Geophysical Research Abstracts
Vol. 13, EGU2011-8609, 2011 \
EGU General Assembly 2011 !E

© Author(s) 2011

The Lunar Reconnaissance Orbiter: Plans for the Science Phase

Richard R. Vondrak, John W. Keller, Gordon Chin, Noah Petro, James Rice, and James Garvin
Goddard Space Flight Center, Solar System Exploration, Greenbelt, United States

The Lunar Reconnaissance Orbiter spacecraft (LRO}, which was launched on June 18, 2009, began with the goal
of seeking safe landing sites for future robotic missions or the return of humans o the Moon as part of NASA’s
Exploration Systems Mission Direclorate (ESMD). In addition, LRO’s primary objectives included the search
for rescurces and to investigate the Lunar radiation environment. This phase of the mission was completed on
September 15, 2010 when the operational responsibility for LRO was transferred from ESMD to NASA's Science
Mission directorate (SMD). Under SMD, the mission focuses on a new set of goals related to the history of the
Moon, its current state and what its history can teli us about the evolution of the Solar System.

We will present here recent results from the LRO mission and lay out the objectives for the science mis-
sion.





