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Sodium in the lunar exosphere is easily obseNed from the Earth's surface due to its strong 
resonance emission lines in the visible region of the spectrum. Although sodium is a trace 
element, it is easily ejected from the surface by a number of processes. The variation of this 
exospheric constituent both spatially and temporally can help to constrain these sources and the 
loss processes and their timescales. Due to a revival of interest in the Moon and its volatiles, 
obseNations of the lunar exosphere obtained at the McMath-Pierce solar telescope in 1998 and 
1999 have recently been reduced and analyzed. In addition, obseNations of the lunar sodium 
exosphere obtained with the MI. Lemmon Lunar Coronagraph on Mt. Lemmon, Arizona, have 
also been published (Sprague et aI., 2012). We combine these new data with data previously 
published [Mendillo et ai, 1999; Potter and Morgan, 1988; 1991,1994; Sprague et aI., 1992; 
Verani et ai, 2001] and reanalyzed by Sarantos et al. (2010). This comprehensive data set will be 
modeled using both a simple Chamberlain exoaphere model and a comprehensive Monte Carlo 
model (Killen et aI., 2012; Crider and Vondrak, 2000). 

Pr~senter Information-------~---~------------­

First Name: Rosemary 
Middle Initial: M 
Last Name: Killen 
Job Title: Research Scientist 
Affiliation: NASA Goddard Space Flight Center 

http://iu narscience. nasa.gov I L5F2 0 121 printl 0 bservatio n s-and- model s-I unar-50di u m-exosph ere-1988-1999 Pagelof2 



Observations and Models of the Lunar Sodium Exosphere 1988 - 1999 3/16/12 12:52 PM 

-ontacHnformation·~~~~~~~-~~---~--------~~~----. 

Business Phone: 3012866574 
Home Phone: 3015880327 
Email: Rosemary.Killen@nasa.gov 

Session chair: 
Not willing to chair a session 
Presentation·information~~~~~~~--------------~~~~-

• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 
• 

• 
• 
• 

Topic: Exosphere 
Presentation preference: Oral Presentation 
Student poster competition: Not enrolled in student poster competition. 

Administrators may login here. 

'liRSTGOV 
......... tttlll.u.-.. 

Freedom of Information Act 
Budgets. Strategic Plans and Accountability Reports 

The President's Management Agenda 
NASA Privacy Statement Disclaimer. and Accessibility Certification 

Inspector General Hotline 
Equal Employment Opportunity Data Posted Pursuant to the No Fear Act 

Information-Dissemination Priorities and Inventories 

Author/Curator: Joseph Minafra 
NASA Official: Greg Schmidt 

Contact NASA 

Source URL: http://lunarscience.nasa.gov/LSF2012/observations-and-models-lunar-sodium-exosphere-1988-1999 

http://Junarscience.nasa.gov/L5F2012/print/observations-and-modeJs-lunar-sodlum-exosphere-1988-1999 Page 2 of2 


