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CLOCK AND RESET SYNCHRONIZATION
OF HIGH-INTEGRITY LOCKSTEP
SELF-CHECKING PAIRS

GOVERNMENT LICENSE RIGHTS

This invention was made with Government support under
Government Contract Number NNJO6TA25C awarded by
NASA. The Government has certain rights in the invention.

BACKGROUND

One strategy for assuring integrity in high-integrity sys-
tems uses a “self-checking pair”” A self-checking pair is a
logical grouping of two devices, subsystems, or systems (gen-
erally referred to here as “modules™) that perform the same
operations and that cross-check each other in order to assure
correct operation. As aresult of the cross-checking performed
in the self-checking pair, a single fault in one of the modules
will be detected by its partner and an appropriate action can be
taken to handle the fault and to assure that the fault does not
propagate.

The most tightly coupled and detailed approach to imple-
menting a self-checking pair uses strict cycle-for-cycle lock-
step where each module operates off of the same clock and
performs the same action on each clock cycle. In this way all
results, outputs, and operations can be checked on each clock
cycle. Some challenges that can arise with such a strict cycle-
for-cycle lockstep approach include the synchronization of
the local clock in each of the modules with the primary clock,
the generation of internal clocking resources at each module
that are derived from the primary clock, and alignment of the
internal clocking resources between the modules, and the
generation, assertion, and negation of resets at both modules
in lockstep.

In typical implementations, both modules of such a self-
checking pair are provided with a primary clock signal from
the same external clocking source and exchange all parent
and derivative clock signals and reset signals in order to
establish and maintain lock step alignment. This can result in
module designs in which a large number of pins are dedicated
to the exchange of such signals, which does not scale well
with larger module designs having high numbers of internal
clock and reset domains.

SUMMARY

In one embodiment, an apparatus comprises first and sec-
ond modules configured to operate in a lockstep mode and a
reset mode. Each of the first and second modules is config-
ured to asynchronously enter the reset mode when a parent
reset signal is asserted at the respective each module. Each of
the first and second modules is configured to, in response to
the asserted parent reset signal being negated at the respective
each module, indicate to the respective other module that the
respective each module is ready to exit the reset mode and exit
the reset mode when the respective other module has also
indicated that the respective other module is ready to exit the
reset mode.

In another embodiment, a first module comprises applica-
tion-specific functionality and clock and reset functionality
configured to selectively cause the first module to operate in
alockstep mode in which the first module operates in lockstep
with a second module and to selectively cause the first module
to operate in a reset mode. The clock and reset functionality is
configured to cause the first module to asynchronously enter
the reset mode when a parent reset signal is asserted at the first
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module. The clock and reset functionality is configured to
cause the first module, in response to the asserted parent reset
signal being negated at the first module, to indicate to the
second module that the first module is ready to exit the reset
mode and to exit the reset mode when the second module has
also indicated that the second module is ready to exit the reset
mode.

Another embodiment is directed to a method of resetting
first and second modules that are configured to selectively
operate in a lockstep mode and a reset mode. The method
comprises, at each of the first and second modules, asynchro-
nously entering the reset mode when a parent reset signal is
asserted at the respective each module and, in response to the
asserted parent reset signal being negated at the respective
each module, indicating to the respective other module that
the respective each module is ready to exit reset mode and
exiting the reset mode when the respective other module has
also indicated that the respective other module is ready to exit
reset mode.

The details of various embodiments of the claimed inven-
tion are set forth in the accompanying drawings and the
description below. Other features and advantages will
become apparent from the description, the drawings, and the
claims.

DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 is a block diagram of one embodiment of a self-
checking pair.

FIG. 2 is a block diagram of one exemplary embodiment of
clock and reset functionality suitable for use in the self-
checking pair of FIG. 1.

FIGS. 3A-3D are timing diagrams for the clock and reset
functionality of FIG. 2.

Like reference numbers and designations in the various
drawings indicate like elements.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

FIG. 1 is a block diagram of one embodiment of a self-
checking pair 100. The self-checking pair 100 comprises two
modules 102. Examples of modules 102 include application-
specific integrated circuits (ASICs), microprocessors, other
programmable devices, computers, network interfaces, bus
guardians, nodes, and other electronic circuits, modules,
cards, or assemblies. In general, each of the modules 102
receive and process the same input such that if the same
output is not generated for each relevant time period an error
or failure is considered to have occurred in the self-checking
pair 100.

Each module 102 includes some type of application-spe-
cific functionality 101 that implements one or more applica-
tion-specific functions for which the self-checking pair 100 is
designed.

Inthe particular embodiment shown in FIG. 1, a first one of
the two modules 102 is designated as the “command” module
104 and a second one of the two modules 102 is designated as
the “monitor” module 106. The monitor module 106 acts as a
check on the processing performed by the command module
104. The monitor module 106 verifies the proper operation of
command module 104 (for example, by comparing the output
it has produced for the relevant time period with the corre-
sponding output from the command module 104). If the out-
put of the command module 104 and the output of the monitor
module 106 differ, the monitor module 106 indicates that an
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error or fault has occurred in the self-checking pair 100. In
other implementations and embodiments, other self-checking
pair configurations are used.

Each ofthe modules 102 includes clock and reset function-
ality 108 and at least one clock input 110. A primary clock
signal is received on the clock input 110. The primary clock
signal is also referred to here as the “parent” clock signal. The
clock and reset functionality 108 in each module 102 uses the
received primary clock signal as a reference clock signal (the
“PCLOCK” signal 132 in FIG. 1) and to generate any deriva-
tive clock signals that are used by that module 102 (for
example, by the application-specific functionality 101). In the
particular embodiment shown in FIG. 1, the clock input 110
of each of the modules 102 is directly coupled to an external
clock source 112. In another embodiment, one of the modules
102 serves as a clock master with its clock input 110 directly
coupled to an external clock source and the other one of the
modules 102 receiving its primary clock signal from the
module 102 that is acting as the clock master.

The clock and reset functionality 108 in each module 102
also includes derivative clock functionality 114 that is used to
generate one or more derivative clock signals 116 (labeled “D
CLOCK” in FIG.1). The derivative clock functionality 114 in
each module 102 is configured to align the one or more
derivative clock signals 116 to the primary clock signal that is
received on the clock input 110 of that module 102 and, when
the module 102 is operating in lockstep mode, to the corre-
sponding one or more derivative clock signals 116 produced
in the other module 102 in the self-checking pair 100.

Each of the modules 102 has at least one external reset
input 118 on which an external reset signal can be received.
The external reset signal, when asserted, indicates that the
self-checking pair 100 should reset itself. In the particular
embodiment shown in FIG. 1, the external reset inputs 118 of
each module 102 include a power on reset (POR) input 120
and at least one other external reset input 118. The system in
which the self-checking pair 100 is deployed is configured to
assert a reset signal on the POR input 120 when the system is
powered on. Also, the system in which the self-checking pair
100 is deployed is configured so that a reset signal can be
asserted on the other external reset input 118 in other situa-
tions after the system is powered on. In the particular embodi-
ment shown in FIG. 1, a user reset circuit 122 included in the
system in which the self-checking pair 100 is deployed gen-
erates the POR and external reset signals.

Also, in this embodiment, each of the modules 102 is
configured to receive one or more internal reset signals from
a source inside of the self-checking pair 100. The internal
reset signal, when asserted, indicates that the self-checking
pair 100 should reset itself.

The external reset signals and internal reset signals are also
both referred to here as “parent™ reset signals.

Each of the modules 102 also includes a local reset input
126 and a local reset output 128. As shown in FIG. 1, the local
reset output 128 of each module 102 is cross-connected to the
local reset input 126 of the other module 102.

The clock and reset functionality 108 in each of the mod-
ules 102 is configured to determine when a parent reset signal
is asserted. When a parent reset signal is asserted, the module
102 asynchronously enters a reset mode.

The derivative clock functionality 114 in each module 102
is configured to generate the one or more derivative clock
signals 116 in a free-running mode when the module 102
enters reset. When the derivative clock functionality 114 in
each module 102 is generating the derivative clock signals
116 in free-running mode, the derivative clock signals 116 are
not necessarily aligned to the primary clock signal received
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on the clock input 110 of that module 102 or to the corre-
sponding derivative clock signals 116 produced by the other
module 102 in the self-checking pair 100. Each of the deriva-
tive clocks signals 116 in each module 102 has an associated
reset signal 130 that the clock and reset functionality 108 is
configured to assert when that module 102 enters reset. The
reset signal 130 associated with each derivative clock signal
116 is provided to the other functionality (for example, the
application-specific functionality 101) that uses that deriva-
tive clock 116 in order to indicate to that functionality that the
module 102 has entered reset and that the derivative clock
signal 116 may not be aligned to the primary clock signal or
to the corresponding derivative clock signals 116 produced by
the other module 102 in the self-checking pair 100.

Also, when a parent reset signal is asserted, the clock and
reset functionality 108 asynchronously asserts a reset signal
on its local reset output 128. The reset signal is asserted
“asynchronously” in that it is asserted immediately on its
local reset output 128 and is not clocked. In this way, each
module 102 is able to indicate to the other module 102 that it
has entered, and remains in, reset.

The clock and reset functionality 108 in each module 102
is configured to support synchronous resets of the derivative
clock signals 116. That is, each module 102 of the self-
checking pair 100 is configured to exit reset at the same time
as the other module 102 and, when it exits reset, each deriva-
tive clock signal 116 it generates is synchronized to the cor-
responding derivative clock signal 116 generated by the other
module 102. The clock and reset functionality 108 in each of
the modules 102 is configured to determine when the previ-
ously asserted parent reset signal has been negated (that is, is
no longer asserted). When this happens, the clock and reset
functionality 108 synchronously in each module 102 negates
the reset signal that was asserted on the local reset output 128
of that module 102. The reset signal is “synchronously”
negated in that the negated signal is clocked out on the local
reset output 128 of the module 102 using the primary clock
signal received on the clock signal input 110. In this way, each
module 102 is able to indicate to the other module 102 that it
is ready to exit reset.

Also, when the previously asserted parent reset signal has
been negated, the clock and reset functionality 108 causes the
clock and reset functionality 108 to begin synchronizing the
module 102 to the primary clock signal received on the mod-
ule’s clock input 110. However, the derivative clock function-
ality 114 does not negate its derivative reset signals 130 nor
exit free-running mode unless and until the other module 102
has indicated that itis ready to exit reset. As noted above, each
module 102 indicates that is ready to exit reset by negating its
local reset output 128 (which is received on the local reset
input 126 of the other module 102). When the other module
102 has negated its local reset output 128 (that is, has indi-
cated that it is ready to exit reset), the reset functionality 114
negates its derivative reset signals 130 and uses the primary
clock signal to produce the derivative clock signals 116. In
other words, each module 102 waits to exit reset until the
other module 102 in the self-checking pair 100 has indicated
that it is ready to exit reset.

In the embodiments described here, the clock and reset
functionality 108 in each module 102 is configured to exit
reset with the derivative clock signals 116 in a predetermined
phase. Also, the clock and reset functionality 108 includes
sufficient delay in order to account for the worst-case delay
between the two modules 102 of the self-checking pair 100
exiting reset. This enables the modules 102 to synchronously
exit reset without having to introduce additional delays to
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re-synchronize the derivative clock signals 116 in each of the
modules 102 to one another and without losing correlation
with the parent reset signal.

FIG. 2 is ablock diagram of one exemplary embodiment of
clock and reset functionality 200. The clock and reset func-
tionality 200 shown in FIG. 2 is described here as being
implemented in the self-checking pair 100 of FIG. 1, though
it is to be understood that other embodiments can be imple-
mented in other ways.

The primary clock signal (labeled “SYS_CLK_IN” in FIG.
2) is received on the clock input 110 and passes through a pair
of'buffers 202. The output of the last of the buffers 202 is also
referred to here as the “clk_a” signal. The clk_a signal is
output by the clock and reset functionality 200. Also, the
clk_a signal is provided to the derivative clock functionality
114. The derivative clock functionality 114, in this embodi-
ment, is implemented as a clock divider 204. The clock
divider 204 shown in FIG. 2 is configured to divide the fre-
quency of the parent clock signal in half in order to generate
the derivative clock signal 116 (though in other embodiments
and implementations, the derivative clock signal 116 is gen-
erated in other ways). In FIG. 2, the derivative clock signal
116 is labelled “clk_b”.

In the embodiment shown in FIG. 2, the clock divider 204
is implementing using two clock divider circuits. A first clock
divider circuit 206 is configured to generate the derivative
clock signal clk_b in a free running mode when the module
102 is in reset, while a second clock divider circuit 208 is
configured to generate the derivative clock signal clk_b when
the module 102 is operating in lockstep with the other module
102 in the self-checking pair 100. The first clock divider
circuit 206 includes a flip-flop 210 and an inverter 212, which
are configured in a clock divider topology with the output
(“Q”) of the flip-flop 210 cross-coupled to its input (“D”) via
the inventor 212. The second clock divider circuit 208
includes a flip-flop 214 and an inverter 216, which are con-
figured in a clock divider topology with the output (“Q”) of
the flip-flop 214 cross-coupled to its input (“D”) via the
inverter 216. However, the output of the inverter 216 is input
to one of the inputs of an AND gate 218, the output of which
is coupled to the input D of the flip-flop 214. The other input
of the AND gate 218 is coupled to a reset signal (“reset_n”
signal). In the following description, the “_N” or “_n" suffix
indicates that a signal is asserted with a logical 0.

The clock divider 204 includes a multiplexer 220 which
selects its output from one of the first and second clock
divider circuits 206 and 208. The output of the multiplexer
220 is coupled to the input D of a flip-flop 222. The output Q
of the flip-flop 222 is the derivative clock signal clk_b. The
input signal that controls the multiplexer 220 is the reset_n
signal.

When the reset_n signal is asserted (with a logical 0), the
output of the first clock divider circuit 206 is supplied to the
flip-flop 222. When the reset_n signal is negated (as described
in more detail below), the output of the second clock divider
circuit 206 is supplied to the flip-flop 222. The AND gate 218
is used to enable the second clock divider circuit 206 to
generate an output clock signal having a known, predeter-
mined phase. In this example, when the reset_n signal is
asserted, the output of the AND gate 218 will always be a
logical 0, regardless of the state of the other input. As a result,
while the reset_n signal is asserted, the output D of the flip-
flop 214 in the second clock divider 208 will be a logical 0 and
the output of the inverter 216 will be a logical 1. Therefore,
when the reset_n signal is negated (that is, transitions to a
logical 1), both of the inputs to the AND gate 218 will be a
logical 1 and, as a result, the value that is clocked out on the
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output Q of the flip-flop 214 will be a logical 1. In this way, the
output of the second clock divider circuit 208 has a known,
predetermined phase.

In general, the reset_n signal is asserted when any of the
external, internal, or local reset signals has been asserted and
is negated in lockstep with the other module 102 in the self-
checking pair 100.

An AND gate 224 is used to produce the reset_n signal.
One input of the AND gate 224 is coupled to a signal (also
referred to here as the “delay2” signal) that is asserted when
any ofthe external or internal reset signals have been asserted.
Another input of the AND gate 224 is coupled to a signal (also
referred to here as the “input_reset_n" signal) that is asserted
when the local reset signal received on the local reset input
126 has been asserted. The output of the AND gate 224 is
coupled to the input D of a flip-flop 226. The output Q of the
flip-flop 226 is the reset_n signal. The flip-flop 226 is clocked
using the clk_a signal produced from the parent clock signal.
The flip-flop 226 has its clear input CLR connected to a signal
that is asserted when any of the external reset signals are
asserted. This signal is also referred to here as the “external _
reset_n” signal. When the CLR input of the flip-flop 226 is
asserted, the output Q of the flip-flop 226 is asynchronously
cleared (that is, is set to a logical 0 without regard to the
clock). In other words, when any of the external reset signals
is asserted, the reset_n signal is asynchronously asserted.

The reset_n signal, which is the output Q of the flip-flop
226, is negated (that is, transitions to a logical 1) when the
output of the AND gate 224 is a logical 1 and the CLR input
of'the flip-flop 226 is a logical 1. The output of the AND gate
224 will be a logical 1 if both of its inputs are a logical 1,
which occurs when all ofthe external, internal, and local reset
signals are negated. In other words, even if the parent reset
signal that was asserted is negated, the reset_n signal is not
negated until and unless the other module 102 indicates that it
is ready to exit reset by negating its local reset output 128,
which is received on the local reset input 126 of that module
102. The CLR input of the flip-flop 226 is a logical 1 when
none of the external reset signals are asserted. The output Q of
the flip-flop 226 is negated synchronously.

The delay2 signal is produced in the following way. The
external reset inputs 118 (one of which is a power-on-reset
(POR) reset input 120) are coupled to an AND gate 228 via
respective buffers 230. A POR signal (labeled “POR_N” in
FIG. 2) is received on the POR reset input 120, and another
external reset signal (labeled “EXTERNAL_RESET_N” in
FIG. 2) is received on the other external reset input 118. The
signal output by the AND gate 228 is also referred to here as
the “EXTERNAL_RESET_N” signal.

The clk_a signal produced from the primary clock signal is
input to a metastability circuit 232 that includes first and
second synchronization flip-flops 234 and 236. The metasta-
bility circuit 232 is used to guard against metastability result-
ing from the clk_a signal crossing into the clock domain of the
module 102. The input D of the first flip-flop 234 is set at a
constant logical 1 value. The output Q of the first flip-flop 234
is coupled to the input D of the second flip-flop 236. The first
and second flip-flops 234 and 236 are clocked using the clk_a
signal produced from the primary clock signal. The signal
output by the first and second flip flops 234 and 236 are also
referred to here as the “dmetl” signal and “dmet2” signal,
respectively.

The output Q of the second synchronization flip-flop 236
(that is, the dmet2 signal) is input to an AND gate 238. The
other input of the AND gate 238 is coupled to pulse stretch
device 240. The pulse stretch device 240 is used to stretch an
internal reset signal received from a source inside of the
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self-checking pair 100. The output of the pulse stretch device
240 is also referred to here as the “internal_reset_n" signal,
which, when asserted, indicates that the self-checking pair
100 should enter reset. The pulse stretch device 240 stretches
the internal reset signal for a number of clock cycles (N) that
is sufficient to enable the internal reset signal to propagate
through the clock and reset functionality 200 of both modules
102. The input of the pulse stretch device 240 is the internal
reset signal. The pulse stretch device 240 is clocked by the
clk_a signal produced from the parent clock signal.

The output of the AND gate 238 is delayed by a pair of
delay flip-flops 242 and 244. More specifically, the output of
the AND gate 238 is coupled to the input D of the first delay
flip-flop 242 and the output Q of the first flip-flop 242 (also
referred to here as the “delay1” signal) is coupled to the input
D ofthe second flip-flop 244. The delay flip-flops 242 and 244
are clocked using the clk_a signal produced from the parent
clock signal. The output Q of the second delay flip-flop 244 is
the delay2 signal mentioned above, which is coupled to an
input of the AND gate 224 used in generating the reset_n
signal.

The input_reset_n signal (which is coupled to the other
input of the AND gate 224 used in generating the reset_n
signal) is generated in the following way. The local reset input
126 is coupled to an input D of a flip-flop 246 via buffer 248.
The output of the flip-flip 246 is the input_reset_n signal. The
flip-flop 246 is clocked using the clk_a signal.

The signal output on the local reset output 128 is generated
in the following way. The output of the AND gate 238 is
coupled to an input D of a flip-flop 250. The output Q of the
flip-flop 250 is output on the local reset output 128 via a buffer
252. The flip-flop 250 is clocked using the clk_a signal. It is
noted that the local reset output 128 is synchronously output.

A reset signal 130 associated with the derivative clock
signal clk_b and a reset signal associated with the clk_a signal
are generated in the following way. The reset signal 130
associated with the derivative clock signal clk_b is also
referred to here in the context of FIG. 2 as the “reset_b_n”
signal, and the reset signal associated with the clk_a signal is
also referred to here in the context of FIG. 2 as the “reset_a”
signal. The reset_n signal output by the flip-flop 226 is
coupled to an input D of a flip-flop 254. The flip-flop 254 is
used to provide a delay to better align the edges of the reset_n
signal for use by the application-specific functionality 101.
The output Q of the flip-flop 254 (also referred to here as the
“reset_align_n” signal) is coupled to an input D of a flip-flop
256, the output Q of which is the reset signal reset_b_n for the
derivative clock signal clk_b. The output Q of the flip-flop 254
is also coupled to an input D of a flip-flop 258, the output Q of
which is the reset signal reset_a_n for the clk_a signal. The
reset signals for the derivative clock signal clk b and the
clk_asignal are used by the application-specific functionality
101. The flips-flops 254 and 258 are clocked by the clk_a
signal, while the flip-flop 256 is clocked by the derivative
clock signal clk_b output by the clock divider 204 via the
flip-flop 222.

In the embodiment shown in FIG. 2, all the flip-flops in the
clock and reset functionality 200 except for the flip-flops 210
and 214 in the clock divider 204 and the flip-flop 222 used to
output the derivative clock signal clk_b have their CLR inputs
coupled to the external_reset_n signal, which is asserted
when any of the external reset signals are asserted. When the
external_reset_n signal is asserted, the CLR inputs of these
flip-flops are asserted and the outputs Q of the flip-flops are
asynchronously cleared (that is, is set to a logical O without
regard to the clock).

The operation of the clock and reset functionality 200
shown in FIG. 2 is illustrated in the timing diagrams shown in
FIGS.3A-3D. The particular usage scenarios shown in FIGS.
3A-3D are exemplary only and it is to be understood that the
clock and reset functionality 200 can be used in various ways.
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In each timing diagram, the signals associated with a first one
of'the modules 102 in the self-checking pair 100 is shown in
the upper timing diagram (that module 102 also being
referred to here in the context of FIGS. 3A-3D as the “upper”
module 102) while the signals associated with the other one of
the modules 102 in the self-checking pair 100 is shown in the
lower timing diagram (that module 102 also being referred to
here in the context of FIGS. 3A-3D as the “lower” module
102).

Inthe timing diagram shown in FIG. 3A, both modules 102
operate in a “normal” fault-free manner and their signal tim-
ing diagrams are essentially the same. In this example, either
the POR reset signal or other external reset signal is asserted
during clock cycle 302, which causes the external_reset_n
signal for each module 102 to go to a logical 0. As a result, the
flip-flops in each module 102 that have their CLR inputs
coupled to the external_reset_n signal are asynchronously
cleared during clock cycle 302 (the RESET_OUT_N signal,
dmetl1 signal, dmet2 signal, delayl signal, delay2 signal,
input_reset_n signal, reset_out_n signal, (delay2 and inpu-
t_reset_n) reset_n, and reset_n).

In this example, the POR reset signal or other external reset
signal that was previously asserted is negated during clock
cycle 304, which causes the external_reset_n signal in each
module 102 to go to a logical 1. As a result, the flip-flops in
each module 102 that have their CLR inputs coupled to the
external_reset_n signal are no longer cleared. At the leading
edge of clock cycle 306, the logical 1 coupled to the input D
of' the flip-flop 234 is clocked out on its output Q (the dmetl
signal) and is received at the input D of flip-flop 236. At the
leading edge of clock cycle 308, the logical 1 on the input D
of flip-flop 236 is clocked out on its output Q (dmet2 signal).
In the timing diagrams shown in FIGS. 3A-3D, the internal _
reset_n signal for each module 102 is not asserted (that is,
remains at a logical 1). Thus, when the logical 1 is clocked out
on the output Q of the flip-flop 236 (the dmet2 signal), the
AND gate 238 will output a logical 1, which is received at the
input D of the flip-flop 242 and the input D of the flip-flop 250.

At the leading edge of clock cycle 310, the logical 1
received on the input D of flip-flop 242 is clocked out on its
output Q (delay1 signal), which is received at the input D of
the flip-flop 244. Also, at the leading edge of clock cycle 310,
the logical 1 received on the input D of the flip-flop 250 is
clocked out on its output Q (RESET_OUT_N signal), which
is output to the other module 102 via the buffer 252 as the
RESET_OUT_N signal. The RESET_OUT_N signal output
by each module 102 is received at the other module 102 as the
RESET_IN_N signal and provided to the input D of the
flip-flop 246 via bufter 248.

At the leading edge of clock cycle 312, the logical 1 on the
input D of flip-flop 244 is clocked out on its output Q (delay2
signal), which is received at one input of the AND gate 224.
Also, at the leading edge of clock cycle 312, the logical 1 on
the input D of flip-flop 246 is clocked out on its output Q
(input_reset_n signal), which is received at the other input of
the AND gate 224. When both the delay2 signal and input_re-
set_n signal go to a logical 1, alogical 1 is output by the AND
gate 224 (shown in FIG. 3A as the “(delay2 and input_re-
set_n)reset_n (D)” signal). At the leading edge of clock cycle
314, the logical 1 on the input D of flip-flop 226 is clocked out
onits output Q (reset_n signal), which causes the module 102
to exit reset as described above.

The timing diagram 300 shown in FIG. 3A illustrates how
each module 102 asynchronously enters reset but synchro-
nously exits reset by having each module 102 wait until the
other module 102 is ready to exit reset. In this way, the
modules 102 will be able to exit reset with their parent and
derivative clock signals synchronized. As a result, the mod-
ules 102 need not exchange derivative clock and reset signals.

The timing diagram shown in FIG. 3B illustrates a scenario
similar to the one shown in FIG. 3A except for the fact that, in
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the lower module 102, the first synchronization flip-flop 234
clocks the constant logical 1 coupled to its input D out on its
output Q (dmet1 signal) one clock cycle later than the corre-
sponding flip-flop 234 in the upper module 102. In FIG. 3B,
dashed lines show the relevant signal as it exists in the sce-
nario of FIG. 3A for the purposes of comparison. As a result,
the dmet2, delayl, delay2, and RESET_OUT_N signals all
transition to a logical 1 one clock cycle later than the corre-
sponding signals in the upper module 102 associated with the
upper timing diagram shown in FIG. 3B. Nevertheless, both
modules 102 will exit reset at the same time since the
RESET_OUT_Nsignal output by the lower module 102 is the
RESET_IN_N signal of the upper module 102. As a result, the
RESET_IN_N signal for the upper module 102 will be
negated (that is, transition to a logical 1) one clock cycle later
than was the case with FIG. 3A. Consequently, the input_re-
set_n signal for the upper module 102 will also be negated one
clock cycle later than was the case with FIG. 3A.

As shown in FIG. 3B, the (delay2 and input_reset_n) reset
n (D) signal and reset_n signal for both the upper and lower
modules 102 both transition to a logical 1 one clock cycle
later than was the case in FIG. 3A. Thus, even though the first
synchronization flip-flop 234 in the lower module 102 was
delayed in clocking through the logical 1 coupled to its input
D by one clock cycle relative to the first synchronization
flip-flop 234 in the upper module, the reset_n signal is negated
on the same clock cycle in both modules 102. As noted above,
the reset_n signal is used internally within each module 102 to
determine when to have the clock divider 204 exit reset (that
is, switch away from free-running mode) and to generate the
reset signals for the derivative clock signal 116.

The timing diagrams shown in FIG. 3C illustrates a sce-
nario similar to the one shown in FIG. 3B except for the fact
that, in the lower module 102, the first synchronization flip-
flop 234 clocks the constant logical 1 coupled to its input D
out on its output Q (dmetl signal) two clock cycles later than
the corresponding flip-flop 234 in the upper module 102. In
FIG. 3C, dashed lines show the relevant signal as it exists in
the scenario of FIG. 3A for the purposes of comparison. The
changes in signal timing are similar to those described above
in connection with FIG. 3B except that the delays are two
clock cycles, instead of one clock cycle.

The timing diagrams shown in FIG. 3D illustrates a sce-
nario similar to the one shown in FIG. 3B except for the fact
that, in the lower module 102, the first synchronization flip-
flop 234 clocks the constant logical 1 coupled to its input D
out on its output Q (dmet1 signal) three clock cycles later than
the corresponding flip-flop 234 in the upper module 102. In
FIG. 3D, dashed lines show the relevant signal as it exists in
the scenario of FIG. 3A for the purposes of comparison. The
changes in signal timing are similar to those described above
in connection with FIG. 3B except that the delays are three
clock cycles, instead of one clock cycle.

A number of embodiments of the invention defined by the
following claims have been described. Nevertheless, it will be
understood that various modifications to the described
embodiments may be made without departing from the spirit
and scope of the claimed invention. Accordingly, other
embodiments are within the scope of the following claims.

What is claimed is:

1. An apparatus comprising:

first and second modules configured to operate in a lock-

step mode and a reset mode;

wherein each of the first and second modules is configured

to asynchronously enter the reset mode when a parent
reset signal is asserted at the respective each module;
wherein each of the first and second modules is configured
to, in response to the asserted parent reset signal being
negated at the respective each module, indicate to the
respective other module that the respective each module
is ready to exit the reset mode and exit the reset mode
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when the respective other module has also indicated that
the respective other module is ready to exit the reset
mode.

2. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein each of the first and
second modules comprises respective application-specific
functionality that uses a respective derivative clock signal
generated from a parent clock signal.

3. The apparatus of claim 2, wherein each of the first and
second modules further comprises clock and reset function-
ality that generates the respective derivative clock signal from
the parent clock signal;

wherein the respective clock and reset functionality in each

of the first and second modules, when the respective
each module is operating in lockstep mode, aligns the
respective derivative clock signal to the parent clock
signal and to the respective derivative clock signal used
in the respective other module; and

wherein the respective clock and reset functionality in each

of the first and second modules is configured to operate
in a free-running mode when the respective each module
is in the reset mode.

4. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the first and second
modules each comprise a local reset input and a local reset
output, wherein the local reset output of the first module is
coupled to the local reset input of the second module and the
local reset output of the second module is coupled to the local
reset input of the first module; and

wherein each of the first and second modules indicate to the

respective other module that the respective each module
has entered the reset mode by asserting a signal on the
respective local reset output of the respective each mod-
ule and indicates to the respective other module that the
respective each module is ready to exit the reset mode be
negating the signal asserted on the respective local reset
output of the respective each module; and

wherein each of the first and second modules determines

that the respective other module is ready to exit the reset
mode based on the state of the local reset input of the
respective each module.

5. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein the first and second
modules are part of a self-checking pair.

6. The apparatus of claim 5, wherein each of the first and
second modules comprises one of a command module and a
monitor module.

7. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein each of the first and
second modules comprises at least one of an application-
specific integrated circuit, a microprocessor, a programmable
device, a computer, a network interface, a bus guardian, a
node, an electronic circuit, an electronic module, an elec-
tronic card, and an electronic assembly.

8. The apparatus of claim 1, wherein each of the first and
second modules comprises respective clock and reset func-
tionality that includes:

means for asynchronously entering the reset mode when a

parent reset signal is asserted at the respective each
module; and

means for, in response to the asserted parent reset signal

being negated at the respective each module, indicating
to the respective other module that the respective each
module is ready to exit the reset mode and exiting the
reset mode when the respective other module has also
indicated that the respective other module is ready to exit
the reset mode.

9. A first module comprising:

application-specific functionality;

clock and reset functionality configured to selectively

cause the first module to operate in a lockstep mode in
which the first module operates in lockstep with a sec-
ond module and to selectively cause the first module to
operate in a reset mode;
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wherein the clock and reset functionality is configured to
cause the first module to asynchronously enter the reset
mode when a parent reset signal is asserted at the first
module;

wherein the clock and reset functionality is configured to

cause the first module, in response to the asserted parent
reset signal being negated at the first module, to indicate
to the second module that the first module is ready to exit
the reset mode and to exit the reset mode when the
second module has also indicated that the second mod-
ule is ready to exit the reset mode.

10. The first module of claim 9, wherein the application-
specific functionality uses a derivative clock signal generated
from a parent clock signal.

11. The first module of claim 10, wherein the clock and
reset functionality generates the derivative clock signal from
the parent clock signal;

wherein the clock and reset functionality, when the first

module is operating in lockstep mode, aligns the deriva-
tive clock signal to the parent clock signal and to a
respective derivative clock signal used in the second
module; and

wherein the clock and reset functionality in the first module

is configured to operate in a free-running mode when the
first module is in the reset mode.

12. The first module of claim 9, wherein the first and
second modules each comprise a local reset input and a local
reset output, wherein the local reset output of the first module
is coupled to the local reset input of the second module and
the local reset output of the second module is coupled to the
local reset input of the first module; and

wherein each of the first and second modules indicate to the

respective other module that the respective each module
has entered the reset mode by asserting a signal on the
respective local reset output of the respective each mod-
ule and indicates to the respective other module that the
respective each module is ready to exit the reset mode be
negating the signal asserted on the respective local reset
output of the respective each module; and

wherein each of the first and second modules determines

that the respective other module is ready to exit the reset
mode based on the state of the local reset input of the
respective each module.

13. The first module of claim 9, wherein the first and
second modules are part of a self-checking pair.

14. The first module of claim 13, wherein the first module
comprises at least one of a command module and a monitor
module.

15. The first module of claim 9, wherein the first module
comprises at least one of an application-specific integrated
circuit, a microprocessor, a programmable device, a com-
puter, a network interface, a bus guardian, a node, an elec-
tronic circuit, an electronic module, an electronic card, and an
electronic assembly.

16. A method of resetting first and second modules that are
configured to selectively operate in a lockstep mode and a
reset mode, the method comprising:

at each of the first and second modules:

asynchronously entering the reset mode when a parent
reset signal is asserted at the respective each module;
and
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in response to the asserted parent reset signal being
negated at the respective each module, indicating to
the respective other module that the respective each
module is ready to exit the reset mode and exiting the
reset mode when the respective other module has also
indicated that the respective other module is ready to
exit the reset mode.

17. The method of claim 16, wherein each of the first and
second modules comprises respective application-specific
functionality that uses a respective derivative clock signal;
and

wherein the method further comprises:
at each of the first and second modules:

generating the respective derivative clock signal from
the parent clock signal;

when the respective each module is operating in lock-
step mode, aligning the respective derivative clock
signal to the parent clock signal and to the respec-
tive derivative clock signal used in the respective
other module; and

generating the respective derivative clock signal in a
free-running mode when the respective each mod-
ule is in the reset mode.

18. The method of claim 16, wherein the first and second
modules each comprise a local reset input and a local reset
output, wherein the local reset output of the first module is
coupled to the local reset input of the second module and the
local reset output of the second module is coupled to the local
reset input of the first module; and

at each of the first and second modules, indicating to the
respective other module that the respective each module
has entered the reset mode comprises asserting a signal
on the respective local reset output of the respective each
module and indicating to the respective other module
that the respective each module is ready to exit the reset
mode comprises negating the signal asserted on the
respective local reset output of the respective each mod-
ule; and

wherein each of the first and second modules determines
that the respective other module is ready to exit the reset
mode based on the state of the local reset input of the
respective each module.

19. The method of claim 16, wherein the first and second
modules are part of a self-checking pair.

20. The method of claim 16, wherein each of the first and
second modules comprises at least one of an application-
specific integrated circuit, a microprocessor, a programmable
device, a computer, a network interface, a bus guardian, a
node, an electronic circuit, an electronic module, an elec-
tronic card, and an electronic assembly.
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