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Abstract 

 
The National Aeronautics and Space Administration’s (NASA’s) Space Launch System (SLS) 
Program, managed at the Marshall Space Flight Center, is making measurable progress toward 
delivering a new capability for human and scientific exploration. To arrive at the current plan, 
government and industry experts carefully analyzed hundreds of architecture options and 
selected the one clear solution to stringent requirements for safety, affordability, and 
sustainability over the decades that the rocket will be in operation. Slated for its maiden voyage 
in 2017, the SLS will provide a platform for further cooperation in space based on the 
International Space Station model. This briefing will focus on specific progress that has been 
made by the SLS team in its first year, as well as provide a framework for evolving the vehicle 
for far-reaching missions to destinations such as near-Earth asteroids, Lagrange Points, and 
Mars. As this briefing will show, the SLS will serve as an infrastructure asset for robotic and 
human scouts of all nations by harnessing business and technological innovations to deliver 
sustainable solutions for space exploration. 
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