Solar Schematic

The home shown at right is specially
designed to accommodate solar heat-
ing units; it has roof planes in four di-
rections, allowing placement of solar
collectors for best exposure to the
sun. Plans (bottom) and complete
working blueprints for the solar-
heated house are being marketed by
Home Building Plan Service,
Portland, Oregon.

The company also offers an inexpen-
sive schematic (center) showing how
a homeowner only moderately skilled
in the use of tools can build his own
solar energy system, applicable to
new or existing structures. The
schematic is based upon the design
of a low-cost solar home heating
system built and tested by NASA's
Langley Research Center; used to
supplement a warm-air heating sys-
tem, it can save the homeowner about
40 percent of his annual heating bill
for a modest investment in materials
and components. Home Building Plan
Service saved considerable research
time by obtaining a NASA technical
report which details the Langley work.
The resulting schematic includes
construction plans and simplified
explanations of solar heat collection,
collectors and other components,
passive heat factors, domestic hot
water supply and how to work with
local heating engineers.
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