Wall Covering The attractive wall covering shown
below is one of 132 styles in the Mirror Magic ||
line offered by The General Tire & Rubber
Company, Akron, Ohio. The material is metal-
lized plastic fabric, a spinoff from space
programs.

Wall coverings are one of many consumer
applications of aluminized plastic film technol-
ogy developed for NASA by a firm later bought
by King-Seeley Thermos Company, Winchester,
Massachusetts, which now produces the mate-
rial. The original NASA use was in the Echo 1
passive communications satellite, a "space bal-
oon" made of aluminized mylar; the high reflec-
tivity of the metallized coating enabled relay of

N ARV AV
I

|I"‘l"

-

‘E‘.:':'-_-'-r-; -

"_"-_‘F-:":'_--‘.-’—‘T' -

communications signals from one Earth station
to another by "bouncing” them off the satellite.
The reflectivity feature also made the material
an extremely efficient insulator and it was sub-
sequently widely used in the Apollo program for
such purposes as temperature control of space-
craft components and insulation of tanks for
fuels that must be maintained at very low
temperatures.

Used as a wall covering, the aluminized ma-
terial offers extra insulation, reflects light and
resists cracking. In addition to General Tire,
King-Seeley also supplies wall covering material
to Columbus Coated Fabrics Division of Borden,
Incorporated, Columbus, Ohio, among others.
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