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Khoros Software Specification Format and Interoperability

— A. H. Rots (USRA/NASA-GSFC)
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Khoros defines formats for User Interface Specification (UIS) and Program
Specification (PS) files. From such files, its code generator, Ghostwriter, cre-
5 ates source files and documentation. The great advantage of the system is
that the code fragments that make up part of the PS file are purely generic.
All Khoros-related code is created by the code generator; this includes all
user interface code. As a matter of fact, both specification files are very
generic in nature. Thus, one could imagine using it as the basis for other
software systems. A case will be made that writing a code generator that
would create IRAF-compatible code from the Khoros UIS and PS files is
fairly trivial.

Another aspect of the Khoros system conventions concerns the way execu-
tion commands are generated by the user interface and the actual syntax of
those commands. The protocols are such that interoperability at the level of
E : executable modules is readily possible.
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