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Famine early warning organizations have experience that has much to contribute to efforts to
incorporate climate and weather information into economic and political systems. Food security
crises are now caused almost exclusively by problems of food access, not absolute food
availability, but the role of monitoring agricultural production both locally and globally remains
central. The price of food important to the understanding of food security in any region, but it
needs to be understood in the context of local production. Thus remote sensing is still at the
center of much food security analysis, along with an examination of markets, trade and economic
policies during food security analyses. Technology including satellite remote sensing, earth
science models, databases of food production and yield, and modern telecommunication systems
contributed to improved food production information. Here we present an econometric approach
focused on bringing together satellite remote sensing and market analysis into food security
assessment in the context of early warning.



