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Back to ResultsScience Training History of the Apollo AstronautsFollowing President Kennedy’s initiation of Project Apollo, NASA underwent substantial changes in personnel, organization, and programs and faced a major question: what to do on the Moon after landing. Once a decision that science activities, particularly geoscience, should be pursued, considerable debate ensued over how to accomplish this. Questions arose over instruments and tools required, samples and photos to be returned, landing site selection, and crew composition. Answers to these questions required major efforts for planning traverses on the Moon and training the astronauts in the extensive procedures necessary in low gravity to use tools, set up instruments, take adequate photos, collect and document samples, and provide proper descriptions. In addition to astronauts on the surface, an astronaut in lunar orbit managed additional instruments, photography and verbal descriptions. Training for these activities averaged nearly one hundred hours per month for over a year for each crew. There were many problems as the training progressed: adjusting groups and backgrounds of the training personnel for the best combination of personalities and skills, overcoming logistical troubles, revising awkward procedures, determining optimum means of communications between all involved groups, and devising contingency procedures for real-time problems. By the last mission these problems were overcome.Document ID
 20190026783 

Acquisition Source
 Johnson Space Center 

Document Type
 Special Publication (SP) 

Authors

 Phinney, William C. (NASA Johnson Space Center Houston, TX, United States)


Date Acquired
 June 30, 2019 

Publication Date
 November 1, 2015 

Subject Category

Ground Support Systems And Facilities (Space)


Report/Patent Number

JSC-E-DAA-TN70175
NASA/SP-2015-626


Distribution Limits
 Public 

Copyright
 Public Use Permitted. 

Technical Review
 Single Expert 

Available Downloads
NameType 20190026783.pdf STIcloud_downloadcontent_copyvisibility
Related Records
There are no records associated with this record.

visibility_offNo Preview Available







