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Abstract: This document is an environmental assessment that examines the environmental 
impacts of a proposed plan to clear land and to construct a building for the operation of a 
Visitor/Education Center at a location next to the Mississippi Welcome Center on Interstate 10 

-- - - -- - 

along aghwyy 607in HXcoFk CoEtytyMississippiT 
- 



Environmental Assessment 
VisitoriEducation Center August 2006 

Executive Summary 

The National Aeronautics and Space Administration (NASA) proposes to clear land and 
construct a building for the operation of a VisitorIEducation Center within the SSC Buffer Zone 
located at the southwest comer of Exit 2 on Interstate 10 along Highway 607. The complex 
would be located 305 meters (1,000 feet) west of the existing Mississippi Welcome Center. 

The location for the Visitor~Education Center was not considered to have any feasible 
alternatives other than the "No Action Altemative." The high visibility and availability of the 
land for the project was considered integral to the project's success. The "No Action Alternative" 
is described as the benchmark against which the proposed actions are evaluated. The "No Action 
Alternative" would have no adverse environmental impacts, would have no beneficial economic 
impact and would not meet the purpose of and need for action. 

This project would require a Mississippi Department of Environmental Quality (MDEQ) storm 
water permit for construction, a wetlands disturbance authorization from the U.S. Army Corps of 
Engineers - Vicksburg District, an MDEQ water withdrawal permit and an MDEQ National 
Pollutant Discharge Elimination System Permit. 

The most notable impacts would be short-term fugitive air emissions, short-term intermittent 
noise from construction, wetlands disturbance, storm water runoff, groundwater withdrawal, a 
waste water outfall and the generation of solid waste. Other aspects that require consideration - 
are energy conservation, water conservation, native plant landscaping, and the purchase of 
materials under comprehensive procurement guidelines for using materials with recycled content. 





























































ACCEPT: If you received a Standard Permit, you may sign the permit document and retum it to the district engineer for final 
authorization. If you received a Letter of Permission (LOP), you may accept the LOP and your work is authorized. Your signature on the 
Standard Permit or acceptance of the LOP means that you accept the permit in its entirety, and waive all rights to appeal the permit, including 
its terms and conditions, and approved jurisdictional determinations (JD) associated with the p b t ,  

- OBJECT: If you object to the permit (Standard or LOP) because of certain terms and conditions therein, you may request that the permit 
be modified accordingly. You must complete Section II of this form and retum the form to the district engineer. Your objections must be 
received by the district engineer within 60 days of the date of this notice, or you will forfeit your right to appeal the permit in the future. 
Upon receipt of your letter, the district engineer will evaluate your objections and may: (a) modify the permitto address all of your concerns, 
(b) modify the permit to address some of your objections, or (c) not modify the permit having determined that the permit should be issued as 
previously written. Afier evaluating your objections, the district engineer will send you a proffered permit for your reconsideration, as 
indicated in Section B below. 
B: PROFFERED PERMIT: You may accept or appeal the permit. 

ACCEPT: If you received a Standard Permif you may sign the permit document and retum it to the district engineer for final 
authorization. If you received a Letter of Permission (LOP), you may accept the LOP and your work is authorized. Your signature on the 
Standard Permit or acceptance of the LOP means that you accept the in its entirety, and waive all rights to appeal the permit, including 
its t e r n  and conditions, and approved jurisdictional deie~minations associated with the permit. 

- APPEAL: If you choose to decline the proffered permit (Standard or LOP) because of certain terms and conditions therein, you may 
appeal the declined permit under the Corps of Engineers Administrative Appeal Process by completing Section U of this form and sendhg 
the form to the division engineer. This form must be received by the division engineer within 60 days of the date of this notice. 
C: PERMIT DENIAL: You may appeal the denial of a permit under the Corps of Engineers Administrative Appeal Process by completing 
Section I1 of this form and sending the form to the division engineer. This form must be received by the division engineer within 60 days of 
the date of this notice. 
D: APPROVED JURISDICTIONAL DETERMINATION: You may accept or appeal the approved JD or provide new information. 

ACCEPT: You do not need to not@ the Corps to accept an approved JD. Fdure  to notify the Corps within 60 days of the date of this 
notice, means that you accept the approved JD in its entirety, and waive all rights to appeal the approved JD. 

APPEAL: If you disagree with the approved JD, you may appeal the approved JD under the Corps of Engineers Administrative Appeal 
Process by completing Section I1 of this form and sending the form to the division engineer. This form must he received bythe division 
engineer within 60 days of the date of this notice. 
E: PRELIMINARY JURISDICTIONAL DETERMINATION: You do not need to respond to the Corps regarding the preliminary JD. The 
Preliminary SD is not appealable. If you wish, you may request an approved JD (which may be appealed), by contacting the Corps disbict for 
fufiher instruction. Also you may. provide new information for further consideration by the Cops to reevaluate the JD. 


