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Where to Next?

• October 2009

• Delivered to NASA 
Administrator and Office of 
Science and Technology 
Policy

• Provides the context for 
discussing future destinations

27 July 2011 www.nasa.gov/exploration/humanresearch 2



The Flexible Path
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One Path with a Fork
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Notional Architecture Elements
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Closed Loop ECLSS
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A Sequence for an Asteroid
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Technology Applicability to Destination (1)
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A Sequence for Mars
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Mars Mission Length
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ISRU on Mars
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Summary
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• Systems 
• Capsule
• (Lander)
• EVA Suit
• Exploration Vehicle
• Deep Space Habitat

• Mission Duration

• ISRU on Mars

• Fully closed loop ECLSS for Mars
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