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(57) ABSTRACT

An instrument and method for measuring the time history of
recession of an ablating surface of a test article during testing
in a high enthalpy thermal test facility, such as an arcjet. The
method advances prior art by providing time-history data
over the full ablating surface without targets and without any
modifications to the test article. The method is non-intrusive,
simple to implement, requires no external light source, and
does not interfere with normal operations of the arcjet facility.
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