






Background 

• Definition of a "precursor" 

- An indication of a problem with the potential to recur 
with more severe consequences 

• Key Attributes: 

- Observation (IF I, PRACA) indicates some 
"failure mechanism" 

- Same mechanism could occur again 

- The consequences could be more severe than what 
has been experienced 



• Columbia accident was 
actually preceded by a 
direct accident precursor, 
STS-4S. Post flight 
inspection of the right 
Reinforced Carbon­
Carbon leading edge 
found two gouges. 

• Corrective Action Taken: 
Panel Replaced 

- This solved the 
immediate condition, but 
did not eliminate the 
mechanism for more dire 
consequences 
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