respec—
tively, in panel 9, are obtained by interchanging the cor-—
responding expressions for panel8. ) C—
For the purpose of comparlison there are included 1n :
figure 10 curves representing the normal stresses along T
the longitudinal edges of unflanged panels subjected to
(1) equal concentrated axial forces F acting at the cor—
ners of the free sdge and a force 2F acting at the cen—
ter of that edge, (2) equal forces F acting at the cor—
ners and a force —2F at the center, and (3) equal and ' —
opposite forces +F acting at the corners, (See table 92,)

Panels 6 and 7 cen be considered sections of a semi-—
infinite sheet stiffened by a series of equally spaced
longitudinals of area 24g and constant separation w.
where, for panel 6, egual axial loads 2F are acting on
successive stiffeners, while, for panel 7, sgccassive
loadings are of magnitude 2F but are alternately com—
pressive and tensile., By supérposition the stress dis—
tribution is obtained for an ardbitrary pair of concén— '~
trated loads repeated periodically along the edge of the
gheet. For example, the stresses given for panel 8 (or
panel 9) can be interpreted as the stresses in a section ~—
of a sheet of this type whers alternate stiffeners are
not locaded, Similar statements apply to the curves pre—
sented in figure 10, ;
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Stresses in a Doubly Symmetrical Rectangular Box Beam
Clamped at—One End and Subjected to Concentrated :
Bending Loads Applied at the Free End
The rectangular box beam shown in fligure 2(a) is sub—
Jected to cancéntrated bending loads applled at the free
end., I% 1s here supposed that noflongitudinal_center
stiffenser is present, although the analysis of a later

section include& also the theory in the more general case.

The stress function is deteimined in the form

, gkcos Ap sin.hn % sinh pg %
H= woo{— —+2(B+l)/ - : (43)
Ln—1X (1+ B GOS An) cosh By

where o, is the maximum elementary spanwise normal
stress,

h _F .
3 ST (44)

B 1s g dimensionless parameter  representing the ratio
of the moments of inertia of the weéb and the shect about
the transverse principal axis of the bsam and is given as

I i
B=—f}i "ﬁ.{_‘ (45) ‘
s

AL, . -

the parameters A, are the positive solutions of the
equation 4 '

tan Ay + B A, =0 (46)
which is of the same form as equation (20), and Bn ig
defined by the rclationship : .

A

%
% |

Bn = A Do N Y

The stresses o, 'and T follow from eguation (43)
by differentiation '
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< _ W'E‘COS Ap cos Ay % sinh p, %
ox = Oo{7+ 3(B+1) /T T Y : ' (48)
__Kn(l + B cos®\) cosh py
[ € cos An sin A, % cosh ppn %
T=~0, $4L+ 2(g+1) L (49)

n=1 Apn(1+p cos2® Ap)

It 1s seen that the series parts of equatlons (48) and
(49) are of the nature of corrections to the linear
stresses predicted by the elementary theory. For span—
width ratios in the practical range the parameters p,
are of such a magnitude that, except in the immediate
neighborhood of the fixed end (x = 1), sufficient accu—
racy is obtained by retaining only a small number of the
termes in the series, :

An alternative expansion for the stress function can
- be obtainced by conventional methods, which are somewhat

simpler than those employed here, in the form )
:1 n+i ainh 8§ A - :
8w I T (=1) oowo . (2n-1}m x (50)
H=-;'f‘°o / = Lin 2 3
i = (2n—1)° sinh 6n+6 8§, cosh 8y ot
where o
5 _ (zn — i)ﬂﬁﬂw "
i no- 2 G 1.
. > (51)
w
B = E;
‘ J
from which there is obtained
[e=]
N Y
+ h il L o e -
o 4 ,@.—l{ ; ) (__.l)n 1 cos] 8n e f2n-1)w o x (52)_
2w TgdG T "0 g=1 2n— 1 sinh &y, + B 8ncosh §, 2 13
. N -
r=_ 421 ¥ §%(~1) sinh Oa v cos igﬂ:llﬂ z (53)
mIg 1 et 2n —1 sinh §3+8 &n Gosh 2 1

This form of the soclution has the disadvantage thgﬁlﬁhe

i
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serios, instead of being of the naturs of end corrections,
serve to determine completely the siresses, Moreover,

the convergonce is least rapid in the neighborhood of-the
flanges (y = #w) where the magnitude of the stresses ie
generally of greatest interest., Finally, the procedure p
leading to equation (50) cannot be directly employed in

dealing with beams -with cut—outs while, as will be shown,

the present methods apply without modification,

The normal stresses in the flanges and along the
coenter line of the sheot for a beam with length—width

ratio gL = 2.5 are shown as the s0lid curves in figure

W

11(a) for B = 1 and in figure 11(b) for the limiting
case § = 0. (See table 10.) The solutions obtained dy
Reissner gnd dy Kuhn gnd Chiarito for the former case will
later be compared with the present results,

The transverse distribution of normal stress aft the
rootls presented for B =1 and B = 0 1in figure 12
and in table 11, The parabolic distribtution predicted by -
Reissnerle solution far the case B =1 1is shown as & *
broken—line curve, The fact that the stresses in the
flangos and in the central fibers of—-the beam, as pre—
dicted by the Reissner solution and by the present solu—
tion, agree almost exactly along the entire span except
for small deviations at the root, as is shown in a later
scction, indicates that the parabolic approximation is
extremely accurato except in the immediate vicinity of the
root., In the limiting case B = O thooretically infinite
stressos are predicted at the root corners.

The so—called effective width of the cover sheets,
defined by the relationship

W

Wors Ox(X,u) = [axu,y)dy (54)

can be expressed as foéllows in bterms of the flgnge stress
and the elementary linsar stress

oy = }
w S o7
off _ .
— = 1 - (B + 1)1 — S 1 (585)

The solid curves of figure 13 represent—the ratio of the
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effective width to the actual width of the cover sheet as
a function of distance from the free end for B =1 and

B = 0. (See table 12,) PFor B = 1, the effective root
width is found to be 78.6 percent of the actual width as
compared .with the value of 80.1 percent obtained by
Reissner. In the limiting case B = 0, the sheet is over
than one—~fourth the width of the shest, but the effective
width rapidly decreases to zero as the root 1s approached.

Effect of a Cut—Out on the Stress Distribution
in a Rectangular Box Beanm'

Subjectnd. to Concentrated Froe—Ead Bending Loads
If a section of the cover sheet is removed at x = 1
(fig. 2(1b)) and no sheet stiffener is present, the stress
distribution in that part of the sheet between the free
end and the cut—out is derived from the stress function

o Ap 8in Ap - 8 x
7 Xy S" cos Ap sin An = Blnh.pn 3
H=w o 3— = + 2(p+1) —— % (56)
°l1 w

= ) .
n=1 Ap(1+B cés ln) sinh Bn

where the constants are defined as in equation (43). It
follows that '

= A, cos A, L sinh 3
. x y cOoSs n cos nw S1in “‘nT
Ty = Tl T+ 2(p+1) . {(57)
= P :
n=1 3 +.B cos” }n _ sinh p,
x
: 1 31 cos Ap sin Ap % cosh puy —
w ]y :
T= —0, =35> + 2(B¥l)/ = — - (58)
° 31w + 2(B+1) ZL 2

B w n=1 1.+ B cos™ A sinh p,

The spanwise normal stress distributions in a flange
and along the central line of the sheet for the span—width

- | . .
ratio oo = 2.5 are shown as broken—line curves in fig—
p” : et

ure 11 for B = 1 and B = 0, while the variation of the
effective width along the span as computed from egquation
(85) is presented for § =1 and B = 0 in figure 13,
(Ses tables 12 and 13.) A discussion of the Tesiltse is
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’

postponed until a later section in which a comparison 1is
made with the solution given by the procedure of refersence 2,

Streas Distribution in a Semi—Infinite Sheet with One Stiffener

If 2 load F 1is introduced through a stiffener of .
cross section A info the straiglit—edge of an infinite
hglf-~gsheet assumed rigid in the direction parallel fto the
straight=edge (fig. 3(a)), the.stress distribution is deriv—-
able from the stress funciion .

¥ -y p» sin k x D

ZFf .

TA . 2% :
° IEED

where
k=/:§ ) (60)
)

so thaty, in particular, the expreéessions for the normal
stress in the direction of the stiffener and for the shear
stress tale the form ’

2F p —7 P sin'k
n'k x
o = o it g I (61)
= 1 7- L, 2%
o PY L
ST —¥ P ¢o6s k P X _ _
T = : :
A o e ) 2%t dp (62)
P+ x
Along the stiffener (y = 0) these @xpressions can be writ-—
ten in terms of tabulated functions as
oF [ kbxlm 2ktx 2kbx . 2kix)|
E sy I —_ i +
o (x,0) =% 908 T Lz 51~ ] sin i Ci — ; {63)
. 2kFC | 2ktxw C2ktx ] 2ktx . 2kbtx
T(x,0) = rr-A(‘\S, n — l-z—-—~ Si 5 ]—— coss—r Ci T } {64)

witih the conventional abbreviations
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/z sin u du ]

. - ‘—. o u | % (65

cos w du

(]
l—-lt
"
u
Ng“‘vg

S
In the 11m1ting case A = 0, when the sheet is un—
stiffened, sy
H = — — —-—————————— dp = — — tan —_— 66
1R o ° ' D P ot & b4 ( )
, B
F kx
o =
p ot yz + k?.-xa
y (67)
- XKE ¥y
b
Tt y2 + k2x=?

and, in particular, the nermal stress in %he dirsection of
the applied load is given by

F
o gxlxe) = oo

(68)

The corresponding stresses in an unstiffened 1sotrop1c
sheet are known Lo be of the form

~
2Fx
oy =
nt(x?3 + yz)
2Fx"y . .
T = y ? (69)
wt(=® + y=)= :
2F .
o ! B e—te— ..
S x(x,o) ntx :
~

It seems of some interest to compare the stress dis—

tributions just obtained with that associated with a load

uniformly distributed over a small area at the margin of
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tho shoot, " In particular, if the load F is uniformly
distributod over an area t2 (fiz, 3(b)), tho stress
function takes the form v : -

- sin pt '
- [ TER IR (70)
J p2

and tho normal stross along the llne of symnotry follows
by differontiation,
OK(x,0) E 5N

= —— E : 71
ay b an ....._\./ ( )

o.(x,0) =
Thu corresponding stress for an lsotroplc material is
givon by the oxpression -

= .¥: san > L +r;——j;*w~g (72)
e X 1 +\:_c :
t/
In figureld the stiffener shear and normal strosses
are roprcsentod in their dependeonde upon tho ratios
& ¥ ’ L : ]
v/%-fg and I’ while in figure 15 the flange normal
siresses corrcsponding to eguatioms (71); (72), and (63)
are comparcd, (Sce tables 14 and 15.)

o (x,0)

"~

HATHEMATICAL FORMULATION OF THEE BOUNDARY-VALUE PROBLEHS

Strosses in Axially Loadcd Symmetrical Pgnols

Symiotrical loading.,— The nobtations and dimonsions
assumed in this soction are indicated in figuro 1(a).

Bocausc of tho symmetry tho transversc displacoment
must venish along the l1ino y = 0 and hence, from equa—
tion (4), must vanish everywherc.’' Thus tho differontial
oguation (8) for the stress function K takos tho form

2 2 1 .
%H | & 2% ', _ (73)

$x® © E 3y

At the frooc ond (x = 0) the spanwiso.normal strose
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T

o, = Oy' must vanish oxcopt ab g = 0 and at ﬁ = tw

gl

and is finite at those points, so that H{(o,y) must be
constant. ©Sinco, according to squation (7), the stressos

romain unchanged if H is increased Dby a constant, it is

permissible o require that
H(o,y) = O (74)

Because of continuity of tho spanwise strain €

it follows that the spanwisec stress oy, = %% is continu—

x

ous at y = O and tho condition of equilibrium between
tho sheet and stiffencor along the line y = O can be
writter in the form

Ap acx;i’ol = —% [T(x,ofa —"r(x,o—)] (75)

If equation (75) is written in terms of the strees func—

tiom H and if the fact that T is an odd funciion of
¥ 1is used, this condition becomes '

‘j
\b ]H(::,o-% _ Am é_H_S_I_’_C’_).:l= o
0% L 2t 9Oy _
- s (76)
A, OH(x,o0)
H(z,0t) — — — 2" = constant
2t oy
J
It now follows from the end conditiaon
) - 0H{ o+
v .

and from squation (74) that tho constant in equation (76)

F

has the value of ~ E%’ and thc condition along the pos—

itive side of the line y = o takes the form

OH(x,0) = —F (78)

2tH(x,0+) — Ay 55 n
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Since H ana oK aro odd functions of y, 1t is scen

, T O0X
that thoy are discontinuous at the line y = 0 {except
at x = Q) .unlos Ap = Fp = 0. Also, from oquations
(74) - and (78), it follows that
-
y~> 0 ay . L
(79)
1im -BH(x,o).= EE

The condition along the line y = w can be obtained
from the spanwise condition of equilibrium

v
-
2% j O, &y + 2 Ay ox(x,w) + 4 ox(x,0) = 2Fe+ ¥y (80)
o . .
If oy = — is introduced intoleéuaﬁion (80)_and if

oy

oquation (78) is taken into account this condition
reducos to :

SE(xyw)
t H(x,w) + Ag ——%;i—— = ¥, (81)
At the end x = | a condition of the form
QE( 1,¥y)
ao H(1,y) + a3 ——%;—Xl = £(y)
(82)
¥y = 0 :

is assuncd, Among the situations:in which equation (82)
applies, thoe following cascs may be notod:

l. If the end = = 1 is clamped so that the span—
wise displacement wu vanishos, 1t follows from ecquation
(5b) that :

dH( 1,¥y) _ i
3o 0 _ (82a)

2. If a section of tho pancl, including the central
gstiffener, is romoved at =x = 1, it follows that
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o, (l,y) = 0 if y # &w so that “H(l,y) = constant.

o : _ - ) ¥
Bquation (78) then requires that H(l,0) = - —B and the

2t
condition at x = | Tbecones
~ F
m
H?I, E e
(1,y) 5% ) |
(82v)
y > 0

It should be noticed that, since H 1is an odd function
of ¥ .

H(l,y) = —B_
y <0
so that H(l,yy is discontinuous at ¥y = 0 wunless F, = 0.
If Fp = 0, it follows from symmetry that the panel can
be considered as clamped along the line x = %, so that
this case is then reduced to case (1). )
3, If a section of the sheet is removed at x = 1

:ztttne central stiffener is built in, it again follows.
a

H(L,Y) = C
(82¢)
vy >0

Although constant ¢ cannot in this case be determined

from static considerations, if. the stress function is
determined in terms of ¢, the additional condition

U(I,W) = u_(l,O)

which becomes, from eguabtion (58},
w .. ] ' .
L' Lo -
fgg( ORI
o ox :

is sufficient for the determination of the constant.
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4, If the emd x = ! 1is subjected to an axtal load—
ing distribution t g(y) which. is statically equivalent
to the losding at~the end =x = 0, 8o that

oE(l.y) _ e (y)
oy

i}

o (1,5)

it follows from equation (78) that

5y

A
H(l,y) = = [ glu)du = 5% glo) — %%

[S]

(e24d)

4

If the preceding results are summarized, the stress
function H. is completely determined in the region
[o<x< !, o<y<w and hence, by symmetry, over the
entire panel, by the following get of equations: N

3%H , G d°H | e

4 = = Q Al

ax*= E dy® (a1)

H(o,y) = O " (42)
SH (1,

aoH(l,y) + a; 3—5 ?) = £ (yl (a3)
UX

2H(x,00) ~ Ap SHZ0) oy, (44)
>y

tH(x,w) + &g BElzw) Fe (45)

y

Antisymmetrical loadins,— The notations and dimen—

siong assured in this sectien are indicated in figure 1(d).

Since the transverse displacement v does not van-—
ish in this case, the stress funétion is governed by the
more general differential equation (8) which can be writ—

ten in the form

2 2\
2/ 2%, G d%EN (83)
dy\_ O0x® B 3y /
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The conditions along the lines x = o, x = !, and
y = w are identical with those in the preceding section’ -
and are given in equations (74), (8lL), and (82). Since
ox(x,0) = 0 from symmetry, equation (78) is replaced by
the condition . . -
dflx,0) (82)
oy i

Ln additional condition .is obtained from $he eaug—
tion of moment equilibrium which can be ertten in the
form

W . P
% /ﬁy Oy 4y + w A ox{x,w) = w F (85)
0
cH
If o, = —~ 1is introduced in%to equation (85) ard the first
oy -
term is integrated by parts, : - L
LW
t H(x,w) — % ./\H dy + A ggﬁziﬂl = F (86)
y - .
o o .

and equations (81) and (86) are compatible only if H
satisfies the additional restriction )

w
j H(z,y) dy = O o (87)
o]

The following set of equations then determines the =
stress function H in the region [0 <x <!, o <y <w]:

a.' 32H G aaﬂ v o
9. (8= = Q . - (BL)
dy sz E byz / ' o
H(O:Y) = 0 . : CBB) -
oH(1,
ag H(l,y) + as —i‘ﬁg—s-’—)- - £(y) (23)
' X
QE(x,0) _ ¢ (54)

oy
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t Hx,w) ; A éﬁﬁf;ﬂl = F (B5)
. oy
r\_.'vl
/ E(x,y)dy = O (B6)

Stresses in the Cover Sheets of Doudbly Symmetrical Box Beams

The notations and dimensions assumed in this section
are indicated in figure 2.

If it is assumed that the bending loads are applied
srumetrically about the line ¥y = 0, it follows as before
that the transverse displacement '¥ vanishes idontically
and the stress function is determined by the differential
equation (73).

The conditions along the lines x =0 and x = 1
are identical with those derived in the preceding sections:
namely,

#(o,y) = O (74)
ao H(L,¥) + ay SELT) gy (82)
oX

where equation (82) includes, in particular, the case when
the beam is completely clamped at . x = I [ao = 0, £f(y) = 0]
and the case when the silde structure is fixed but the

gsheet and longitudinal are not attached to the support

[a, = 0, £(y) = 0].

Llong the positive side of the lineg y = O, +the dis—
cussion of the preceding section again leads to equation
(76). In the present case, however, the normal stress

Oy = %g vanishes at x = O for all ¥y, and it follows

from equation (74) that the constant—of integration in
equation (76) must vanish, giving the condition

dH(x,9)

> 0 (88)

2% H(x,o#) - An
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 The squation of moment equilibrium about the trans—
verse principal beam axis can be written

LI N . =

w

2th /‘a dy + v S oelx,w) + h Ay cx(x o) = M(z) (89) _
: h/2 - T

where M(x) is the moment of the applied bending loads. o
If equation (89) is expressed in terms of H and if : -
equation (88) is taken into account, the boundary condi-— . .
tion along the line ¥y = w follows in the form

Is m(x,w) + 1, QBGW) | oy B  (90)
w o 2

In summarizing these results, it may be seen that
the stress function H is determined in the region
[oc x< l, o< y< w] by the follow1ng set of equa— ——
tions: ) R : o~

2 2 - . —
9_E + E é—g = 0 " (c1) . -
ax® E oay® -
H(o,y) = 0 ~ | T (02)
o B(1,7) + ay ELLT) gy (©3)
. ox . L
2% H(x,o+)- AL 3515432 =0 . (Ca) _
3y _ L L
. _ .
~= H(x,w) + I, §§$§4ﬁl = M(x) % (05)
w

T RS o

SOLUTION OF THE PROBLEMS -

One of the difficulties encountered in solving the
sets of equations derived in the preceding section arises
from the nonhomogenselty of the conditlons at both the
boundaries x = consiant ard " ¥ constant. In most cases,
however, the problems considered can be reduced to prob-
leng of g more convontional type Py the definition

H= & + P (91)

where P is a particular solution of the governing differ—



32 - NACA Technical Note No. 894

antial equation (73). or (83), determined so as to satisfy
either the end conditions along the boundaries =x =_ con—
stant or _the equilibrium conditions prescribed along the
boundaries ¥y = constant, so that the corresponding con-—
ditions become homogeneous in ®. In case both procedures
are possible it is prefarable to satisfy the equilibrimm
conditions for two reasons: (1) The function P so

- determined is then a stress function corresponding Yo the
State of stress in a sheet subjected to exterpal forces
that are statically equivalent to the actual forces and,
according to Saint Venant'!s principle, if the length—width
ratio of the sheet is gsufficiently large, the two stress
distributions will be nearly identical except 1in the
regions near the ends of-the sheets —Thus the function ¢,
which must be expressed, 1n general, as an infinlte series,
ig of the nature of an end correction. If, however, the
particular solution P gsatisfies only the c¢nd conditions
along the sectlons % = Tonstant; the infinite series
representing ¢ will be in general significant over the
entire span. (2) Certain computational advantages follow
from the fact "that if--P 1s made to satisfy the equilidbrium
conditions the variation of--® in the spanwise direction
is expressed in terms of exponential (or hyperbolic) func—
tione, while in the alternate procedure the reverse 1is
true. If the condiftion of support at =x = 1 is such that
f(y) £ 0 in equation (82), as is true in many pragtical
casos, the first procedurc 1s applicadble with P = 0. Cer-
tain special cases of-~the problems coensidered here have
becn solved by this last method (references 3 and 4), but
the solutions obtained in this way are hot 50 well adapted
to numerical computation as those obtawined here.

In the rest of this section the boundary wvalue prob-—
lems formulated in the preceding Bection are reduced to
sets of ordinary differential equations with "terminsal con-
ditions, all of which can be solved by elementary methods.

The Synmmetrically Loaded Panel
4 solution of eguation (A) is assumed in the-form
H=2 Xn(x) Yn(y) + p(¥) ) (914)
n
Now the differential equation (Al) requires that X,, Y,

and p satisfy the ordinary differential equations

p"(y) = 0 - (92)
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a8
X" (x) _<EI}1> X, (x) = 0 (93)
o) + (223" 1 ) = o (s4)

where XAy and W, are ardbitrary constants satisfying the

relabtion
G
.y
o E

The boundary conditions of equations (A2) to (A5) take the

Ay (g5)

£ |

form _ ST
% %n (0) Yo (y) = —p(y) | (96a)

z jao Xp (1) + a, Xn'(l{r Y, (y) = £(y) - 2o ?(y) (g6D)

PN 12t Y (o) — p o (o)? Xn(x) = —tzt p(o)—nAmp'(o)+-Fm} {(96¢c)

oo J

~

36 Tp(w)+ A, Tpt(w)d Xy (w)
J

=] gl

]

- .

" The equilibrium conditions equations (960) and (96&)
are satisfied and homogeneous conditions. of the the

required’ are obtained if it is required that o T

8t p(o) — & '{o0) =~ F
p\O m P .(0 m (97)
% p(w) + &, p'(w) = F
and . -
2t Tp(0) — Ay Yn'(o) = 0 ) seT

I

bad
°J
Bquatiors (92) and (97) are sufficient to determine the
particular solution .p{y), while the differential equa-—
tion (94) and the homogeneous boundary conditiong (98)
constitute a "characteristic value" problem of the Sturm— ~
Liouville type over the interval O0< y < w. The constants
N, are determined as a discrete infinite set of charac— °
teristic numbers; and, corresponding to sach such _K

t Y, (w) + A Y, ! (w)

—ﬂ: P(r)+ag () =7,] (s6a)
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a characteristic function Y, satisfying the conditions
of the problem is determined. It is & property of such
systems that the set of characteristic functions so ob—
tained ig orthogonal over the interval involved and that
any function having a contlnuous second derivative in
that interval has a uniqgue esxpansion in a series of those
functions. Purthermore, if the permissible ocondition of

normalization
'

jF T, dy = 1 ' (99)
o : :
is imposed, the constants in the expansion

F(y) = 2 cpn Yu(y)
(100)
0K 7y < w

arag determined by the formula

Cp = JFWF(u) Y, (u) du R (r101)

0
With p(y) determined ard the relationships neces—
8ary fo; the determination of the orthonormal set

LYn(y)}- known, it remains to determine  X,(x) so that
eqﬁations (96a) and (96b) are sabisfied. If 1t is assumed
that f£(y) has a continuous second derivative in {(o,w);

it follows from equations (96a) and (96b) that, saccording

to equation (101) X,(x) must satisfy the conditions

w

X, (0) = -jf plu) Y, (u) au (102)
~o

w

ag X, (1) + ay X, 0 (1) = J[~£f(u) - aq p(u%} Y (uw)au (103)
o

-

and equations (102) and (1L03), together with equations

(95) and (93), arc sufficient to determine Xn(x).

The solution of the boundary value problem of equa—
tion (4) in the region [0 <x <!, 0 <¥y <Ww] 1is given,
as & summary,by

H= 2 X,(x) Yo(y) + p(y)

where
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p* = 0O A
~ 26 (o) ~ & p'(0) = Ty | L.
. ' t o(w) + 4, pf(w) = Fy ;
=
Ap \2 )
Yn"f—-w_>'fn=o , —

!
o

2t Y, (0) —Ay ¥, ' (o)

i
(o]
Y

§ Tnp(w) + Ay Tot(w)

w
fYna dy = 1
. ) |
= _
¢ A\
[ _Q - .
2" -2 () Tz 0 :
Xp(o) =" - fP ¥, a&v ,
. “o .
w
]
(8] A

Explicit solutions in several cases are presented in
a preceding section. The determination of H is illus—
trated by congidering the first case in that section -

(panel 1).
Here
I =oc a, = £(y) = Ay = Py = O
- ° (104)
Fe = P AS = A
The particular solution is obtained as
’ p(y) = ¢y ¥ + c»p )
po) = 0 t plw) + A pt'(w) = F
¥ A
2(y) = —— L o= b
t (o + 1) W tw
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Next the functions 7Y, (y) satisfy the conditions

Y. (¥) =.c; sin A, % + cp cos A, %

w
Y (o) = 0@ t Yo (w) + A ¥yt (w) =0 wayna dy =1
. : 0

from which the characieristic numbers An are determined

as the positive solutions of the equation
- ‘ta.n Ap f oo Ay = 0 : (106)
with corresponding normalized characteristic fuﬁcbions
Y, (y) = Y, sin Xn.%

(107)
Yna - 2

w(l + o cos 2 Ay

'The terminal, conditions goveéfning the function X, (x),
which according to equation (93) is of the form

-~ S, = /Exnz
= Yo+ g B w follow

Ci e e , from equations

(102) anda (103)

X, 1 ()

i
o

Xp (o) = L gin Ay

=%

~  w Y¥Yg F ocos Ay (108)
t(a + 1) /p

from which

' l_..“/_q'.)\ Xz
__W-"Yn F,COS >\n e E nW

X, (x . (109)
n (x) % Ap
and the solution is obtained in the form
L G y
7 1 & cos Ay sin k ~ /2 £
Y w T 2w
H=—d-——=i+2 ) e (110)
6 1“ + 1w iz Ay (el cos k )
' Avk. ‘\w“ e 10 et H s B ST > - e
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where
o = A
T otw
and

established if the fact 1s taken into account that, for
large values of n, o C

L

tan Ay + o Ay, = O
The velidity of this solution can be rigorously

(gn — 1)m
n s

<

A

2
a{2n — 1)

n+ 21
cos.ln s (=)

Thg Aantisymmetrically Loaded Panel
A solution of equation (B) is assumed in the form

H =§ . (x) Y (y) + p(y) - «(111)

where, in consequence of equation (Bl), tha functiouns

Xp, ITn, and p must satisfy the differentiai equations '
p"' (7)) = 0O (112)

( _(L_L.E\e =
Xp " (x) \ T/ X, (x) =0 (113)

An \? -
T () +<TF> Y, ' (y)=0 (114)

and, as before,
G 1 /

o Ew ©° -

Equations (B2) to (B6) are now satisfied if it is

required that

Z Xpo) Tp(y) = — p(y) (llsa)_

-

%3 8¢ Xn(l) + oa; Xn'(L)j'Yn(Y) = f(y) — a, p{y) (1186%b)
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p'(o) = O
t p(w) + A p'(w) =T L (117)
W _
/.p dy = 0
o s
Y '(o) = O
t Yolw) + & ¥ '(w) = O . (118)
/ﬁYn dy = ¢ )
J )

The conditions given in equation (117) together with
the differential egquation (112) uniguely determine p(y),
while Yn(y) must satisfy the boundary wvalue problem con-—
sisting of the differential equation (108) and the homo-—
genoous boundary conditions of equation (118). Although
this problem 1s not of the conventional Sturm—Liouville
type, it can be shown that the characteristic functlons
Y, are again orthogomal over _(o,w) and that an arbitrary
function F(y) having a continuous second derivative and
satisfying the condition SfYF(y)dy = O has a unigque

0 .
exponsion of the tyre of equation (100) where, if- the
funetions Y, are normalized,

YB

L 4y =1 | (119)

(o] R
the constants are given by the formula of (101). Thus, if
it is assumed that f(y) satisfies the conditions men—
tioned, equations (116) imply equations (102} ana (103).

The solution of the boundary value problem of eguation

(B) in the entire region [o <x < 1, |7 | < w] is given,
as a summary, by '

H =3 X,(x) Yy(y) + pl¥)

where l : —~
P”‘ - 0
p'(o) = 0O
t p(w) + & p'(w) =F [
AT
/ p dy = 0
A _
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Ag )2 :
Yn’"+<—“-;n~> Yn‘ = 0
?

Y, '(c) = 0

b Yg(w) + A& Tp'(w) = 0O

W

_/‘Yndy’=0
o} .

w
/p Y,% dy = 1
o]

2 .
Xt — E /ﬁﬁ\\ X, =0
- B\ w J
w
Xp(o0) = = Jf p ¥, dy
o :
.w c e .
ag Xu (1) + a, Xn!(t) = /ﬁ(f - ag p)Yn dy
. ‘s

The e¢xplicit solution for the case 1

is given in equation (24).

The Rectangular Box Beam

39

A

If the solution of equation (C) is assumed in the form

H = Z X, (x) Y;(y) + P(z,y)

where .

2%, ¢ 3%
dx? B dy=®

= 0

and
1% X" - pp® Xy = 0

w? T o+ A 'S

n
8
n B

=]
[}

(120)

(121)

(122a)

(122b)

(122¢)
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equations {(C2) to (C5) take the fornm
z Xp (o) Yply) = — P(o,y) (123a)
E{éo Xp(l)+a, X '(Z)j-Y (v) = f(Y)—-[ao P(1,y)+a Py (z,y)J (123b) -

5 f2t ¥, (o) — &, X ‘(o)} Xq (x) = = [28 P(x,0) = by By (x,0)] (123c)

ST S i
%1\—5 T, () + T, (e) ) Ey (x)
= M(x) & = L%ﬁ P(x,w) + I, Py(x,w)] (1234)

It is first shown that, if M(x) can be expressed
as a polynomial in x, a function P(x, y) satisfying
equation (121) can be determined as a polynomial in x
and ¥y so that the right—hand sides of eguations (123c)
and (123d) varnish. and

. i |
P(x,0) — % Py(xjo) =0 (124a)

22 B(x,w) + I, Pylx,w) = H(x) B (1240)
w

It can be directly verified that the expression

r v A 3 A 2 A !
e = 2o [y B e[ 55w B)

1

5! 2%t 41/ 21 2t 21/ 2%

- 8 5 A 4 3 A
_<E.\ M7 (x) ZZ.+ mL\_ 1 X_.+_EZ_\+ kKo <X,__ ay >
e/ N7t 2t 6!, \5! 2t 4!/ 2! 2t 2!
Ap \ : ' S
- - — + . . . . . . . . « 1
<o (v 5] . - (128)

where the law 0f formation of the following terms is obvious,
satisfiss the differential equation (121) and the condi-
tion of equation (124a) for an arbitrary choice of the
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constants k,;, kg, » + -+ «+ . The factor g%, where I

1s the total moment of inertia of the cross section about
the transverse principal axis and is given as

— Am 2
I=1I,+ I, + Y h (135)
M A
has bPeen chosen so that the leading term 2f) g ¥y + 5%

satisfies the condition of equation (134b). The constant
k, is then determined so that the coefficient of HK¥(x)
in equation (124b) vanishes and

ZAn

ey =22 der, v« 3B o 21,0} (127)
61

2tw

after which the constents k3, kz, « . « « ._can be deter~
mined so that the coefficients of MIV(x), M'I(x), . .
in equation (124b) vanish. It appears thaf; if H(x) in—
volves only odd powers of x, the polynomial P(x,y)
satisfies also equation (C2) as well as equations (Cl),
(cC4), and (C5). It may also be noticed that the leading

M(xz) h AL ' . :
tern —T 5 vy + 3t corresponds to the stress distri—

bution given b& the slementary fheory of the strength of
materials, according %o which the sPanwise .normal stress
Oyx does not vary in the transverse direction,

The conditions of equations (123c) and (1234) are now

fulfilled if Y, (y) satisfies the Sturm—Liouv1lle Problem

consisting of the differential equatlon ) -

2 2 =
w2 T " e AR Y =0 _ (;?g)

and the homogeneous boundary conditions

Y_ (o) — ‘-:—fg Y, ' (o)
) (129)
7,00 £ T W)

If it is assumed that f£(y) has a continuous second
derivative in (o,w), it follows from the remarks madse
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in comnnection with equations (100) and (101) that, if
condition (97) is impomed, oquations (123a) and (123b)
imply

W
X, (o) = —-JF Plo,y)Tp(y) dy (130a}
o )

agky (L) + alxnl(z)=‘jHX%(y)-aoP(z,y)-alax(a,yZ}Yn(y)ay (130%)
' o]

and these conditions, together with equations (122a) and
(122¢), determine X, (x). :

Hence, finally, the sglution of the problem of equa—
tion (C), in case M(x) can be oxpressed as a polynomial,
is given by equation (220), where P(x,y) is given in
equation (125), Y (y) is determined by ocquabions (128)
and (129), and Xn?x) ig determined by equations (122a)
and (130). '

The "effoective arca of the combined cover sheetand
central stiffener, defined by the relationship

boprox(x,w) = (Ap + 2%w) ppox(x,w) = EtJﬁ’Gxdy+-Amcx(x,o) (131)
o
can be expressed in terms of the élementary normeal stress
Ty s
M(x)
I

e

. cb(x) =

and the actual flange and stif fener stresses as follows.
If equations (7a), (88), (90), and (126) are used

A se oy (x,w) = 2t [H(x,w) - H(x,04+)] + &, 0,(x,0)

2tw ["I‘I‘— G'b (I) _-'. B O'X(JC,W)]

5]

2tw [(B + 1) 0y (x) — B oy (x,w)]

and, finally,
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- i Oy (=) 1
bogpp = 2tw{ 1l — (B + 1) ’1 - —— (132)
1 L dx(x,w) J

In particular, if no ceatral stiffener is present, the ) -
ratio of the effective width of the cover sheet 50 the ' -
actunl width is given by the oxpression N STt =

P (x)
Yoff _i-p a1y f1o 2 (133)
w cx(xaw)

The evaluation of the solution may be illustrated
by taking -the case of s concentrated tip load F for
which _ -

M(x) = Fx - (134)

and the stress function is determined for an end—support N
condition of the form _ -

oE(l,y) (135)

H(zry) + .al ax = _

It is further assumed that no.central sheet stiffener is o
present. First, from equation (125), it follows that =~ =~ = - °

P(I:Y) = co %‘y

' 1
. _ Fnl (136)
Y -
Next, from couations (128) and (129), the constants Ay
are determined as the solutions of the equation o
tan Ay, + BAy = 0
(137)
B = ¥
I, B}

while the functions Ynxf) 'Egké.the form

e — e -
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Y, (y) = ¥Yn sin Ay %

2 (138)

w(l+ B cos®r,)

2
Yo© o=

The terninal conditions governing the functions X, (x)
bocome, according to equation (130),

X,(0) = O
cos A (139)
2 : n
a Xn(1)+a X, ' (1) = %T(L aotai)o Yy (B+ 1) ———
n
and hence, from equation (122)
. cos Ay (Lag+ay)sinh py %
Xp(x) = w- oq Yy (B+1) < (140)
n lag,sinh ppta; by coshpy

If these expressions are introduced into equation (120),
the stress function is defermined in the form

*, cos knsin?\n% (I ag + ay)sinh pg, 3;-
H=wo, %‘_%+ 2(B+1)> (141)
“~ Ap(l+Bcos®Ay) lagsinhup+a by coshp

n=1

The stress patterns derived from eguation (141) in the
cases &, = 0 and. a; = 0 were discussed in a preceding
section,” 7

In case the sheet, the stiffener, and the slde struc—
ture ere rigidly clamped at x = L, so that ag = f(y) = 0
in equations (G3) and (123a), the general solution for arbi-
trary M(x) can also be obtained very simply by the alter—
nate procedure menfioned at the beginning of this section.
If P(x,y) = 0, equations (123a) and (123b) are satisfied
if Xpfo) = Xy'(1) = O so that, from equation (122),

(2n — 1)mi : .

2 (143)
o) - wen L2z ins | -

by =

21
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Equations (122) and (123c) require that

A
T,(y) = en <sinh 8p T+ —— 8, cosh &y y> \1

2tw D W
” (143)
5 (2n — I)W/ﬁ W
n < c 1
2 G 1
- J
and, if
oo
Mix) L. S; an sin (2n_— 1)mx : .- (144)
- 2 o . zz )
n=1 ST .-
equation (123d4) determines H in the form
= w A8 ( 1) ‘
S a ' ' ¥ 2n—
7= Y -2 (simns, T + ——= cosh by ;> sin ———:T%_(145)
S Yn i Stw W 21
n=1
where .
¥ I ( inh Au h & >
= sinh §, + —— § cos
n & n oty B n
+ &, I, \cosh &n + Ste 8§, sinh 8p 145a
Thissolution was given for the special case in which 4y = 0
X : :
and M = M, sin —— by Younger (reference 4) and for arbi-—

21
trary M with Ap = O by Kuhn (reference 3).

The Semi—Infinite Sheet with One Stiffener

In order to dstermine the stress function correspond—
ing to the state of stress in a semi-infinite gsheet sub—
jected to a load introduced into a stiffener normal to the
straight—edge (fig. 3(a)), a different type of procedure
is needed. If the ¥y axis is taken along the stralghi-—
edge and the x axis coincides with the stiffener and if
the sheet is assumed rigid in the y direction, the stress
function H is determined by the differential equation
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2 2 L ’
0°H & 3°H _ o - (146)

3x%® ® dy®

and the boundary con@itinns

Z(o,y) = O (1472)

H(w,y) = O (147D)

-2t H(x,0) + 4 9545421 = ¥ (147¢)
oy

H(x,») = O (1474)

If it is assumed that H is the Laplace transform of a
function g to be determined, it follows that

oo i .
B(x,y) = f ¢ P glx,p) dp (148)
-'o
The differential eguation (146) requlras that g satisfy
the equation

. =04§ (149)

while condition (147a) is satisfied if
gfo,p) = G _ (150)
so that
g(z,p) = h(p) sin k x p : (151)
where h 1s an arbitrary function of p.

If this expression is introduced into equation (148),
‘condition. (147c) regquires that h(b) satisfj the integral

equgtion . .
(o]

F
/
o]
which has as solution the expression

(2t + & p) h(p) sin k x p dp = —F (152)
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. .
n(p) = — 2% 1 -
o p(2t + Ap)

(153)

Thus a formal solubtion of the problem is determined
in the form

(=]

oF - in k
H o= — 22 /ﬁ g VP BB T X 3 dp (154)

TA 2%
° A
P(:P'+ Iy

It can be shown without difficulty that the conditions of
equations (147b) and (1474) are satisfied and, furthermore,
that the expression (154) constitutes the rigorous solu—
tion of the problen.

The stress distribution gssociated wlth eguation
(154) was discussed in a previous section,

COMPARISON OF APPROXIMATE PROCEDURES

Axially Loaded Pansls . -

Although the analysis of panels is not included in
reference 1, approximate solutions for most of the cases
considered in the third section carn be found by the pro—
cedure of reference 2. Ian that procedure the effect of
the transverse stretching of the sheet is neglected, in
accordance with the present theory., In addition, it is
assumed that the resistivity of the sheet in the spanwise
direction can be neglected if the sheet arsa is added to
the aree of the central longitudinal, or treated as a
fictitious central stiffness in the absence of g longil-
tddinal, and = substitute width of one—hglf the actual
pansl width is used in the subsequent calculations. o

In order %o investlgate the agreement between the
Tesults of this procedure and the present results, panel
8 (fig. 4(n)) is considered. In this case the expres—
sions for the flange stress cx(x,w) and for the average
spanwise normal stress 0,(x) “are obtained in the form

| | 2F Ay + 2% w _g X
oplx,w) = — (1 + B e w> (155)
Ap + 2Aq + 2t w 24, | _

an d
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2F -K =
o, (x) = Waded " '(1 - e ") (156) .
Ay + A, + 2t w

where X is a fQimensionless constant def ined by the
relationship

K2 = § v X + J~> . (157)

Ay + 2% w Ae

The tramsverse variation of the spanwise normal stress
at sach sgction ig assumed in reference’?2 to follow a
hyperbolic—cOSlne law, in terms of whi=sh tkhe itrees vari-—
ation in the longitudinal can be expressed. -

For the numerical evealuation of the solutions two
cases are chosen

. Am = b ow ,
(a) 1 (158)
.A.e = '5' t w
m=9%tw
(0) _ (159) )
5 .
.A.e =--:-a— t_h‘

corresponding, respectively, to the cases o = % and

@ = g in the third section. Figures 16(a) and 16(b)
present a comparison of the results of the two procedures.
It may be noticed that the Euhn Solution in general over—
estimates the magnitude of the flange stresses and under—
estimates the longitudinal stresses, with a resultant in-—
crease in the predicted shear—lag effect, which becomes
smaller as the contribution of the sheet to the total area

of the panel decreases. - o .

The deviation of the Kuhn solution from the exact
solution in the neighborhood of the loaded end of the
panel is partly due to the fact that, in this region, the
transverse variation of +the normsl stress cannct be sat—
isfactorily approximgted by a hyperbolic—cosine law.
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Doubly Symmetrical Box Beam with Concentrated Tip Load

If - it is assumed that no centfai.sheet stiffener is
present, the stresses given by the procedure in reference
1 can be written in the form

x
x 7 (38 + 1)(sp+ 1) SR KRY
UK(X,O) = GO — — - - (160)
v 2 518" + 18B +2 Xp cosh Ky
'e .
sinh KR X
+ 1
oxlx,w) = 05 4L + 7 6.8 - v (161)
b 51 B® + 18 B + 2 Kr cosh Kp.

where o, and B are defined by equations (44) and (45)
and the parameter Xp 1is defined by i

k,? = 21 = (b + 1)(6 B ¥ 1) -<l>2 o (162)
E 51 B + 18 B + 2 \V¥

This solution was obtained by an application of the method
of least work, under the assumption of & parabolic trans—
verse distribution of the spanwise normal stresg OTx.

According to the procedure of reference 2, it is nec—
essary to incorporate the sheet area 2tw into g ficti—
tious central stiffness. The following expressions ars
then obtained for the flange stress and the average sheet

stresst . . : . 2 T=
rx 1 sinh X %
o (x,w) =0 <=+ = — (163)
x ©{? - B K cosh X i )
¢ ' ( sinh K %'] .
0, (x) = .4 % - r . (164)
X cosh X J
wheTe .
] e . N _ - S o
k2 = g = B 1<_> (165)
E B W

The stress variation aglong the center ling of thé sheet is



50 NACA Technicgl Note No. 894

again determined by assuming that the sheet normal stress
varies asccording to a hyperbolic—cosine law in the trgns—
,verse direction.

For a numerical comparison of these solutions, the
following values of the parameters are chosen 1n the same
way as in the third section:

)
3
w= o
I
T 7
s
G 3
B 8
o
The She&r-lag funct—ions < _-E.C—EES—!--‘:’.-)- — f) and
g_(x,0) x _ Co b .
< ~_::___ —.f> , agcording to the two procedures, are
o .

compared with the corresponding functions obtained by the
present procedure In figure 17, . It 18 seen that the
Regissner solution is in close agreement with the present
solution, except in the immediate wicinity of the fixed
end, where differences of 11 percent and 8 percent occur
in the stress corrections at the ¢enter of the sheet and
at the flanges, respectively, corresponding to differences
of 2.7 percent and 0.8 percent, respectively, in the val—~
nes of the stresses themselves. The shear—lag effect
predicted by the Xuhn solution is again consideradbly
greater than that given by the present procedure. Differ—
ences of 62 percent and 35 percent are present in the
roct—stress cofrections at the center of the sheet and at
the flanges, respectively, corresponding to differences of
15 percent and 4 percent in the actual stress valuss.

In view of the fact that for & uniform box beam sub-—
jected to & concentrated tip load, the shear—lag effect
is comparatively small and is appreciable over only a
- small part of the span, it seems desirable further to com—
pare the solutions obtained by the approximate methods and
by the present procedure for other types of beam and logd-
ing where the shear—lag effects pre more pronounccd.

Effect of a Out-Out in the Cover Sheet of a Box Beam

The Reissner procedure is not directly applicable to

~
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the analysis 9f cover sheets with cut—oubs, since in the
vicinity of the cubt—out the transverse distribution of
Oy 1s no longer approximated by a parabola. It may be
pointed out that a least—work solution of the type con-—
sidered in that procedure would be obtained if it were
assumed that the difference between the actual normal

stress oy and the elementary stress o % is expres—

sible as the product of a function of =x and a function

of y. If then the conditions of equilibrium were satis—
fied and the method of least work were applied, & correc—
tion would be "obtained that would be identical with the
first term of tha series given in equation (57). The cor-—
responding stress pabttern, for the values of the parameters
listed in egquation (166), is compared in figure 18 with

the patbtern obtained by retaining the complete series.

It is seen that the first term of the series affords a
reasongbly accurate correction at & distance from the
cut—out greater than one—half the width of the sheet.

The corresponding solution according to the Kuhn .pro-—
cedure can be written in the form

[ sinh K X |
ox(x,w) = 049 % + L - - (187)
* B sinh K
- J
" (_ s . : - i . . . .
.~ sinh K % o
g,(x) = 043 % - - (168)
sinh X
-
where.,, as before, o_(x) 1is the average sheet stress and

E is defined by equation (165). The stress patterns,

for the values of the parameters given in equation (166},
are compared with the present results in figure 19, It

is seen that the shear—lag effect is greatly overestimated
by the Kuhn solution and that, except in the immediate
vicinity of the cut—out where the stresses are already
knowa, & better aspproximation to the actual stresses is
given by the first two terms of the present solution.

NUMERICAL APPLICATION OF THE THEORY TO A TEST PANEL

In order to illustrate further the numerical evalu—
ation of the exact theory, the panel sketched in figure
4(J) is analyzed. The results are then compared with the
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experimental test results rgvortad in reference 3 and with
the approximate results presenitsd in that paper.

If the stress function (30) is modified in accordance
with the stotement at the beglnnlng of- the third spgction
and if

Fp, =0
and
c = 2aum

the expressions for tho. stiffenor and flange strosses fol-—
low from cguation (7a) im tho form

(_G'_ l—x
7 =2, K cosh/ = Apy—
o n 2 vV B w
ox(x,0) = 1= Y, . (169)
30, + 1l)tw a .
( m ) n=3 : cosh&/g-kh l J
. E w
¥
o (x,v) = 2
’ (Boy + L)tw
—x
: Kn . ) cosh E Kn—";—
1= ; 5= Yp (cos My — aghy, sin Ay) . »(170)
= ¢ : SR ' /G
n=1 . cosh :_E- )\n;

. ’ /
whore, from equation (34), the coistants A, arc tho
gsolutions of tho equation S T '

3ap An
' : tan 7\n = P L '21'1 I (171)
2op® A% — 1

and tho dofinitions of the reonainiag constants, as given
in ecguations (32) and (33), tako the form

1 W

= (ZK — s8in 27A,) — 2a K (cos 2Ayp — 1)
'Yna 7\. 3 1 ml n
+ ap® Ay®(2h, + sin 2%, )r (172)
K. oy f 3
it x-g.ﬂ(sin Ap — An cos Ap) + an(l + ap)r, sin A?{ (173)

n [

Mo

!
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In accordance with the notation of the._ third sec—
tion, the following data are to be assumed:

Fg = 0
P, = 2400
w = 4,60
I = 386
> (174)
t = 0.016 : - : ]
by = &, = 0.366 .
g = 0.4 - . o
i . .
and hence, fron equation (31), i o
o= 2og
(175)
a. = 2,487

i

First, from equation (171), the parameters A, are deter— -

nined readily by & method of successive approxinations,
after which the following table is: construCUed fron equa—
tions (172) ana (173}:

A fn oy 2 A Ap sin A :
n o - Fo Yn cos Ap — ap Ap sin A,
e
1 0.7521 1.0522 —0.5478 (176}
2 3.323 —.1229 . 5704 o
3 6.397 .0412 —~.8134

The results obtained by introducing the data of uations
(174), (175), and (176) into eguations (169) and %170) are
presented in tabular forn and the computed stresses are .
conpared with the corraesponding values determined by
approxinagte fornulas given by Kuhn in reference 3,as fol-—
lows: - . -

-
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Solution by eguation (169) sofﬁ??on
First | Second| Third|{ Fourth

X ternm term term, term cx(x,o) cx(x,o)
o | 3850 | —4050 470 ~160| 110 (0) 0
3 | 3850 | —2970 120 —10{ 990 930
5 | 3850 | —2420 50| —————{1480 1500
8 | 3850 | —1770 10| —~————12090 2110
10 | 3850 | —1440 2420 2420
15 | 3850 —~860 2990 2960
20 | 3850 -530 3320 3300
25 | 3850 | —330 3520 3500
30 | 3850 —230 3620 3600
36 | 3850 -190 3660 3630
Solution by equation (1%0) sofiiﬁon
o T R R R s
0 3850 2220 270 1306470 (6560) 5960
3 | 3850 | 1630 70 10{6560 5420
5 | 3850 | 1330 30| ———1]5210 5140
8 | 3850 §70 . 10| ————]2830 4810
10 | 3850 800 -14650 4640
15 | 3850 | 480 4330 4330
20 | 3850 290 4140 4160
25 | 3850 190 4040 4050
30 | 3850 130 3980 4000
36 | 3850 110 3960 3980

(177)

(178)
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The calculated stresses, together with the test data =
taken from reference 3, are presented grephically in fig—
ure 20. ' -

It is seen that the convergence of the series ig.
gufficiently rapid that only two terms of the correction
series need be retalned. While the prescribed boundary
values (noted in parentheses in cquations (177) and (178))
are not yet attained, this fact is of no consequence since
the values are known and since the calculated stress val-—
nes at a distance of only 3 inches from the free ‘end are
apparently accurate to three significant figures. The
Kuhn solution was calculated by associating one—half the
shoet area with the longitudinal and the remainder with
the two flanges, and is in very good agreement with ile
present solution except near the point of load applica-—
tion,

The discrepancies between the theoretical and the
test values, as was pointed out in reference 3, can be
attributed to two factors: (1) because of the magnitude
of the loading, an observed tension fold was developed on
each side of the panel near the loaded end, reducing the
effective shear modulus in this region; and (2) the fact
that the flange stress readings near the root of the pazdel
are actually less than the statically requisite limiting
values for an infinitely long panel must be accounted for
by aessumling an elastic deformation of the steel trlangle
which served as the pansl support.

MHISCELLANEOQOUS EXTENSIONS ARD MODIFICATIONS OF THE THECRY

Lnalysis of Tapered Box Beams

The procedurs given in this paper can be extended in
many cases to apply to box beams or panels the cross—
sectional characteristics of which vary along the span.
Three explicit cases may be mentioned hers.

Taper in beam height.— The basic equations (C) again
apply. If it 1s assumed that the side—wed characteristics
also vary in such a way that the ratio of the contributions
of the web and of the sheet to the total stiffness of the
beam remains constant along the span, so that Co

B = X = constant . (a79)
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the effoct of varying height can be taken into account by

. ~h 4% ' - af fH(x) h
merely replacin LB M{x) by — = in the
P & 2I 4axn o dxd I 2

%efinition-of the funection P(x,y) a& given in equation
125).

Tapor 3in cover—sheet thickngss.— If the problem is
formulated in terms of the stress resultants rather than
in terms of the stresses themselves and if & stress func—
tion ¢ is defined, in terms of whilch

0d

% = e
T (180)
180

‘bT:-—-.?-.?

JX

it 1s found that ¢ 1s déetermined. by the differential
equgtion ’

r 2 '

9 1232 ] . & Q,% = 0 : (181)
d9x Lt ox E dy

and boundary conditions that differ from bthose which

apply-to the function H in equation (C) only by the sub-—
stitution of & M(x) for M(x). If it is aseumed that

Ay

j; = constant

I (182)
w

E— = constant

the solution can be readily obtained in terms of Bessel
functions; by a modification of the procedure of a preced—
ing section for beams in which the cover—sheet thickness
varies according to & law of the form

t(x) = to(x + xo)? _. } (183)

For oxample, if a box beaﬁ-iq which tho_coéer—sheet
thickness tHpers linsarly to zero at the free ecnd, so
that - ’ - : -
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t(x) = tg % (184)

is subjected to a tniformly distributed losd of inteislty

Py 80O that —_

M(x) = % v, x° | (185)

and if the beam is fixed at the end x-= 1 (ao central

sheet stiffener being present), the stross function P
is obtained in the form S —

(185)

- v q / :?>
cos Kn sin An o 1w\un 3
)

Io(by) J

where I, and I; are modified Besscl functions of the
first kind, of orders gero and one, Oy is the maxinum
elementary stress, and the remaining qQuantities are -de—
fined in equations (45) ané (46). Fron equation (180)

the stresses are given by the exnreSSlons

)
5;* Ap® (1+B cos®r,

I T cos A, cos Ay = I /H =
£ COS Ap COS Ap = Ly\Mn F,
o, = o, % +oa(p+ 1) z % 2d w T (187)
n=y M (1+B cos®r,)  Ig(pyg)

An approximate solution of the same problem is given in
refereonce 5.

Tapered cover—sheoet width,-— The principal modifica—
tion necessary in case the width of the sheet varies ia
tho spanwise dirgection arises from the fact that the nor—
mal stress in the flange can nd longer be identlfied with
the spanwise normal stress in the adjacent sheet flbers,
but is related to the sheet stresses by the expression
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[o(x)]

£lange qx(x,w)qggaa + o, (x;v)sin®s +mx,w)sin 26 (189)

where & 1s the angle between the x—axis and tho normal
to the edge of the sheet.
A More Goneral Olass of End—Support Conditions

If cquation (C3) is replaced by a condition of the
more gensral form

=]
a2 H(l,¥y)+a, _—ga ¥) ., a—%%il + ag 9 Ha(l—f-)-+ = £ (y) (190}
. x = x

equation (122) can be usod to rewrito the equation roplac—
ing cquation (123b) in the form

?{|ao+ az Ez?-)a + ] X, ()
. Lal . az,( > xn'(z)} Y_(y)

= f(y)}-[hoP(l,y)+&1Px<l,y)+a23xx(1,y)+a3Pxxx(l,y)f---](191)
The only modification in the solution therofore consists

in replacing the terminal conditicn of equation (130b) by
+the condiltion

l:_a.o + a;a(%E) +....]X (L)+La1l+ a.3<—-rn->2 + .....]Xn'(l)

W
r ' ‘ . -
= J/ i.f(p) - aUP(W;u)_,alPx(I,u)f-ae Pxx(l,u)f.....}Yn(u)du
o} . )
(192)

For example, 1f the box beam is attached to an elas—
tic sprlngllkc suppont the end condition is of the form

u<z'sy) -—-CO’ (I'!Y) e (193)

If both sides of equation (193) ars differontiated with
respeet to y, and if equatioms (5), (7)., and (61) are
used, this condition can be written
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aH(l,Y) + ¢ B bZE(Z,y) =.0

- - (194)

For the case of a concentrataed tip load, cquation (139b)
is now replaced,according to equation (192), by

2 A

W 2 . w cos
c E 7?) (W) + 2,7 (0) = = % Y (B + 1) 'X__E (195)

n

so that, in place of ogquation (140), S

' . x - . UL

cos Ay sinfi Mn 7 '
X (x)=w0 ¥ p (B+1) ——5— - - e (196)
n .c &

_?nLHf sinh P, + pp cosh pn

and the stress funchion is obtained in the form

H = g E Z N -
LALPI el :
@, cog A, sinig T sinh pg, %
+ 2(8 + 1) /R % y o ' L Y (1em)
G . Ap(1+B cos®A )

n=1 u SlnthﬁCOShun

Box Begm with One Cover Shest . )
If a box beam carries a cover sheet on only one side,
the equetion of moment equilibrium gbout the neutral axie
beconmes (sce reference 6, p. 11, equation (12))

W
Iw - & I
Iwox(x,w)+-2t<§24.z; > JF oxdy+ Ay (d + E§j>= M(x)a (198)
o

where, in addition to the cons'tants previouwsly defineds

A is the cross—sectional area of the two side webs _

(including the corner flanges) and 4 1is the distance from

the plane of the cover sheet to the neutral axis. If equa—

tion (198) is expressed in terms of H and if equation

(88) is taken into account, equation (90) is now replaced

by the condition o . -
Sty (dg_'_ IW H(X,W) BH('X,W)

o ACANI,

K; v w _—%y

= H(x)a {193)
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It follows that the results of the preceding sections can -
be applied directly to this case if Ig 1e replaced by -

I
2t w <d3+ —‘i> and
Ay

CONCLUDING REMARKS

by d.

Wl

The shear—lag analysis of the present papcr prescnts
nathematically exact solutions of several problems that
have been previously treated in general by approxinate
nethods, Although the rosults gtrictly apply only to
beams and panels that are theoretically rigid in the
transverse dirsction, 1t seems probable that they ars
applicable with roasonable accuracy in actual casee when
stiff chordwise ribs are presont. The solutions are ob—
tained in the form of rapidly convergent infinite series
that are much more adaptable to numerical computation
than exact solutions that have been given elsewhere 1n
certain special cases. - : )

On the basis of comparisons of the present results
with approximate solutions given by Relssner and by XKuhn
and Chiarito, 1%t 'appears that -in cases when both the
approxinate solutions are applicable, for example, uniform
rectangular box beans without cut—outs, the Relssner solu—
tions are in better agreemient with the exact solutions than
are the solutions given by the methods of Kuhn and Chiarito, o
In other cases for which the Reissner proccdure was not
designed, for example, box beals with cut—outs and panels
loaded by concentrated axial_-forces, the solutions given
by the procedure of XKuhn and Chiarito predict shear—lag
cffecte that are in goneral considerably larger than those
givon_by the present procedure. '

Department of Mathematies,
Massachusetts Instltute of Technology,
Cambridge, Mass., July 1942.
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Table 1.- Solutions of tan Ay + oAy = O.

Ap
n = 1 Odm 5
1l R.0288 1.6887
2 4,0132 47544
3 T+9787 78754
4 11.0865 11,0157
] 14.2074 14.15153
8 17,3564 17.29035
7 20,4002 20,4501
8 23,8043 23.5704
9 26,7409 26,7110
10 20,8756 29,8518
11 33,0170 32,0028
12 38,1660 55,1339
13 39,2054 50.2750
14 42,4361 42,4162
15 48,5760 4546876

Teble 2, - Stremges 1n Pansl Ko. 1.

An
Table 3.- Solutions of tan Apg = —m
*n

n = 0 G=1 az= 5
1 4.4954 5.4056 8.2028
2 77853 8.4338 63147
] -+ 10.9041 8, 5278 Ge44bB
4 14.0662 12.6448 12,8825 °
5 17,2208 16,7710 15.7207
6 08713 18.9025 18.8608
7 23.5195 £2.0564 22,0002
a 26,6661 25,1724 26.1407
2 29.8116 28,3096 28.2814
10 32.9664 S1. 4477 31.4£83
pul 36.1008 G4.6864 34 45633
12 502444 37.7256 37.7044
13 42,3879 40,8652 10.8458
U 45.5311 44.0050 45.9869
15 48,6742 47,1461 - 4¥,128)

Tsble 4, - 3tresses in Pensl Na. 2.

a=1 a=25 =20 . o= 1 X B [« 4]
Fodemprx,m) ‘}.&ﬁp)léﬁ(:,w (x,w) %"cr,(xp)’%'ax(x,w) X |foitxr) ‘ﬂx.q#f(z,w)%q(xﬂ $7ix, 9B 1z, m)Fox(xm | Fr(x,0)

1. - - [ 1. i [¢] . o 1. 21 g 1. 2250 b - -

«88 ’--79 «082 | 97 [-1,06 #0986 | 20.43 Qa1 | 4911 #1688 |-.55 #9380 | .224 [-.67 11.6 l.01e
-818 = -545 -1.13 0951 - .803 -190 5-36 0.2 .867 4160 ‘-0340 09"2 .192 -c420 6 .57 .722
#T28 [-» o315 | LO6R8 | ~.663 «367 £.726 0.4 (| 0818 «1135 |~e171 | o959 | J140 [-.225 4,223 «416
o688 [_elT2 | «SPL | 4801 | 310 | 647 1.546 0.8 | o778 | 055 [—,052 | 044 | ,O070 |..0856 5.279 «160
578 .00 o550 | 871 | -,200] .B18 1.221 1.2 ] 761 | #0256 [-.00% | »941 | 084 [-.038 3.081 <055
546 |-4QB8 | 623 | 888 | ~.129 | 912 1.0097 1.6 | .766 | 011 |-.010 | .,939 | 016 |-.0i8 5.026 «018
«528 |-. «€97 | BBO | - 005 ] .958 1.044 2,0 | 753 | .005 |-.004 [ .B37 | 007 |-.007 3,008 «006
«b08 [..010 | ,784 | 839 | -,050 | 004 1.008 3.0 | +751 | 001 [-.001 | .936 | .00l |-.002 3,001 « 000
501 |-.001 | 828 | 834 | -.004 |2.000 1.000 5.0 | J780 | 000 |-.000 | .038 | .000 |-.000 3,000 =000

4]

¥58 *ON @30 TWOTUYOSI YOVK




Table 5.~ Solutione of cot Ap ~ oy = O,

A
n a= 1/8 dm 5/2
1 +B88033 «43%84
2 3.4266 3 ,2039
3 G.4573 6.3148
4 .5203 92,4469
5 12.68453 12,8923
8 16.7713 16,7207
7 18.0084 18,8603
) 22.0560 22,0002
o 25,1784 25,1407
1o £6.3098 «2814
1 Y. 4477 21,4223
1p 34.5064 54,5633
13 37.TRE8 37.7044
14 40,8652 40,8456
15 44,0080 45.9869

Table 7.~ Btresses in Psnal Nos 7.

$RP O o40H TBOTWUDRS VOVH

a=1/3 " a=5/2

X

¥ [P oxtDiFatrenx, ) $oam ]l xaterz,m)

] o 1. - 0 l. -
0,06 036 +88 =79 +062 7 —1.08
0.1 .0’!1 -816 -.543 -115 -951 ~ «808
015 '106 «T66 - o419 o164 « 9357 - 4867
0.2 s189 TED | o388 «E13 228 -=553
0.4 =256 <828 | -.A7R S0 80 -+319
0.6 tm 0576 - IBSO .8'71 -.2(!3
0.8 2402 +646 | _,058 =828 +8E68 ~s129
1.0 .4‘0 -538 --OM .89’7 .850 - .065
1.5 +482 +808 | -.010 »784 «8358 — 050
2.5 «499 «80L | -.001 +028 o834 | ~.004

X

v ?Gx(x,w) %" T(x,W) ?t&(x,n) -f-ﬂrr(x,w)

(] 1. T - 1. b
0.06 «0087 - o804 +965 -1.88
Ol +78H - oTi8 o820 ~1.608
0-2 -66? - -5m .662 -1054"
0.‘ .603 ".519 ."66 "'1-091
0-6 -400 —-231 -685 "1940
0.8 «318 =177 +614 ~«828
1.0 257 —4139 568 -738
1.6 +163 -+080 425 - 561
28 +0b62 -+028 2240 — 330
GaD «004 - 008 #0056 —o 008

Teble Ba,~ Stresses in Panel Mo, 8. (i-i)

% ?ﬂcr!(x! L z(x.%“) Lﬂﬂx(ls") é—"f'(lao) ;L‘rﬂf(la')

0 0 0 1. «09 -
0,06 «008 «018 876 «09 -o.869
0.1 016 038 . =087 - 2629
0.15 22 »0535 744 =084 ~+503
0.2 +030 +06% N 0682 « o AlQ
Gu3 #0458 «101 +825 O -+318
0.4 081, 128 <569 «07T4 —~ o BAD
0.6 .(BB ll"a - -06’7 -‘.1“
0.8 «113 «B01 4352 «060 ~o117
1.0 w135 +220 «352 =062 =087
2.0 »207 «£48 «£208 =032 ~a088
5.0 »248 «250 «2b2 «00L -a001

L8




Table 10, 8troesses In Cover Shest of Box Bsmm Without Cuton
Table &b. - Stresees In Pensl No. 9. (o « £}
. 2 p=1 p=0
T |ox(zp)a| oxlx,wop bzl xpYog | ox(x) /o,
x A ;
v ?Gx(x,o) '?'QGX(I:%) %?Ux(x;u]%ﬂx,o) ?T{,—xsl) 0 o o o 0
0.1 «089 100 «100 «100
0 [+] 0 h 1Y «40
0,06 | 4007 | 031 | 963 | .40 |-1.46 o2 | x| RS | s
001 -018 1055 .%5 cm —14206 0:4 'ag‘ .ws .m 'm
0-15 »024 «082 + 03 «309 ~L.068 0.5 4808 505 w409 +508
0o QB2 ] W108 | WBEB | 397 | -.D50 0.6 | <880 609 | .596 | 606
0.3 +048 104 «858 . «398 ~ o805 0,7 B84 1T 2680 SN2
0o 082 | .95 | .sze | .388 | -.708 05 ‘7ss s e | ‘iae
[/ s, +28b »778 «370 ~o870 0:9 782 :959 :355 1.000
OUB -122 «31l4 ;736 l56‘° "'0479 0095 -795 1.035 9850 1.150
1+0 »149 o349 »7C1 o326 | w41l 00g7 | T g 258
2.0 +L256 +408 «580 »210 —.22) 0'99 N R R 1:487
5e0 385 | o426 | 450 | L0353 | —.044 1.00 | we00 | 1w | e | M2
Tsble 9, ~Xdge Stresses in Unstiffensd Panols.(ct= 0) e eraanareree Dlatritution of Root Normal Stress
Fox(z,w) —
. ——— . U.!(LY)/GQ
- Pml_ Ho. 7 Fanel Xo. B Pansl No. 2 -z.— B =1 B =0
1] - - -
041 10.524 10.350 11.612 0.2’ 4 s
Q2 Bo452 5.078 8.672 0'2 '30,? .866
9.3 3.642 3.280 4.973 0.5 .817 <880
0.4 S.002 2,388 4.20% 0'4 .85]. '900
0.8 B.448 1.400 S.554 0'5 .851 .938
OJB 2.1“ . -900 5.2’79 0'6 .B‘TG .966
1.0 2.088 «598 S+148 0'7 .QCB 1'030
1,86 £.052 T 364 5.071 0.8 “961 2.100
1,80 2.012 «284 3034 0.9 1'011 1.252
2,0 2,002 +086 3.008 0-8 01 1o2sd
8.8 2.000 032 5.003 0:999 : : - : 2:1%
1.000 1.120 -

%88 °of P30K THOTWNOGL VOV




mabla 12, - Spanwise Variatlon of Cover-sheet Rffsotive Width.

'gf
w Fixed sheet Free sgheoet
+ B=1| p=0 | P=1]| F=0
1] 1. 1. 1. 1.
0.1 +994 1.000 »987 « 997
0.8 #9935 1.000 971 « 996
0.3 #3991 «P88 2850 «992
D.4 «0B8 «998 +926 29856
(+29 «981 «056 +B89 « 968
(LN :] 971 +992 2883 838
Q.7 <854 +883 TS +858
0.8 «0R26 +080 «505 701
0,9 877 »900 «393 +42)
0,96 «838 D25 242 827
ng - 37‘71 - -
0.99 - .GB& - -
1«00 #7058 0 0 0

Tabla 13.— Stresses in Cover Sheet of Box Beam With Cutout.

x p=1 p=20

Yo lox(xp Yo, |og(xm /o, | ox(xoYas| ox(xm) /o

o] 0 [+] ¢} 0
0,1 «096 «101 +100 «100
0.2 «161 <204 »1.99 « 201,
0.3 281 <308 298 2308
0.4 I565 o‘!lﬁ 0594 .406
0.5 434 +529 «484 «516
0,6 «479 «8B5 «B568 544
0.7 <479 «B05 «504 «818
0,8 +408 «907 545 l.142
0,9 +842 1.282 « 347 2,157
0498 «127 153 «1886 4,188
1.00 0 2,000 0 -

Teble 14,

Stresses in stiffened Stresses 1n unstiffensd

balf-gheet, half-gheet’,

P 2
5 %ﬂx(x.O)\/%f-T(x,o) '\/% i Er-o'x(x,o)
o 1. v o -
0,01 «968 2.874 001 63,66
0.10 832 1.1e8 0,10 6,366
0u26 «686 <707 0485 2+547
0.50 548 «428 0z 80 1.273
. « 306 +219 1, )

2, o264 «002 Be »318
By «120 +022 be o127
10, «083 +008 10. 064

Table 16.- Co

eqtmtiqnan?%

laon of values of
), (73), and (83).

43 .
7 0x(x,0) acoording to

13
\r"l("“) Diptributed load (4 = t9)
X - - Ooncentrated
t By = @ ke = By load
0 1. 1. 1.
0,016 +«994 1. 568
0,163 .038 .998 822
0.408 844 +976 +886
0,817 «706 «888 548
1.633 « 500 »638 «S5B8
3,266 204 569 254
81165 .125 .155 ) '120
168.330 2084 «078 «083

88 *QK e30N TesTUYCEl VOVH
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(a) Symmetrical axial loading. (b) Antisymmetrical axial loading.

Figure 1.~ Sketches of panels indicating the notation used. o

—) N — AN
= \[ N % 2 \{ —\ I
[ = = = % = 7
(a) Completely clamped along (b) Cover sheets not attached
edge at x =1. to support.

Figure 2.- Sketches of cantilever box beanms.

(a) (v)

Figure 3.- Bketches of half-sheets loaded by concentrated and distribu~
ted forces. =
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Flg. 4

f $
{ ‘,
-—:3A ] A A
F —F
PANEL NO.I. PANEL NO.2. PANEL NO. 3.
(a) ) (C)
Fe F
——] Ae -~ Ae
’V
—— A. — X A.
Fe -—F
PANEL NO. 4. PANEL NO. 5.
(ah {c)]
F
~ 3Ae = Aq & Ae A
3 _ ]
2f | aa, — . 24, tioa, & 2A,
3 , 1 3
-FC- A. ;— AQ 'F" A. Ae
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